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TESTIMONY 


O F 


FRIENDS IN YORKSHIRE, 


45 their Quarterly- diction: held at Ya oh 24th and 0 7 | 


the third month, 1773, concerning 


: JOHN WOOLMAN, 


of Mount- Holly, in the province of New-Jerſe ey 
in America, who departed this hife at the 
- houſe of our friend Thomas Prieſtman, in 
the ſuburbs of this city, the 7th of the tenth 
month, 1772, and was interred in the bury- 
ing ground of friends the gth of- the outs 
x * 1 abaut fifty two years, 


1 HIS our 8 friend having been 

under a religious engagement for ſome 
time, to vitit friends in this nation, and more 
eſpecially us in the northern parts, under- 
took the ſame in full concurrence and near 
ſympathy with his friends and brethren at 
home, as appeared by certificates from the 
monthly and quarterly meetings to which he 
| belonged, and from the ſpring- meeting of 
miniſters and elders, held at 1 
for and New-Jerſey. 


2 He 


F 


— 


E 

uud er leg Lc, am 5.1 Of 2165; 
7 He arrived in the city of London the be- 
ginning of the laſt ycarly meeting, and after 
ane had meeting travelled northward, 


viſiting the quarterly, meetings of Hertford- 
ſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Northamptonſhire, 
Oxfordſhire and V orceſterſhire, and divers 
particular meetings in his way. 5 
He viſited many meetings on the Welt fide 
of this county, alſo ſome in Lancaſhire and 
Weſtmoreland, from whence he came to our 
quarterly mceting in the laſt ninth month, 
and though much out of health, yet was en- 
abled to attend all the fittings of that mect- 
ing except the laſt, . 
is diſorder then, which proved the ſmall 
pox, increaſed ſpeedily upon him, and was 
very afflicting; under which he was ſupport- 
ed in much meekneſs, patience, and chriſti- 
an fortitude; to thoſe who attended him in 
Bis illneſs, his mind appeared to be centered 
in divine. love; under the precious influence 
whereof, we believe he finiſhed his courſe, 
and entered into the manſions of everlaſting 


e 


reſt. | 1 f | , FE4'y 

In the early part of his illneſs he requeſted 
a friend to write, and he broke forth thus. | 
O Lord my God! the amazing hotrors 
of darkneſs were gathered around me and co- 
yered/ me all over, and 1 fü no way to go 


forth; I felt the miſery of my fellow crea- 
tures ſeparated from the divine harmony and 
it was heavier than I could bear, and 1 was 
cruſhed down under it ; I lifted up my hand, 
and ſtretched out my arm, but there was 

8 was 


[ * 1 . 


none to help me; 1 looked 9595 about Fae 


Tt 


was amazed : in the depths of 

Lord! 1 remembered that th ont art ale 
tent, ar I had called thee father, aid 
that I loved thee, and I. Was made ulet in 
thy will, and I waited 107 deliverance So 
thee; thou hadſt pity upon me, when no man 
could help me; I faw that meeknefs under 
ſuffering was ſhewed to us in the moſt affect- 
ing example of thy ſon, and thou waſt teach- 
ing me to follow him, and I faid, 5 Will, 
O Father be done.“ 

Many more of his weighty exp mpds 
might have been inſerted here, my it Was 
deemed unneceffary, they being already Pub- 
liſhed in print. 

He was a man endued with a large natural 
capacity, and being obedient to the mani- 
1 4 of Divine Grace, having in patience 
and humility endured many deep baptiſms, 
he became thereby ſanctified and firted for 
the Lord's work, and, was truly ſerviceable 
in his church ; dwelling in awful fear and 
watchfulneſs, he was careful in His public 
appearances to feel the putting forth of the 
Divine Hand, ſo that the ſpring of the goſpel 
miniftry often flowed through him with great 
ſweetneſs and purity, as a refrefhing ſtream 
to the weary travellers towards the? city of 
God: ſkilfull in dividing the word, he was 
Furniſhed by Him in whom are hid all the 
rreafures of wiſdom and knowledge, to com- 
municate freely to the ſeveral fi of the 


People 


vi 
people where his lot was caſt. His conduct 
at other times was ſeaſoned with the like 
watchful circumſpection and attention to the 
guidance of Divine Wiſdom, which rendered 
his whole'converſation uniformly edifying. 
He was fully perfuaded that as this! life of 
chriſt comes to reign in the earth, all abuſe 
and unneceſſary oppreſſion, both of che hu= 
man and brute creation will come to an end; 
but under the ſenſe of a deep revolt, and an 
overflowing ſtream of unrighteouſheſs, hie 
life has been often a life of mourning. 
He was deeply concerned on account of 
that inhuman and iniquitous practice of 
making flaves of the people of Africa, or 
holding them in that ſtate; and on that ac- 
count we underſtand he hath not only wrote 
ſome books, but travelled much on the con- 
tinent of America, in order to make the Ne- 
ro maſters (eſpecially thoſe in profeſſion with 
us) ſenſible of the evil of ſuch a practice; and 
though in this journey to England, he was 
far removed from the outward fight of their 
ſufferings, yet his deep exereiſe of mind re- 
mained, as appears by a ſhort treatiſe he 
wrote im this] journey, and his frequent con- 
cern to open the miſerable ſtate of this deep- 
ly injured people: his teſtimony in the laſt 
meeting he attended was on this ſubject, 
wherein he remarked, that as we as a ſociety, 
when under owtward ſufferings had often 
found it our concern to lay them before thoſe 


| in authority, and thereby in the Lord's time, 
had 


. * 

| Fad obtained relief, ſo he recommended this 
oppreſſed part of the creation to our notice, 
that we may as way may open, repreſent 
their ſufferings, in an individual, if not a ſo- 
ciety, capacity to thoſe in authority. 125 
Deeply ſenſible that the deſire to grati 
people's inclinations in luxury and ſuperflui- 
ties, is the principal ground of oppreſſion, 
and the occaſion of many unneceſſary wants, 
he believed it to be his duty to be a pattern 
of great ſelf- denial, with reſpect to the things 
of this: life, and earneſtly to labour with 
friends in the meekneſs of wiſdom, to im- 
preſs on their minds the great importance of 
our teſtimony in theſe ang recommending 
to the guidance of the bleſſed Truth in this 
and all other concerns, and cautioning ſuch 
as are experienced therein, againſt contenting 
themſelves with acting up to the ſtandard of 
others, but to be careful to make the ſtand- 
ard of truth manifeſted to them, the meaſure 
of their obedience ; for ſaid he, That pu- 
rity of life which proceeds from faithfulneſs 
in following the Spirit of Truth, that ſtate 
where our minds are devoted to ſerve God, 
and all our wants are bounded. Mchis wiſ- 
dom; this habitation has often bem opened 


before me as a place of retirement for the 
children of the light, where. they may ſtand 
{eparated from that which diſordereth and 
confuſeth the affairs of ſociety, and where we 
may have a teſtimony of our innocence in the 


. = FC 


hearts of thoſe who behold us.“ 


L vii! 


We conclude with fervent deſires, that we 
as 4 people may thus, by our example, pro- 
mote the Lord's work in the earth ; and our 
hearts being prepared, may unite in prayer 
to the great Lord of the harveſt, that as in 
his infinite wiſdom he hath greatly ſtripped 
the church, by removing of late divers faith- 
ful miniſters and elders, he may be pleaſed 
to ſend forth many more faithful labourers 


into his harveſt, 
Signed in, by order, and on behalf of 


3 aid meeting. 5 
Thomas . Salts! Br ere, 11 
John Storr, Di e,, 

 Foſeph Eglin, Foſhua Robinſon, | 


Ta Perkinſon, Thomus Prigmon, and 


oF By ee 25 Sb 8 other Friends. 


1.5 1 * 


OFTHE” 


MONTHLY-MEETING or FRIENDS, | 


Held in ee the firſt FD of the eighth month, in the year of 
our Lord, 1774, concerning our eſteemed friend 


J OHN.WOOLMAN, DECEASED, 


E was born in Northampton, in the 
E county of Burlington, and province of 
Weſt-New- Jerſey, in the eighth month, 1720, 
of religious parents, who inſtructed him very 
early in the principles of the chriſtian religi- 
on, as profeſſed by the people called Quakers, 
which he — a bleſſing to him, even in 
his young years, tending to preſerve him 
from the infection of wicked children; but 
through the workings of the enemy, and le- 
vity incident to youth, he frequently deviated 
from thoſe parental precepts, by which he 
laid a renewed foundation for rggtance, 
that was finally ſucceeded by a g rrow 
not to be repented of, and ſo became ac- 
quainted with that ſanctifying power which 
qualifies for true goſpel miniſtry, into which 
he was called about the twenty-ſecond year 
of his age, and by a faithful uſe of the ta- 
lents committed to him, he experienced an 
encreaſe, until he arrived at the [tate of a fa- 


ther, 


Lo) 
ther, capable of dividing the cord aright to 


the er ſtates he miniſtered unto; diſ- 


penſing milk to babes, and meat to choſe of 
riper years. / Thus he found the efficacy of 
that power to ariſe, which in his own ex- 
preſſions, prepares the creature to ſtand 
like a trumpet through which the Lord ſpeaks 
to his people. He was a loving huiband,' a 
render father, and very humane to every 
part of the creation under his care.. 

His concern for the poor and od in af- 
Aition was evident by his viſits to them; 
whom he frequently relieved by his aſſiſtance 
and charity. Ile was for many years deeply 
exerciſed on account of the poor enſlaved A- 
fricans, -whoſe cauſe, as he ſometimes men- 


tioned, lay almoſt continually upon him, 


and to obtain liberty to thoſe captives, he la- 
houred both in public and private; and was 
Favoured to ſee his endeavours crowned with 
conſiderable ſucceſs. He was particularly 
deſirous that friends ſhould not be inſtru- 
mental to lay burthens on this oppreſſed peo- 
ple, but remember the days of ſuffering from 
which they had been providentially delivered, 
that of trouble thould return, no in- 


quilt t to thoſe in flavery might riſe in 


judgment againſt us, but, being clear, we 


amipht on ſuck occaſions addreſs the. Almigh- 
ty With a degree of confidence, for his inter- 
poſition and relief, being particularly careful 
as to himſelf, not to countenauge flavery 
even by the 111 Of thoſe conveniencies of life 
which were furnithed by their labour. 

11 | He 


1 

He was deſirous to have his own, and the 
minds of others, redeemed from the pleaſures 
and immoderate profits of this world, and to 
fix them on thoſe joys which fade not away; 
his principal care being after a life of purity, 
endeavouring to avoid not only the groſſer 
pollutions, but thoſe alſo which, appearing 
in a more refined dreſs, are not ſufficient], 

guarded againſt by ſome well diſpoſed peo- 


ple. In the latter part of his life he was re- 


markable for the plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
| his dreſs, and as much as pothible, avoided 


the uſe of plate, coſtly furniture and feaſting; 
thereby endeavouring to become an example 
of temperance and ſelf-denial, which he be- 
lieved himſelf called unto; and was favour- 
ed with peace therein, altho' it carried the 
appearance of great auſterity in the view of 
ſome. He was very moderate in his chan 
in the way of buſineſs, and, in his deſires af- 
ter gain; and tho! a man of induſtry, avoids 
ed, and ſtrove much to lead others out of ex- 
treme labour, and anxiouſneſs after periſhable 
things; being deſirous that the ſtrength of 
our bodies might not be ſpent in procuring 
things unprofitable, and that we ht uſe 
moderation and kindneſs to the brut imals 
under our care, to prize the uſe of them às a 
great favour, and by no means abuſe them 
that the gifts of Providence {hould be thank- 


fully received and applied to 15 uſes: they 


were deſigned. N 


He ſeveral times opened a ſchool at Mount 


Holly, for the inſtruction of poor friends 


children 


tak 1 


children and others, being concerned am 
help and improvement therein: his love and 
care for the riſing youth among us was l 
great, recommending to parents and tho 

who have the charge of them, to chuſe con- 
ſcientious and pious tutors, faying, „It is a 
lovely fight to behold: innocent children,” and 
that ip to labour for their help againſt that 
which would marr the beauty of their minds, 

isa debt we owe them.“ 

His miniſtry was ſound, very deep and pe- 
netrating, ſometimes pointing out the dan- 
gerous tuation EF e a be and cuſ- 
tom leads into; frequently exhorting others, 
eſpecially the youth, not to be diſcouraged 
at the difficulties which occur, hut preſs after 


purity. He often expreſſed an earneſt en- 
gagement that pure wiſdom ſhould be attend- 


ed to, which would lead into lowlineſs of 
mind and reſignation to the divine will, in 
which ſtate. ſmall poſſeſſions here would be 
ſufficient. 

In tranſacting the affairs of en bis 
judgment was ſound and clear, and he was 
very uſeful in treating with thoſe who had 
done alftuſs ; he viliced ſuch in a private 
way that plainneſs which truth dictates, 
ſhewing great tenderneſs and chriſtian for- 
bearance. He was a conſtant attender of our 
yearly-meeting,.. in which he was a good ex- 
ample, | and particularly ufeful ; in 


the buſineſs 8 with great wei Fus and at- 
tention. He ſeveral times viſited moſt of the 


e of friends in this and the neigh- 
bouring 


C ih 1 
bouring provinces, with the concurrenee of 
the monthly-meeting to which he belonged, 
and we have reaſon to believe had good ſer- 


vice therein, generally or always expreſſing 
at his return how it had fared with him, and 


the evidence of peace in his mind for thus 
performing his duty. He was often concern- 
ed with other friends in the important ſervice 
of viſiting families, which he was enabled to 
go through to ſatisfaction. Rp Fry 
In the minutes of the meeting of miniſters 
and elders for this quarter, at the foot of 'a 
liſt of the members of that meeting, made 
about five years before his death, we find in 
his hand writing the following obſervation 
and reflections. As looking over the mi- 
nutes made by perſons who have put off this 
body, hath ſometimes revived in me a thought 
how ages paſs away; ſo this liſt may proba- 
bly revive a like thought in ſome, when I and 
the reſt of the'perſons abovenamed, are cens 


tered in another ſtate of being.— The Lord; 


who was the guide of my youth, hath in ten- 
der mercies helped me hitherto; he "hath 
healed me of wounds, he hath helped me out 
of grievous entanglements; he rem to be 
the ſtrength. of my life; to whom T deſire to 
devote myſelf in time, and in eternity. 
Signed, John Woolm an. . 
In the twelfth month, 1771, he acquaint- 
ed this meeting that he found his mind drawn 
towards a religious viſit to friends in forme 
parts of England, particularly in Lorkſhire. 
In the firſt month 1772, he obtained our cer= 
tificate, which was approved and endorſed by 

| our 


[av ] 


our quarterly meeting, and by the half year 8 
meeting of miniſters and elders at Philadel- 
Phia. He embarked on his voyage in the 
fifth, and arrived in London in the fixtii 
month following, at the time of their annual 
meeting in that city. During his ſhort viſit 
to friends in that kingdom, we are informed 
that his ſervices were acceptable and edifying. 
In his laſt illneſs he uttered many hvely and 
comfortable expreſſions, being perfectly 
reſigned, having no will either to live or die, 
as appears by the teſtimony of friends at Vork 
in Great-Britam, in the ſuburbs whereof, at 
the houſe of our friend Thomas Prieſtman, he 
died of the ſmall-pox, on the teventh day of 
the tenth month, 1772, and was buried in 
friends burying ground in that city, on the 
ninth of the ſame, after a large and ſolid 
meeting held on the occaſion, at their great 
mecting-houle, aged near fifry-two years; a 
miniſter upwards of thirty years, during 
which time he bclonged to Mount-Holly 
particular meeting, which he diligently at- 
tended when at home and in health of body, 
and his labours of love and pious care for the 
proſp of friends in the bletled truth, we 
hope mav not be forgotten, but that his good 
works may be re membered to edification, 


Sioned in, and by order of the jaid mecting, ly 
SAMUEL ALLINSON,. Clerk. 


Read and approved at our qu arterly-mect- 
ing, held at. Burki the 29th of the Sch 
month, 1774. 25 Ok 60. 

5 ned by order aid mecting, 


DANIEL SMITH, Clerk. 
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LIFE AN DU TRAVELS 


0 P $647 
JOHN- WOOLMAN, 
IN THE geben OF THE GosgEL. 


1 


GH E:: 


His birth and parentage, with ſome account of 
the operations of divine grace on his mind in 
his youth — Has firfl appearance in the mini- 
ry — And his conſiderations, while young, _ 


on the keeping of ſlaves, 


to leave ſome hints in writing of my ex- 
perience of the goodneſs of God: and 
now, in the thirty-ſixth year of ny age, I 
begin this work. 
I was born in Northampton, in Burling= | 
ton county, Weſt-Jerſey, in the Year 1720; 
and before I was ſeven years old I began to 


B be 


1 HAVE often felt a motion * love 


4 Tut LIFE anD TRAVELS 

be acquainted with the operations of divine 
love. Through the care of my parents, I was 
taught to read near as ſoon as I was capable 
of it; and as I went from ſchool one ſeventh 
day, I retiember, while my companions went 
to play by the way, I went forward out of 
ſight, and fitting down, I read the 22d chap- 
ter of the Revelations, © He ſhewed me a 
% pure river of water of life, clear as chry- 
& ſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
„and of the Lamb, &c.” and in reading 
it, my mind was drawn to ſeek after that 
pure habitation, Which, I then believed; God 
had prepared for his ſervants. The place 
where I late, and the ſweerneſs that attended 
my mind, remains freſh in my memory. 

" This, and the like gracious viſitations, had 
that effect upon me, that when boys uſed 
ill language, it troubled me; and, through 
the continued mercies of God, I was pre- 
ſerved from it. e | 
I be pious inſtructions of my parents were 
often freſh in my mind when I happened to be 
among wicked children, and were of ufe to me. 
My parents, having a large family of children, 
uſed ftequently, on firſt days after meeting, 
to put us to read in the holy ſcriptures, or 
fome religious books, one after another, the 
reſt fitting by without much converſation ; 
which, I have fince often thought; was a good 
practice. From what I had read and heard, 
believed there had been, in paſt ages, peo- 
ple who walked in uprightneſs before God, 
in a degree exceeding any that I knew, or 
| ES heard 


or JOHN WOOLMAN, 3 
heard of, now living : and the apprehenſion 


of there being leſs ſteadineſs and firmneſs 


amongſt people in this age than in paſt ages, 
often troubled me while I was a child. 

A thing remarkable in my childhood was, 
that once going to a neighbour's houſe, 
I ſaw, on the way, a robin ſitting on her 
neſt, and as I came near ſhe went off, bur 
having young ones flew about, and with 


many cries expreſſed her concern for them 


I ſtood and threw ſtones at her, till one ſtrik- 
ing her, ſhe fell down dead: at firſt I was 
pleaſed with the exploit, but after a few mi- 
nutes was ſeized with horror, as having, in 
a ſportive way, killed an innocent creature 
while ſhe was careful for her young : T be- 
held her lying dead, and thought thoſe young 
ones, for which ſhe was ſo careful, muſt now 
periſh for want of their dam to nouriſh them; 
and after ſome painful conſiderations on the 
ſubject, I climbed up the tree, took all the 
young birds, and killed them; ſuppoſing tha 

better than to leave them to pine away an 


die miſerably: and believed, in this caſe, 


that ſcripture proverb was fulfilled, © The 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” I 
then went on my errand, but, for ſome 
hours, could think of little elſe but the cru- 
elties I had committed, and was much trou- 
bled. Thus He, whoſe tender mercies are 


over all his works, hath placed a principle 


in the human mind, which incites to exer- 
ciſe goodneſs towards every living creature; 
and this being fingly attended to, people. 

| B 2 be- 


S IHE LIFE AND TRAVELS 


become tender-hearted and ſympathizing ; ; 
but being frequently and totally rejected, the 
mind becomes {hut up in a contrary diſpo- 
fition, 

About the twelfth year of my age, my 
father being abroad, my mother reproved 
me for ſome miſconduct, to which I made 
an undutiful reply ; and the next firſt day, 
as I was with my father returning from 
meeting, he told me he underſtood I had 
behaved amiſs to my mother, and adviſed 
me to be more careful in future, I knew 
myſelf blameable, and in ſhame and confu- 
ſion remained ſilent. Being thus awakened 
to a ſenſe of my wickedneſs, I felt remorſe 
in my mind, and getting home, I retired and 
prayed to the Lord to forgive me; and do 
not remember that I ever, after that, ſpoke 
unhandſomely to either of my parents, how- 
ever foolith in ſome other things. 

Having attained the age of fixteen years, 
I began to love wanton company; and though 
] was preſerved from profane language, or 
ſcandalous conduct, ſtill I perceived a plant in 
me which produced much wild grapes: yet my 
merciful Father forſook me not utterly, but 
at times, through his grace, I was brought 
ſeriouſly to conſider my ways; and the ſight 
of my backllidings affected me with ſorrow; 
but for want of rightly attending to the re- 
proofs of inſtruction, vanity was added to 
vanity, and repentance to repentance: upon 
the whole, my mind was more and more ali- 
enated from the truth, and I haſtened to- 

ward 


of JOUN WOOLMAN. 5 
ward deſtruction, While I meditate on the 
gulf towards which I travelled, and reflect 
on my youthful difobedience, for theſe things 
I weep, mine eye runneth down with water. 

Advancing 1n age the number of my ac- 
quaintance increaſed, and thereby my way 
grew more difficult: though I had found 
comfort in reading the holy ſcriptures, and 
thinking on heavenly things, I was now 
eſtranged therefrom : I knew I was going 
from the flock of Chriſt, and had no reſolu- 
tion to return; hence ſerious reflections were 
_ uneaſy to me, and youthful vanities and di- 
verſions my greateſt pleaſure. Running in 
this road I found many like myſelf; and we 
aſſociated in that which is reverſe to true 
friendſhip. 

But in this ſwift race it leaſed God to vi- 
fit me with ſickneſs, ſo that I doubted of 
recovering ; and then did darknets, horror, 
and amazement, with full force, ſcize me, 
even when my pain and diſtreſs of body was 
very great. I thought it would have been 
better for me never to have had a being, than 
to ſee the day which I now ſaw. I was filled 
with confuſion ; and in great affliction, both 
of mind and body, I lay and ber railed my- 
ſelf, I had not confidence to lift up my cries 
to God, whom I had thus offended ; but, in 
a deep ſenſe of my great folly, I was hum- 
bled before him: and, at length, that Word 
which is as a fire and a hammer, broke and 
diſſolved my rebellious heart, and then my 


cries were put up in contrition ; and in the 
multi- 


6 Tur LIFE and TRAVELS 


multitude of his mercies I found inward re- 
lief, and felt a cloſe engagement, that if he 
was pleaſed to reſtore my health, I might 
walk humbly before him. 
After my recovery, this exerciſe remained 
with me a conſiderable time; but, by de- 
grees, giving way to youthful yanities, they 
gained ſtrength, and getting with wanton 
young, people I loſt ground, The Lord had 
been very gracious, and ſpoke peace to me 
in the time of my diſtreſs ; and I now moſt 
ungratefully turned again to folly ; on which 
account, at times, I felt ſharp reproof, but 
did not get low enough to cry for help. I 
was not ſo hardy as to commit things ſcan- 
dalous ; but to exceed in vanity, and pro- 
mote mirth, was my chief ſtudy. Still I re- 
tained a love and eſteem for pious people; 
and their company brought an awe upon me. 
My dear parents, ſeveral times, admonithed 
me in the fear of the Lord, and their ad- 
monition entered into my heart, and had a 
good effect for a ſeaſon ; but not getting 
deep enough to pray nghtly, the tempter, 
when he came, found entrance, I remem- 
ber, once having ſpent a part of the day in 
wantonneſs, as I went to bed at night, there 
lay in a window, near my bed, a bible, 
which I opened, and firſt caſt my eye on the 
text, we lie down in our ſhame, and our 
** confuſion covers us ;” this I knew to be 
my caſe : and meeting with ſo unexpeCcd. a 
reproof, I was ſomewhat affected with it, and 
PE a went 


or JOHN WOOELMAN 2 
went to .bed under remorſe of copſicnce ; 1 
which I oon caſt off again. 

Thus time paſt on: my heart was re 
niche with mirth and wantonneſs, w 3 
pleaſing ſcenes of vanity were preſented x 
my imagination, till I attained the 
eighteen years; near which time L Fa che the 
judgments of God, in my foul, like a con- 
ſuming fire; and looking over my paſt hfe, 
the proſpect was moving. I was often lad, 
and longed to be delivered from thoſe vani- 
ties; then again, my heart was ſtrongly in- 
clined to them, and there was in me a ſore 
conflict: at times I turned to folly; and then 
again, ſorrow and confuſion took hold of 
me. In a while, I reſolved totally to leave off 
ſome of my vanities ; but there was a ſecret 
reſerve in my heart, of the more refined part 
of them, and; I was not low. enough to find 
true peace. Thus, for ſome months, I had 
great troubles ; there remaining in me an un- 
ſubjected will, which rendered my labours 
Seal till at length, through the merciful 
continuance of heavenly viſitations, I was 
made to bow down in ſpirit before the Lord, 
I remember one eyening I had ſpent ſome 
time in reading a pious, author; and walking 
out alone, I humbly, prayed to the Lord for 
his help, that I might be delivered from all 
thoſe vanities which ſo enſnared me, Thus 
being brought low, he 1 me; and as I 
learned to bear the croſs, I felt refreſhment to 
come from his preſence ; ; but not keeping in 
that ſtrength which gave victory, Iloſt ground 

again; 
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again ; the ſenſe of which greatly affected 
me: and I {ought deſerts and lonely places, 
and there with rears did confeſs my ſins to 
God, and humbly craved help of him. And 
I may ſay with reverence, he was near to me 
in my troubles, and in thoſe times of humi- 
hation opened my ear to diſcipline. I was 
now led to look ſeriouſly at the means by 
which I was drawn from the pure truth, and 
learned this, that if I would hve in the life 
which the faithful ſervants of God hved i in, 
I muſt not go into company as heretofore in 
my own will; but all the cravings of ſenſe 
muſt be governed by a divine principle. In 
times of ſorrow and abaſement theſe inſtruc- 
tions were ſealed upon me, and I felt the 
power of Chriſt prevail over ſelfiſh deſires, fo 
that I was preſerved in a good degree of ſtea- 
dineſs ; and being young, and beheving, at 
that time, that a fingle life was beſt for me, 
I was ſtrengthened to keep from fuch com- 
pany as had often been a ſnare to me. 
[ kept ſteadily to meetings; ; ſpent firſt days 
afternoon chiefly in reading the ſcriptures 
and other good books ; and was early con- 
vinced in my mind, that true religion con- 
ſiſted in an inward: life, wherein the heart 
_ doth love and reverence God the Creator, and 
learns to exerciſe true juſtice and goodneſs, 
not only toward all men, but alſo toward the 
brute creatures That as the mind was mov- 
ed, by an inward principle, to love God as 
an inviſible incomprehenſible Being; by the 


ſame principle it was moved to love him in 
all 
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all his manifeſtations in the viſible world 
That, as by his breath, the flame of life was 
kindled in all animal ſenſible creatures, to fay 
we love God as unſeen, and, at the ſame time, 
exerciſe cruelty toward the leaſt creature mov- 
ing by his life, or by life derived from hum ; 
was a contradiction | in itſelf. 

I found no narrowneſs reſpecting ſets and 
opinions; but believed, that ſincere upright 
hearted people, in every ſociety, who truly 
love God, were accepted of him. 

As I lived under the croſs, and Gmpls fol- 
lowed the openings of truth, my mind, trom 
day to day, .was more enlightened ; ; my for- 
mer acquaintance were left to judge of me as 
they would, for I found it ſafeſt for me to 
live in private, and keep theſe things ſcaled 
up in my own breaſt. While I filently pon- 
der on that change wrought in me, I find no 
language equal to it, nor any means to con- 


vey to another a clear idea of it. I looked 
upon the works of God in this viſible crea- 


tion, and an awfulneſs covered me; my heart 


. was tender and often contrite, and univerſal 
love to my fellow- creatures increaſed in me: 
this will be underſtood by ſuch who have 


trodden in the ſame path. Some glances of 
real beauty may be ſeen in their faces, who 
dwell in true meekneſs. 

There is a harmony in the ſound of that 
voice to which divine love gives utterance, 
and ſome appearance of right order in their 
temper and conduct, whoſe paſhons are re- 
gulated; yet all cheſe do not fully ſhew —_ 

that 


> 
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that N life to ſuch who. have not felt it: 
but this white ſtone and new name is known 
rightly to ſuch only who have it. 

Now though I bad been thus ſtrengthened 
to bear the croſs, 1 {till found myſelf in great 
danger, having many weakneſſes attending 
me, and ſtrong temptations to wreſtle with; 


in the feeling whereof J frequently withdrew 


into private places, and often with tears be- 

ear was open to my cry. 85 
All this time I lived with my parents, and 

wrought on the plantation; and having had 


ſchooling pretty well for a planter, J uſed to 


improve it in winter-evenings, and other lei- 
ſure times; and being now in the twenty 
firſt year of my age, a man, in much buſi- 
neſs at ſhop- keeping and baking, aſked me, 
if I would hire with him to tend ſhop and 
keep books. I acquainted my father with the 
propoſal; and, after ſome deliberation, it 
was agreed for me to go. 

At home I had lived retired; and now has 
ing a proſpect of being much in, the way of 
company, I felt frequent and fervent crics in 
my heart to God, the Father of mercies, that 
he would preſerve me from all taint and cor- 
ruption ; that, in this more public employ- 
ment, I might ſerve Him, my gracious Re- 
deemer, in that humility and ſelf-denial, 


with which I had been, in a ſmall degree, ex- 


erciſed in a more private life. The man, who 
employed me, furniſhed a ſhop in Mount- 
Holly, about five miles from my father's 

'* houſe 
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houſe, and ſix from his own; and there I 


lived alone, and tended his ſhop, Shortly af- 


ter my ſettlement here, I was viſited by ſeye- 
ral young people my former Yon th 
who knew not but yanities wopld be as agree- 


able to me now as ever; Aan at © hel . - 


pF <q S»> 


by with libertine Pr = as I bad 
now left my father's houſe outwardly, I found 
my heavenly Father to be merciful to me be- 

yond what I can expreſs, 

By day I was much amongſt people, 

had many trials to go through ; but in 112 
evenings, I was moſtly alone, and may, with 
thankfulneſs acknowledge, that, in thoſe 
times, the ſpirit of ſupplication was often 
poured upon me; under which I was fre- 
quently exerciſed, and felt my ſtrength re- 


newed. 


In a few months after I came here, my 
maſter bought ſeveral Scotchmen ſervants, 
from on board a veſſel, and brought them ta 
Mount-Holly to fell; one of which was ta- 
ken ſick, and died. | 

In the latter part of his ſickneſs, he, being 
delirious, uſed to curſe and fiyear moſt ſor- 
rowfully ; and the next night after his buri- 
al, I was left to fleep alone in the ſame cham- 
ber where he died: I perceived in me a timo- 
rouſneſs; I knew, however, I had not injured 


the man, but aſſiſted in taking care of him 


according 
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according to my capacity; and was not free 


to alk. any one, on that occaſion, to ſleep with 
me: nature was feeble; but every tryal was 
a freſh incitement to give myſelf up wholly 
to the ſervice of God, for I found no helper 
like him in times of trouble. 

After awhile, my former acquaintance gave 
over expecting me as one of their company; 
and I began to be known to ſome whole con- 
verſation was helpful to me: and now, as I 
had experienced the love of God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to redeem me from many pol- 
lutions, and to be a ſuccour to me through 
a ſea of conflicts, with which no perſon was 
fully acquainted; and as my heart was often 
enlarged in this heavenly principle, I felt a 
tender compaſſion for the youth, who re- 
mained entangled in ſnares like thoſe which 
had entangled me from one time to another: 
'this love and tenderneſs increaſed ; and m 
mind was more ſtrongly engaged for the good 
of my fellow-crcatures. I went to meetings 
in an awful frame of mind, and endeavoured to 
be inwardly acquainted with the language of 
the true Shepherd ; and one day, being under 
a ſtrong exerciſe Lok ſpirit, I ſtood up, and ſaid 
ſome words in a meeting; but not keeping 
cloſe to the divine opening, I faid more than 
was required of me; and being ſoon ſenſible 

of my error, I was afflicted in mind ſome 
weeks, without any light or comfort, even 
to that degree that I could not take Curixfic- 
tion in any thing: I remembered God, and 
was troubled; and, in- Te depth of my diſ- 
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treſs, he had pity upon me, and ſent the 


Comforter: I then felt forgiveneſs for my of- 
fence, and my mind became calm and quiet, 
being truly thankful to my gracious Re- 
deemer for his mercies; and after this, feel- 
ing the ſpring of divine love opened, and a 


concern to ſpeak, I ſaid a few words in a 


meeting, in which I found peace; this, I 
believe, was about ſix weeks from the firſt 
time: and, as I was thus humbled and dit- 
ciplined under the croſs, my underſtanding 
became more ſtrengthened to diſtinguith the 


pure fpirit which inwardly moves upon the 


heart, and taught me to wait in ſilence ſome- 
times many weeks together, until I felt that 
riſe which prepares the creature to ſtand like 
a trumpet, through which the Lord ſpeaks 
to his flock. | 

From an inward purifying, and ſtedfaſt 
abiding under it, ſprings a lively operative 
deſire for the good of others: all the faith- 
ful are not called to the public miniſtry ; but 


. waoever are, arc called to miniſter of that 


which they have taſted and handled ſpiritu- 
ally. The outward modes of worſhip are va- 
rious; but wacrever any are true miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, it is from the operation of 
his ſpirit upon their hearts, firſt purifyang 
them, and thus giving them a juſt ſenſe of 
the conditions of others. 

This truth was carly fixed in my mind; 
and I was taught to watch the pure opening, 
and to take heed, leſt, while I was ſtanding 
to ipeak, my own will ſhould get uppermoſt, 

| and 
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and cauſe me to utter words from worldly 
wiſdom, and depart from the channel of the 
true: zolpel miniſtry. In the management of 
my outward affairs, I may ſay wich thank- 
fulnefs, I found truth to be my ſupport; and 
I was reſpected in my maſter's family, who 
came to live in Mount-Holly within two 

years after my going there. 

About the twenty=third year of my age, I 
had many freth and heavenly openings, in 
reſpec to the care and providence of the Al- 
mighty over his creatures in general, and 
over man as the moſt noble amongſt thoſe 
which are viſible, And being clearly con- 
vinced in my judgment, that to place my 
whole truſt in God was beſt for me, I felt re- 
newed engagements, that in all things I might 
act on an inward principle of virtue, and 
purſue worldly buſineſs no further, than as 
truth opened my way therein. 

About the time called Chriſtmas, 1 obſerv- 
ed many people from the country, and dwell- 
ers in town, who, reſorting to publick-houſes, 
ſpent their time in drinking and vain ſports, 
tending to corrupt one another; on which 
account I was much troubled. At one houſe 
in particular there was much diſorder ; and I 
believed it was a duty incumbent on me to go 
and ſpeak to the maſter of that houſe, I con- 
ſidered I was young, and that ſeveral elderly 
friends in town had opportunity to ſee theſe 
things; but though I would gladly have been 
excuttd, yet I could not feel my mind clear. 


The 
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The exerciſe was heavy: and as I was read- 
ins what the Almighty faid to Ezekiel, re- 
ſpecting his duty as a watchinan, the matter 
was ſet home More clearly; and then, with 
prayers and tears, 1 og the Lord for 
his aſſiſtance, who, in loving-kindneſs, gave 

me a reſigned heart: then, at a ſüitable op- 

portunity, I went to the publick-houſe; and 

ſceing the man amongſt much company, I 

went to him, and told him, I wanted to ſpeak 

with him; ſo we went aſide, and there, in 
the fear and dread of the Almighty, I'expreſt 
to him what reſted on my mind; which he 
took kindly, and afterwird ſhewed more re- 
gard to me chan before. In a few years af- 
terwards he died, middle- aged; and I of- 
ten thought, that had I neglected my duty 
in that caſe, it would have given me great 
trouble; and I was humbly thankful to my 
gracious Father, who had ſupported me here- 

in. | 
My employer having a negro woman, ſold 
her, and deſired me to write a bill of ſale, 
the man being waiting who bought her: the 
thing was ſudden; and though the thoughts 
of writing an inſtrument of ſlavery for one 
of my tellow-creatures felt uneaſy, yet I re- 
membered I was hired by the year, that it 
was my maſter who directed me to do it, and 
that it was an elderly man, a member of our 
ſociety, who bought her; ſo, through weak- 
neſs, I gave way, and wrote it; but, at the 
executing it, I was ſo afflicted in my mind, 
that I ſaid, before my maſter and the friend, 
| that 
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that I believed ſlave-keeping to be a practice 
inconſiſtent with the chriſtian religion: this 
in ſome degree abated my uneaſineſs; yet, as 
often as I reflected ſeriouſly upon it, I thought 
I ſhould have been clearer, if I had deſired to 
be excuſed from it, as a thing againſt my con- 
ſcience; for ſuch it was. And ſome time after 
this, a young man, of our ſociety, {poke to 
me to write a conveyance of a flave to him; 
he having lately taken a negro into his houle : 
I told him, I was not eaſy to write it; for, 
though many of our meeting and in other 
places kept flaves, I {till believed the practice 
was not right; and deſired to be excuſed from 
the writing. I ſpoke to him in good will; and 
he told me, that keeping flaves was not alto- 
gether agreeable to his mind; but that the ſlave 
being a gift made to his wife, he had accept- 
ed of her. 
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CHAT 


His firſt journey, on a religious viſit, into Eaff- 


Jerſey, in company with Abraham Farring- 
ton His thoughts on merchandizing, and his 
learning a trade — His ſecond journey, with 
Haac Andrews, into Pennſyluama, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and North-Curolina. — His 
third j Journey, with Peter Andrews, through 
part of Weſt and Haſt- Ferſey — Some pb. 
” 1s /ifter Elizabeth, and her death — His 
fourth journey, with Peter Andrews, through 
New-York and Long-1/land, to New-Eng= 
land — And his fifth journey, with John 
Sykes, to the Eaſtern Shore of Maryland, and 
the Lower Countics on Delaware. 


Y eſteemed friend Abraham Farring- 
ton, bcing about to make a vifit to 
friends on the caſtern fide of this province, 
and having no companion, he propoſed to 
me to go with him; and after a conference 
with ſome elderly friends, I agreed to go: ſo 
we ſet out the fifth day of the ninth month, 
in the year 1743; had an evening meeting at 
a tavern in Brunſwick, a town in which none 
of our ſociety dwelt; the room was full, 

and the people quiet. Thence to Amboy, and 
had an evening meeting in the court-houſe ; 
to which came many people, amongſt whom 
were ſeveral members of aſſembly, they be- 
ing in town on the public affairs of the pro- 
C | VINCE, 
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vince: in both theſe meetings my antient 
companion was enlarged to preach, in the 
love of the goſpel. Thence we went to Wood- 
bridge, Raway, and Plainfield ; and had fix 
or {even meetings in places where friends 
meetings are not uſually held, being 
made up chietly of preſbyterians, and my 
beloved companion was frequently ſtrength- 
ened to publiſh the word of life amongſt 
them: as for me, I was often filent thro” 
the meetings; and when I ſpake, it was 
with much care, that I might ſpeak only 
what truth opened: my mind was often ten- 
der, and I learned ſome profitable leſſons. 
We were out about two weeks, 

Near this time, being on ſome outward bu- 


| fineſs in which evan families were concern- 


ed, and which was attended with difficulties, 
ſome things relating thereto not being clearly 
ſtated, nor rightly underſtood by all, there 
aroſe ſome heat in the minds of the parties, 
and one valuable friend got off his watch; 


I had a great regard for him, and felt a ſtrong 


inclination, after matters were ſettled, to ſpeak 
to him concerning his conduct in that caſe; 
but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 
age and experience, my way appeared diffi- 
cult; but after ſome days deliberation, and 
inward ſecking to the Lord for aſſiſtance, I 
was made ſubject; ſo that I expreſt what lay 
upon me, in a way which became my youth 
and his years: and though it was a hard taſk 
to me, it was well taken, and, I believe, was 
uſetul to us both. 

Having 
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Having now been ſeveral years with my 
employer, and he doing leſs at merchandize 
than heretofore, I was thoughtful of ſome 
other way of buſineſs ; perceiving merchan- 
dize to be attended with much cumber, in 
the way of trading in theſe parts. 

My mind, through the power of truth, was 
in a good degree weaned from the deſire of 
outward greatneſs, and I was learning to be 
content with real conveniencies, that were ' 
not coſtly; ſo that a way of life, free from 
much entanglements, appeared beſt for me, 
tho* the income might be ſmall. I had ſeveral 
offers of buſineſs that appeared profitable, but 
did not ſee my way clear to accept of them 
as believing the buſineſs propoſed would be 
attended with more outward care and cumber 
than was required of me to engage in. | 

I faw that a humble man, with the bleſſing 


of the Lord, might live on a little: and that 


where the heart was ſet on greatneſs, ſuccefs 


in buſineſs did not ſatisfy the craving ; but 


that commonly with an increaſe of wealth, 
the deſire of wealth increaſed. There was a 


care on my mind ſo to paſs my time, that 


nothing might hinder me from the moſt 
ſteady attention to the voice of the true Shep- 


herd. 


My employer, though now a retailer of 


goods, was by trade a taylor, and kept a 


ſervant man at that buſineſs; and I began 


to think about learning the trade, expecting, 


that if I ſhould ſettle, I might, by this trade, 
and a little retaihng of goods, get a Iiving 
| 2 In 
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in a plain way, without the load of great 
| buſineſs: I mentioned it to my employer, 
and we ſoon agreed on terms; and then, 
when I had leiſure from the affairs of mer- 
chandize, I worked with his man. I believed 
the hand of Providence pointed out this bu- 
ſineſs for me; and was taught to be content 
with it, thou; Zh felt, at times, a diſpoſition 
that would have ſought for ſomething great- 
er: but, through the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, I had ſeen the happineis of humility, 
and there was an carneſt deſire in me to en- 
ter deep into it; and, at times, this deſire 
aroſe to a degree of fervent ſupplication, 
wherein my ſoul was ſo environed with hea- 
venly light and conſolation, that things were 
made eaſy to me winch had becn otherwile. 
After ſome time, my employer's wife died; 
ſhe was a virtuous woman, and generally be- 
loved of her neighbours: and ſoon after this, 
he left ſhopkeeping; and we parted, I then 
wrought at my trade, as a taylor; carefully 
attended meetings for worſhip and diſcipline; 
and found an enlargement of goſpel love in 
my mind, and therein a concern to viſit 
friends in ſome of the back ſettlements of 
Pennſylvania and Virginia; and being 
thoughitful about a companion, I expreſled it 
to my beloved friend Ifaac Andrews, who 
then told me that he had drawings to the 
{ame places; and alſo to go through Mary- 
land, Virgina, and Carolina. After conſi- 
derable time paſt, and ſeveral conferences 
with him, I felt eaſy to accompany him 
throughout; 
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throughout, if way opened for it. I. opened 
the caſe in our monthly meeting, and friends 
expreſſing their unity therewith, we obtained 
certificates to travel as companions ; his from 
Haddonfield, and mine from Burlington. 

We left our province on the twelith day 
of the third month, in the year 1746, and 
had ſeveral meetings in the upper part of 
Cheſter county, and near Lancaſter; in ſome 
of which, the love of Chriſt prevailed, uni- 
ting us together in his ſervice, Then we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and had ſe- 
yeral meetings in a new ſettlement, called 
the Red-Lands ; the oldeſt of which, as I 
was informed, did not exceed ten years. It 
15 the poorer ſort of people that commonly 
begin to improve remote deſerts: with a 
ſmall ſtock they have houſes to build, lands 
to clear and fence, corn to raiſe, cloaths to 
provide, and children to educate; that friends, 
who vilit ſuch, may well ſympathize with 
them in their hardſhips in the wilderneſs ; 
and though the beſt entertainment ſuch can 
give, may ſeem coarſe to ſome who are uſed 
to cities, or old {ſettled places, it becomes the 
diſciples of Chriſt to be content with it. Our 
hearts were ſometimes enlarged in the love 
of our heavenly Father amongſt theſe people; 
and the ſweet influence of his ſpirit ſup- 
ported us through ſome difficulties: to him 
be the praiſe. 

We paſſed on to Manoquacy, Fairfax, 
Hopewell, and Shanando, and had meet- 
ings; ſome of which were comfortable and 

edifying. 
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edifying. From Shanando we ſet off in the 
afternoon for the old ſettlements of friends in 
Virginia; and the firſt night, we, with our 


pilot, lodged in the woods, our horſes feed- 


ing near us; but he being poorly provided 
with a horſe, and we young and having good 
horſes, were free the next day to part with 
him; and did ſo. In two days after, we 
reached to our friend John Cheagle's, in Vir- 
ginia: ſo we took the meetings in our way 
through Virginia; were, in ſome degree, 
baptized into a feeling ſenſe of the condi- 
tions of the people; and our exerciſe in ge- 
neral was more painful in theſe old ſettle- 
ments, than it had been amongſt the back 


inhabitants: but through the goodneſs of 
our heavenly Father, the well of living-wa- 


ters was, at times, opened to our encou- 
ragement, and the refreſhment of the ſincere 
hearted. We went on to Perquimons, in 
North-Carolina ; had ſeveral meetings, which 
were large; and found ſome openneſs in 
thoſe parts, and a hopeful appearance amongſt 
the young people. So we turned again to 
Virginia, and attended moſt of the meetings 
which we had not been at before, labouring 
amongſt friends in the love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as ability was given: and thence went to the 


mountains, up James River, to a new ſettle- 


ment; and had ſeveral meetings amongſt 
the people, ſome of whom had lately joined 
in memberſhip with our ſocie 

In our journeying to and fro, we found 


ſome honeſt-hearted friends, who appeared 
-u 
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to be concerned for the cauſe of truth , 
a backſliding people. 

From Virginia, we croſſed over the river 
Patowmac, at Hoe's ferry, and made a gene- 
ral viſit to the meetings of friends on the 
Weſtern Shore of Maryland; and were at 
their quarterly meeting. We had ſome hard 


labour amongſt them, endeavouring to diſ- 


charge our duty honeſtly as way opened, in 


the love of truth: and thence taking ſundry 


meetings in our way, we paſſed homeward; 
where, through the favour of Divine Provi- 
dence, we reached the ſixteenth day of the 
ſixth month, in the year 1746; and I may 
ſay, that through the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, which mortifies ſelfiſh deſires, my 
companion and I travelled in harmony, and 
parted in the nearneſs of true brotherly love, 
Two things were remarkable to me in this 
journey: firſt, in regard to my entertain- 
ment; when I eat, drank, and lodged free» 
coſt with people, who lived in caſe on the 
hard labour of their ſlaves, I felt uncaſy ; 
and as my mind was inward to. the Lord, I 
found, from place to place, this uncaſineſs 
return upon me, at times, through the whole 
viſit, Where the maſtees bore a good ſhare 
of the burthen, and lived frugally, ſo that 
their ſervants were well provided for, and 
their labour moderate, I felt more eaſy; but 
where they lived in a coſtly way, and laid 
heavy burthens on their ſlaves, my exerciſe 
was often great, and I frequently had con- 


verſation with hem. in private, concerning 
ita 
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it. Secondly : this trade of importing ſlaves 
from their native country being much en- 
couraged amongſt them, and the white peo- 
ple and their children ſo generally living 


without much labour, was frequently the 


ſubject of my ſerious thoughts: and I ſaw in 
theſe ſouthern provinces ſo many vices and 
corruptions, increaſed by this trade and this 
way of life, that it appeared to me as a 
dark gloomineſs hanging over the land; and 
though now many willingly run into it, yet 
in future the conſequence will be grievous to 
poſterity : I expreſs it as it hath appeared to 
me, not at once, nor twice, but as a matter 
fixed on my mind. | 

Soon after my return home, I felt an in- 
creaſing concern for friends on our ſea coaſt ; 
and on the eighth day of the eighth month, 
in the year 1746, with the unity of friends, 
and in company with my beloved friend and 
neighbour Peter Andrews, brother to my 
companion before-mentioned, we ſet for- 
ward, and viſited meetings generally about 
valem, Cape May, Great and Little Egg- 
Harbour; and had meetings at Barnagat, 
Mannahockin, and Mane-Squan, and foto the 
yearly meeting at Shrewſbury. 'Through the 
goodneſs of the Lord way was opened, and 
the ſtrength of divine love was ſometimes 
felt in our aſſemblies, to the comfort and 
help of thoſe who were rightly concerned be- 
fore im. We were out twenty-two days, 
and rode, by computation, three hundred 


and forty miles. At Shrewſbury yearly meet- 
: ing, 
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ing, we met with our dear friends Michael 


Lightfoot and Abraham Farrington, who had 
good ſervice there. | 
The winter following died my eldeſt fiſter, 


Elizabeth Woolman, jun. of the ſmall-pox, 


aged thirty-one years. She was, from her 


youth, of a thoughtful diſpoſition ; and very 
compaſſionate to her acquaintance in their 
ſickneſs or diſtreſs, being ready to help as 
far as ſhe could. She was dutiful to her 
parents; one inſtance whereof follows: It 
happened that ſhe, and two of her ſiſters, be- 
ing then near the eſtate of young women, 
had an inclination one firſt day after meet- 
ing to go on a viſit to ſome other young 
women at ſome diſtance off; whoſe compa- 
ny, I believe, would have done them no 
good. They expreſt their deſire to our pa- 
rents; who were diflatisfied with the propo- 


ſal, and ſtopped them. The ſame day, as 


my fiſters and I were together, and they 
talking about their diſappointment, Eliza- 
beth expreſt her contentment under it; ſig- 
nifying, ſhe believed it might be for their 
good. = 
A few years after ſhe attained to mature- 
age, through the gracious viſitations of God's 
love, the was ſtrengthened to live a ſelf-deny- 
ing exemplary life, giving herſelf much to 
reading and meditation. | 

The following letter may ſhew, in ſome 


degree, her diſpoſition : 
Haddonfietd, 
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Haddonfield, iſt day, 11th month, 1743. 
Beloved brother John Woolman, 


In that love which deſires the welfare of 
all men, I write unto thee : I recerved thine, 
dated ſecond day of the tenth month laſt, 
with which I was comforted. My {ſpirit is 
bowed with thankfulneſs that I ſhould be 
remembered, who am unworthy ; but the 
Lord is full of mercy, and his goodneſs is 
extended to the meaneſt of his creation; 
therefore, in his infinite love, he hath pi- 
tied and ſpared and ſhewed mercy, that I 
have not been cut off nor quite loſt ; but, at 
times, I am refreſhed and comforted as with 
the ghmpſe of his preſence, which 1s more 
to the immortal part, than all which this 
world can afford: fo, with delires for thy 
preſervation with my own, I remain 


thy aflectionate ſiſter, 


Eliz. Woolman, jun. 


The fore part of her illneſs ſhe was in 
great ſadneſs and dejection of mind, of 
which ſhe told one of her intimate friends, 
and ſaid, when I was a young girl I was 
wanton and airy, but I thought I had tho- 
roughly repented for it; and added, I have 
of late had great ſatisfaction in meetings, 
Though ſhe was thus diſconſolate, ſtill the 
retained a hope, which was as an anchor ta 
her: and ſome time after, the ſame friend 

came 
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came again to ſee her, to whom ſhe men- 
tioned her former expreſſions, and ſaid, it is 
otherwiſe now, for the Lord hath rewarded 
me ſeven-fold; and I am unable to expreſs 
the greatneſs of his love manifeſted to me. 
Her diſorder appearing dangerous, and our 
mother being ſorrowful, the took notice of 
ir, and ſaid, dear mother, weep nat for me; 
I go to my God: and many times, with an 
audible voice, uttered praiſe to her Re- 
deemer. | 

A friend coming ſome miles to ſee her the 
morning before the died, aſked her, how ſhe 
did? ſhe anſwered, I have had a hard night, 
but ſhall not have another ſuch, for I ſhall 
die, and it will be well with my ſoul; and 
accordingly died the next evening. 

The following ejaculations were found 
amongſt her writings ; wrote, I believe, at 
four times : | 

I. Oh! that my head were as waters, and 
mine eyes as a fountain of tears, that I 
might weep day and night, until acquainted 
with my God. 

II. O Lord, that I may enjoy thy pre- 
fence ; or elſe my time is loſt, and my life 
a ſnare to my ſoul. BE 

III. O Lord, that I may receive bread from 
thy table, and that thy grace may abound in 
me. 

IV. O Lord, that I may be acquainted 
with thy preſence, that I may. be ſeaſoned 
with thy ſalt, that thy grace may abound in 


me. 
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i zl Of late I found drawings in my mind to 
| i viſit friends in New-England, and having 
l an opportunity of joining in company with = 
ii my beloved triend Peter Andrews ; we, hav- #% 
| ing obtained certificates from our monthly 
| 1 


meeting, ſet forward on the ſixteenth day of 
the third month, in the year 1747, and 
reached the yearly meeting at Long-lfland ; 
at which were our friends Samuel Notting 
ham from England, John Griffith, Jane 
Hoſkins, and. Elizabeth Hudſon from Penn- 
ſylvania, and Jacob Andrews from Cheſter- 
field. Several of whom were favoured in 
their publick exerciſe ; and, through the 
goodneſs of the Lord, we had ſome edifying 
meetings. After this, my companion and l 
viſited friends on Long-Iſland; ; and, througg 
the mercies of . we were helped in the # 
work. 
Beſides going to the ſettled meetings of 
friends, we were at a general meeting at Se- 
tawket, chiefly made up of other ſocieties: 
and had a meeting at Oyſter-Bay, in a 
dwelling-houſe, at which were many people: 
at the firſt of which there was not much {ſaid 
by way of teſtimony; but was, I believe, a 
good meeting : at the latter, through the 
{pringing up of hving-waters, it was a day 
to be thankfully remembered. Having viſited 
the iſland, we went over to the main, „taking 
meetings in our way, to Oblong, Nine-Part- 
ners and New- Milford. In theſe back ſettle» 
ments we met with ſeveral people, who, 
through the immediate workings of the ſpi- 
rit 
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1 to Z ritof Chriſton their minds, were drawn from 


ing the vanities of the world, to an inward ac- 
ita quaintance with him: they were educated in 
ay- the way of the preſbyterians. A conſiderable 
hly number of the youth, members of that ſociety, 
of were uſed to ſpend their time often together 
ind in merriment, but ſome of the principal young 
Ad; men of that company being viſited by the 
1g= FX powerful workings of the ſpirit of Chriſt, and 


ine q thereby led humbly to take up his croſs, 


in- could no longer join in thoſe vanities; and 
= as theſe ſtood ſtedfaſt to that inwart con- 
in vincement, they were made a bleſſing to ſome 
the I of their former companions ; ſo that, through 
ng the power of truth, ſeveral were brought into 
11 4 a cloſe exerciſe concerning the eternal well- 
gh 3 being of their ſouls. Theſe young people 
he b cContinued for a time to frequent their pub- 


lick worſhip; and beſides that, had meetings 
of their own ; which meetings were a while 
allowed by their preacher, who ſometimes 
met with them: but, in time, their judg- 
ment in matters of religion diſagreeing with 
ſome of the articles of the preſbyterians, 
their meetings were diſapproved by that ſo- 
ciety ; and ſuch of them who ſtood firm to 
their duty, as it was inwardly manifeſted, 
had many difficulties to go through : and 

their meetings were in a while dropped; 
ſome of them returning to the preſbyterians, 
and others: of them, after a time, joined to 
our religious ſociety. | 
I had converſation with ſome of the latter, 
to my help and edification; and believe ſeve- 
ls ral 
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ral of them are acquainted with the nature of 
that worſhip, which is performed in ſpirit 
and in truth. From hence, accompanied by 
Amos Powel, a friend from Long-lſland, 
we rode through Connecticut, chiefly inha- 
bited by preſbyterians; who were generally 
civil to us, ſo far as I ſaw: and after three 
days riding, we came amongſt friends in the 
colony of Rhode-Ifland. We viſited friends 
in and about Newport, and Dartmouth, and 
generally in thoſe parts; and then to Boſton ; ; 


and proceeded caſtward as far as Dover: and | 


then returned to Newport, and not far from 
thence, we met our friend Thomas Gaw- 
throp from England; who was then on a vi- 
ſit to theſe provinces. From Newport we 
ſailed to Nantucket; were there near a week; 
and from thence came over to Dartmouth: 
and having finiſhed our viſit in theſe parts, 
we croſſed the Sound from New-London to 
Long-Iſland; and taking ſome meetings on 
the iſland, proceeded homeward; where we 
reached the thirteenth day of the ſeventh 
month, in the year 1747, having rode about 
fifteen hundred miles, and ſailed about one 
hundred and fifty, 

In this journey, I may ſay in general, we 
were ſometimes in much weakneſs, and la- 
boured under diſcouragements ; and at other 
times, through the renewed manifeſtations of 
divine love, we had ſeaſons of refreſhment, 
wherein the power of truth prevailed. 

We were taught, by renewed experience, 
to labour for an inward ſtillneſs ; at no time 

to 


2 


2 "a 3 * — & » FLY hen 1— 


2 


+ — & 2 


ip W 


of JOUN WOOLMAN. 31 
to ſeek for words, but to live in the ſpirit of 
truth, and utter that to the people which 
truth opened in us. My beloved companion 
and I belonged both to one meeting, came 
forth in the miniſtry near the ſame time, and 
were inwardly united in the work : he was 
about thirteen years older than I, bore the 
heavieſt burthen, and was an inſtrument of 
the greateſt ule. . 

Finding a concern to viſit friends in the 
Lower Counties on Delaware, and on the 
Eaſtern Shore of Maryland, and having an 
opportunity to join with my well- beloved 
antient friend John Sykes, we obtained cer- 
tificates, and ſet off the ſeventh day of the 


eighth month, in the year 1748, were at the 


meetings of friends in the lower counties, 
attended the yearly meeting at Little Creek, 
and made a viſit to chief of the meetings on 
the Eaſtern Shore; and ſo home by the way 
of Nottingham: were abroad about ſix weeks; 
and rode, by computation, about five hun- 
dred and fifty miles. ” | 

Our exerciſe, at times, was heavy ; but, 
through the goodneſs of the Lord, we were of- 
ten refreſhed : and I may ſay, by experience, 
He is a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble.“ 
Though our ſociety, in theſe parts, appeared 
to me to be in a declining condition; yet, I 
believe, the Lord hath a people amongſt them, 
who labout to ſerve him uprightly, but have 
many difficulties to encounter. 1 


CHAP, 
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CH AP. ME 


His marriage — The death of his father — His 
Jourmes into the upper part of News Jerſey, 


and afterwards into Pennſylvania—Confide= © 


rations on keeping ſlaves, and his wiſits to the 
Families of friends at ſeveral times and places 
— An epiſtle from the general meeting His 
journey to Long-Iſland — Conſiderations on 
trading, and on the uſe of ſpirituous liquors 


and coſtly apparel — And his letter to a 


friend. 


BOUT this time believing it good for 
me to ſettle, and thinking ſeriouſly a- 
bout a companion, my heart was turned to 
the Lord with defires that he would give me 
wiſdom to proceed therein agreeable to his 
will; and He was pleaſed to give me a well- 
inclined damſel, Sarah Ellis; to whom I was 


married the eighteenth day of the eighth 


month, in the year 1749. | 

In the fall of the year 1750 died my fa- 
ther, Samuel Woolman, with a fever, aged 
about ſixty years. 3 

In his life-time he manifeſted much care 
for us his children, that in our youth we 
might learn to fear the Lord; often endea- 
vouring to imprint in our minds the true 
principles of virtue, and particularly to che- 
riſh in us a ſpirit of tenderneſs, not only to- 
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wards poor people, but alſo towards all crea- 
tures of which we had the command. 

After my return from Carolina in the year 
1746, I made ſome obſervations on keeping 
flaves, which ſome time before his deceaſe L 
ſhewed him; and he peruſed the manuſcript, 
propoſed a few alterations, and appeared well 
ſatisfied that I found a concern on that ac- 
count : and in his laſt ſickneſs, as I was 
watching with him one night, he being ſo 
far ſpent that there was no expectation of his 
recovery, but had the perfect uſe of his un- 
derſtanding, he aſked me concerning the ma- 
nuſcript, whether I expected ſoon to proceed 
to take the advice of friends in publiſhing 
it? and, after ſome converſation thereon, ſaid, 
I have all along been deeply affected with the 
oppreſſion of the poor negroes ; and now, at 
laſt, my concern for them is as great as ever. 

By his direction, I had wrote his will in a 
time of health, and that night he deſired me 
to read it to him, which I did; and he ſaid, 
it was agreeable to his mind; He then made 
mention of his end, which he believed was 
now near; and ſignified, that though he was 
ſenſible of many imperfections in the courſe 
of his life, yet his experience of the power 
of truth, and of the love and goodneſs of 
God from time to time, even till now, was 
ſuch, that he had no doubt but that in leav- 
ing this life he ſhould enter into one more 
happy. 5 | 

The next day his ſiſter Elizabeth came to 
ſee him, and told him of the deceaſe of their 
| D faſter 
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ſiſter Ann; who died a few days before: he 
then ſaid, I reckon ſiſter Ann was free to 
leave this world? Elizabeth ſaid, the was: 
he then ſaid, I alſo am free to leave it ; and 
being in great weakneſs of body ſaid, I hope 
I ſhall ſhortly go to reſt. He continued in 
a weighty frame of mind, and was ſenfible 
till near the laſt. 

On the ſecond day of the ninth month, in 
the year 1751, feeling drawings in my mind 
to viſit friends at the Great Meadows, in the 
upper part of Weſt- Jerſey, with the unity of 
our monthly- meeting, I went there; and had 
ſome ſearching laborious exerciſe amongſt 
friends in thoſe parts, and found inward 
peace therein. 

In the ninth month of the year 1753, in 
company with my well-eſteemed friend John 
Sykes, and with the unity of friends, we 
travelled about two weeks, viſiting friends 
in Bucks-County. We laboured in the love 
of the goſpel, according to the meaſure re- 
cei ved; and, through the mercies of Him, 


who is ſtrength to the poor who truſt in him. 


we found ſatisfaction in our viſit: and in the 
next winter, way opening to viſit friends fa- 
milies within the compaſs of our monthly- 
meeting, partly by the labours of two friends 
from Pennſylvania, I joined in ſome part of 
the work; having had a deſire ſome time that 
it might go forward amongſt us. 

About this time, a perſon at ſome diſtance 
lying fick, his brother came to me to write 
his will: I knew he had ſlaves; and aſking 

| kis 


2 
=7 
1 
* 
2 
$5 
© 
os 
8 
75 
2 
52 
* 
3 g 
; 


or. JOHN WOOLMAN. 35 


his brother, was told he intended to leave 
them as flaves to his children. As writing is 
a profitable employ, and as offending ſobef 
people was diſagreeble to my inclination, . I 


was ſtraitened in my mind; but as I looked 


to the Lord, he inclined my heart to his teſ- 
timony : and I told the man, that I believed 
the practice of continuing flavery to this 
people was not right; and had a fcruple in 
my mind againſt doing writings of that 
kind: that though many in our ſociety kept 
them as flaves, ſtill I was not eaſy to be con- 
cerned in it; and deſired to be excuſed from 
going to write the will. I ſpake to him in 
the fear of the Lord; and he made no reply 
to what I ſaid, but went away: he alſo had 
ſome concerns in the practice; and I thought 
he was difpleaſed with me, In this cafe I 
had a freſh confirmation, that acting con- 


trary to preſent outward intereſt, from a mo- 


tive of divine love, and in regard to truth 


and righteouſneſs, and thereby incurring the 


reſentments of people, opens the way to a 
treaſure better than ſilver, and to a friend= 
thip exceeding the friendſhip of men. 

The manuſcript before-mentioned having 
laid by me ſeveral years, the publication of 
it reſted weightily upon me ; and this year I 
offered it to the reviſal of friends, who, hav- 
ing examined and made ſome ſmall altera- 
tions in it, directed a number of copies there- 


of to be publiſhed and diſperſed amongſt 


friends. 
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In the year 1754, I found my mind drawn 
to join in a viſit to friends families belonging 
to Cheſterfield monthly-meeting ; and hav- 
ing the approbation of our own, I went to 
their monthly-mecting in order to confer 
with friends, and ſee if way opened for it: 
I had conference with ſome of their mem- 
bers, the propoſal having been opened betore 
in their meeting, and one friend agreed. to 
join with me as a companion for a begin- 
ning ; but when meeting was ended, I felt 
great diſtreſs of mind, and doubted what 
way to take, or whether to go home and wait 
for greater clearneſs: I kept my diſtreſs ſe- 
cret ; and going with a friend to his houſe, 
my defires were to the great Shepherd for his 
heavenly inſtruction ; and in the morning I 
felt eaſy to proceed on the viſit, being very 
low in my mind: and as mine eye was turn- 
ed to the Lord, waiting in families in deep 
reverence before him, he was pleaſed graci- 
ouſly to afford help; ſo that we had many 
comfortable opportunities, and it appeared as 
a freſh viſitation to ſome young people. I 
ſpent ſeveral weeks this winter 1n the ſervice 
part of which time was employed near home. 
And again in the following winter I was ſe- 
veral weeks in the ſame ſervice ; ſome part of 
the time at Shrewſbury, in company with my 
beloved friend John Sykes ; and have cauſe 
humbly to acknowledge, that thro' the good- 
neſs of the Lord, our hearts were, at times, 
enlarged in his love; ; and ſtrength was given 

to 
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to go through the trials which, in the courſe 
of our viſit, attended us. | 

From a diſagreement between the powers 
of England and France, it was now a time 
of trouble on this Continent ; and an epiſtle 
to friends went forth from our general ſpring - 
meeting, which I thought good to give a 
place in this journal, f 


An EPISTLE from our general ſpring meet» 
ing of miniſters and elders for Pennſylva- 
nia and New-Jerſey, held at Philadelphia, 
from the twenty-ninth of the third month, 
to the firſt of the fourth month, incluſive, 


L733. > 
To friends on the continent of America, 


Dear friends, 


FT an humble ſenſe of divine goodneſs, and 


the gracious continuation of God's love to 
his people, we tenderly ſalute you; and are 
at this time therein engaged in mind, that all 


of us who profeſs the truth, as held forth 


and publiſhed by our worthy predeceſſors in 
this latter age of the world, may keep near 
to that life which 1s the light of men, and be 
{trengthened to hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
taith without wavering, that our truſt may 
not be in man, but in the Lord alone, who 
ruleth in the army of heaven, and in the 
kingdoms of men, before whom the earth is 
as the duſt of the ballance, and her inha- 
*+* bitants as graſshoppers.” Iſa. xl. 22. 

| We 
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We (being convinced that the gracious de- 
ſign of the Almighty in ſending his Son in- 
to the world, was to repair the breach made 
by diſobedience, to finiſh fin and tranſgreſ- 
. that his kingdom might come, and his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven) have 
found it to be our duty to ceaſe from thoſe 
national conteſts productive of miſery and 
bloodſhed, and ſubmit our cauſe to Him 
the Moſt High, whole tender love to his chil- 
dren exceeds the moſt warm affections of na- 
tural parents, and who hath promiſed to his 
ſeed throughout the carth, as to one indivi- 
dual, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
e thee,” Heb. xiii. 5. And as we, through 
the gracious dealings of the Lord our God, 
have had experience of that work which is 
carried on, © not by earthy might, nor by 
% power, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord 
Jof Hoſts :” Zech. iv, 6. By which opera- 
tion, that ſpiritual kingdom is ſet up, which 
is to ſubdue and break in pieces all king- 


doms that oppoſe it, and ſhall ſtand for ever. 


In a deep ſenſe thereof, and of the ſafety, 
ſtability and peace hens ; is in it, we are de- 
ſirous that all who profeſs che truth, may 
be inwardly acquainted with it, and thereby 
be qualified to conduct in all parts of our 
life as becomes our peaceable profeſſion: And 
we truſt, as there is a faithful continuance 
to depend wholly upon the almighty arm, 
from one generation to another, the peacea- 
ble kingdom will gradually be extended 


from fea to ſea, and from the river to the 
ends 


WWW CCCP S e 15 3 - df LS 2 
i / ß /// / tad Cog 
õöͥͤ —— r dd ⁰ Ss EN 
Fre 3 ES s 8 [7 . — 1 b * * 5 8 2 . — . 
. R ; AR Us nr bog F N Bs N Fes 2 2 5 y 
e 8 8 n N - 5 , . "Re; 7 5 
4 85 N e e 75 5 ; 


et AS ES bn, 
„ Cc 
7 


8 


8; 


or JOHN WOOLMAN. 39 


cc ends of the earth, Zech. ix. 10. to the 
completion of thoſe propheſies already be- 
gun, that nation {hall not lift up a ſword 
* againſt nation, nor learn war any more.” 
Ifa. ii. 4. Micah iv. 3. „ 

And, dearly beloved friends, ſeeing we have 
theſe promiſes, and believe that God is begin- 
ning to fulfil them, let us conſtantly endeavour 
to have our minds ſufficiently diſentangled 
from the ſurfeiting cares of this life, and re- 
deemed from the love of the world, that no 
earthly poſſeſſions nor enjoyments may bias 
our judgments, or turn us from that reſigna- 
tion, and entire truſt in God, to which his 
bleſſing is moſt ſurely annexed; then ma 
we ſay, © Our Redeemer is mighty, he will 
5 plead our cauſe for us.“ Jer. I. 34. And if, 
for the further promoting his moſt gracious 
purpoſes in the earth, he thould give us to taſte 
of that bitter cup which his faithful ones 
have often partook of; O that we may be 


rightly prepared to receive it! 


And now, dear friends, with reſpect to the 


commotions and ſtirrings of the powers of 


the earth at this time near us, we are deſi- 
rous that none of us may be moved thereat; 
But repoſe ourſelves in the munition of 
© that rock that all theſe ſhakings ſhall not 
move, even in the knowledge and feeling 
of the eternal power of God, keeping us 
ſubjectly given up to his heavenly will, and 
ieel it daily to mortify that which remains 
in any of us which is of this world : en 

the 
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the worldly. part in any, is the changeable 
part, and that is up and down, full and 
empty, joyful and ſorrowful, as things go 
well or ill in this world; for as the truth 
is but one, and many are made partakers 
of 1ts ſpirit, ſo the world is but one, and 
many are made partakers of the ſpirit of 
it; and ſo many as do partake of it, ſo 
many will be ſtraitened and perplexed with 
it: but they who are ſingle ta the truth, 

waiting daily to feel the life and virtue of 
it in their hearts, theſe ſhall rejoice in the 
midſt of adverſity, and have to experience 
with the prophet, That “ Although the fig- 
„tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
* be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
& ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat; the flack ſhall be cut off from the 
“ fald, and there ſhall be no herd in the 
« ſtalls ; yet will they rejoice in the Lord, 

* and joy in the God of their ſalvation. 5 
Hab. iii. 17, 18. 

If, contrary to this, we profeſs the truth, 
and not living under the power and influ- 
ence of it, are producing fruits diſagreeable 
to the purity thereof, and truſt to the ſtrength 
of man to ſupport ourſelves, therein our con- 
fidence will be vain, For He, who removed 
the hedge from his vineyard, and gave it to 
be trodden under foot, by reaſon of the wild 
grapes it produced, (ia. v. F.) remains un- 
changeable: and if, for the chaſtiſement of 
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own glory, he doth ariſe, even, to ſhake ter- 
ribly the earth, who then may oppoſe him, 
and proſper ! ; 
We remain, in the love of the goſpel, 
your friends and brethren. 


Signed by fourteen friends. 


Scrupling to do writings relative to keep- 
ing ſlaves, having been a means of ſundry 
ſmall trials to me, in which I have ſo evi- 
dently felt my own will ſet aſide, that I think 
it good to mention a few of them—Tradeſ- 
men and retailers of goods, who depend on 
their buſineſs for a living, are naturally in- 
clined to keep the good-will of their cuſtom- 
ers; nor is it a pleaſant thing for young 
men to be under any neceſſity to queſtion the 
judgment or honeſty of elderly men, and 
more eſpecially of ſuch who have a fair re- 
putation. Deep-rooted cuſtoms, tho wrong, 
are not eaſily altered; but it is the duty of 
every one to be firm in that which they cer- 
tainly know is right for them. A charitable. 
benevolent man, well acquainted with. a ne- 
gro, may, I believe, under ſome circum- 
ſtances, keep him in his family as a ſervant, 
on no other motives than the negroe's good ; 
but man, as man knows not what ſhall be af- 
ter him, nor hath he any aſſurance that his 
children will attain to that perfection in wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs neceſſary rightly to exer- 
ciſe ſuch power: hence it is clear to me, that 
I ought not to be the ſcribe where wills are 

drawn, 
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drawn, in which ſome children are made ab- 
ſolute maſters over others during life. 
About this time, an antient man of good 
eſteem in the neighbourhood, came to my 
| houſe to get his will wrote; he had young 
negroes ; and I aſked him privately, how he 
purpoſed to diſpoſe of them? he told me: 
I then faid, I cannot write thy will without 
breaking my own peace; and reſpectfully 
por him my reaſons for it: he ſignified that 
e had a choice that I ſhould have wrote it; 
but as I could not, conſiſtent with my con- 
ſcience, he did not defire it: and ſo he got 
it wrote by ſome other perſon, And a few 
ears after, there being great alterations in 
is family, he came again to get me to write 
his will : his negroes were yet young ; and 
his ſon, to whom he intended to give them, 
was, ſince he firſt ſpoke to me, from a liber- 
tine, become a ſober young man ; and he 
ſuppoſed, that I would have been free, on 
that account, to write it. We had much 
friendly talk on the ſubject, and then de- 
ferred it: and a few days after, he came 
again, and directed their freedom; and ſo I 
wrote his will. 
Near the time the laſt mentioned friend 
firſt ſpoke to me, a neighbour received a bad 
bruiſe in his body, and ſent for me to bleed 
him; which being done, he deſired me to 
Write his will: I took notes; and, amongſt 
other things, he told me to which of his 
children he gave his young negro: I conſi- 
dered the pain and diſtreſs he was in, and 
| | knew 
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knew not how it would end; ſo I wrote his 
will, ſave only that part concerning his ſlave, 
and carrying it to his bed-ſide, read it to him; 
and then told him in a friendly way, that l could 
not write any inſtruments by which my fellow - 
creatures were made ſlaves, without bringing 
trouble on my own mind: I let him know that 
I charged nothing for what I had done; and 
deſired to be excuſed from doing the other 
part in the way he propoſed : we then had a 
ſerious conference on the ſubject ; at length, 
he agreeing to ſet her free, I finiſhed his wall. 
HFaving found drawings in my mind to 
viſit friends on Long-Iſland, after obtaining 
a certificate from our monthly-meeting, I 
ſet off on the twelfth day of the fifth month, 
in the year 1756. When J reached the iſland, 
I lodged the firſt night at the houſe of my 
dear Fiend Richard Hallet : the next day, be- 
ing the firſt of the week, I was at the meet- 
ing in Newtown; in which we experienced 
the renewed manifeſtations of the love' of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the comfort of the honeſt- 
hearted. I went that night to Fluſhing; 
and the next day, in company with my be- 
loved friend Matthew Franklin, we crofled 
the at White-Stone ; were at three meet- 
ings on the main, and then returned to the 
iſland ; where I ſpent the remainder of the 
week in viſiting meetings. The Lord, I be- 
lieve, hath a people in thoſe parts, who are 
honeſtly inclined to ſerve him ; but many, I 
fear, are too much clogged with the things 
of this life, and do not come forward bear- 
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ing the croſs in ſuch faithfulneſs as he calls 


for. 

My mind was deeply engaged i in this viſit, 
both in public and private ; and, at ſeveral 
places where I was, on obſerving that they 
had ſlaves, I found myſelf under a neceſſity, 
in a friendly way, to labour with them on 
that ſubject; expreſſing, as way opened, the 
inconſiſtency of that practice with the purity 
of the chriſtian religion, and the ill effects of 
it manifeſted amongſt us. 

The latter end of the week, their yearly= 
meeting began ; at which were our friends 
John Scarbrough, Jane Hoſkins, and Suſan- 
nah Brown, from Pennſylvania : the publick 
meetings were large, and meaſurably favour- 
ed with divine goodneſs, 

The exerciſe of my mind, at this meeting, 
was chiefly on account of thoſe who were 
conſidered as the foremoſt rank in the ſoci- 
ety: and in a meeting of miniſters and el- 
ders, way opened, that I expreſſed in ſome 
meaſure what lay upon me; and at a time 
when friends were met for tranſacting the 
affairs of the church, having ſet a while ſi- 
lent, I felt a weight on my mind, and ſtood 
up; and, through the gracious regard of 
our heavenly Father, ſtrength was given fully 
to clear myſelf of a burthen, which for ſome 
days had been increaſing upon me. 

Through the humbling diſpenſations of 
Divine Providence, men are ſometimes fitted 
for his ſervice. The meſſages of the prophet 
Jeremiah were ſo diſagreeable to the * 
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and ſo reverſe to the ſpirit they lived in, that 
he became the object of their reproach ; and 
in the weakneſs of nature, thought of deſiſt- 
ing from his prophetick office; but, ſaith he, 
„His word was in my heart as a burning 
fire ſhut up in my bones; and I was weary 
** with forbearing, and could not ſtay,” I 
ſaw at this time, that if I was honeſt in de- 
claring that which truth opened in me, I 
could not pleaſe all men; and laboured to 
be content in the way of my duty, however 
diſagreeable to my own inclination. After 
this I went homeward, taking Woodbridge 
and Plainfield in my way; in both which 
meetings, the pure influence of divine love 
was manifeſted; in an humbling ſenſe where- 
of I went home: having been out about 
twenty-four days, and rode about three 
hundred and fixteen miles. 

While I was out on this journey, my heart 
was much affected with a ſenſe of the ſtate 
of the churches in our ſouthern provinces ; 
and believing the Lord was calling me. to 
ſome further labour. amongſt them, I was 
bowed in reverence before him, with fervent 
defires that I might find ſtrength to reſign 
myſelf up to his heavenly will. 

Until this year, 1756, I continued to re- 
tail goods, beſides following my trade as a 
taylor; about which time, I grew uneaſy 
on account of my buſineſs growing too cum- 
berſome. I had began with ſelling trim- 
mings for garments, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to bell cloths and linens; and, at 
length, 
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length, having got a conſiderable ſhop of 
goods, my trade increaſed every year, and 
the road to large buſineſs appeared open; but 
I felt a ſtop in my mind. 

Through the mercies of the Almighty, I 
had, in a good degree, learned to be content 
with a plain way of living: I had but a 
mall family; and on ſerious conſideration, 
I believed truth did not require me to engage 
in much cumbering affairs: it had been my 
general practice to buy and ſell things really 
uſeful: things that ſerved chiefly to pleaſe tho 
vain mind in people, I was not eaſy to trade 
in; ſeldom did it; and whenever I did, I 
found it weaken me as a chriſtian, 

The increaſe of buſineſs. became my bur- 
then; for though my natural inclination was 
toward kc, yet I believed trath re- 
quired me to live more free from outward 
cumbers : and there was now a ſtrife in my 
mind between the two; and in this exerciſe 
my prayers were put up to the Lord, who 
graciouſly heard me, and gave me a heart re- 
ſigned to his holy will: then I leſſened my 
outward bufineſs ; and, as I had opportuni- 
ty, told my cuſtomers of my intentions, that 
they might confider what thop to turn to: 
and, in a while, wholly laid down merchan- 
dize, following my trade as a taylor; myſelf 
only, having no apprentice. I alſo had a 
nurſery of apple-trees ; in which I employed 
ſome of my time in hoeing, grafting, trim- 
ming, and inoculating. In merchandiſe it 
18 the — where I lived, to fell chiefly 
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on credit, and poor people often get in debt; 
and when payment is expected, not having 
wherewith to pay, their creditors often fue 
for it at law. Having often obſerved occur- 
rences of this kind, I found it good for me 
to adviſe poor people to take ſuch goods as 
were moſt uſeful and not coſtly, © | 

In the time of trading, I had an opportu- 
nity of feeing, that the too liberal uſe of ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and the cuſtom of wearing 
too coſtly apparel, led tome people into great 
inconveniencies ; and theſe two things appear 
to be often connected one with the other; for 
by not attending to that uſe of things which 
is conſiſtent with univerſal righteouſneſs, 
there is an increaſe of labour which extends 
beyond what our heavenly Father intends for 
us: and by great labour, and often by much 
ſweating, there is, even among ſuch who are 
not drunkards, a craving of ſome liquors to 
revive the ſpirits: that partly by the luxuri- 
ous drinking of ſome, and partly by the 


drinking of others, (led to it through immo- 


derate labour) very great quantities of rum 
are every year expended in our colonies; the 
greater part of which we ſhould have no need 
of, did we ſteadily attend to pure wiſdom. 
Where men take pleaſure in feeling their 
minds elevated with ſtrong drink, and ſo in- 
dulge their appetite as to diſorder their un- 
derſtandings, neglect their duty as members 
in a family or civil ſociety, and caſt off all 
regard to religion, their caſe is much to be 
pitied ; and where ſuch whoſe lives are for 
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the moſt paſt regular, and whoſe examples 
have a ſtrong influence on the Ka hg of 
others, adhere to ſome cuſtoms which power- 
fully draw to the uſe of more ſtrong liquor 
than pure wiſdom allows; this alſo, as it 
hinders the ſpreading of the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, and ſtrengthens the hands of the more 
exceſhive drinkers, is a caſe to be lamented. 
As every degree of luxury hath ſome con- 
nexion with evil; for thoſe who profeſs to be 
diſciples of Chriſt, and are looked upon as 
leaders of the people, to have that mind in 
them, which was alſo in Chriſt, and ſo ſtand 
ſeparate from every wrong way, 1s a means 
of help to the weaker. As I have ſometimes 
been much ſpent in the heat, and taken ſpi- 
rits to revive me, I have found by experi- 
ence, that in ſuch circumſtances the mind 1s 
not ſo calm, nor ſo fitly diſpoſed for divine 
meditation, as when all ſuch extremes are 
avoided ; and I have felt an increaſing care 
to attend to that holy Spirit which ſets right 
bounds to our deſires ; and leads thoſe who 
faithfully follow it, to apply all the gifts of 
Divine Providence to the purpoſes for which 
they were intended. Did ſuch who have the 
care of great eſtates, attend with ſingleneſs 
of heart to this heavenly Inſtructor, which 
ſo opens and enlarges the mind, that men 
loye their neighbours as themſelves, they 
would have wiſdom given them to manage, 
without finding occaſion to employ ſome peo- 
ple in the luxuries of life, or to make it ne- 


eeſſary for others to labour too hard; but for 
Want 
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want of ſteadily 8 this principle of 
divine love, a ſelfiſh. ſpirit takes place in the 
minds of people, which is attended with 
darkneſs and manifold confuſions in the 
world. 

Though wading i in things uſeful is an ho- 
neſt employ; yet, through the great number 
of ſuperfluities which are bought and fold, 
and through the corruption of the times, 
they who apply to merchandize for a living, 
have great need to be well experienced in that 
precept which the prophet Jeremiah laid down 
tor his ſcribe: © Seekeſt thou great things 
for thyſelf ? ſeek them not.“ 

In the winter, this year, I was engaged 


with friends in viſiting families; and, thro' 


the goodneſs of the Lord, we had oftentimes 
experience of his heart=tenderin g preſence 
amongſt us. 


A copy of a letter wrote to a friend. 


| FN this thy late affliction I have found a 


deep fellow-feeling with thee ; and had a 
Fer hope throughout, that. it might pleaſe 
the Father of mercies to raiſe thee up,. and 
ſanctify thy troubles to thee ; that thou be- 
ing more fully acquainted. with that way 


which the world eſteems fooliſh, may feel the 


cloathing of divine fortitude, and be ſtrength- 


ened to reſiſt that ſpirit which leads from the 


ſimplicity of the everlaſting truth. 
5 E We 
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We may ſee ourſelves erippled and halt- 
ing, and from a ſtrong bias te things plea- 


ſant and eaſy, find an impoſſibility to advance 


forward; but things impoſſible with men are 
poſſible with God; and our wills being made 


ſubject to his, all temptations are ſurmount- 


able. 
This work of ſubjecting the will, is com- 
pared to the mineral in the furnace; which, 
thro' fervent heat, 1s reduced from its firſt 
principle: He refines them as filver is 
refined He ſhall fit as a refiner, and pu- 
“ rifier of ſilver.“ By theſe compariſons, 
we are inſtructed in the neceſſity of the melt- 
ing operation of the hand of God upon us, 
to prepare our hearts truly to adore him, and 
manifeſt that adoration, by inwardly turn- 
ing away from that ſpirit in all its workings, 


which is not of him. To forward this work, 


the all-wiſe God is ſometimes pleaſed, chro 
outward diſtreſs, to bring us near the gates 


of death; that life bein ag painful and afflict- 
ing, and the proſpect of eternity open before 


us, all earthly bonds may be looſened, and 


the mind prepared for that deep and ſacred 
inſtruction, which otherwiſe would not be 
received, If kind parents love their children 
and delight in their happineſs, then He, who 
is perfect goodneſs in ſending abroad mortal 
contagions, doth aſſuredly direct their uſe— 
Are the righteous removed by it, their change 
is happy; are the wicked taken away in their 
wickedneſs, the Almighty is clear: Do 5 
< is paſs 
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paſs through with anguiſh and great bitrers 
neſs, and yet recover, He intends that we 
ſhould be purged from droſs, and our ear 
opened to diſcipline. 

And now on thy part, after thy ſore af⸗ 
fliction and doubts of recovery, thou art 
again reſtored, forget not Him who hath 


helped thee; but in humble gratitude hold 


faſt his inſtructions, thereby to ſhun thoſe 
bye paths which lead from the firm founda- 
tion. I am ſenſible of that variety of eom- 
pany, to which one in thy buſineſs muſt be 
expoſed : I have painfully felt the force of 
converſation proceeding from men deeply 
rooted in an earthly. mind, and can ſympa- 
thize with others in fuch conflicts, in chat 
much weakneſs ſtill attends me. | ; 
I find that to be a fool as to worldly wiſ⸗ 
dom, and commit my cauſe to God, not fear- 
ing to offend men, who take offence at the 
ſimplicity of truth, is the only way to re- 
main urimoved at the ſentiments of others, 
The fear of man brings a ſnare ; by halt- 
ing in our duty, and giving back in the time 
of trial, our hands grow weaker, our ſpirits 
et mingled with the people, our ears grow 


dull as to hearing the language of the true 


Shepherd; that when we look at the way of 
the righteous, it ſeems as though it was not 


for us to follow them. 


There is a love clothes my mind white L 


write, Which is ſuperior to all expreſſions z 


and I find my heart open to encourage to a 


holy emulation, to advance forward in chriſt- 
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ian firmneſs. Deep humility is a ſtrong bul- 
wark; and as we enter into it, we find ſafe- 
ty and true exaltation: the fooliſhneſs of God 
is wiſer than man, and the weakneſs of God 
is. ſtronger than man. Being uncloathed of 


our own. wiſdom, and knowing the abaſe- 


ment of the creature, therein we find that 


power to ariſe, which gives health and vigor 


to us. 


CHAP. W. 


His viſiting the families of friends at Burling- 
ton — His journey to Pennſylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and North-Carolma — Conſi- 
dlerations on the flate of friends there; and 
Ihe exerciſe he was under in travelling among 
thoſe fo generally concerned m keeping flaves : 
' -* evith ſome obſervations in converſation, at ſe- 
_ weral times, on this ſubjeft — His epiſtle to 
friends at New-Garden and Cane-Creek — 
His thoughts on the neglect of a religious 
care in the education of the negroes, g 


HE thirteenth day of the ſecond month, 

in the year 1757, being then in good 
health, and abroad with friends viſiting fa- 
milies, I lodged at a friend's houſe, in Bur- 
lington ; and going to bed about the time 
ufnal with me, I awoke. in the night, and 
2 my 
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my meditations, as I lay, were on the good- 
neſs and mercy of the Lord ; ; in a fenſe 
whereof my heart was contrite: after this, I 
went to fleep again; and fleeping a ſhort 
time, I awoke ; it was yet dark, and no ap- 
pearance of day nor moonſhine ; and as 1 
opened mine eyes, I 1aw a light in my cham+ 
ber at the apparent diſtance of five feet,” about 
nine inches diameter, of a clear eaſy brighp- 
neſs, and near its center the moſt raciane!: 
as I lay ſtill without any furprize looking 
upon it, words were ſpoken to my inward 
ear, which- filled my whole inward man: 
they were not the effect of thought, nor an 
concluſion in relation to the. yp but 
as the language of the Holy One ſpoken in 
my mind; the words were, CERTAIN Evt- 
DENCE OF DIvINE TRUTH; and were again 
repeated exactly in the ſame Manner 1 "of 
upon the light diſappeared, 

Feeling the exerciſe in relation to 4 
viſit to the Southern Provinces to increaſe 


upon me, I acquainted our monthly-meeting 


therewith, and obtained their certificate: ex- 


| wy to go alone, one of my brothers, who 


ived in Philadelphia, having ſome buſineſs 
in North-Carolina, propoſed going with me 
part of the way; but as he had a view of 
tome outward affairs, to accept of him as a 
companion ſeemed ſome difficulty with me, 
whereupon I had converſation with him at 
ſundry times ; and, at length, feeling eaſy in 
my mind, I had converſation with ſeveral el- 
derly friends of Philadelphia on the gs 
an. 
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and he obtaining a certificate ſuitable to the 
occaſion, we ſet off in the fifth month of the 
year 17 57: and coming to Nottingham week- 
day . lodged at John Churchman's; 
and here I met with our friend Benjamin 
Buffington, from New-England, who was re- 
turning from a viſit to the Southern Pro- 
vinces. Thence we croſſed the river Suſ- 


quehannah, and lodged at William Cox's in 


Maryland; and ſoon 5 [ entered this pro- 
vince, a deep and painful exerciſe came upon 
me, which I often had ſome feeling of ſince 
my mind was drawn toward theſe parts, and 
with which I had acquainted my brother be- 
fore we agreed to join as companions. 

As the people in this and the Southern Pro- 
vinces live much on the labour of ſlaves, 
many of whom are uſed hardly, my con- 
cern was, that I might attend obs ſingleneſs 
of heart to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
and be ſo ſupported as to remain unmoved 
at the faces af men. 

As it is common for friends on fuch a vi- 
fit to have entertainment free of coſt, a dif- 
ficulty aroſe in my mind with reſpect to 
ſaving my money by kindneſs received, 


whach to me appeared to be the gain of op- 


preſſion. 

Receiving a gift, conſidered as a gift, 
brings the receiver under obligations to the 
benefactor, and has a natural tendency to 
draw the obliged into a party with the giver. 
To prevent difficulties of this kind, and to 
e the minds of judges from any bias, 

was 
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was that divine prohibition e Thou ſhalt 


not receive any gift: for a gift blindeth 


„the wiſe, and perverteth the words of the 
righteous.“ Exod. xxiii. 8. As the diſci- 
ples were ſent forth without any proviſion for 
their journey, and our Lord ſaid the work- 
man is worthy of his meat, their labour in 
the goſpel was conſidered as a reward for 
their entertainment, and therefore not re- 
ceived as a gift; yet, in regard to my preſent 
journey, I could not ſee my way clear in that 
reſpect. The difference appeared thus: The 


entertainment the diſciples met with, was 


from ſuch whoſe hearts God had opened to 
receive them, from a love to them, and the 
truth they publiſhed: but we, conſidered as 
members of the ſame religious ſociety, look 
upon it as a piece of civility to receive each 
other in ſuch viſits; and ſuch reception, at 
times, is partly in regard to reputation, and 
not from an inward unity of heart and ſpi- 
rit. Conduct is more convincing than lan- 
guage; and where people, by their actions, 

manifeſt that the ſlave-trade is not ſo diſa- 
gretable to their principles but that it may 
he encouraged, there 1s not a ſound waiting 
with ſome friends who viſit them. 

The proſpect of ſo weighty a work, and be- 
ing ſo diſtinguiſhed from many who I ei- 
tecmed before myſelf, brought me very low; 
and ſuch were the conflicts of my ſoul, that 
I had a near ſympathy with the prophet, in 
the time of his weakneſs, when he ſaid, © If 


A thou deal thus with me, kill. me, I pray 


-- 6 thee, 
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„ thee, if I have found favour in thy fight; Hl 
Numb. xi. 15. but I ſoon ſaw that this pro- 
ceeded from the want of a full — to 
the divine will. Many were the afflictions 
which attended me; and in great abaſement, 
with many tears, my cries were to the Al- 
mighty, for his gracious and fatherly aſſiſt- 
ance ; and then, after a time of deep trial, 
I was favoured to underſtand the ſtate men- 
tioned by the pſalmiſt more clearly than ever 
I had before; to wit: „My ſoul is even as 
* a weaned child.“ Pſalm cxxxi. 2. Being 
thus helped to fink down into reſignation, I 
felt a deliverance from that tempeſt in which 
I had been ſorely exerciſed, and in calmneſs 
of mind went forward, truſting that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as 1 faithfully attended to him, 
would be a councellor to me in all difficul- 
ties ; and that by his ſtrength I ſhould be en- 
abled even to leave money with the members 
of ſociety where I had entertainment, when 
found that omitting of it would obſtruct 
that work to which 1 believed he had _ 
me: and as I copy this after my return 
may here add, that oftentimes I did ſo, under a 
ſenſe of duty ; the way in which 1 did it was 
thus : when I expected ſoon to leave a friend's 
houſe where I had entertainment, if I be- 
lieved that I ſhould not keep clear from the 
gain of oppreſſion without leaving money, 1 
poke to one of the heads of the family pri- 
vately, and deſired them to accept of them 
pieces of filver, and give them to ſuch of 


their negroes as they believed would * 
c 
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the beſt uſe of them; and at other times, I 
gave them to the negroes myſelf, as the way 
looked cleareſt to me: as I expected this be- 
fore I came out, I had provided a large num- 
ber of ſmall pieces; and thus offering them 
to ſome who appeared to be wealthy people, 
was a trial both to me and them: but the 
fear of the Lord ſo covered me at times, that 
my way was made eafier than I expected ' 
and few, if any, manifeſted any reſentment 
at the offer, and moſt of them, after ſome 
talk, accepted of them. 

The ſeventh day of the fifth 086 in che 
year 1757, lodged at a friend's houſe ; and 
the next day, being the firſt of the week, was 
at Potapſco meeting; then croſſed Patuxent 
river, and lodged at a publick-houſe. 

On the ninth breakfaſted at a friend's 
houſe; who afterward, putting us a little on 
our way, I had converſation with him, in 
the fear of the Lord, concerning his flaves ; . 
in which my heart was tender, and I uſed 
much plainnefs of ſpeech with him, which he 
appeared to take kindly. We purſued our 
journey without appointing meetings, being 
preſſed in my mind to be at the yearly-meet- 
ing in Virginia; and in my travelling on the 
road, I often felt a cry riſe from the center 

of my mind, thus: O Lord, I am a ftran- 
ger on the earth, hide not thy face from me, 
On the eleventh day of the fifth month, we 
croſſed the rivers Patowmack and Rapahan- 
nock, and lodged at Port-Royat: and on the 
_ we * in company with a = 

ne 
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nel of the militia, who appeared to be a 
thoughtful man ; I took occaſion to remark 
on the difference in general betwixt a people 
uſed to labour moderately for their living, 
training up their children in frugality and 
buſineſs, and thoſe who Jive on the labour of 
ſlaves; the former, in my view, being the 


molt happy life; with which he concurred, 


and mentioned the trouble ariſing from the 
untoward, ſlothful diſpoſition of the negroes; 
adding, that one of our labqurers would da 
as much in a day as two of their ſlaves. I 
replied, that free men, whaſe minds were 
properly on their buſineſs, found a ſatisfac- 
tion in improving, cultivating, and providing 
for their families ; but negroes, labouring ta 
ſupport others who claim them as their pro- 
perty, and expecting nothing but ſlavery 
during life, had not the like inducement ta 
be induſtrious. 

After ſome further converſation, I ſaid, 
that men having power, too often miſap= 
plied it; that though we made ſlaves of the 
negroes, and the Turks made ſlaves of the 
Chriſtians, I however believed that liberty 
was the natural right of all men equally : 
which he did not deny; but ſaid, the lives 
of the negroes were ſo wretched in their own 
country, that many of them lived better here 
than there: I only ſaid, there is great odds 


in regard ta us, on what principle we act; 


and ſo the converſation on that ſubject ended: 
and I may here add, that another perſon, 
fame time afterward, mentioned the wretch- 


edneſs 
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edneſs of the negroes, occaſioned by their 


inteſtine wars, as an argument in favour of 


our fetching them away for ſlaves: to which 


I then replied, if compaſſion on the Africans, 


in regard to their domeſtic troubles, were the 
real motives of our purchaſing them, that 
ſpirit of tenderneſs being attended to, would 


incite us to uſe them kindly; that as ſtran- 


gers brought out of affliction, their lives 
might be happy among us; and as they are 
human creatures, whole ſouls are as precious 
as ours, and who may receive the ſame help 
and comfort from the holy ſcriptures as we 
do, we could not omit ſuitable endeavours to 
inſtruct them therein: but while we mani- 


feſt by our conduct, that our views in pur- 
chaſing them are to advance ourſelves; and 


while our buying captives taken in war, ani- 
mates thoſe parties to puſh on that war, and 


increaſe deſolation amongſt them; to ſay they 


live unhappy in Africa, is far from being 
an argument in our favour: and I further 
ſaid, the preſent circumſtances of theſe pro- 
vinces to me appear difficult; that the ſlaves 
look like a burthenſome ſtone to ſuch who 
burthen themſelves with them; and that if 


the white people retain a reſolution to prefer 


their outward. proſpects of gain ta all other 
conſiderations, and do not act conſ{cientiouſ- 
ly toward them as fellow-creatures, I believe 
that burthen will grow heavier and heavier, 
till times change in a way diſagreeable to us: 


at which the perſon appeared very ſerious; 
and owned, that in conſidering their condi- 


tion, 
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tion, and the manner of their treatment in 
theſe provinces, he had ſometimes thought it 
might be juſt in the Almighty ſo to order it. 

Having thus travelled through Maryland, 
we came amongſt friends at Cedar-Creek in 
Virginia, on the twelfth day of the fifth 
month; and the next day rode, in company 
with ſeveral friends, a day's journey to Camp- 
Creek: and as I was riding along in the 


morning, my mind was deeply affected in a 


ſenſe I had of the want of divine aid to ſup- 
port me in the various difficulties which at- 


tended me; and in an uncommon diſtreſs of 


mand, I cried in ſecret to the Moſt High, O 
Lord be merciful, I beſeech thee, to thy poor 
afflicted creature. After ſome time, I felt in- 
ward rehef ; and ſoon after, a friend in com- 
pany began to talk in ſupport of the flave- 


trade, and ſaid, the negroes were underſtood 


to be the offspring of Cain, their blackneſs 
being the mark God ſet upon him after he 
murthered Abel his brother ; 'that it was the 
deſign of Providence they ſhould be ſlaves, 
as a condition proper to the race of ſo wick- 
ed a man as Cain was: then another ſpake 
in ſupport of what had been ſaid. To all 
which, I rephed in ſubſtance as follows : 
That Noah and his family were all who ſur- 
vived the flood, according to ſcripture ; and 


as Noah was of Seth's race, the family of 


Cain was wholly deſtroyed. One of them 
ſaid, that after the flood Ham went to the 
land of Nod, and took a wife; that Nod was 
a land far diſtant, inhabited by Cain's race, 


and 
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and that the flood did not reach it; and as 


Ham was ſentenced to be a ſervant of fer- 
vants to his brethren, theſe two families be- 


ing thus joined, were undoubtedly fit only 


for ſlaves. I replied, the flood was a judg- 
ment upon the world for their abominations; 
and it was granted, that Cain's ſtock was the 
moſt wicked, and therefore unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe they were ſpared : as to Ham's go- 


ing to the land of Nod for a wife, no time 


being fixed, Nod might be inhabited by 
fome of Noah's milz, before Ham married 
a ſecond time; moreover the text faith, 
& That all fleſh died that moved upon the 
% earth,” Gen. vii. 21, I further reminded 
them, how the prophets repeatedly declare, 
that the fon ſhall not ſuffer for the iniqui- 
* ty of the father; but every one be an- 


© ſwerable for his own ſins.” I was trou- 


bled to perceive the darkneſs of their imagi- 
nations; and in ſome preſſure of ſpirit ſaid, 
the love of eaſe and gain are the motives in 
general of keeping ſlaves, and men are wont 
to take hold of weak arguments to ſupport'a 
cauſe which is unreaſonable ; and added, I 
have no intereſt on either ide, ſave only the 
intereſt which I deſire to have in the truth: 


and as I believe liberty is their right, and 


ſee they are not only deprived of it, but 
treated in other reſpects with inhumanity! in 
many places, I believe He, who is a refuge 
for the oppreſſed, will, in his own time, 
plead: cheir cauſe ; and happy will it wy oe 
uc 
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ſuch, who walk in uprightneſs before him f 
and thus our converſation ended. 
On the fourteenth day of the fifth month 
I was at Camp-Oreek monthly-meeting, and 
then rode to the mountains up James-River, 
and had a meeting at a friend's houſe; in 
both which I felt ſorrow of heart, and my 
tears were poured out before the Lord, who 
was pleaſed to afford a degree of ſtrength by 
which way was opened to clear my mind 
amongſt friends in thoſe places. From thence 
I went to Fork-Creek, and ſo to Cedar-Creek 
again; at which place I now had a meeting; 
here I found a tender ſeed: and as I was pre- 
ſerved in the miniſtry to keep low with the 
truth; the ſame truth in their hearts anſwer- 
ed it, that it was a time of mutual refreſh- 
ment froin the preſence of the Lord. I lodged 
at James Standley's, father of William Stand- 
Wilt | ley, one of the young men who ſuffered im- 
priſonment at Wincheſter laſt ſummer, on 
account of their teſtimony againſt fighting; 
and I had ſome ſatisfactory converſation with 
him concerning it. Hence I went to the 
' Swainp-meeting, and to Wayanoke-meet- 
{8 ing; and then croſſed James-River, and 
lodged near Burleigh. From the time of my 
entering Maryland I have been much under 
ſorrow, which of late ſo increaſed upon me, 
that my mind was almoſt overwhelmed ; and 
may ſay with the pſalmiſt, in my diſ- 
<& treſs I called upon the Lord, and cried to 
* my God;” who, in infinite goodneſs, 


looked upon my affliction, and in my pri- 
| vate 
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vate retirement ſent the Comforter for my re- 
lief; for which I humbly bleſs his holy 
name. 

The ſenſe I had of the ſtate of the churches F 
brought a weight of diſtreſs upon me: the 
gold to me appeared dim, and the fine gold 
changed; and though this is the caſe too ge- 
nerally, yet the ſenſe of it in theſe parts hath, 


in a particular manner, borne heavy upon 


me. It appeared to me, that through the 
prevailing of the ſpirit of this world, the 
minds of many were brought. to an inward 
deſolation; and inſtead of the ſpirit of meek=-. 
neſs, gentleneſs, and heavenly wiſdom, which 
are the neceſſary companions of the true ſheep 
of Chriſt, a ſpirit of fierceneſs, and the love 
of dominion, too generally prevailed. From 
{mall beginnings in errors, great buildings, 


by degrees, are raiſed ; and from one age to 


another are more and more ſtrengthened by 


the general concurrence of the people: and 


as men obtain reputation by their profeſſion 
of the truth, their virtues are mentioned as 
arguments in favour of general error; and 
thoſe of leſs note, to juſtify themſelves, ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch good men did the like. By 
what other ſteps could the people of Judah 
ariſe to that heighth in wickedneſs, as to 


give juſt ground for the prophet Iſaiah to de- 


clare in the name of the Lord, *© that none 
calleth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth for 
te truth:” Iſaiah lix. 4. or for the Almighty 
to call upon the great city of Jeruſalem, juſt 
before the Babyloniſh kak. * on 


. 1 
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&. find a man, if there be any who executeth 
« judgment, that ſeeketh the truth, and I 
te will pardon it.“ Jer. v. 1. The proſpect of 
a road lying open to the ſame degeneracy, in 
ſome parts of this newly ſettled land of Ame- 
rica, in reſpect to our conduct toward the 
negroes, hath deeply bowed my mind in this 
journey; and though to briefly relate how 
theſe people are treated is no agreeable work; 
yet, after often reading over the notes I made 
as I travelled, I find my mind engaged to 


_ preſerve chem. Many of the white people in 


thoſe provinces take little or no care of negro 
marriages; and when negroes marry after 
their own way, ſome make ſo little account 
of thoſe marriages, that with views of out- 
ward intereſt, they often part men from their 
wives by ſelling them far aſunder; which is 
common when eſtates are ſold by executors 
at vendue. Many whoſe labour is heavy, 
being followed, at their buſineſs in the field, 
by a man with a whip, hired for that pur- 
poſe, have in common little elſe allowed but 
one peck of Indian corn and ſome ſalt for 
one week, with a few potatoes; the potatoes 
they commonly raiſe by their labour on the 
firſt day of the week. 
"FRE Sms robe enſuing on their diſobedi- 
ence to overſcers, or ſlothfulneſs in buſineſs, 
is often very ſevere, and ſometimes deſperate, 
Men and women have many times fcarce 
cloaths enough to hide their nakednets, and 
boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, are 


often quite naked amongſt their maſter's  chil- 
en: 
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dren : ſome of our ſociety, and ſome of the 
ſociety called new-lights, uſe ſome endea- 
vours to inſtruct thoſe they have in reading 
but in common this is not only neglected, 
but diſapproved. Theſe are the people by 
whoſe labour the other inhabitants are in a 
age meaſure ſupported, and many of them 
in the luxuries of life: theſe are the people 


| Who have made no agreement to ſerve us, 


and who have not forfeited their liberty that 
we know of: theſe are the ſouls for whom 
Chriſt died; and for our conduct toward 
them, we muſt anſwer before Him who is 
no reſpecter of perſons; | 
They who know the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, and are thus 


.acquainted with the merciful, benevolent, _ 


goſpel ſpirit, will therein perceive that the 


indignation of God is kindled againſt oppreſ= 


ſion and cruelty ; and in beholding the great 
diſtreſs of ſo numerous a people, will find 
cauſe for mourning. | 5 

From my lodgings I went to Bunleigh 
meeting, where I felt my mind drawn into 
a quiet reſigned ſtate; and after long filence, 
I felt an engagement to ſtand up; and thro 
the powerful operatien of divine love, we 
were favoured with an edifying meeting. 
The next meeting we had was at Black-Wa- 
ter; and ſo to the yearly-mecting at the 
Weſtern Branch: when buſineſs began, ſome 


queries were confidered, by ſome of their 


members, to be now produced ; and if ap- 
proved, to be anfwered hereafter by their re- 
= ſpective 
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ſpective monthly-meetings. They were the 
Pennſylvania queries, which had been exa- 
mined by a committee of Virginia yearly- 
meeting appointed the laſt year, who made 
ſome alterations in them ; one of which alte- 
rations was made in favour of a cuſtom 
which troubled me. The query was, © Are 
there any concerned in the importation of 
negroes, or buying them after imported ?” 
which they altered thus: Are there any 


concerned in the importation of negroes, or 


buying them to trade in?“ As one query ad- 


mitted with unanimity was, Are any con- 
cerned in buying or vending goods unlaw- 
fully imported, or prize goods?“ I found 
my mind engaged to ſay, that as we pro- 
felled the truth, and were there aſſembled to 
ſupport the teſtimony of it, it was neceſſary 
for us to dwell deep, and act in that wiſdom 
which is pure, or otherwiſe we could not 
proſper. I then mentioned their alteration ; 
and, referring to the laſt mentioned query, 
added, as purchaſing any merchandize taken 
by the ſword, was always allowed to be in- 
conhitent with our principles; negroes be- 
ing captives of war, or taken by ſtealth, 
thoſe circumſtances make it inconſiſtent with 
our teſtimony to buy them; and their being 
our fellow- creatures, who are ſold as ſlaves, 


adds greatly to the iniquity. Friends ap- 


peared attentive to what was ſaid; ſome ex- 
preſſed a care and concern about their ne- 
roes; none made any objection, by way of 


reply to what I ſaid; but the query was ad- 
mitted 
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mitted as they had altered it. As ſome of their 
members have heretofore traded in negroes, 
as in other merchandize, this query, be- 
ing admitted, will be one ſtep further than 
they have hitherto gone: and I did not ſee 
it my duty to preſs for an alteration ; but felt 
eaſy to leave it all to Hum, who alone i is able 
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make 
way for the {preading of truth on the earth, 
by means agreeable to his infinite wiſdom, 
But in regard to thoſe they already had, I 
felt my mind engaged to labour with them; 
and ſaid, that, as we believe the ſcriptures 
were given forth by holy men, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and many of us 
know by experience that they are often help- 
ful and comfortable, and believe ourſelves 
bound in duty to teach our children to read 
them, I believe, that if we were diveſted of 


all 6h views, the ſame good ſpirit that 


gave them forth, would engage us to teach 
the negroes to read, that they might have the 
benefit of them: ſome there were amongſt 
them who, at this time, manifeſted a concern 
in regard to taking more care in the educa- 
tion of their negroes. * 

On the twenty-ninth Ze of the fifth 
month, at the houſe where I lodged, was a 
meeting of miniſters and elders, at the ninth 
hour in the morning; at which time I found 
an engagement to ſpeak freely and plainly to 
them concerning their ſlaves ; mentioning, 


how they, as the firſt rank in the ſociety, 
whoſe conduct in that caſe was much noticed 
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by others, were under the ſtronger obliga- 
tions to look carefully to themſelves : expreſs 
fing how needful it was for them, in that ſi- 
tuation, to be thoroughly diveſted of all ſelf- 
iſh views; that living in the pure truth, and 
acting conſcientiouſly toward thoſe people in 
their education and otherwiſe, they might be 
inſtrumental in helping forward a work ſo 
exceeding neceſſary, and ſo much neglected 
amongſt them. At the twelfth hour the meet- 
ing of worſhip began; which was a folid 
meeting, | | 

On the thirtieth day, about the tenth hour, 
friends met to finiſh their buſineſs, and then 
the meeting for worſhip enſued, which to me 
was a laborious time; but, through the 
goodneſs of the Lord, truth, I believe, gained 

ſome ground; and it was a ſtrengthening 

opportunity to the honeſt-hearted. | 

About this time I wrote an epiſtle to friends 
in the back ſettlements of North-Carolina, as 
follows: 


To friends at their monthly- meeting at New- 
Garden and Cane-Creek, in North-Caroli- 
na. 4 


Dear friends, 
I T having pleaſed the Lord to draw me 
forth on a viſit to ſome parts of Virginia 
and Carolina, you have often been in my 
mind; and though my way is not clear to 
| : come 
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come in perſon to viſit you, yet I feel it in 
my heart to communicate a few things, as 
they. ariſe in the love of truth: Firſt, my 
dear friends, dwell in humility ; and take 
heed that no views of outward gain get too 
deep hold of you, that ſo your eyes being 
ſingle to the Lord, you may be preſerved in 
the way of ſafety, Where people let looſe 
their minds after the love of outward things, 
and are more engaged in purſuing the pro- 


fits, and ſeeking the friendſhips of this 


world, than to be inwardly acquainted with 
the way of true peace; ſuch walk in a vain 
ſhadow, while the true comfort of life 1s 
wanting: their examples are often hurtful. to 
others; and their treaſures, thus collected, 
do many times prove dangerous ſnares to 
their children, | ; 

But where people are ſincerely devoted to 
follow Chriſt, and dwell under the-influence 
of his holy ſpirit, their ſtability and firm- 
neſs, through a divine blefling, is at times 


like dew on the tender plants round about 


them, and the weightineſs of their {ſpirits ſe- 
cretly works on the minds of others ; and 
in this condition, through the ſpreading in- 
fluence of divine love, they feel a care over 
the flock ; and way 1s opened for maintain- 


ing good order in the ſociety : and though 


we meet with oppoſition from another fpirit, 
yet, as there is a dwelling in meekneſs, feel- 
ing our ſpirits ſubject, and moving only in 
the gentle peaceable wiſdom, the inward re- 


Ward of quietneſs, will be greater than all our 


difficulties. 
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difficulties. Where the pure life is kept to, 
and meetings of diſcipline are held in the 
authority of it, we find by experience that 
they are comfortable; and tend to the health 
of the body. 

While I write, the youth comes freſh 
in my way :—Dear young people, chooſe 
God for your portion; love his truth, and be 
not aſhamed of it; chooſe for your company 


ſuch who ſerve him in uprightneſs ; and 
ſhun, as moſt dangerous, the converſation of 


thoſe whoſe lives are of an ill ſavour; for by 
frequenting ſuch company, ſome hopeful 
young people have come to great loſs, and 
been drawn from leſs evils to greater to their 
utter ruin. In the bloom of youth no orna- 
ment is ſo lovely as that of virtue, nor any 


enjoyments equal to thoſe which we partake 


of, in fully reſigning ourſelves to the divine 
will: theſe enjoyments add ſweetneſs to all 


other comforts, and give true ſatisfaction in 


company and converſation, where people are 
mutually acquainted with it ; and as your 
minds are thus ſeaſoned with the truth, you 
will find ſtrength to abide ſtedfaſt to the teſ- 
timony of it, "and be prepared for ſervices 
in the church. 

And now, dear friends and brethren, as 
you are improving a wilderneſs, and may be 
numbered amongſt the firſt planters in one 
part of a province, I beſeech you, in the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to wiſely conſider the force 
of your examples, and think how much your 


has ona may be thereby affected: it is a 
help 
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help in a country; yea, and a great favour 
and a bleſſing, when cuſtoms firſt ſettled, are 
agreeable to ſound wiſdom : ſo-when they are 


otherwiſe, the effect of them is grievous ; and 


children feel themſelves encompaſſed with 


difficulties prepared for them by their prede- 


ceſſors. 

As moderate care and exerciſe, under the 
direction of true wiſdom, is uſeful - both to 
mind and body; ſo, by this means in gene- 
ral, the real wants of life are eaſily ſupphed ; 
our gracious Father having ſo proportioned . 
one to the other, that keeping in the true 


medium we may paſs on quietly. Where 


ſlaves are purchaſed to do our labour, nume- 
rous difhculties attend it, To rational crea- 
tures bondage 1s uneaſy, and frequently oc- 
caſions ſourneſs and diſcontent in them; 
which aftects the family, and ſuch who claim 
the maſtery over them : and thus people and 
their children are many times encompaſſed 
with vexations, which ariſe from their ap- 
plying to wrong methods to get a living. 
I have been informed that there are a 
large number of friends in your parts, who 
have no. ſlaves; and in tender and moſt af- 
fectionate love, I beſeech you to keep clear 
from purchaſing any. Look, my dear friends, 


to Divine Providence; and follow in ſimpli- 


city that exerciſe of body, that plainneſs and 
frugality, which true wiſdom leads to; ſo 
may you be preſerved from thoſe dangers 


which attend ſuch who are aiming at out- 


ward eaſe and greatneſs. 
Treaſures, 
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Treaſures, though ſmall, attained. on a 
true principle of virtue, are {ſweet in the 
poſſeſſion; and while we walk in the light of 
the Lord, there is true comfort and ſatisfac- 
tion. Here, neither the murmurs of an op- 
preiled people, nor thr obbing uneaſy conſci- 


ence, nor anxious thoughts about the events 


of things, hinder the enjoyment of it. 

When we look toward the end of life, and 
think on the diviſion of our ſubſtance among 
our ſucceſſors; ; if we know that it was col- 
lected in the fear of the Lord, in honeſty, in 
equity, and in uprightneſs of heart 8 
him, we may conſider it as his gift to us; 
and with a ſingle eye to his bleſſing, beſtow 
it on thoſe we leave behind us. Such is the 
happineſs of the plain ways of true virtue. 
„The work of rightequſneſs ſhall be peace; 
* and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs 
and aſſurance for ever,” Iſa. xxxii. 17. 

Dwell here, my dear friends; and then in 
remote and ſolitary deſerts, you may find 
true peace and ſatisfaction. If the Lord be 
our God, in truth and reality, there is ſafe- 
ty for us; for he is a ſtrong hold in the day 
of trouble, and knoweth them that truſt in 


Iſle of Wight County, in Virginia, 
29th of ks 5th month, 1757: | 
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From the yearly-meeting in Virginia, I 
went to Carolina; and on the firſt day of the 


ſixth month, was at Wells monthly-meeting, 
where the ſpring of the goſpel miniſtry was 


opened, and the love of : Jefus Chriſt experi- 
enced amongſt us: to his name be the praiſe, 

Here my brother joined with ſome friends 
from New-Garden, who were going home- 


ward ; and I went next to Simons-Creek 


monthly-meering, where I was ſilent durin 

the meeting for worſhip : and when buſineſs 
came on, my mind was exerciſed concerning 
the poor ſlaves ; but did not feel my way clear 
to ſpeak: in this condition I was bowed in 
ſpirit before the Lord ; and with tears and 
inward ſupplication beſought him, ſo to open 


my underſtanding, that I might know his 


will concerning me; and, at length, my 
mind was ſettled in filence : near the end of 


their buſineſs, a member of their meeting 
- expreſt a concern, that had ſome time lain 


upon him, on account of friends ſo much 
neglecting their duty in the education of 
their ſlaves; and propoſed having meetings 
ſometimes appointed for them on a week- 
day, to be only attended by ſome friends to 
be named in their monthly-meetings : man 

preſent appeared to unite with the propoſal : 

one ſaid, he had often wondered that they, 
being our fellow-creatures and capable of re- 
ligious underſtanding, had been fo exceeding- 
ly neglected: another expreſſed the like con- 


cern, and appeared zealous, that friends, in 


future, mi ight more cloſely conſider it: at 
length 
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length a minute was made ; and the further 
conſideration of it referred to their next 
monthly- meeting. The friend who made this 
propoſal hath negroes : he told me, that he 
was at New-Garden; about two hundred and 
fifty miles from home, and came back alone; 
and that 1n this ſolitary journey, this exer- 
eife, in regard to the education of their ne- 
groes, was, from time to time, renewed in 
his mind. A friend of ſome note in Virgi- 
nia, who hath ſlaves, told me, that he being 
far from home on a loneſome journey, had 


many ſerious thoughts about them ; and that 
his mind was ſo impreſt therewith, that he 


believed that he faw a time coming, when 
Divine Providence would alter the circum- 
ſtance of theſe people, reſpecting their con- 
dition as ſlaves. 

From hence I went to, Newbegun-Creek, 
and ſat a conſiderable time in much weak- 
neſs; then I felt truth open the way to ſpeak 
a little in much plainneſs and fimplici- 
ty, till, at length, through the increaſe of 
divine love amongſt us, we had a ſeaſoning 
opportunity. From thence to the head of 
Little-River on a firſt-day, where was a 
crouded meeting; and, I believe, was, thro? 
divine goodneſs, made profitable to ſome, 
Thence to the Old-Neck ; where I was led 
into a careful ſearching out the ſecret work- 
ings of the myſtery of iniquity, which, un- 
der a cover of religion, exalts it{elf againſt 
that pure ſpirit, which leads in the way of 
meekneſs and ſelf-denial. From thence to 

Piney- 
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Piney woods : this was the laſt meeting I was 


at in Carolina, and was large; and my heart 
being deeply engaged, I was drawn forth in- 


to a fervent labour amongſt them: 


When I was at Newbegun-Creck, a friend 
was there who laboured for his living, hav- 
ing no negroes, and had been a miniſter 
many years: he came to me the next day ; 
and as we rode together, he ſignified that he 
wanted to talk with me concerning a difficul- 

he had been under, and related it near as 
follows : to wit, That as monies had of late 


years been raiſed by a tax to carry on the 
Wars, he had a ſcruple in his mind in regard 
to paying it, and choſe rather to ſuffer diſtraint 


of his goods than pay it; and as he was the only 
perſon who refuſed it in thoſe parts, and knew 
not that any one elſe was in the hike circum- 
ſtances, and ſignified that it had been a heavy 
trial to him; and more 1o, for that ſome of his 
brethren had been uneaſy with his conduct in 
that caſe : and added, that from a ſympathy 
he felt with me yeſterday in meeting, he 


found the freedom thus to open the matter, in 


the way of querying concerning friends in our 
parts : whereupon. I told him the ſtate of 


friends amongſt us, as well as I was able; and 


alſo, that I had, for ſome time, been under 
the like ſcruple. I believed him to be one WhO 


-was concerned to walk uprightly before the 
Lord; and eſteemed it my duty to preſerve 
this note concerning him Samuel Newby. 

. From hence I went back into Virginia, and 
had a meeting near James Cowpland's ; it 


was 
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was a time of inward ſuffering ; but, thro? 
the goodneſs of the Lord, I was made con- 
tent: then to another meeting ; where, thro' 
the renewings of pure love, we had a very 
comfortable ſeaſon. _ 

Travelling up and down of late, I have 
had renewed evidences, that to be faithful to 
the Lord, and content with his will concern- 
ing me, is a moſt neceſſary and uſeful leſſon 
for me to be learning; looking leſs at the ef- 
feats of my labour, than at the pure motion 
and reality of the concern, as it ariſes from 
heavenly love. In the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength; and as the mind, by a hum- 
ble reſignation, is united to him , and we 
utter words from an inward knowledge that 
they ariſe from the heavenly ſpring, though 
pur way may be difficult, and require cloſe 
attention to keep in it; and though the man- 
ner in which we may be led may tend to our 
own abaſement ; yet, if We continue in pa- 
tience and meeknels, heavenly peace is the re- 
ward of our labours. 

From thence I went to Curles- meeting 2 
which, though ſmall, was reviving to the 
honeſt-hearted, Thence to Black-Creek and 
Caroline meetings from whence, accompa- 
nied by William Standley hefore- mentioned, 
we rode to Gooſe-Creek, being much thro 
the woods, and about one hundred miles. 
We lodged, the firſt night, at a publick- 
houſe ; the ſecond, in the woods ; and the 
next day, we reached a friend's houſe, at 
Goole-Creek, In the woods we lay under 
ſome 
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ſome diſadvantage, having no fireworks nor 
bells for our horſes ; but we ſtopped a little 
before night, and let them feed on the wild 
graſs which was plenty; in the mean time 


cutting with our knives a ſtore againſt night, 


and then tied them; and gathering ſome buſh- 
es under an oak, we lay down; but the muſ- 

uetoes being plenty and the ground damp, 
ſlept but little: thus lying in the wilder- 


neſs, and looking at the ſtars, I was led to 


contertiplate on the condition of our firſt 
parents, when they were ſent forth from the 
garden ; but the Almighty, though they had 
been difobedient, continued to be a father to 
them ; and ſhewed them what tended to their 
felicity as intelligent creatures, and was ac- 
ceptable to him. To provide things relative 


to our outward living, in the way of true 


wiſdom is good); and the gift of improving 
in things uſeful, is a good gift, and comes 
from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this gift; and, from age to age, there have 
been improvements of this kind made in the 
world: but ſome not keeping to the pure 
gift, have, in the creaturely cunning and 'ſelf- 


exaltation, ſought out many inventions; 


which inventions of men, as diſtinct from 
that uprightneſs in which man was created, 
as the firſt motion to them was evil, ſo the 
effects have been and are evil. That, at this 
day, it is as neceſſary for us conſtantly. to 
attend on the heavenly gift, to be qualified 
to uſe rightly the good things in this life 
amidſt great improvements, as it was for _ 
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firſt parents, when they were without any 
improvements, without any friend or father 
but God only, | 
- IT was at a meeting at Gooſe-Creek ; and 
next at a monthly-meeting at Fairfax; where, 
through the gracious dealing of the Almighty 
with us, his power prevailed over many 
hearts. Thence to Manoquacy and Pipe- 
Creek, in Maryland ; at both which places I 
had cauſe humbly to adore Him, who ſup- 
ported me through many exerciſes, and by 
whoſe help I was enabled to reach the true 
witneſs in the hearts of others: there were 
ſome hopeful young people in thoſe parts. 
Thence I had meetings at John. Everit's in 
Monalen, and at Huntingdon ; and I was 
made humbly thankful to the Lord; who 
opened iny heart amongſt the people in theſe 
new ſettlements, ſo that it was a time of en- 
couragement to the honeſt-minded, _ | 
At Monalen, a friend gave me ſore ac- 
count of a religious ſociety, among the Dutch, 
called mennoniſts; and, amongſt other things, 
related a paſſage in ſubſtance as follows: 
One'of the mennoniſts having acquaintance 
with a man of another ſociety at a conſider- 
able diſtance, and being with his waggon on 
buſineſs near the houſe of his ſaid acquain- 
tance, and night coming on, he had thoughts 
of putting up with him; but paſſing by his 
fields, and obſerving the diſtreſſed appear- 
ance of his ſlaves, he kindled a fire in the 
woods hard by, and lay there that night: 


his ſaid acquaintance hearing where he lodg- 
ed, 
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ed, and, afterward meeting theme nnoniſt, 
told him of it; adding, he ſhould have been 
heartily welcome at his houſe; and from their 
acquaintance in former time, wondered at 
his conduct in that caſe: the mennoniſt re- 
plied, ever ſince I lodged by thy field, I have 
wanted an opportunity to {peak with thee : 
the matter was; I intended to have come to 
thy houſe for entertainment, but ſeeing thy 
ſlaves at their work, and obſerving the man- 
ner of their dreſs, I had no liking to come 
to partake with thee: then admoniſhed him 
to uſe them with more humanity ; and added, 
as I lay by the fire that night, I thought 
that as I was a man of ſubſtance, thou would 
have received me freely; but if I had been 
as poor as one of thy ſlaves, and'had no 
power to help myſelf, I ſhould have received 
from thy hand no kinder uſage than they. 
Hence I was at three meetings in my way: 
and fo I went home, under a humbling ſenſe 
of the gracious dealings of the Lord with 


me, in preſerving me through many trials 


and afflictions in my journey. I was out 
about two months, and travelled about ele- 
ven hundred and fifty miles. 7M 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 
Confiderations on the payment of a tax, laid for 
carrying on the war againſt the Indians — 
Some notes on Thomat a Kempis and John 
Huf. Meetings of the committee of the year- 
ly-meeting at Philadelphia Ihe preſent cir- 
cumſtances of friends in Penn/ylvana and News 
Jerſey, very different from thoſe of our pre- 
deceſſors — The draughting of the militia in 
News Jerſey to ſerve in the army; with ſome 
obſervations on the ſlate of the members of 
our ſociety at that time — His viſit to friends 
in Pennſykvama, accompanied by Benjamin 
Tones —Proceedmgs at the monthly, quarterly 
and yearly meetings, in Philadelphia, reſpect- 


ing thoſe who keep ſlaves. 
A FEW years paſt, money being made 
4 current in our province for carrying on 
wars, and to be called in again by taxes laid 
on the inhabitants, my mind was often af-- 
fected with the thoughts of paying ſuch 
taxes; and I believe it right for me to pre- 
ſerve a memorandum concerning it: I was 
told, that friends in England frequently paid 
taxes, when the money was applied to ſuch 
purpoſes : I had converſation with ſeveral 
noted friends on the ſubject, who all favour- 
cd the payment of ſuch taxes; ſome of whom 

I preferred before myſelf, and this made me 
eaſter for a time; yet there was in the deeps 


of 


ww 
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of my mind, a feruple which L never could 
get over; andpatigertain tunes, I was greats 
17 nne that accaunn : 
I all along beheved: that there wer dine 
tl hear RO paid ſuch: rates, 
upright nat — ——— l kvas's 
ſufficient reafon for m to do fo,” «Le 
lieved that che ſpirit of truth 
as an individual to fufftr pie he io 
of goods, racked than Pa 01: 24681 
J have been informed e A Nan 
Res lived and died an the profeſſion" of che 
oman catholic religion: and in reading his 


| writings, I have beheved: him to be a man of 


a true chriſtian ſpiritip as fully ſo, as many 
Vvho died martyrs becauſe they could not * 
with ſome ſuperſtitions in that ehurch. 


All true” chriſtians are ofthe ene 


| in their gifts are-diverte , Jeſus Chriſt A 
pointing to each one their - peculiar: office, 
r his infinite wiſ dom 


John Huſs contended againſt the errors 


crept into the church; in oppoſition tothe 
council of Conſtance; which the hifſtoriag, 


reports to have conſiſted of ſome thouſand: Pere 
ſons. He modeſtly vinclicated the cauſe: which 
he believed was right; and though his lan- 
guage and conduct toward his judges appear 
to have been reſpectful, yet he never cond 
be moved from the principles ſettled in His 
mind. To uſe his own words: This I'moſt 
humbly require and deſire of you all, even 
for His ſake who is the God of us all, chat 
© be; not eee to che thing which my 


conſeience 
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conſcience doth; repugn or ſtrive againſt.” 
And again, in his anſwer to the emperor : 
** I refuſe nothing; moſt noble emperor, 
whatſoever the council ſhall decree or deter- 
mine upon me, only this one thing I except, 
that I do not offend God and my conſcience.” 

Fox's Acts and Monuments, page 233. At 
length, rather than act contrary to that which 
he believed the Lord required of him, he 
choſe to ſuffer death by fire. Thomas à 
Kempis, without diſputing againſt the arti- 
cles then generally agreed to, appears to have 
laboured, by a pious example as well as by 
preaching and writing, to promote virtue and 
the inward ſpiritual religion: And I believe 
ey * both ſincere-hearted followers of 

nne. ry 


. True charity is an excellent virtue: and 


erely to labour for their good, whole be- 
lief, in all points, doth; not agree with ours, 
is a happy ſtate. To refuſe the active pay - 
ment of a tax which our ſociety generally 
paid, was exceeding diſagreeable; but to do 


& thing contrary to my conſcience, appeared 


yet more dreadful. When this exerciſe came 
upon me, I knew of none under the like dif- 
fieulty; and, in my diſtreſs, I beſought the | 
Lord to enable me to give up all, that ſo I 
might follow him whereſoever he was pleaſed 


to lead me: and under this exerciſe, I went 
to our yearly=meeting at Philadelphia, in the 


year 1755; at which a” committee was ap- 
pointed of ſome from each quarter, to cor- 


reſpond with the meeting for ſufferings in 


London 
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London, 4 another to viſit our monthly 
and quarterl — meetings; and after their ap- 

fore 


pointment, the laſt adjournment of 
the meeting, it was agreed i in the meeting, 
that theſe' two eommittees ſhould meet to- 
gether in friends ſchool-houſe in the city, 
at a time then concluded on, to conſider 
ſome things in which the cauſe of truth 
was concerned; and theſe committees meets 
ing together, had. a JS conference 
in the Lear of che Lord; at Which time, I 
elved, there were many friends under a 
ſeruple like that hefore- mentioned“. 
As ſerupling to pay a tax on account of 
the application, hath ſeldom been heard of 
| heretofore, even amongſt men of integrity, 
who have ſteadily borne their teſtimony 
againſt outward wars in their time; I may 
here note ſome things Which have occurred 
to my mind, as I have been inwardly exer- 
ciſed on that account: from the ſteady oppo- 
ſition which faithful friends, in early times, 
made to wrong n_ then approved of, they 
were hated and perſecuted by men living in 
the ſpirit of this Den 5 ſuffering with 
firmneſs, they were made a bleſſing to the 
church, and the work proſpered. It equally 
concerns men, in every age, to take heed to 
ure own n. and} in e their ſitu- 
| G 2 a, erte 
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ation with ours, it looks to me there. was leſs 
danger of their being infected with the ſpi- 
tit of this world, in paying ſuch taxes, than 
chere is of us now: they had little or no ſhare 
in civil government; and many of them de- 


clared, 8 = were, throu gh the power of God, 


ſeparated from the ſpirit in which wars were; 
— being afflicted by the rulers on account 
of their teſtimony, there was leſs likelihood 
of uniting in ſpirit with them in things in- 
confiſtent with the purity of truth. We, 


from the firſt ſettlement of this land, have 


known little or no troubles of chat ſort: their 
rofeſſion, for a time, | was accounted re- 
proachful; but, at length, the uprightneſs 
of our. predeceſſors being underſtood by the 
rulers, and their innocent ſufferings moving 
chem, our way of worſhip was tolerated ; and 
many of our members in theſe colonies became 
active in civil government. Being thus tried 
with favour and prof] perity, this world hath 
ed inviting ; ' our minds have been 
turned to the improvement of our country, 
Xo merchandize and ſciences, amongſt which 
are many things uſeful, being followed in 
re wifdom ; but in our preſent condition, 
that a carnal mind is gaining upon us, I be- 
Beve will not be denied. Some of our mem- 


bers, who are officers in civil government, 


are, in one caſe or other, called upon in their 
reſpective ſtations to aſſiſt in things relative 
to the wars; ſuch being in doubt whether to 
At, or crave to be excuſed from their office, 


5 ang their brethren united in che payment 


of 
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of a tax to carry on the ſaid wars, might 


think their caſe not much different, and ſo 
quench the tender movings of the Holy Spi- 
rit in their minds; and thus, by {mall degrees, 
there might be an approach toward of 
fighting, till we came ſo near it, as that the 
diſtinction would be little elſe, but the name 
of a peaceable people. 
It requires great Gifdenjal. and refigings : 
tion of ourſelves to God, to attain chat ſtate 
wherein we. can freely ceaſe from fighting 
when wrongfully —— if, by our fight- 
ing, there were a probability of overcoming 
the invaders: whoever rightly attains to it, 
does, in ſome degree, feel that ſpirit in which 
our Redeemer gave his life for us; and, tho 
divine goodneſs, many of our p 
and many now living, have learned this bleſſed | 
leſſon; but many others, having their religio 
chiefly by education, and not being enough 
acquainted with that croſs which crucifies to 
the world, do manifeſt a temper diſtinguiſh- 
able from that of an entire truſt i in God. In 
calmly conſidering theſe things, it hath not 
appeared ſtrange to me, that an exerciſe hath 
now fallen upon ſome, which, as to the out- 
ward means of it, is different from what Was 
known to many of thoſe Who went before us. 
Some time after the rly- meeting, a day 
being appointed, and letters wrote to diſtant 
members, the ſaid — poo. met at Phila- 
delphia; and, by adjournments, continued 
ſeveral days. The calamities of war were 
no increafing; ; the frontier - anhabitapts of 
enn 
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Pennſylvania were frequently furprized, ſome 
flain, and many taken captive by the Indians; 
and while theſe committees fat, the corps of 
one ſo flain was brought in a waggon, and 
taken through the ſtreets of the city, in his 
bloody garments,” to alarm the people, and 
rouſe them up to war. 

Friends thus met were not all of one anvil 
in relation to the tax; which to ſuch who 
ſerupled it made the way more difficult. To 


refuſe an active payment at ſuch a time, 


might be conſtrued an act of diſloyalty, and 


appeared likely to diſpleaſe the rulers, not 
only here but in England; ſtill there was a 


ſeruple ſo faſtened upon the minds of many 
friends, that nothing moved it: it was a 
conference the moſt weighty that ever I was 
at; and the hearts of many. were bowed in 
reverence before the Maſt High. Some friends 
of the ſaid committees who appeared eaſy to 
pay the tax, after ſeveral adjournments, with- 
drew ; others of them continued till the laſt 


at length, an epiſtle of tender love and cau- 


tion, to friends in Pennſylvania, was drawn 
by ſome friends concerned, an that fubject ; 
and being read ſeveral times and correted, 
was then igned by ſuch of them as were free 
to ſign it, and afterward ſent to-the monthly 
and'quarterly-meetings 

On the ninth day of the eighth month, in 
the year 1757, at night, orders came to the 


military officers in our county, (Burlington) 


directing them to draft the Walliela, and pre- 
N number of men to go off as ſoldiers, 


to 4 
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to the relief of the Engliſh at fort William- 


Henry, in New- Vork government: a few 
days after which, there was a general review 
of the militia at Mount-Holly, and a num 
ber of men choſen and ſent off under ſome 
officers. Shortly after, there came orders to 
draught three times as many, to hold them 
ſelves in readineſs to march when freſh'or- 
ders came: and on the ſeventeenth day of 
the eighth month, there was a meeting of 
the military officers at Mount-Holly, who 

agreed on a draught; and orders were ſent 
to the men ſo choſen, to meet their reſpective 
captains at ſet times and places; thoſe in our 
townſhip to meet at Mount- Holly amongſt 
whom were a conſiderable W of our 
ſociety. My mind being affected herewith; 
I had freſh. apportunity to ſee and conſider 
the advantage of living in the real ſubſtance 
of religion, where practice doth harmonize 
with principle. Amongſt the officers are men 


of underſtanding, who haye ſome regard to 


ſincerity where they ſee it; and in the exe 
cution of their office, when they have men 
to deal with whom they believe to be up- 
right-hearted, to put them to trouble on c- 
count af -ſcruples of conſcience, is a painful 
taſk, and likely to be avoided as much as 
eafily as may be: but where men profeſt to 
be ſo meek and henvenly-minded, and to 
have their truſt ſo firmly fertled in God, that 
they cannot join in wars; and yet; by their 
ot and N in common life, manifeſt 

| a cos 


\ 
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a contrary diſpaſitioh; heir difficulties are 
grove at ſuch a u nme ö 
Oßeers in great anxiety . to 
get troops to aulwer the demands of theit ſu- 
periurs, ſeeing men, who are inſincere, pre- 
tend ſcruple of conſcience, in hopes of be- 
ing excuſed from a dangerous employment, 
they;iare likely to be roughly handled. In 
his time of commotion ſome of our young 
wen left the parts, and tarried abroad till it 
oyer ; ſome came, and propoſed to go 
| ts foes e r . to have areal 
dender cruple in cheir minds againſt joining 
in wars, and were much — — ; 
Gon! of a trial ſo near: I had con- 
verſation with ſeveral of them to my ſatisfac- 
tion At the ſet time hen the captain came 
to ton, ſome of thofe laſt- mentioned went 
and told Him in ſubſtance as follows: That 
they could not bear arms for conſcience- 
ſaka; nor cduild they hire any to go in their 
Places, bang reſigned as to the event of it: 
at length the captain acquainted them all, 
that they might return home for tlie preſent; 
and required them td provide themſelves as 
ſoldiers, and to be in — to march when 
eealled upon. This was ſuch a time as I had 
not ſeen befbre; and vet L. may ſay, with 
thankfulneſs to the Lord; that I believed this 
trial was intended for our good; and I was 
fa voured with reſignation to him. The French 
army taking the fort they were beſieging, de- 
. N it and „ . 
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men finſt draughted, after ſome days march, 
had orders to return home; and chat on the 
ſecond draught, were no n called pen 
on that occaſion. 

On the fgurth how ad the Coors month, in 
the year 1758, orders came to {ome officers, 
in Mount-Holly, to prepafe quarters, a ſhort 
time, for about one hundred ſoldiers: and 
an officer and two other men, all inhabitants 
of our town, came to my houſe; and the of- 
ficer told me, that he came to ſpeak with mie, 
to provide lodging and entertainment for two 
ſoldiers, there being fix ſhillings a week per 
man allowed as pay for it, The caſe being 
new and unexpected, I made no anſwer fud- 
denly ; but fart a time ſilent, my mind being 
inward; I was fully convinced, that the pro- 
ceedings in wars are inconſiſtent with the 
purity of the chriſtian religion; and to be 
hired to entertain men, who were then under 
pay as ſoldiers, was a. difficulty with me. I 
expected they had legal — for what 


they did; and, after a ſhort time, I ſaid ta h 


the officer, if the men are ſent here for en- 
tertainment, I believe I ſhall not refuſe to ad- 
mit them into my houſe; but the nature of 
the caic is ſuch, that I expect L cannot keep 
them on hire: one of the men intimated, 
that he thought I might do it 3 with 
my religious principles: to which 1 made no 
reply; as believing ſilence, at that time, beſt 
for me. Though they ſpake of two, there 
came cady one, who tarried at my houſe about 
two weeks, and DEGREES — civilly; He 8 
when 


90 Tur LEE AND TRAVELS 


when the officer came to pay me, I told hin 
I could not take pay for it, having admitted 
him into my houſe in a paſſive obedience to 
authority, I was on horſeback when he 
ſpake to me: and as I turned from him, he 
| ſaid, he was obliged to me: ta Which I * 
nothing ; ; but thinking on the expreſſion, I 
grew uneaſy; and afterwards, being near 
where he lived, I went and told him on what 
grounds I refuſed LE pay _ W the 
ſoldier.. 

Near the beginning of e year 17 58, 1 
went one evening, in company with a friend, 
to viſit a ſick perſon; and before our re- 
turn, we were told of a woman living near, 
who, of late, had ſeveral days been diſcon- 
folate, occaſioned by a dream; wherein death, 
and the judgments of the Almighty after 
death, were repreſented to her mind in a 
moving manner: her ſadneſs, on that ac- 
count, being worn off; the friend, with 
whom I was in company, a went to ſee her, 
and had ſome religions canverſation with her. 
and her huſband : with this viſit they were 
ſomewhat affected; and the man, with many 
tears, expreſſed his ſatisfaction : and, in a 
ſhort time after, the poor man being on the 
river in a ſtorm of wind, be, with one n 
was drowned. 

In the eighth W of the year 17 58, 
having had drawings in my mind to be at 
the quarterly- meeting in Cheſter county, and 
at ſome meetings in the county of Philadel- 


* I went fill t to ſaid quarterly-meeting, 
which 
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| which was — 5 and ſeveral weighty mat- 
n 


ters came er conſideration and debate; 
and the Lord was pleaſed to qualify ſome of 
his ſervants with ſtrength. and firmnels, to 
bear the burthen of the day: though I ſaid 
but little, my mind was deeply exerciſed; 
and, under a ſenſe of God's love, 1n the an- 
ointing and fitting ſome young men for his 
work, I was comforted, and my heart was 
| tendered before him. From hence I went to 
the youths meeting at Darby, where my be- 
loved friend and brother Benjamin Jones met 
me, by an appointment before I left home, 
to join in the viſit : and we were at Radnor, 
Merion, Richland, North-Wales, Plymouth, 
and Abington meetings; and had cauſe to 
bow in reverence before the Lord our, graci- 
ous God, by whoſe help way was, opened 
for us from day to day. I was out about 
two weeks, and rode about two. Hundred 
miles. 

„The monchly-mnceting of Phitadelphia Ray 
ing been under a concern, on account of ſome 
friends, who this ſummer (17 58) had bought 
negro ſlaves : the ſaid meeting moved it totheir 
prod by pn g, to have the minute recon- 

dered in the yearly-meeting, which was 
made laſt on that ſubject: and the ſaid quar- 
rerly-meeting appointed a committee to con- 
ſider it, and report to their next; vrhich 
committee having met once and adjourned, ; 
and I going to Philadelphix to meet a com- 
mittee of the yearly-meeting, was in town 
the ERS on which the quarterly-meetin g's, 
. com- 
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committee met the ſecond time; and finding 
an inclination to ſit with em, was, with 
ſome others, admitted; and friends had a 
weighty conference on the ſubject: and ſoon 
after their next quarterly-meeting, J heard 
that the caſe was coming to our yearly-meet- 
ing; which brought a weighty exerciſe upon 
me, and under a ſenſe of my own infirmi- 
ties, and the great danger 1 felt of turning 
aſide from perfect purity, my mind was of- 
ten drawn to retire alone, and put up my 
prayers to the Lord, that he would be gra- 
cCiouſly pleaſed to ſtrengthen me; that ſetting 
aſide all views of ſelf-intereſt and the friend- 
ſhip of this world, I en. ſtand fully re- 
hgned to his holy will. 
In this yearly-meeting, Gal. weighty 
matters were conſidered; and toward the laſt, 
that in relation to dealing with perſons. who 
purchaſe ſlaves. "Daring, the ſeveral fittings 
of the faid meeting, my mind was frequent- 
ly covered with-inward, prayer; and I could 
127 with David, that tears were my meat 
0 5 — and night.” The caſe of flave-keeping 
lay heavy upon me; nor did I find any en- 
gagement to ſpeak directiy to any other mat- 
ter before the meeting. Now When this caſe 
was opened, ſeveral faithful friends ſpake 
weightily thereto, with which I was com- 
forted; and feeling A concern to caſt 1 in my 
mite, h ſaid, in ſubſtance, as follows : - : 
In the difficulties attending us in this 
| life, nothing 1s more precious than the mind | 
of truth mia manifeſted ;. and it is "7 
earnel 
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earneſt deſire, that in+this/ weighty matter, 
we may be 1d truly humbled as to be favbur- 
ed with clear underſtanding of the mind 
of truth, and follow it; this would be of 
more advantage to the ſoctety, than auy me- 
dium not in the clearneſs of divine wiſdom. 
The caſe is difficult to ſome who have them; 
burt if ſuch ſet aſide all ſelfrintereſt, and come 
to be weaned from the deſire of getting eſ- 
tates, or even from holding them together, 
. when truth requires the contrary, I Believe 
way will open that they will know how o 
ſteer through hoſe difficulties.” 
Many friends appeared to be deeply hoes 
ed under the weight of the work; and mani- 
feſted much firmneſs in their love to the cauſe 
of truth, and univerſal righteouſneſs on the 
earth : and though none did openly juſtif 
the practice of ſlave-keeping in general, ye. 
ſome appeared concerned, leſt the 2 
ſhould go into ſuch meaſures, as might 
uneaſineſs to many brethren; alledging, [har 
if friends patiently continued under the ex- 
erciſe, the Lord, in time to come, might 
open a way for the deliverance of theſe peo- 
ple: and I finding an engagement to ſpeak, 
ſaid, * My mind is often led to conſider the 
purity of the Divine Being, and the Juſtioe 
of his judgments; and herein my foul is co- 
vered with awfulneſs : I cannot omit to hint 
of ſome caſes, where people have not been 
treated with the purity of juſtice, and the 
event hath been lamentable.: Many laves on 
this continent are oppreſſed, and their = 
| ave 
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have reached the ears of the Moſt High. 
Such are the purity and certainty of his 
judgments, that he cannot be partial in our 
favour, In infinite love and goodneſs, he 
hath opened our underſtandings _ onetime 
to another, concerning our duty toward this 
people; and it is not a time for delay. Should 
we now be ſenſible of what he requires of 
us, and through a reſpect to the private in- 
tereſt of ſome perſons, or through a regard 
to ſome friendſhips which do not ſtand on an 
immutable foundation, neglect to do our du- 
ty in firmneſs and conſtancy, ſtill waiting 
for ſome extraordinary means to bring about 
their deliverance; it may be by terrible things 
in righteouſneſs, God may anſwer us in this 
r oh Lk: obo \ 
Many faithful brethren laboured with great 
firmneſs ;- and the love of truth, in a good 
degree, prevailed. Several friends, who had 
negroes, expreſſed their defire that a rule 
might be made, to deal with ſuch friends as 
offenders who bought ſlaves in future: to 
this it was anſwered, that the root of this 
evil would never be effectually ſtruck at, un- 
til a thorough ſearch was made into the cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch friends who kept negroes, 
with reſpect to the righteouſneſs of their 
motives in keeping them, that impartial juſ- 
tice might be adminiſtered throughout. Seve- 
ral friends expreſſed their deſire, that a viſit 
might be made to ſuch friends who kept 
flaves : and many friends ſaid, that * ſve | 
2 FF eved 
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lieved liberty was the negroes right; to which, 
at length, no oppoſition. was made publicly: 
a minute was made more full on that ſub- 
„than any heretofore; and the names of 
ſeveral friends entered, who were free to ** 
in a Wr t to W who kept ved 18 <8 
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county and-afterwards joining with Daniel 
Stanton and Johm Scarborough, in a viſit to 
uch as kept flaves there — Some , obſervations 
on t be conduct fuch ſhould; maintain who are 
nne to ſpeak in meetings for diſciphne— 
Several more viſits to;fuch:who kept flaves : 
and to friends near Salem-—Some account of 
the yearly-meeting in the year 1759 ; and of 
the increaſing concern in divers provinces,' to 
labour againſt buying and kee A flaves'— 
The yearly-meeting epiſile — His thoughts on 
the Jmaitqox . on inoculation. 


O the eleventh day of the FA: ninuthy 
in the year 1758, I ſet out for Concord; 
the quarterly-meeting, heretofore held there, 
was now, by reaſon of a great increaſe of 
members, divided. into two by the agreement 
of friends, at our laſt yearly meeting. Here | 

I met 
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I met with our beloved friends Samuel Spa- 
vold and Mary Kirby from England, and 
with Joſeph White from Bucks county, who 
had taken leave of his family in order to go 


on a religious viſit to friends in England; | 


5 and, through divine goodneſs, we were:-fa- 
voured with a ſtrengthening opportunity to- 
gether,.. _ -- is by OE nent | 
Alter. this meeting I joined with my friends 
Daniel Stanton and John Scarborough, in 

viſiting friends who had ſlaves; and at night 


. we had a family meeting at William Trim- 
ble's, many young people being there; and 


it was a precious reviving opportunity. Next 
morning we had a comfortable ſitting with 
a ſick neighbour; and thence to che burial of 


the corpſe of a friend at Uwchland meeting, 
at which were many people, and it was a 
time of divine favour; after which, we vi- 


ſited ſome who had ſlaves; and, at night, 


had a family meeting at à friend's houſe, 
Where the channel of goſpel love was opened, 
and my mind was comforted after a hard 


_ day's labour. The next day we were at Go- 
then monthly-meeting: and thence, on the 
eighteenth day of the eleventh month, in 
the year 1758, attended the quarterly-meet- 


ing at London-Grove, it being the firſt held 


at that place. Here we met again with all the 
before- mentioned friends, and had ſome edi- 
fying meetings: and near the -conclufion of 
the meeting for buſineſs, friends were incited 


to conſtancy in ſupporting the teſtimony of 


truth, and reminded of the neceſſity which 
Fes 
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the diſciples of Chriſt are under to attend 

principally to his buſineſs, as he is pleaſed - 
to open it to us: and to be particularly care- 
ful to have our minds redeemed from the love 
of wealth; to have our outward affairs in a8 
little room as may be; that no temporal con- 
cerns may entangle our affections, or hinder 


us from from. diligently following the diftates 


of truth; in labouring to promote the pure 
ſpirit of meekneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs 5 
amongſt the children of men, in theſe days 
of calamity and diſtreſs; wherein God is N 
hung, our land with his juſt judgments. 
Each of theſe quarterly- meetings wers 
large, and fat near eight hours. Here I had 
occaſion-to confider, that it is a weighty thing 
to ſpeak, much in large meetings for buſineſs; - 
firſt, except-our minds are rightly prepared; - 
and we clearly underſtand the caſe we ſpeak 
to, «inſtead of forwarding, we hinder buſi- 
neſs, and make more labour for thoſe on 
whom the burthen of the work 1s'laid, | 
If ſelfiſh views, or a partial ſpirit, have 
any room in our minds, we are unfit for 
the Lord's work; if We have a clear proſpect _ 
of the buſineſs, and proper weight on our 
minds to ſpeak, it behoves us to avoid uſeleſs 
apologies and repetitions: where people ar 
gathered from far, and adjourning a meet- 
ing of buſineſs is attended with great diffi- 
culty, it behoves all to be cautious how they 
detain a meeting; eſpecially when they have 
lat fix or ſeyen hours, and have a great diſ- 
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tance to ride home. After this meeting I 


bode home. 


the'year 1758, I joined in company with my 


friends John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, in 


vifiting ſuch Who had ſlaves: ſome, whoſe 


Hearts were rightly exerciſed about them, ap- 


peared to be glad of our viſit ; but in ſome 
places our way was more difficult; and I of- 


ten ſaw'the neceffity of keeping down to that 
Foot from whence our concern proteeded; 
and have cauſe, in reverent thankfulneſs, 


humbly to bow down before the Lord, who 
was near to me, and preſerved my mind in 


dbalnneſs under ſome ſharp conflicts, and be- 
gat à ſpirit of ſympathy and tenderneſs in 
me, toward ſome who were grievouſſy en- 


tangled by the ſpirit of chis world. 


In the firſt month of the year 1759, hav- 


ing found my mind drawn to viſit ſome of 
the more active members, in our ſociety at 


Philadelphia, who had ſlaves, I met my friend 


John Churchman there by an agreement; 


and we continued about a week in the city: 
we viſited ſome that were ſick, and ſome wi- 


dows and their families; and the other part 
of our time was moſtly employed in viſiting 


fſuch who had ſlaves-It was a time of _ 


exerciſe, looking often to the Lord for his aſ- 
fiſtance; who, in unſpeakable kindneſs, fa- 


voured us with the influence of that ſpirit, 
which crucifies to the greatneſs and ſplendor 


of this world, and enabled us to go through 
Rog „ ſome 
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; 
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Tone heavy labours, in which we bound : 


peace. 


On the twer 5-fourth day of the third 
month, of this „I Was at our Gene- 
ral ſpring. meeting At Philadelphia: after 
which, I again joined with John Churchman 
on a Viſit to ſome more, who had ſlaves n 
Philadelphia; and, with thankfulneſs to our 
Heavenly Father, may ſay, that divine love 
and a true fympathizing tenderneſs of heart, 
prerailed at times in this ſervice. | 
Having, at times; NN a HSiyneſs in 
ſome friends, of confiderable note, tow 
me, I found an engagement in goſpel love 
pay a viſit to one of them; and as I dwelt un 
der the exerciſe, I felt a reſignedneſs in my 
mind to go: ſo I went, and told him in pri- 


vate, I had a deſire to have an opportunity 


with him alone; to which he readily agreed : 
and then, in the fear of the Lord, thing 
relating to that ſhyneſs were ſearched to 
bottom; and we had a large eu reg, 
which, I believe, was of uſe to both of us; 


and am thankful that way was opened for | 
it. | 


On the fourecermh day of the Arch month, 
in the ſame year, having felt drawings in 
my mind to viſit friends about Salem, and 


having the approbation of our monthly= - 


meeting therein, I attended their quarterly- 
meeting, and was out ſeven days, and at 


ſeven meetings; in ſome of which I was 


chiefly filent, and in others, thro' the bap- 


tizing p« ver of truth, my heart was en- 
H 
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karg ed in heavenly love, and found a near 
Fellowſhip with the brethren and ſiſters, in 
the manifold trials. attending their e 
progreſs through this world. 3 
In the ſeventh. month, I. found - an 9 
a crcaling concern on my mind to viſit; ſore 
ive members in our ſociety who. had 
flaßes; and having no opportunity of the 
company of ſuch who were named on the 
minutes of the yearly- meeting, I went alone 
to their houſes, and, in the fear of the Lord, 
acquainted. them with the exerciſe I was un- 
der: and thus, ſometimes, by a few words, 
1. 3 we OE from a heavy bur- 
of Dog of cr 
After chi, our friend John Churchman 
' coming into our province with a view to be 
at ſome meetings, and to join again in the 
viſit to thoſe Who had {laves,, I bore him 
company in the ſaid viſit to ſome i mem- 
* and found inward ſatisfaction. thr * 
At our yearly-meeting in the year 17 59, 
. we had ſome weighty ſeaſons ; where the 
power of truth wag, largely extended, to the 
| ſtrengthening of the honeſt-minded. As 
friends read over the epiſtles, to be ſent to 
the. yearly-meetings along this continent, I 
obſer ved in moſt of them, both this year and 
laſt, it was recommended to friends to la- 
bour againſt buying and keeping ſlaves; and 
in ſome of them cloſely treated upon. As 
this practice hath long been a heavy exerciſe - 
to me, and I have often waded through mor- 
- rffing, -labours on that account ; and, . at 
Umes, 
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times in ſome meetings been almoſt alone 
therein. Now obſerving che increaſing con- 
cern in our religious ſociety, and ſeeing how 
the Lord was railing up and qualifying ſer- 
vants for his work; not only in this relpect, 
but for promoting the cauſe of truth in 
neral, I was humbly bowed in thankfulneſs 
defore him. This meeting continued near a 
week: and, for ſeveral days, in the forepart 
of it, my mind was drawn into a deep in- 
ward ſtillneſs; and being; at times, covered 
with the ſpirit of fuppheation, my heart was 
ſecretly poured out before the Lord: and 
near the concluſion of the meeting for buſi- 
neſs way opened, that, in the pure flowings 
of divine love, I expreſſed what lay upon 
me; which, as it then aroſe in my mind, was 
« firſt to ſhew how deep anſwers to deep in the 
hearts'of the ſincere and upright; though, in 
their differeht'growths they may not all have | 
attained to the ſame clearneſs in ſome points 
relating to our teſtimony: and I was led to 
mention the integrity and conſtancy of many 
martyrs, who gave their lives for the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus ; and yet, in ſome points, 
held doctrines diſtin uſhable from ſome 
which we hold: and that, in all ages where 
people were faithful to the li ght and under- 
ſtanding which the Moſt High afſorded 
them, they found acceptance with him; and 
that now, though there are different ways of 
thinking amongſt us in ſome particulars, yet, 
if we mutually kept to that ſpirit and power 
| which crucifies to the world, which teaches 
; ? us 
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us to be content with things really needful, 
and to avoid all ſuperfluities, giving up our 
hearts ta frar and ſerve the Lord, true unity 
may {till be preſerved amongſt us: and that 
if ſuch, who at times, under-ſufferings 
on account of ſome ſcruples of conſcience, 
kept low and humble, . in their conduct 
in life manifeſted a {pi pirit of true charity; 
a it would be more "1: ag to reach the witneſs 
in others, and be of more CE in the 
a, chan if their ſufferings were attend- 
ed with a contrary ſpirit and conduct. In 
which exerciſe I was drawn into a ſympa- 
thizing. tenderneſs with the ſheep of Chriſt, | 
38 diſtinguithed one from another in 
this world; and the like difpoſition appeared 
to ſpread over others in the meeting. Great 
| is the goodneſs of the Lord toward his poor 
bag e 
An epiſtle went forth from this yearly- 
meeting, which I think good to give a 
place 1n this Journa! 4 being as follows: 
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Dearly beloved friends nk: brechren, ; 


IN an awful ſenſe of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the Lord our God, whole tender 
mondica have long been continued to us in 
this land, we affectionately ſalute you, with 
fincere and fervent deſires, that we may re- 
verently regard the diſpenſations of his : 
vidence, and improve under then 
The empires and kingdoms of the earth 
are ſubject to his Almighty power: He is the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh; and deals with 
his people agreeable to that wiſdom, the depth 
whereof is to us unſearchable; we, in theſe 
: bene may ſay, He hath, as a gracious 
and tender parent, dealt bounti bountifully with us, 
even from the days of our fathers ; it was He 
_ who ſtrengthened them ta labour through the 
difficulties attending the improvement of a 
wilderneſs, and made way for them in che 
hearts of the natives; ſo chat by them they 
were comforted 1 in times of want and diftreſs : 
: 17 
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it was by the gracious influences of his holy 
{pirit, that they were diſpoſed to work righ- 
teouſneſs, and walk uprightly-one towards 
another, and towards the natives, and in life 
and converſation to manifeſt the excellency of 
the principles and doctrines of the chriſtian 
religion; and thereby they retain their eſteem 
and friendſhip whilſt they were labouring 
for the neceſlaries of life, many of them were 
fervently engaged to promote piety and vir- 
tue in the earth, and educate their children 
in the fear of the Lord.“ 

lf we carefully conſider the peaceable 
meaſures purſued in the firſt ſettlement of 
the land, and that freedom from the deſola- 
tions of wars, which for a long time we en- 
joyed, we ſhall find ourſelves under ſtrong 
obligations to the Almi ghty, who, when the 
earth is ſo generally polluted with wicked- 
neſs, gave us a being in a part ſo ſignally fa- 
voured with tranquillity and plenty, and in 
which the glad tidings of the goſpel of 
Chriſt are fo freely puhliſhed, that we may 
juſtly fay with the pſalmiſt, What ſhall 
ve render unto the Lord for all his dane. 

aw?” 

Our own real goed; and the good of our 
poſterity in ſome meaſure depends on the 
part we act; and it nearly concerns us to try 
our foundations impartially. Such are the 
different rewards of the juſt and unjuſt in a 
future ſtate, that to attend diligently to the 
dictates of the ſpirit of Chriſt, to devote our- 
ſelves to his ſervice, and engage fervently in 
is 


o F JOHN WOOLMAN. 105 
his cauſe, during our ſhort ſtay in this world, 
is a choice well becoming a free intelligent 
creature; we ſhall thus clearly fee and con- 
fider that the dealings of God with mankind 
in a national capacity, as recorded in holy 
writ, do ſufficiently evidence the truth of 
that ſaying, ** at is righteouſneſs which ex- 
altetba nation;“ and though he doth not 
at all times ſuddenly execute is judgments 
on a ſinful people in this life, yet we ſee by 
many inſtances, that where men follow 
* lying vanities, they forſake their own mer- 
„ cies;” and as a proud ſelfiſh ſpirit prevails 
and ſpreads among a people, ſo partial judg- 

ment, oppreſſion, diſcord, envy and confu- 
| ſions increaſe, and provinces and kingdoms 
are made to drink the cup of adverſity as a 
reward of their own doings. Thus the in- 
ſpired prophet, reaſoning with the degene- 
rated Jews, ſaith, Thine own wickedneſs 

„ ſhall correct thee, and thy backſhdings 
„ fhall reprove thee : know therefore, that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
*© haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
that my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord 
„God of Hoſts.” Jer. ii. 19. 

The God of our fathers, who hath be- 
| ſtowed on us many benefits, furniſhed a ta- 
ble for us in the wilderneſs, and made the 
deſarts and ſolitary places to rejoice; he doth 
now mercifully call upon us to ſerve him 
more faithfully We may truly ſay with the 
prophet, © it is his voice which erieth to the 


* tx * men of wiſdom ſee his name : 
A cc «They 
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They regard the rod, and him who hath 
appointed it people who look chiefly ar 
things outward, too little conſider the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the preſent troubles ; but ſuch 
who fear the Lord, and think often upon 
his name, they ſee and feel that a wrong 
ſpirit is ſpreading among the inhabitants of 
our country ; that the hearts of many are 
waxed fat, and their ears dull of hearing ; 
that the Moſt High, in his viſitations to us, 
inſtead of calling, he lifteth up his voice and 
crieth ; he crieth to our country, and his 
voice waxeth louder and louder. In former 
wars between the Engliſh and other nations, 
ſince the ſettlement of our provinces, the ca- 
lamities attending them have fallen chiefly 
on other places, but now of late they have 
reached to our borders; many of our fellow 
ſubjects have ſuffered on and near our fron- 
tiers, ſome have been flain in battle, ſome 
killed in their houſes, and ſome in their fields, 


ſome wounded and left in great miſery, and | 


others ſeparated from their wives and little 
children, who have been carried captives 
among the Indians: We have ſeen men and 
women, who have been witneſſes of theſe 
ſcenes of ſorrow, and being reduced to want, 


have come to our houſes aſking relief.—It 


is not long ſince it was the caſe of many 


yaung men in one of theſe provinces to be 


draughted, in order to be taken as ſoldiers; 
ſome where at that time in great diſtreſs, and 
lad occaſion to conſider that their lives had 
been t 00 little conformable to the purity and 

ſpirituality 
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ſpirituality of that religion which we pro- 
feſs, and found themſelves too little ac- 
quainted with that inward humility, in 


which true fortitude to endure hardneſs for 


the truth's ſake is experienced. Many pa- 
rents were concerned for their children, and 
in that time of trial were led to canhder, 
that their care to get outward treaſure for 
them, had been greater than their care for 
their ſettlement in that religion which cruci- 
fieth to the world, and enableth to bear a 
clear teſtimony to the peaceable government 
of the Meſſiah. Theſe troubles are removed, 
and for a time we are releaſed from them.” 
Leet us not forget that the Moſt High hath 
© his way in the :leep, in clouds and in thick 
$2 darkneſs' that it is his voice which crieth 


to the city and to the country; and oh! that 


theſe loud and awakening cries, may have a 


proper effect upon us, that heavier chaſtiſe- 


ment may not become neceſſary! For though 
things, as to the outward, may, for a ſhort 
time, afford a pleaſing proſpect; yet, while 
a ſelfiſh ſpirit, that is not ſubject to the croſs 
of Chriſt, continueth to ſpread and prevail, 
there can be no long continuance in outward 
peace and tranquillity. If we deſire an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, and to be at reſt in that 
ſtate of peace and happ ineſa, which ever con- 
tinues; if we deſire in this life to dwell un- 
der the favour and protection of chat al- 
mighty Being, whoſe habitation is in holi- 
neſs, whote ways are all equal and whoſe 
is now And becauſe of our back- 

ſlidings 
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flidings; let us then awfully regard theſe 
beginnings of his ſore judgments, and with 
abaſement and humihation e to N 
whom we have offended. 
Contending with one equal in ſtrengrh, is 
an uneaſy exerciſe; but if the Lord is be- 
come our enemy, if we perſiſt to contend 
with Him who is Omnipotent, our over- 
. throw will be unavoidable.” 

Do we feel an affectionate regard to poſte- 
rity; and are we employed to promote their 
happineſs? Do our minds, in things out- 
ward, look beyond our own diſſolution; and 
are we contriving for the proſperity of our 
children after us? Let us then, like wiſe. 
builders, lay the foundation deep; and by 
our conſtant uniform regard to an inward 
piety and virtue, let them ſee that we really 
value it: let us labour in the fear of the 
Lord, that their innocent minds, while young 
and tender, may be preſerved from corrup- 
tions; that as they advance in age, they 
may rightly underſtand their true intereſt, 
may conſider the uncertainty of temporal 
things, and, above all, have their hope and 
confidence firmly ſettled in the bleſſing of 
that Almighty Being, who inhabits eternity, 
and preſerves and ſupports the world.” 

In all our cares about worldly treaſures, 
let us ſteadily bear in mind, that riches poſ- 
ſeſſed by children, ho do not truly ſerve 
God, are likely to prove fnares that may 
more grievouſly entangle them in that ſpirit 
of ſelfiſhneſs and exaltation, which ſtands in 
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oppoſition to real peace and happineſs; and 
renders them enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, 
who ſubmit to the influence of it.” _ 

* To keep a watchful eye towards real ob- 


jects of charity, to viſit the poor in their 


loneſome dwelling- places, to comfort them 
who, through the diſpenſations of Divine 


Providence, are in ſtrait and painful circum- 
ſtances in this life, and ſteadily to endeavour 


to honour God with our ſubſtance, from a 
real ſenſe of the love of Chriſt influencing 
our minds thereto, is more likely to bring a 
bleſſing to our children, and will afford more 
ſatisfaction to a chriſtian favoured with plen- 
ty, than an earneſt deſire to collect much 
wealth to leave behind us, for“ here we have 
no continuing city; may we therefore di- 


ligently “ ſeek one that is to come, whole 


„ builder and maker is God.” 
" Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are 
«« true, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſo- 


ever things are pure, whatſoever things 


* are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
„report; if there be any virtue, if there 
*© be any praiſe, think on theſe. things and 


do them, and the God of peace 0 be 
with you.“ | : 


Signed by appointment, and on x behalf of 


our laid mesiing, by ſeven friends. 


On 
, * 3 
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On the twenty=-eighth day of the eleventh 
month, in the year 1759, I was at the quar- 
rerly-meeting 3 in Bucks county: this day be- 
ing the meeting of miniſters and elders, my 
heart was enlarged in the love of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and the favour of the Moſt High was ex- 
tended to us in that and 18 enſuing meet 
in | 
s. had converſation, at my lodging, with 
my beloved friend Samuel Eaſtburn; who 
expreſſed a concern to join in a viſit to ſome 
friends, in that county, who had negroes; 
and as I had felt a draught in my mind to 
that work in the ſaid county, I came home 
and put things in order: on the eleventh 
day of the twelfth month following, I went 
over the river; and on the next day was at 
Buckingham meeting; ; where, through the 
deſcendings of heavenly dew, my mind was 
comforted, and drawn into a near unity with 
the flock of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Entering upon this viſit appeared weighty : 
and before I left home my mind was often 
fad ; under which exerciſe I felt, at times, 
the Holy Spirit which helps our infirmities; 
through which, in private, my prayers were, 
at times, put up to God, that he would be 
pleaſed to purge me from all ſelfiſhneſs, that 
I might be ſtrengthened to diſcharge my 
duty faithfully, how hard ſoever to the na- 
tural part. We proceeded on the viſit in a 
weighty frame of ſpirit, and went to the 
houles of the moſt active members, through- 
out the county, who had negroes; and, 

through 


of JOHN WOOLMAN. nt 
through the goodneſs of the Lord, my mind 


was preſerved in reſignation in times of trial, 
and though the work was hard to nature, 
"= through the ſtrength of that love which 
s ſtronger than death, tenderneſs of heart 
was often felt amongſt us in our viſits, and 
we parted from ſeveral families with greater 
ſatisfaction than we expected. 8 z 
We viſited . Joſeph White's family, he be- 
ing in England; had alſo a family ſitting at 
the houſe of an elder who bore us company, 
and was at Makefield on a firſt day : at all 
which times my heart was truly thankful to 
the Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
new his loving-kindneſs to us, his poor ſer- 
vants, uniting us together in his work, 
In the winter of this year, the ſmall-pox be- 
ing in our town, and many being inoculated, 


of which a few died, ſome things were open- 


ed in my mind, which I wrote as follow : 
The more fully our lives are conformable 


to the will of God, the better it is for us.— 


I have looked on the ſmall-pox as a meſſenger 
from the Almighty, to be an aſſiſtant in the 
cauſe of virtue, and to incite us to cenfider 
whether we employ our time only in ſuch 
things as are conſiſtent with perfect wiſdom 
and goodneſs, 1] 
Building houſes ſuitable to dwell in, for 
ourſelves and our creatures; preparingcloath= 
ing ſuitable for the climate and ſalon, and 
food convenient, are all duties incumbent 
on us: and under theſe general heads, are 
many branches of buſineſs, in which we 
may 


\ 
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may venture health and life, as neceſſity may 
require. | | 

This diſeaſe being in a houſe, and my 
buſineſs calling me to go near it, it incites 
me to think, whether this buſineſs is a real 


indiſpenſible duty; whether it is not in con- 


formity to ſome cuſtom, which would be 
better laid aſide; or, whether it does not 
proceed from too eager a purſuit after ſome 
outward treaſure. If the buſineſs before me 
ſprings not from a clear underſtanding, and 
a regard to that uſe of things which perfect 
wiſdom approves; to be brought to a ſenſe 
of it, and ſtopped in my purſuit, is a kind- 
neſs; for when I proceed to buſineſs with- 
out ſome evidence of duty, I have found, by 
experience, 'that it tends to weakneſs, 

If I am fo ſituated. that there appears no 
probability of miſling the infection, it tends 
to make me think, whether my manner of, 
life, in things outward, has nothing in it 
which may unfit my body to receive this 
meſſenger in a way the moſt favourable to 
me. Do I uſe food and drink in no other 
ſort, and in no other degree, than was de- 
figned by Him, who gave theſe creatures for 
our ſuſtenance ? Do I never abuſe my body 
by inordinate labour, ſtriving to accompliſh 
ſome end which I have unwiſely propoſed ? 
Do I uſe action enough in ſome uſeful em- 
ploy? Or, do I fit too much idle, while ſome 
perſons, who labour to ſupport me, have too 
great a ſhare of it? If, in any of theſe 

= 72, ng, 
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things, T am deficient, to be incired 4 tw 
nder it, is a favour to me. 585 
There is employ necrſſary in Weial ie; 
and this infection, which often proves mer 
tal, incites me to think, Whether cheſe ſocial 
acts of mine are real Auties! if 1 80 on a 
viſit to che widows and facherleſs, do £1 
purely on a principle of charity, free 5 
any ſelfffh views? If I go to a religious 
meeting, ĩt puts me on thinking, whether I go 
in fincerity and in a clear ſenſe of dury ; 1 
whether it is not partly in conformit 
cuſtom; or partly from a fenſible de ghet 
which. my animal ſpirits feel in the com- 
pany of other people; and whether co ſup- 
port my reputation as a religious 1 man, has 
no ſhare in it. 
Do affairs, else to civil ſoclety, call 
me near this infection? If I go, it is at rhe 
hazard of my health indlife; and becomes me 
to think ſeribuſſy, whether jove to truth and 
righteoufnefs is the motive of my attending; 
whether the manner of proceeding, is alto- 
gether equitable; or whether aug t of nar- 
rowneſs, party intereſt, reſpect to outward 
dignities, names, or diſtinctions among men, 
do not ſtain the beaury of thoſe aflerablies,, 
and render it doubtful, in point of duty, 
whether a diſciple of Chriſt ought to attend 
as a member united to the body or not. _ 
Whenever there are blemiſhes which, for 
a ſeries of time, remain ſuch ; that which 
is a means of ſtirring us up to book atten- 
tively on theſe blemithes, and to labour ac- 
os: I _ cording 
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cording to our capacities, to have health and 


ſoundneſs reſtored in our country, we may 


juſtly aecount a kindneſs from our gracious 
Father, who appointed that mean. - - 
The care of a wiſe and good man for 
his only ſon, is inferior to the regard of the 
great Parent of the univerſe for his creatures. 
He hath the command of all the powers and 
operations in nature; and ** doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men:“ 
chaſtiſement is intended for inſtruction, and 
inſtruction being received by gentle chaſtiſe- 
ment, greater calamities are prevented. 

By an earthquake hundreds of houſes are 
ſometimes ſhaken down in a few minutes, 
and multitudes of people periſh ſuddenly ; 
and many more being cruſhed and bruiſed in 
the ruins of the buildings, pine away and 
die in great miſery, ER 

By the breaking in of enraged mercileſs 
armies, flouriſhing countries have been laid 
waſte, and great numbers of people periſhed 
in a ſhort time, and many more preſſed with 
poverty and grief. | : 

By the peſtilence people have died ſo faſt 
in a city, that through fear, grief and con- 


fuſion, thoſe in health have found great dif- 


® ficulty in burying the dead, even without 
coffins. | ; 

By famine, great numbers of people, in 
ſome places, have been brought to the ut- 


molt diſtreſs, and pined away. for want of 


the neceſſaries of life. Thus, where the kind 
invitations, and gentle chaſtiſements, of a 
| | | gracious 
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gracious God have not been attended to, his 
ſore judginents have, at times, bann poured 
out upon people. | 
While ſome rules approved in civil 10 
ciety, and conformable to human policy, ſo 
called, are diſtinguiſhable from the purity of 
truth and righteouſneſs: while many pro- 
feſſing truth, tre declining from that ardent 
love and heavenly mindedneſs, which was 
amongſt the primitive followers of. Jeſus 
Chriſt: it is a time for us to attend diligent- 
ly to the intent of every chaſtiſement, and 
conſider the moſt deep and inward deſign of 
them. ' 
The Moſt High doth not often ſpeak with 
an outward voice to our outward ears; but, 
if we humbly meditate on his perfections, 
confider that he is perfect wiſdom and good- 
neſs, and to afflit his creatures to no pur- 
poſe, would be utterly reverſe to his nature, 
we ſhall hear and underſtand his language, 
both in his gentle and more heavy chaſtiſe- 


ments; and take heed that we do not, in the 


wiſdom of this world; endeavour to eſcape 
his hand by means too powerful for us, 

Had he endowed men with underſtanding 
to hinder the force of this diſeaſe by inno- + 
cent means, which had never proved mor- 
tal nor hurtful to our bodies, ſuch diſcovery 
might be conſidered as the period of chaſtiſe- 
ment by this diſtemper, where that know- 
ledge extended: but as life and health are 
his gifts, and not to be diſpoſed of in our 
own wills, to take upon us, when in health, 

1 a diſtemper 
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a diſtemper, of which ſome die, requires 
great clearneſs of knowledge, that it is our 
duty to do ſo. fo 


E 


His viſit, in company with Samuel Eaſiburn, 

to Long- land, Nhode-Mand, Boſton, Oc. 
in New-England — Remarks on the flave- 
trade at Newport, and his exerciſe on that 
account; alſo on lotterie. Some obſervations 
on the iſland of Nantucket, 


AVING, for ſoitie time paſt, felt a 


: ſympathy in my mind with friends 
Eaſtward, I opened my concern in our month- 
1y-meeting'; and, obtaining a certificate, ſet 
forward on the ſeventeenth day of the fourth 
month, in the year 1760, joining in com- 
ö Fond by a previous agreement, with my be- 
loved friend Samuel Eaſtburn. We had meet- 

ings at Woodbridge, Rahaway and Plain- 
field; and were at their monthly-meeting of 
miniſters and elders in Rahaway. We la- 
boured under ſome diſcouragement; but, 
through the inviſible power of truth, our vi- 
fit was made reviving to the lowly minded, 
with whom ! felt a near unity of ſpirit, be- 
Ls Ang 
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ing much reduced in my mind. We paſſed 
on, and viſited chief of the meetings on 
Long-Iſland. It was my concern, from day 
to day, to ſay no more nar leſs than what 
the ſpirit of truth opened in mae, being jea- 
lous over myſelf, Jeſt I ſhould ſpeak any 
thing to make my teſtimony look e 
to that mind in people, which is not in pure 
obedience to the eroſs of Chriſt. 

The ſpring of the c was often low; 
and, through the ſubjecting power of truth, 
we were 128 low wiel it; and from place to 
place, ſuch whoſe hearts were truly concern- 
ed for the cauſe of Chriſt, appeared tq be 
comforted in our labours ; and, though it 
was in genesal a time of abaſement of the 
creature, yet, through His goodneſs, who 
is a helper of the poor, we bad ſome 
edifying ſeaſons both in meetings, 966 in, far 
milies where we tarried ; and ſomerumes - 
found ſtrength to labour earneſtly with the 
unfaithful, eſpecially with thoſe, whoſe ſta- 


tion in families, or in the ſociety was Aude 


that their example had a powerful tend ency 
to apen the way for others ta go aſide. from 


the purity. and ſoundneſs o e bleſſed 


truth. At Jericho, on e 1 
home as follows; | 


| Dearly 
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24th of the # month, 1145 


Dearly beloved wife, 


W 

Fe at ſundry meetings in Faſt-Jerſey, 

and on this iſland: my mind hath been 

much in an inward watchful frame ſince I 

left thee, greatly deſiring that our proceed- 

ings may be fingly 1 in the will of our hea- 
Nell Father. 


As the preſent appearance of things is 


not joyous, I have been much ſhut up from 
outward chearfulneſs, remembering that pro- 
miſe, ' © Then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in 
the Lord: —as this, from day to day, has 
been revived in my memory, I have conſi- 


dered that his internal preſence on our minds, 


is a delight of all others the moſt pure; and 
that the ' honeſt-hearted not only delight in 
this, but in the effect of it upon them. He 
who regards the helpleſs and diſtreſſed, and 
reveals his love to his children under afflic- 
tion, they delight in beholding his benevo- 
lence, and feeling divine charity moving up- 
on them : of this I may ſpeak a little; for 


though, ſince I left you, I have often found 


an engaging love and affection toward thee 
and my daughter, and friends about home, 
that going out at this time, when ſickneſs is 
ſo great amongſt you, is a trial upon me; 


yet 


E are favoured with health ; have been | 


2 Wo $nds hel. PIFY —_ ES 
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yet I often remember there are many wi- 


dows and fatherleſs, many who have poor 
tutors, many who have eyil examples before 
them, and many whoſe minds are in capti- 
vity, for whoſe ſake my heart is, at times, 
moved with compaſſion, that I feel my mind 
reſigned to leave you for a ſeaſon, to exerciſe 


that gift which the Lord hath beſtowed on 


me; which, though ſmall, compared with 
ſome, yet in this I rejoice, that I feel love 
unfeigned toward my fellow-cpeatures, I 


recommend you to the Almighty, who, I 


| truſt cares for you; and under a ſenſe of his 


heavenly loye, remain” 


“Thy loving huſband,” 
CY J. W. 


We croſſed from the eaſt end of Long- 
Iſland to New-London, about thirty miles, 
in a large open boat; while we were out, the 
wind riſing high, the waves ſeveral times 
beat over us, that to me it appeared danger- 
ons; but my mind was, at that time, turn- 
ed to Him, who made and governs the deep, 
and my life was reſigned to him: and as he 
was mercifully pleaſed to preſerve us, I had 
freſh occaſion to conſider every day as a day 
lent to me; and felt a renewed engagement 
to devote my time, and all I had, to Him 
who gave it. NC 5 

We had five meetings in Narraganſet; and 
went thence to Newport on Rhode-Ifland. 

; Our 
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Our gracious Father preſerved us in an hum- 
ble dependance on him 1 deep exer- 
ciſes, that were mortifying to the creaturely 


will. In ſeveral families in the country, 


Where we lodged, I felt an engagement on 
my mind to have a conference with them in 


18 5 concernin their ſlaves; and, thro” 


c ivine aid, I Was avoured to give up there 
to; thougb, in this concern, I appear ſin- 
gular from many, whoſe ſervice in travelling, 
F believe, is greater than mine; I do not 


think hard of them for omitting it; I do 


not repine at having ſo unpleaſant a taſk, aſ- 


* 


ſigned me, but look with awfulneſs to Him, 


who appoints to his ſervants their reſpective 


employments, and is good to all who ſerve 


"& * 


him ſincerely. _ 


Me got to Newport in the evening: and 


on the next day viſited two ſick perſons, and 
had comfortable ſittings with them; and in 
the afternoon attended the burial of a, friend; 
The next day we were at meetings at 


Newport, in the forenoon and. afternoon ; 


and ſtrength given to declare the 
So Re people. GE 
Ihe next day we went on our journey; but 
the great number of flaves in theſe parts, 
and the continuance of that trade from thence 
to Guinea, made deep impreſſion on me; and 
my cries yere often put up to my heavenly 
Father in ſecret, that he would enable me to 
diſcharge my duty faithfully, in ſuch way 
as he might be pleaſed to point aut 9 | 

5 e 


where the ſpring of the miniſtry I kel 
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in dur way to Boſton; where alſo we had a 
meeting; our exerciſe was deep, and the love 
= — prevailed, for. which I bleſs the 
Lord. We went eaſtward about eighty miles 
beyond Boſton, taking meetings, and were 


_ ns good degree preſerved; in an humble de- 


pendance on that arm which drew us out; 

and, though we had ſome hard labour with 
the diſobedient, laying things home and cloſe 
to ſuch as were ſtout againſt the truth; yet, 
thro' the goodneſs of God, we had, at times, 


to.-partake of heavenly comfort with them who 


were meek, and were often favoured. to Part 
with friends in the nearneſs of true goſpel fel 
lowſhip. We returned to Boſton, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with friends 
there; and thence rode back a day's journey 
eaſtward of Boſton: our guide being a heavy 
man, and the weather hot, and my companion 
and I conſiderin g it, expreſſed our freedom to 
go on without him, to which he conſented, 
and we reſpectfully took our leave of him; chis 
we did, as believing the journey would have 
been hard to him and his horſe. 

We viſited the meetings in thoſe parts, and 
were meaſurably baptized into a feeling of 
the ſtate of the ſociety; and in bowedneſs of 
ſpirit went to the yearly-meeting at New- 
port; where I underſtood that a large num- 
ber of ſlaves were imported from Africa into 
that town, and then on ſale by a member of 
our. ſociety. At this meeting we met with 
We Storer from England, e . 

ey, 
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ley, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Fofter, and Mercy 
Redman from our parts, all miniſters of the 


goſpel, of whoſe company I was glad. 


At this time my appetite failed, and 1 
grew outwardly weak, and had a feeling of 
the condition of Habbakuk, as there ex- 
preſſed. When I heard my belly trembled, 

my lips quivered, I trembled in myſelf that I 
might reſt in the day of trouble; I had ma- 


ny cogitations, and was ſorely diſtreſſed : and 
was deſirous that friends might petition the 


legiſlature, to uſe their endeavours to diſcou- 
rage the future importation of ſlaves; for I 


ſaw that this trade was a great evil, and 
tended to multiply troubles, and bring diſ- 
treſſes on the people in thoſe parts, for whoſe 


welfare my heart was deeply concerned. 
But 1 perceived ſeveral difficulties in regard 
to petitioning; and ſuch was the exerciſe of 
my mind, that I had thought of endeavour- 
ing to. get an opportunity to ſpeak a few 
words in the Houſe of Aſſembly, then ſetting 
in town. 'This exerciſe came upon me in the 
afternoon, on the ſecond day of the yearly- 
meeting, and going to bed, I got no ſleep 
till my mind was wholly reſigned therein ; 
and in the morning I enquired of a friend 
how long the Aſſembly were likely to conti- 
nue fitting ; who told me, they were A pong 
ed to be prorogued that day or the next. 

As I was deſirous to attend the buſineſs of 
the meeting, and perceived the Aſſembly 
were likely to depart before the buſineſs was 
over ; after conſiderable exerciſe, humbly 
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ſeeking to the Lord for inſtruction, my mind 
ſettled to attend on the buſineſs of the meet- 
ing; on the laſt day of which, I had pre- 
pared a ſhort eſſay of a petition to be pre- 
ſented to the legiſlature, if way opened: and 
being informed that there were ſome ap- 
pointed, by that yearly-meeting, to ſpeak 
with thoſe in authority, in caſes relating to 
the ſociety, I opened my mind to ſeveral of 
them, and ſhewed them the eſſay I had made; 
and afterward opened the caſe in the meet- 
ing for buſineſs, in ſubſtance as follows: 

e have been under a concern for ſome 
time, on account of the great number of 
ſlaves which are imported into this colony; I 
am aware that it is a tender point to ſpeak to, 
bur apprehend I am not clear in the ſight of 
heaven without ſpeaking to it. I have pre- 
pared an eſſay of a petition, if way open, to 
be preſented to the legiſlature; and what I 
have to propoſe to this meeting is, that ſome 
friends may be named to withdraw and look 
over 1t, and report whether they believe it 
ſuitable to be read in the meeting; if they 
ſhould think well of reading it, it will re- 
main for the meeting, after hearing it, to 
conſider, whether to take any further notice 
of 1t as a meeting or not.” After a ſhort con- 
ference ſome friends went out, and lookin 
over it, expreſſed their willingneſs to have it 
read ; which being done, many expreſſed 
their unity with the propoſal; and ſome ſig- 
nified, that to have the ſubj ects of the peti- 
tion enlarged upon, and to be ſigned out of 


meetin 8 
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meeting by. ſuch who were free, would be 
more ſuitable than to do it there: though 
I expected at firſt, that if it was done it 
would be in that way; yet, ſuch was the ex- 
erciſe of my mind, chat to move it in the 
bearing of friends when aſſembled, appeared 
to me as a duty; for my heart yearned to- 
ward the inhabitants of theſe parts; believ- 
ing that by this trade there had been an in- 
creaſe of inquietude amongſt them, and a way 
made eaſy for the ſpreading of a ſpirit oppo- 
fite to that meekneſs and humility, which is 
a ſure reſting-place for the foul: and that the 

continuance of this trade would not only 
render their healing more difficult, but in- 
creaſe their malady. 

Having thus far proceeded, I felt eaſy to 
leave the eſſay amongſt friends, for them to 
proceed in it as they believed beſt. And 
now an exerciſe revived on my mind in 
relation to lotteries, which were common in 
thoſe parts: I had once moved it in a former 
fitting of this meeting, when arguments 
were uſed in favqur of friends being held ex- 
cuſed, who were only concerned in ſuch lot- 
teries as were agreeable to law: and now on 
moving 1t again, 1t was oppoſed as before ; 
but the hearts of ſome ſolid friends appeared 
to be united to diſcourage the. practice a- 
mongſt their members; and the matter was 
zcalouſly handled by ſome on both fides. In 
this debate it appeared very clear to me, that 
the ſpirit of lotteries was a ſpirit of ſelfiſh- 
neſs, which tended to confuſion and _— 
neſs 
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neſs of apron; and that pleading for 
it in our meetings, ſet apart for the Lord's 
work, was not right: and in the heat of zeal, 
I once made reply to what an antient friend 
faid, which when I ſat down, I faw that my 
words were not enough ſeaſoned with chart 

; and after this, I fpake no more on the 
ages, At length a minute was malle; a 
opy of which was agreed to be ſent te their 
e quarterly-meetings, inciting friends 
to labour to diſcourage the practice amongſt 


all profeſſing with us. 


Some time after this minute was made, 1 
remaining uneaſy with the manner of my 
ſpeaking to the antient friend, could not ſee 
my way clear to conceal my uneaſineſs, but 
was concerned that I might ſay nothing to 


weaken the cauſe in which I had laboured ; 


and then, after ſome cloſe exerciſe and hearty 


repentance, for that I had not attended cloſe- 


ly to the ſafe guide, I ſtood up, and reciting 
the paſfage, acquainted friends, that tho" 1 
dare not go from what I had aid as; to the 
matter, yet I was uneaſy with the manner 
of my ſpeaking, as believing milder lan- 
guage would have been better. As this was 
uttered in ſome degree of creaturely abaſe- | 
ment, it appeared to have a good ſavor 
amongſt us, after a warm debate. 

The yearly-meeting being now over, there 
et remained on my mind a ſecret, though 
heavy, exerciſe in regard to fone leading ac- 

tive members about Newport, being in 'the 
practice of ſlave-keeping. This I mentioned 
to 
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to two antient friends, who came out of the 


. country, and propoſed to them, if wa 
opened, to have ſome converſation wit 


thoſe friends: and thereupon, one of thoſe 


country friends and I, conſulted one of the 
moſt noted elders who! had ſlaves ; and he, in 
a reſpectful manner, encouraged me to pro- 
ceed to clear myſelf of what lay upon me; 
Now I had, near the beginning of the yearly- 
meeting; a private conference with this ſaid 
elder and his wife, concerning theirs ; ſo that 
the way ſeemed clear to me, to adviſe with 
him about the manner of proceedihg : I told 
him, I was free to have a conference with 
them all together in a private houſe ; or if 
he thought they would take it unkind to be 
aſked to come together, and to be ſpoke with 
one in the hearing of another, I was free to 
{pend ſome time among them, and viſit them 
all in their own houſes : he expreſſed his lik- 
ing to the firſt propoſal, not doubting their 


willingneſs to come together : and as I pro- 


poſed a viſit to only miniſters, elders, and 
overſeers; he named ſome others, whom he 
defired might be preſent alſo : and as a care- 


ful meſſenger was wanted to acquaint them 


in a proper manner, he offered to go to all 
their houſes to open the matter to them ; and 
did ſo. About the eighth hour the next 
morning, we met in the meeting-houſe cham- 
ber, and the laſt-mentioned country friend, 
alſo my companion, and John Storer, with 
us ; when, after a ſhort time of retirement, 


I acquainted them with the ſteps I had taken 


in 
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in procuring. that meeting, and opened the 
concern I was under ; an ſo we proceeded 
to a free conference upon the ſubject. My 
exerciſe was heavy, and I was deeply bowed 
in ſpirit before the Lord, who was pleaſed to 
favour with the ſeaſoning virtue of truth, 
which wrought a tenderneſs amongſt us ; and 
the ſubject was mutually Als 7 in a calm 
and peaceable ſpirit ; and, at length, feeling 

mind releaſed from that burthen which 
1 rg 4 been under, I took my leave of them, 
in a good degree of ſatisfaction; and by the 
tenderneſs they manifeſted in regard to the 
practice, and the concern ſeveral of them ex- 
preſſed in relation to the manner of diſpoſing 
of their negroes after their deceaſe, I believ- 
ed that a good exerciſe was ſpreading amongſt 
them; and I am humbly thankful to God, 
who ſupported my mind, and preſerved me 
in a good degree of reſignation through theſe 
trials. 

Thou, who ſometimes travels in the * 
of the miniſtry, and art made very welcome 
by thy friends, ſeeſt many tokens of their 
ſatisfaction, in having thee for their gueſt. 
It is good for thee to dwell deep, that thou 
mayeſt feel and underſtand the ſpirits of peo- 
ple: if we believe truth points towards a con- 
ference on ſome ſubjects, in a private way, 
it is needful for us to take heed that their 
kindneſs, their freedom and affability, do 
not hinder us from the Lord's work, I have 
ſeen, that in the midſt of kindneſs and ſmooth 
conduct, to ſpeak cloſe and home to them 

who 
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who entertain us, on points that relate to 
their outward intereft, 1s hard labour ; -and 
ſometimes, when I have felt truth lead to- 
ward it, I have found myſelf diſqualified by 
a ſup erficial friendſhip ; and as the ſenſe 


ebf hath abaſed me, and my cries have 


been to the Lord, fo I have been humbled 
and made content to appear weak, or as a 


fool for his ſake; and thus a door hath open- 


ed to enter upon it. To attempt to do the 
Lord's work in our own way, and to ſpeak 
of that which is the burthen of the word, 
in a way eaſy to the natural part, doth 
not reach the bottom of the diſorder. To 
ſee the failings of our friends, and think 
hard of them, without opening that which 
we ought to open, and ſtill carry a face of 
friendſhip, this tends to undermine the foun- 
dation of true unity. 

The office of a miniſter of Chriſt is weigh- 
ty; and they who now go forth as watch- 
men, had need to be ſteadily on their guard 

againſt the ſnares of prof perity and an out- 
ſide friendſhip. 

After the yearly- meeting, we were at 
meetings at Newtown, Cuſhnet, Long- Plain, 
Rocheſter and Dartmouth: from thence we 
failed for Nantucket, in company with Ann 
Gaunt and Mercy Redman, and ſeveral other 
friends: the wind being flack, we only reached 
Tarpawling Cove the firſt day; ; where, going 
on ſhore, we found room in a publick-houfe, 


and beds for a few of us, the reſt ſleeping 


on the floor: we went on board again about 
ö break 


8 
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break of day; and though the wind was 
ſmall; we were favoured to come within about 
four Allen“ of Nantucket; and then about ten 
of us getting into our boat, we rowed to the 
harbour before dark; whereupon | a large 
boat going off, brought in the reſt of the paſ- 


ſengers about midnight: the next day pas 
one was their yearly- meeting, hl held 


four days; the laſt of which, was their month- 
ly-meeting for bufineſs. We had a labort- 
ous time amongſt them; our minds were 
cloſely exerciſed, and I believe it was a time 


of great ſearching of heart: the longer I was 


on the iſland, the more I became ſenſible 
that there was a conſiderable number of va- 
luable friends there, though an evil ſpirit, 
tending to ſtrife, had been at work amongſt 
them : I was cautious of making any viſits, 
but as my mind was particularly drawn to 
them; and in that way we had ſome fittings 
in friends houſes, where the heavenly wing 
was, at times, ſpread over us, to our mutu- 
al-comfort.- 

My beloved companion had very accepta- 
ble ſervice on this iſland. 

When meeting was over, we all agreed to 
ſail the next day, if the weather was ſuit- 
able and we well; and being called up the 


latter part of the night, we went on board a 
_ veſſel, being in all about fifty; but the wind 
- changing, the ſeamen thought belt to ſtay in 


the harbour till it altered; ſo we returned on 
ſhore? and feeling clear as to any further vi- 
fits, I ſpent my time in our chamber chiefly 

K alone; 
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alone; and after ſome hours, my heart be- 
ing filled with the ſpirit of ſupplication, my 
_ prayers and tears were poured out before 
my heavenly Father, for his help and in- 
ſtruction in the manifold difficulties which 
attended me in life: and while I was waits 
ing upon the Lord, there came a meſſenger 
from the women friends, who lodged at ano- 
ther houſe, defiring to confer with us about 
| appointing a meeting, which to me appeared 
weighty, as we had been at ſo many before; 


but after a ſhort conference, and adviſing 


with ſome elderly friends, a meeting was 
appointed, in which the friend, wha firſt 
moved it, and who had been much ſhut up 
before, was largely opened in the love of the 
upipe - and the next morning, about break 
OTL 


day, going again on board the veſſel, we 
reached Falmouth on the Main before night; 


where our horſes being brought, we pro- 
ceeded toward Sandwich quarterly- meeting. 
Being two days in going to Nantucket, 


and having been there once before, I obſerved 


many ſhoals in their bay, which make ſail- 
ing more dangerous, eſpecially in ſtormy 


nights; alſo, that a great ſhoal, which en- 


cloſes their harbour, prevents their going 
in with ſloops, except when the tide is 


up; waiting without which, for the rifing 


of the tide, is fometimes hazardous in ſtorms: 
waiting within, they ſometimes mifs a fair 
wind, I took notice, that on that finall 
iſland was a great number of inhabitants, 
and the ſoi! not very fertile; the timber ſo 

gone, 
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gone, that for veſſels, fences, and firewood, 
they depend chiefly on the buying from 
the Main; the coſt whereof, with moſt of 
their other expences, they depend principally 
upon the whale fiſhery to anſwer. I conſi- 
dered, that as towns grew larger, and lands 
near navigable waters more cleared, timber 
and wood would require more labour to get 
it: I underſtood that the whales being much 
hunted, and ſometimes wounded and not 
killed, grew more ſhy and difficult to come 
at: I conſidered that the formation of the 
earth, the ſeas, the iſlands, bays and rivers, 
the motions of the winds and great waters, 
which cauſe bars and ſhoals in particular 
places, were all the works of Him who is 
perfect wiſdom and goodneſs; and as people 
attend to his heavenly inſtruction, and put 
their truſt in him, he provides for them in 
all parts, where he gives them a being. And 
as in this viſit to theſe people, I felt a ſtrong. 
deſire for their firm eſtabliſhment on the fare 
foundation; beſides what was ſaid more pub- 
lickly, I was concerned to ſpeak with the 
women friends, in their monthly- meeting of 
buſineſs, many being preſent; and in the 
freſh ſpring of pure 1 to open before 

them the advantage, both inward and out- 
ward, of attending ſingly to the pure guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, and therein to edu- 
cate their children in true humility, and the 


diſuſe of all ſuperfluities, reminding them 
of the difficulties their huſbands and ſons were 
frequently expoſed to at ſea ; and that the more 


plain 
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plain and ſimple their way of living was, 


the leſs need of turning great hazards to 


ſupport them in it; encouraging the young 
women in their neat decent way of attending 
thenefelves on the affairs of the houte ; ſhew= 
ing, as the way opened, that where people 
were truly humble, uſed themſelves to bufi- 
neſs, and were content with a plain way of 
life, that it had ever been attended with more 
true peace and calmneſs of mind, than they 
have had who, aſpiring to greatneſs and out- 
ward ſhew, have graſped hard for an income 
to ſupport theta ves in it: and as I ob- 
ſerved, they had few or no flaves.amongſt 
them, 1 had to encourage them to be content 
without them; making mention of the nu- 
merous troubles and vexations, which fre- 
quently attend the minds of people; who * 

nd on flaves to do their labour. 

We attended the quarterly-meeting at 
Sandwich, in company with Ann Gaunt 


and Mercy Redman, which was preceeded 


by a monthly- meeting; and in the whole 
held three days: we were various ways exer- 
ciſed amongſt them, in goſpel love, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral gifts beſtowed on us; 
and were, at times, overſhadowed with the 


virtue of truth, to the comfort of the ſincere, 


and ſtirring up of the negligent; Here we 
parted with Ann and Mercy, and went to 
 Rhode-Uland, taking one meeting in our 
way, which was a fatisfactory time; and 
reaching Newport the evening before their 
duarterfh meeting. we attended it; and after 


that, 
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that, had a meeting with our young people, 
ſeparated from thoſe of other 10 ocieties. 
went thro' much labour in this town; Jr 
now, in taking leave of it, though 1 felr cloſe 
inward exerciſe to the laſt, 1 found inward 
peace; and was, in ſome degree comforted, 
in a belief, that a good number remain 
in that place, who retain a ſenſe of truth; 
and that there are ſome young people at- 
tentive to the voice of the heavenly Shep 
herd. The laſt meeting, in which friends 
from the ſeveral parts of the quarter came 
together, was a ſelect meeting; and through 
the renewed. manifeſtation of the Father's 
love, the hearts of the ſincere were united to- 
gether. . n F479] 

That poverty of ſpirit and r 7 
neſs, with which I was much tried the fore 
part of this journey, has of late appeared to 
me as a diſpenſation of kindueſs. Appoint- 
ing meetings, never appeared more weighty 
to me; and I was led into a deep ſearch, 
whether in all things my mind was reſigned 
to the will of God; often querying with my-- 
ſelf, what ſhould be the cauſe of ſuch mward 
poverty; and greatly deſired, that no ſecrets 
reſerve in my heart might hinder my acceſs 
to the divine fountain, In theſe humbling 
times I was made' watchtul, and excited to 
attend the ſecret movings of the heavenly 


principle in my mind which prepared the 


way to ſome duties, that in more eaſy and 
roſperous times as to the,outward, I believe 

f ſaould have been in danger of omitting. 
From 
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From Newport we went to Greenwich, 
Shanticut, and Warwick; and were helped 
to labour amongſt friends in the lave of our 

raciqus Redeemer: and then, accompanied 

y our friend John Caſey from Newport, we 
rode through Connecticut to Oblong, viſited 
the meetings of friends in thoſe parts, and 
thence proceeded to the quarterly- meeting at 
Rye woods; and, thro' the gracious extend- 
ings of divine help, had ſome ſeaſoning op- 
portunities in thoſe places: ſo we viſited friends 
at New- Tork and Fluſhing; and thence to 
Rahaway ; and here our roads parting, | 
took leave of my beloved companion and true 
yoke-mate Samuel Eaſtburn; and reached 
home on the tenth day of the eighth month, 
1769, where I found my family well : and 
for the favours and protection of the Lord, 
both inward and outward, extended to me 
in this journey, my heart is humbled in 
grateful acknowledgements ; and find re- 
newed defires to dwell and walk in reſigned» 
- meſs before him. | 5 
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CHAP. VIII. 


2 vif ts to: Rana mmi; A e a 
Squan— tis publiſhmg the ſecond part of his 
conſiderations on keeping negraes — The 
grounds of his appearmg in ſome reſpects 
* fingular in his dreſs — ths viſiting the fa- 
mlies of friends of Ancocas and Mount- Holly 
mectings — His viſits to the Indians at We- 
halogJng on the river Suſquehannah. 


1 felt my mind drawn Sur a 
viſit to a few meetings in 2 


nia, I was very deſirous to be rightly in- 


ſtructed as to the time of ſettin : and on 


the tenth day of the fifth mon „1761, be- 
ing the firſt day of the week, I went to Had 
donfield meeting, concluding to ſeek for hea- 
venly inſtruction, and come home or go on, 
as I might then believe beſt for me; and there, 
thro' the ſpringing up of pure love, I felt en- 
couragement, and ſo croſſed the river. In this. 
viſit] was at two quarterly and threemonthly- 


meetings ; and, in the love of truth, felt my 


way open to labour with fome noted friends, 
who kept negroes : and as I was favoured to 
keep to the root, And endeavoured to diſ- 
3 what I believed was required of me, 
I found. inward. peace therein, from time to 
time; and thankfulneſs of heart to the Lord, 
who was graciouſly pleaſed. ta be a guide to 


me. i 
In. 


136 TE LIFE AND TRAVELS 
In the eighth month, 1761, having felt 


drawings in my mind to viſit friends in and 
about Shrewſbury; I went there, and was 
at their monthly-mecting, and their firſt-day 
meeting; and had a meeting at Squan, and 
another at Squankum; and, as way opened, 
had converſation with ſome noted friends 
concerning their ſlaves: and I returned home 

in a thankful ſenſe of _ 13 of the 
Den dne 

From che care I felt weowhig in me ſome 

ears, | wrote Conſiderations on keeping 
= part the ſecond ; which was print- 
ed this year, 1762. When tlie overſcers 6f 
the! preſs had done with it, they offered to 
get a number printed to be paid for, out of 
the 3 ſtock, and to be given 
away; but I being moſt eafy to publiſh them 
at my own expence, and n m N 
they appeared 1atisfied. 

This ſtock is the cobra of the mem- 
* of our religious ſociety in general; 
amongſt whom are ſome who keep negroes, 
and being anclined to continue them in fla- 

very, are not likely to be ſatisfied with thoſe 
books being ſpread amongſt a people where 
many of the ſlaves are taught to read, and 
eſpecially. not at their expence; and ſuch, of- 
den receiving chem as a gift, conceal them: 
But as they who make a purchaſe, generally 
buy that which they have a mind for, I be- 
lieved it beſt to ſell them; expecting, by that 
means, they would more generally be read 
with attention. ä being ſigned 
A by 
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by order of the bverſeers of the preſs; di- 
recktedd to be read in monthly- meetings of bu- 


ſineſs within our own”. yearly- meeting, in- 
forming where the books were, and that the 


price was no more than the coſt of printing 
and binding them; many were taken off in 
our parts; / ſome I ſent to Virginia, ſome to 
New-York, and ſome to Newport, to my ac- 
quaintance there; and ſome I kept, expect- 


ing to give part of them away, where there 
appeared: a proſpect of ſervice, 


In my youth I was uſed to hard labour ; 
and though I was middling healthy, yet my 
nature was not fitted to endure. ſu much as 
many others.: that being often weary, I was 
prepared to ſympathize with thoſe: whoſe cir- 
cumſtances in life, as free men, required con- 


tant labour to nent the demands of their 


creditors; and with others under oppreſſion. 
In the uneaſineſs of body, which I have _ 
ny times felt by too much labour, not as 


forced but a voluntary oppreſſion, I have as; 
ten been excited to think on the original 


cauſe of that oppreſſion, which is impoſed on 
many in the world: and the latter part of 
the time wherein I laboured on our planta- 
tion, my heart, through the freſh viſitations 
of heavenly love, being often tender; and, 
my leiſure. time frequently ſpent in readin 

the life and doctrines of our bleſſed Redeem- 


er, the account of the ſufferings of martyrs, 
and the hiſtory of the firſt rife of our ſociety: 


a belief was gradually ſettled in my mind, 
that if ſuch who had great eſtates, generally 
lived 
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lived in that humility and plainnefs which 


belongs to a chriſtian life, and laid much 
eaſier rents and intereſts on their lands and 


montes, and thus led the way to a right uſe 


af things, ſo great a number of people might 


be employed in things uſeful, that labour 
both for men and other creatures would need 
to be no more than an agreeable employ; 
and divers branches of buſineſs, which ſerve 
chiefly to pleaſe the natural inclinations of 


our minds, and which, at preſent, ſeems ne- 
eeſſary to circulate: that wealth which ſome 


gather, might, in this way of pure wiſdom, 
be diſcontinued. And as I have thus conſider- 
ed theſe things, a query, at times, hath ariſen : 
Do I, in all my proceedings, keep to that 
uſe of things which is agreeable to univerſal 
righteouſneſs? And then there hath ſome de- 
gree of ſadneſs, at times, come over me; for 
that I accuſtomed ' myſelf to ſome things, 
which occaſioned more labour than 1 believe 
divine wiſdom intends for us. | 

From my early acquaintance with truth, 


I have often felt an inward diſtreſs, occaſion» 


ed by the ſtriving of a ſpirit in me, againſt 
the operation of the heavenly principle ; and 
in this circumſtance have been afteted with 
a ſenſe of my own wretchedneſs, and in a 
mourning condition felt earneſt longing for 
that divine help, which brings the ſoul into 
true liberty; and ſometimes in this ſtate, re- 
tiring into private places, the ſpirit of fup- 
plication hath been given me; and under a 


heavenly covering, have aſked my gracious 
Father, 
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Father, to give me a heart in all things re- 


ſigned to the direction of his wiſdom, and in 


uttering language like this, the thoughts of 
my wearing hats and garments dyed with a 
dye hurtful to them, has made. laſting im- 
preſſions on me. 

In viſiting people of; note in the ſociety 
who had ſla ves, and labouring with them in 
brotherly love on that account, I have ſeen; 
and the ſight has affected me, that a con- 
formity to ſome cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable 
from pure wiſdom, has entangled many j 
and the defire of gain to ſupport theſe cuſ- 


toms, greatly oppoſed the work of truth: and 


ſometimes when the proſpect of the work 
before me has been ſuch, that in bowedneſs 
of ſpirit, J have been drawn into retired 
places, and beſought the Lord with tears 
that he would take me wholly under his di- 
rection, and ſhew me the way in which I 
ought to walk; it hath revived with ſtren 

of conviction, that if I would be his faiths 
ful ſervant, I muſt in all things attend to his 


wiſdom, and be teachable; and ſo ceaſe from 


all cuſtors contrary thereto, however —_— 
amongſt religious people. 

As he is the perfection of power, of wit 
dom, and of goodneſs; ſo I believe, he hath 
provided, that fo much labour thall be ne- 
ceſſary for men's ſupport, in this world; as 
would, being rightly divided, be a ſuitable 
employment of their time; and that we can- 
not go into ſuperfluities, or graſp after wealth 


in 2 way INE ta his wiſdom, without 


having 
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having connection with ſome degree of op- 
preſſion, and with that ſpirit which leads to 
ſelf-exaltation and ſtrife, and which fre- 
quently brings calamities on countries, hy 
parties contending about their claims. 

Being thus fully convinced, and feeling an 
increaſing deſire to live in the ſpirit of peace ; 
being often ſoxrowfully affected with the 
thinking on the unquiet ſpirit in which wars 
are generally carried on, and with the miſe- 
ries of many of my fellow- creatures engaged 


therein; ſome ſuddenly deſtroyed; ſome 


wounded, and after much pain remain crip- 
ples; Gas deprived of all their outward ſub- 
ſtance, and reduced to want; and ſome car- 


ried into captivity. Thinking often on theſe 


things, the uſe of hats and garments dyed 
with a dye hurtful to them, and wearing more 
cloaths in ſummer than are uſeful, grew 
more uneaſy: to me; believing ahem, to be 
cuſtoms which have not their foundation in 
pure wiſdom. The apprehenſion of being 
ſingular from my beloved friends, was a ſtrait 
upon me ; and thus I remained in the uſe of 
ſome things contrary to my judgment. 
On the thirty-firſt day of the fifth month, 

1761, I was taken ill of a fever; and, after 


having it near a week, I was in great diſtreſs 
of body: and one day there was a cry raiſ- 


ed in me, that I might underſtand the cauſe 
why I was afflicted, and improve under it: 

and my conformity. to ſome cuſtoms, which 
J believed were not right, were brought to 
my remembrance ; and in the continuation 


of 
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of the exerciſe, | felt all the powers in me 
yield themſelves up into the hands of Him 
who gave me being; and was made thank- 
ful, that he had taken hold of me by his 


| chaſtiſement : feeling the neceility of further 


purifying, | there was now ano defire in me 
Fob health, until the deſign of my correction 
was: anſwered ; and thus I lay in abaſement 
and brokenneſs of ſpirit, and as I felt a ſink- 
ing down into a calm reſignation, ſo I felt, 
as in an inſtant, an inward healing in my 


nature; and from that time forward 1. = 


better. 

Though. Pas chus ſortled in ml in re- 
lation to hurtful dyes, I felt eaſyto wear my 
garments heretofore made; and ſo continued 
about nine months. Then I thought of get- 
ting a hat the natural colour of the furr; but 


the apprehenſion of being looked upon as one 
affecting ſingularity, felt uneaſy to me: and 
here I had occaſion to conſider, that things, 


though ſmall in chemſelves, being 1 
enjoined by divine authority, became 

things to us; and I truſted that the Lord 
would ſupport me in the trials that might 
attend ſingularity, while that ſingularity was 
only for his ſake: on this account, I Was 
under cloſe exerciſe of mind in the time of 
our General ſpring meeting 1762, greatly 


dleſiring to be rightly directed; when being 


deeply bowed in fpirit before the Lord, I was 


made willing to ſubmit to what I appre- 
ee Was required of me; and when I 


returned 


* 


returned home, got a hat of the natural co- 


m of the farr: 


In attending meetings, this ſingularity 


was a trial upon me, and more eſpecially at 


this time, white hats being uſed by ſome 
who. were fond of following the changeable 
modes of dreſs; and as ſome friends, who 


knew not on what motives I wore It, carried 
ſhy of me, I felt my way for a time ſhut up 
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in the exerciſe of the miniſtry: and in this 


condition, my mind being turned toward my 
heavenly Father, with fervent cries that I 
might be preſerved to walk before him in the 
meekneſs of wiſdom, my heart was often 
tender in meetings; and IT felt an inward 


_ conſolation, which to me was very precious 


under thoſe dithculties. 

I had ſeveral dyed garments fit for uſe, which 
I believed it beſt to wear, till I had occaſion of 
new ones: and ſome friends were apprehen- 


five, that my wearing ſuch a hat ſavoured of 


an affected ere and — who ſpake 
with me in a friendly way, I generally in- 
formed in a few words, that I believed my 


wearing it, was not in my own will. I had, 


at times, been ſenfible, that a ſuperficial 
friendſhip had bcen dangerous to me; and 
many friends being now uneaſy with me, 
T had an inclination to acquaint ſome with 
the manner of my being led into theſe things; 
yet, upon a deeper thought, Las for a time 
molt eaſy to omit it, believing the preſent 
„ eee was profitable; and waſting, that 
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if J kept my place, the Lord in his own 
time would open the hearts of friends to- 
ward me: ſince which, I have had cauſe to 
admire his goodneſs and loving-kindneſs, in 
leading about and inſtructing, and opening 
and ee, my heart in er of our 


meetings. 


In che eleventh owed. of the year robe, 


feeling an engagement of mind to viſit ſome 
families in Mansfield : I joined' my beloved 


friend Benjamin Jones, and we ſpent a few 
days together in that ſervice. In the ſecond 
month 1763, I joined in company with Eli- 
zabeth Smith and Mary Noble, on a viſit to 


the families of friends at Ancecas z in both 


which viſits, through the baptizing power 


of truth, the ſincere labourers were often 
comforted, and the hearts of friends opened 
to receive us. And in the fourth month fol- 
lowing, I accompanied ſome friends in a vi- 
ſit to the families of friends in Mount- 
Holly; in which my mind was often drawn 
into an inward awfulnets, wherein ſtron 

delires were raiſed for the everlaſting welfare 
of my fellow-creatures ; and, through the 
kindneſs of our heavenly Father, 'our hearts 
were, at times, enlarged, and friends invited 


in the flowings of divine love to attend to 


that which would ſettle them on 1 {ure 


foundation. 


Having many years felt love in my hog: 


toward the natives of this land, who dwell far 


back in the wilderneſs, whoſe anceſbivs were 


the owners and poſſeſſors of the land where 


We 
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we dwell; and who, for a very ſmall coaſts = 
deration, aſſigned their inheritance. to us; 
and being at Philadelphia in the eighth 
month, 1701, on a viſit to ſome friends he 
had flaves, I fell in company with-ſome of 
thoſe natives who lived on the eaſt branch of 
the river Suſquehannah, at an Indian town 
called Wehalooſing, two hundred miles from 
Philadelphia; and in converſation with them 
by an interpreter; as alſo by obſervations on 
their countenances and conduct, I believed 
ſome of them were meaſurably acquainted 
with that divine power which ſubjects the 
rough and froward will of the creature: 
and, at times, I felt inward drawings to- 
wand: a viſit to that place of which I told 
none except my dear wife, until it came to 
ſome ripeneſs, and then in the winter, 1762, 
1 laid it before friends at our monthly and 
quarterly, and afterwards at our General ſpring 
meeting; and having the unity of friends, 

and being thoughtful about an Indian pilot, 

there came a man and three women from a 
little beyond that town to Philadelphia on 
buſineſs: and I being informed thereof by 
letter, met them in town in the fifth month, 

1763; and after ſome converſation, finding 
they were ſober people, I, by the concurrence 
of friends in that place, agreed to join with 
them as companions in their return; and on 
the ſeventh day of the ſixth month follow- 
ing, we appointed to meet at Samuel Foulk's, 
at Richland in Bucks county. Now Ras this 
viſit felt weighty, and was performed at a 


time 
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time when travelling appeared perilous, ſo 
the diſpenſations of Divine Providence, in 
preparing my mind for it, have been memo- 
rable; and I believe it good for me to give 
ſome hints thereof. | 

After I had given up to go, the thoughts 
of the journey were often attended with un- 
uſual ſadneſs; in which times, my heart was 
frequently turned to the Lord with inward 
breathings for his heavenly ſupport, that TI 
might not fail to follow him whereſoever he 
might lead me: and being at our youth's 
meeting at Cheſterfield, about a week before 
the time I expected to ſet off, was there led 
to ſpeak on that prayer of our Redeemer to 
his Father: I pray not that thou ſhouldeſt 
take them out of the world, but that thou 
„ thouldeſt keep them from the evil.” And in 
attending to the pure openings of truth, had 
to mention what He elſewhere ſaid to his 
Father; I know that thou heareſt me at all 
times: ſo that, as ſome of his. followers 
kept their places, and as his prayer was 
granted, it followed neceſlarily that they 

were kept from evil: and as ſome of thoſe 
met with great hardihips and afflictions in 
this world, and at laſt ſuffered death by cruel 
men ; it appears, that whatſoever betalls 
men while they live in pure obedience to 
God, as it certainly works for their good, fo 
it may not be conſidered an evil as it relates 
to them. As I ſpake on this ſubject, my 
heart was much tendered, and great awful- 
neſs came over me; and then, on the firſt 

L day 
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day of the next week, being at our own af- 
ternoon meeting, and my heart being en- 
larged in love, I was led to ſpeak on the care 
and protection of the Lord over his people, 
and to make mention of that paſlage where 
a band of Aſfyrians endeavouring to take 
captive the prophet were diſappointed ; and 
how the pſalmilſt ſaid, the angel of the 
„Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him.” And thus, in true love and 
| tenderneſs, I parted from friends, expecting 
the next morning to proceed on my journey; 
and being weary, went early to bed: and 
after I had been aſleep a ſhort time, I was 
awaked by a man calling at my door ; and 
ariſing, was invited to meet ſome friends at 
a publick-houſe in our town, who came from 
Philadelphia ſo late, that friends were gene- 
rally gone to bed: theſe friends informed 
me, that an expreſs arrived the laſt morning 
from Pittſburgh, and brought news that the 
Indians had taken a fort from the Engliſh weſt- 
ward, and ſlain and ſcalped Engliſh people in 
divers places, ſome near the ſaid Pittſburgh; 

and that ſome elderly friends in Philadel- 
phia, knowing the time of my expecting to 
fer off, had conferred together, and thought 
good to inform me of theſe things, before I 
left home, that I might conſider them, and 
proceed as 1 believed beſt ; ſo I, going again 


to bed, toid not my wite til morning. My 


heart was turned to the Lord for his heaven- 
ly inſtruction; and it was an humbling time 
| : to 
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to me, When I told my dear wife, ſhe ap- 
peared to be deeply concerned about it; but 
in a few hours time, my mind became ſet- 
tled in a belief, that it was my duty to pro- 
ceed on my journey; and ſhe bore it with a 
good degree of reſignation. In this conflict of 
ſpirit, there were great ſearchings of heart, 
and ſtrong cries to the Lord, that no motion 
might be in the leaſt degree attended to, but 
that of the pure ſpirit of truth. 
The ſubjects before- mentioned, on which 
I had ſo lately ſpoke in publick, were now 
very freſh before me; and I was brought in- 


wardly to commit myſelf to the Lord, to 
be diſpoſed of as he ſaw beſt. 80 J took 


- leave of my family and neighbours, i in much 
L bowedneſs of ſpirit, and went to our month- 
- ly-meeting at Burlington; and after taking 
1 leave of friends there, I croſſed the river, ac- 
g companied by my friends Iſrael. and John 
a, Pemberton ; and 4 the next morning 
ho with Iſrael, John bore me company to Sa- 
1 muel Foulk s-; where I met the before- men- 
1; _ tioned Indians, and we were glad to ſee. each 
1 other: here my friend Benjamin Parvin met 
to me, and propoſed joining as a companion, 
ht we having paſled ſome letters before on the 
: 1 ſubjet; and now on his account. I had a 
nd ſharp trial; for as the journey appeared peri- 
ain lous, I thought if he went chiefly to bear 
My me company, and we ſhould be taken cap- 
en- tive, my having been the means of draw- 
me ing him into theſe difficulties, would add to 


to my own afl. ctions: ſo I told him my mind 
L 2 freely, 
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freely, and Tet him know that I was reſign- 
ed to go alone; but after all, if he really be- 
lieved it to be his duty to go on, I believed 
his company would be very comfortable to 
me: it was indeed a time of deep exerciſe, 


and Benjamin appeared to be ſo faſtened to 
the viſit, that he could not be eaſy to leave 


me; ſo we went on, accompanied by our 
friends John Pemberton, and William Light- 
foot of Pikeland, and lodged at Bethlehem; 
and there parting with John, William and 
we went forward on the ninth day of the 
ſixth month, and got lodging on the floor of 
a houſe, about five miles from Fort-Allen; 


here we parted with William: and at this place 


we met with an Indian trader, lately come 
from Wioming; and in converſation with hi m, 
T perceived that many white people do often 
fell rum to the Indians, which, I believe, is a 
great evil; firſt, they being thereby deprived 
of the uſe of their reaſon, and their ſpirits vi- 
olently agitated, quarrels often ariſe which 


end in miſchief; and the bitterneſs and reſent- 


ments occaſioned hereby, are frequently of 
long continuance : again, their ſkins and 
furrs, gotten thro much fatigue and hard tra- 
vels in hunting, with which they intended 
to buy cloathing, when they become in- 
toxicated, they often {ſell at a low rate for 
more rum; and afterward, when they ſuffer 
for want of the riecelirics of life, are an- 
gry with thoſe who, for the ſake of gain, 
took the advantage of their weakneſs : of 


this their chiefs have often complained, at 
their 
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their treaties with the Engliſh. Where cun- 
ning people paſs counterfeits, and impoſe 


that on others which is good for nothing, it 
is conſidered as a wickedneſs; but to ſell 


that to people which we know does them 
harm, and which often works their ruin, for 
the ſake of gain, manifeſts a hardened and 
corrupt heart; and is an evil, which de- 


mands the care of all true [ns of virtue 


to ſuppreſs : and while my mind, this even- 
ing, was thus employed, I alſo remember- 
ed, that the people on the frontiers, among 
whom this evil 1s too common, are often 
poor; who venture to the outſide of a colo- 
ny, that they may live more independant on 
ſuch who are wealthy, who often ſet high 
rents on their land: being renewedly con- 
firmed in a belief, that if all our inhabi- 


tants lived according to ſound wiſdom, la- 


bouring to promote univerſal love and righ- 
teouſneſs, and ceaſed from every inordinate 
defire after wealth, and from all cuſtoms 
which are tinctured with luxury, the way 


would be eaſy for our inhabitants, though 


much more numerous than at preſent, to live 
comfortably on honeſt employments, with- 
out having that temptation they are often 
under of being drawn into ſchemes to make 
ſettlements on lands which have not been 
purchaſed of the Indians, or of applying to 
that wicked practice of ſelling rum to them. 
On the tenth day of the month we ſet out 
early in the morning, and croſſed the weſt- 


ern branch of Delaware, called the Great 


Lehie, 
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Lehie, near Fort-Allen ; the water being 


high, we went over in a canoe: here we 


met an Indian, and had ſome friendly con- 
verſation with him, and gave him ſome biſ- 
cuit; and he having killed a deer, gave the 
Indians with us ſome of it: then after tra- 
velling ſome miles, we met ſeveral Indian 
men and women with a cow and horſe, and 
ſome houſhold goods, who were lately come 


from their dwelling at Wioming, and going 
to ſettle at another place; we made them 


ſome ſmall preſents; and ſome of them un- 
derſtanding Engliſh, I told them my motive 
in coming into their country ; with which 
they appeared ſatisfied : and one of our 
guides talking a while with an antient wo- 
man concerning us, the poor old woman 
came to my companion and me, and took 


her leave of us with an appearance of ſin- 


cere affection. So going on, we pitched our 
tent near the banks of the ſame river, hav- 
ing laboured hard in croſſing ſome of thoſe 


mountains called the Blue Ridge ; and by 


the roughneſs of the ſtones, and the cavi- 
ries between them, and the ſteepneſs of the 
hills, it appeared dangerous : but we were 
preſerved in ſafety, through the kindneſs of 


Him whole works in thoſe mountainous de- 


ſerts appeared awful; toward whom my 
heart was turned during this day's travel. 


Near our tent, on the ſides of large trees 


peeled for that purpoſe, were various repre- 
ſentations of men going to, and returnin 


from the wars, and of ſome killed in battle. 


This 
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This being a path heretofore uſed by 
warriors ; and as I walked about viewing 
thoſe Indian hiſtories, which were painted 
moſtly in red but ſome in black, and think- 
ing on the innumerable afflictions which 
the proud, fierce ſpirit produceth in the 
world; thinking on the toils and fatigues of 
warriors, travelling over mountains and de- 
ſerts; thinking on their miſeries and diſ- 
treſſes when wounded far from home by 
their enemies; and of their bruiſes and great 
wearineſs in chaſing one another over the 
rocks and mountains; and af their reſtleſs, 
unquiet ſtate of mind, Who live in this ſpi- 
rit; and of the hatred which mutually grows 
up in the minds of the children of thoſe na- 
_ engaged in war with each other: dur- 
theſe meditations, the deſire to cherith 
he ſpirit of love and peace amongſt theſe _ 
people, aroſe very freſh in me. This was 
the firſt night that we lodged in the woods; 
and being wet with travelling in the rain, 
the ground, our tent, and che buſhes which 
we purpoſed to lay under our blankets alto 
wet, all looked diſcouraging ; but I believed, 
that it was the Lord who had thus far 
brought. me forward, and that he would 
diſpoſe of me as he ſaw good, and therein J 
felt eaſy; ſo we kindled a fire, with our tent 
open to it; and with ſome buſhes next the 
ground, and then our blankets, we made 
our bed; and lying down, got ſome fleep : 
and in the morning, feeling a little unwell, 
= went 
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] went into. the river; the water was cold, 
but ſoon after I felt freſh and well. 

The eleventh day of the ſixth month, the 
buſhes being wet, we tarried in our tent till 
about eight o'clock ; when going on, croſſed 
a high mountain ſuppoſed to be upward of 
four miles over; the ſteepneſs on the north 
fide exceeding all the others: we alſo croſſed 
two ſwamps; and it raining near night, 
we pitched our tent and lodged. 

About noon, on our way, we were over- 
taken by one of the moravian brethren, go- 
ing to Wehaloofing, and an Indian man 
with him who could talk Engliſh; and we 
being together while our horſes eat graſs, had 
ſome friendly converſation ; but they tra- 
velling taſter than we, ſoon left us. This 
moravian, I underſtood, had ſpent ſome 
time this ſpring at Wehaloofing ; ; and was, 
by ſome of the Indians, invited to come 
again, 

The twelfth day of the fixth month, and 
firſt of the week, it being a rainy day, we 
continued in our tent; and here I was led to 
think on the nature of the exerciſe which 
hath attended me: Lave was the firſt motion, 
and thence a concern aroſe to ſpend ſome time 
with the Indians, that I might feel and un- 
derſtand their life, and the ſpirit they live 
in, if haply 1 might receive ſome inſtruction 
from them, or they be in any degree helped 
forward by my following the leadings of 
truth amongſt them: and as it pleaſed the 
Lord to make way for my going at a time 
when 
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when the troubles of war were increafing, 


and when, by reaſon of much wet weather, 
traveling was more difficult than uſual at 
that ſeaſon, I looked upon it as a more fas 
vourable opportunity to ſeaſon my mind, 
and bring me into a nearer ſympathy with 
them: and as mine eye was to the great Fa- 
ther of mercies, humbly defiring to learn 
what his will was concerning me, [ was 
made quiet and content. 


Our guide's horſe, though hoppled, went 


away in the night; and after finding our 
own, and ſearching ſome time for him, his 
footſteps were diſcovered in the path going 


back again, whereupon my kind companion 


went off in the rain, and after about ſeven 
hours returned with him : and here we 
lodged again; tying up our horſes before 


we went to bed, and looking them to feed | 


about break of day. 
On the thirteenth day of the ſixth month, 
the ſun appearing, we ſet forward; and as I 
rode over the barren hills, my meditations 
were on the alterations of the circumſtances 
of the natives of this land ſince the coming 
in of the Engliſh. The lands near the ſea, 
are conveniently fituated for filhing ; che 
lands near the rivers, where the tides flow, 
and ſome above, are in many places fertile, 
and not mountainous; while the running of 
the tides, makes paſſing up and down eaſy 
with any kind of trafficx. Thoſe natives 
have, 1n ſome places, for trifling conſidera- 
tions, ſold their inheri tance ſo favourably 
ſituated; 


154 THE LIFE AND TRAVELS 


firuated; and in other places, been driven 


back by ſuperior force : ſo that, in many 
places, as their way of cloathing themſelves 
is now altered from what it was, and they, 
far remote from us, have to paſs over moun- 
tains, ſwamps, and barren deſarts, where 
travelling is very troubleſome, in bringing 
their ſkins and furrs to trade with us. 
By the extending of Englith ſettlements, 
and partly by Engliſh hunters, the wild 
beafts they chiefly depend on for a ſubſiſt- 
ance, are not ſo plenty as they were; 'and 
people too often, for the ſake of gain, open 


a door for them to waſte their ſkins and 
furrs, in purchaſing a liquor which tends to 


the ruin of them and their families. 
My own wall and defires being now very 


much broken, and my heart, with much 


earneſtneſs, turned to the Lord, to whom 
alone I looked for help in the dangers before 
me. I had a proſpect of the Engliſh along 
the coaſt, for upwards of nine hundred 
miles, where I have travelled; and the fa- 


vourable fituation of the Engliſh, and the 


difficulties attending the natives in many 
places, and the negroes, were open betore 
me; and a weighty and heavenly care came 
over my mind, and love filled my heart to- 
ward all mankind, in which I felt a ſtrong 
engagement, that we might be obedient to 
the Lord while, in tender mercies, he is yet 
calling to us; and ſo attend to pure univer- 
fal righteouſneſs, as to give no juſt cauſe of 


| offence to the Gentiles, who do not profeſs. 


chriſtianity, 
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chriſtianity, whether the blacks from Africa 
or the native inhabitants of this continent: 
and here I was led into a cloſe, laborious 
enquiry, whether 1, as an individual, kept 
clear from all things which tended to ſtir up, 
or were connected with wars, either in this 
land or Africa ; and my heart was deeply 
concerned, that in future I might in all 
things keep ſteadily to the pure truth, and 
live and walk in the plainneſs and ſimplicity 
of a ſincere follower of Chriſt. And in this 
lonely journey, I did, this day, greatly be- 
wail the ſpreading of a wrong ſpirit, be- 
lieving, that the proſperous, convenient ſi- 
tuation of the Engliſh, requires a conſtant 
attention to divine love and wiſdom to guide 
and ſupport us in a way anſwerable to the 
will of that good, gracious, and almighty 
Being, who hath an equal regard to all man- 
kind: and here, luxury and covetouſneſs, 
with the numerous oppreſſions, and other 
evils attending them, appeared very afflict- 
ing to me; and I felt in that which is im- 
mutable, that the ſeeds of great calamity 
and deſolation are ſown and growing faſt on 
this continent: nor have I words ſufficient to 
ſet forth that longing I then felt, that we, 
who are placedlalong the coaſt, and have taſted 
the love and goodneſs of God, might ariſe 
in his ſtrength; and, like faithful meſſen- 
gers, labour to check the growth of theſe 
ſeeds, that they may not ripen to the ruin 

of our poſterity, _ | 
e We 
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We reached the Indian fettlement at Wio- 
ming : and here we were told, that an In- 
dian runner had been at that place a day or 
two before us, and brought news of the In- 
dians taking an Englith tort weſtward, -and 
deſtroying the people, and that they were 
endeavouring to take another; and alſo, that 
another Indian runner came there about the 
middle of the night before we got there, 
who came from a town about ten miles 
above Wehalooſing, and brought news, that 
ſome Indian warriors, from diſtant parts, 
came to that town with two Englith ſcalps ; 


and told the people, that it was war with 


the Engliſh. 

Our guides took us to the houſe of a very 
antient man; and ſoon after we had put in 
our baggage, there came a man from ano- 
ther Indian houſe ſome diſtance off; and 1 
perceiving there was a man near the door, 
went out; and he having a tomahawk 
wrapped under his matchcoat out of ſight, 
as I approached him, he took it in his hand; 
I, however, went forward, and ſpeaking to 
him in a friendly way perceived he under- 
ſtood ſome Englith; my companion then 
coming out, we had ſome talk with him 
concerning the nature of our viſit in theſe 
parts ; and then he going into the houſe 
with us, and talking with our guides, ſoon 


appeared friendly, and fat down and ſmoak- 


ed his pipe. Tho' his taking his hatchet in 
his hand at the inſtant I drew near to him, 
| had 
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had a diſagreeable appearance, I believe he 
had no other intent than to be in readineſs 
in caſe any violence was offered to him. 

Hearing the news brought by theſe In- 
dian runners, and being told by the Indians 
where we lodged, that what Indians were 
about Wioming expected, in a few days, to 
move to ſome larger towns, I thought that, 
to all outward appearance, it was dangerous 
travelling at this time; and was, after 4 
hard day's journey, brought into a painful 
exerciſe at night, in which I had to trace 
back, and view over the ſteps I had taken 
from my firſt moving in the viſit; and tho! 
I had to bewail ſome weakneſs which, at 
times, had attended me, yet I could not 
find that I had ever given way to a will- 
ful diſobedience: and then as I believed I 
had, under-a ſenſe of duty, come thus far, 
I was now earneſt in ſpirit beſeeching the 
Lord to ſhew me what I ought to do. In 
this great diſtreſs J grew jealous of myſelf, 
leſt the defire of reputation, as a man 
firmly ſettled to perſevere through dan- 
gers, or the fear of diſgrace ariſing: on 
my returning without performing the vi- 


fit, might have ſome place in me: thus I 


lay, full of thoughts, great part of the night, 
while my beloved companion lay and ſlept 
by me; till the Lord, my gracious Father, 
who ſaw the conflicts of my ſoul, was 
pleaſed to give quietneſs: then I was again 
ſtrengthened to commit my lite, and all 


things * thereto, into his heavenly 
hands; ; 
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hands; and getting a little ſleep toward day, 
when morning came we aroſe, 

On the fourteenth day of the ſixth month, 
we fought out and viſited all the Indians 
hereabouts that we could meet with ; they 
being chiefly in one place, about a mile from 
where we lodged, in all perhaps twenty. 
Here I expreſſed the care I had on my mind 
for their good ; and told them, that true 
love had made me willing thus to leave my 
family to come and ſee the Indians, and 
ſpeak with them in their houſes. Some 
of them appeared kind and friendly. So we 
_ our leave of theſe Indians: and went 

the river Suſquehannah, about three 
— to the houſe of an Indian, called Ja- 
cob january, who had killed his hog; and 
the women were making ſtore of bread, and 
preparing to move up the river. Here our 
pilots left their canoe when they came down 
in the ſpring, which, lying dry, was leaky; 
ſo that we, being detained ſome hours, had 
a good deal of friendly converſation with 
the family; and eating dinner with them, 
we made them ſome {mall preſents. Then 
putting our baggage in the canoe, ſome of 
them puſhed {lowly up the ſtream, and the 
reſt of us rode our horſes ; and ſwimming 
them over a creek, called Lahawahamunk, 
we pitched our tent a little above it, being 
a ſhower in the evening : and in a ſenſe of 
God's goodneſs in helping me in my diſtreſs, 
ſuſtaining me under trials, and inclining 


my heart to truſt in him, I lay down in an 
humble 
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humble bowed frame of mind, and had E 
comfortable night's lodging. 
On the fifteenth day of the fixth ai 
we proceeded forward till the afternoon; 
when a ſtorm appearing, we met our canoe. 
at an appointed place; and the rain conti- 
nuing, we ſtayed all night, which was fo 
heavy, that it beat through our tent, and 
wet us and our bagga | 

On the ſixteenth day, we found,” on our 
way, abundance of trees blown down with 
the ſtorm yeſterday; and had occaſion reve- 
rently to conſider the kind dealings of the 
Lord, who provided a fate place for us'in a 
valley, while this ſtorm continued. By the 
falling of abundance of trees acroſs our 
path, we were much hindered, and in ſome 
ſwamps our way was ſo ſtopped, that we 
got through with extream difficulty. 

had this day often to conſider myſelf as 
a ſojourner in this world; and a belief in 
the all-ſuthciency of God to ſupport his peo- 
ple in their pilgrimage felt comfortable to 
me; and I was induſtriouſly employed to 
get to a ſtate of perfect reſignation. 

We ſeldom ſaw our canoe but at appoint- | 
ed places, by reaſon of the: path going off 
from the river: and this afternoon, ſob Chi- 
laway, an Indian from Wehalooſing, who 
talks good Englith, and 1s acquainted with 
ſeveral people in and about Philadelphia, met 
our people on the river ; and underſtandin 
where we expected to lodge, puſhed back 
about {1x miles, and came to us after night; 

and 
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and 1 in a, while our own canoe came, it be- 


ing hard work puſhing up ſtream. Job told 


us, that an Indian came in haſte to their 


town yeſterday, and told them, that three 
warriors, coming from ſome diſtance, lodg- 


ed in a town above Wehalooſing a few nights 


paſt; and that theſe three men were going 


againſt the Engliſh at Juniata. Job was 


going down the river to the province-ſtore 
at Shamokin. Though I was ſo far favour- 
ed with health as to continue travelling, yet 
through the various difficulties in our jour- 


ney, and the different way of living from 
what I had been uſed to, I grew ſick: and 


the news of theſe warriors being on their 
march ſo near us, and not knowing whe- 
ther we might not fall in with them, was a 
freſh trial of my faith; and tho', thro' the 
ſtrength of divine love, I had ſeveral times 


been enabled to commit myſelf to the divine 


diſpoſal, I ſtill found the want of my ſtrength 


to be renewed, that I might perſevere-there- 


in; and my cries for help were put up to 
the Lord, who, in great mercy, gave me a 
reſigned heart, in which I found quietneſs.” 


On the ſeventeenth day, parting from op 
Chilaway, we went on, and reached Weha- 


looſing about the middle of the afternoon; 
and the firſt Indian that we ſaw, was a wo- 


man of a modeſt countenance, with a Bible, 
who firſt ſpake to our guide ; and then, with 
a harmonious voice, expreſſed her gladneſs _ 
at ſeeing us, having before heard of our 


coniing : then, by the direction of our guide, 


we 
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we ſat down on a log; and he went to che 
| town, to tell the people we were come. My 
companion and I fitting thus together, in a 
deep inward ſtillneſs, the poor woman came 
and fat near us; and great awfulneſs' o 
ing over us, we rejoiced in a ſenſe of God's 
love manifeſted to our poor ſouls. After a 
while, we heard a conkſhell blow feveral 
times, and then came John Curtis, and 
another Indian man, who kindly invited us 
into a houſe near the town, where we found, 
I ſuppoſe, about fixty people ſitting in f 
lence; and after fitting a ſhort time, I ſtood 
up, and in ſome tenderneſs: of ſpirit ac- 
quainted them with the nature of my viſit, 
and that a concern for their good had made 
me willing to come thus far to ſee them: 
all in a few ſhort ſentences, which ſome of 
them underſtanding, interpreted to the 
others, and there appeared gladneſs amongſt 
them. Then I ſhewed them my certificate, 
which was explained to them; and the mo- 
ravian, who overtook is on the way, being 
now here, bade me welcome. - 
On the eighteenth day, we reſted ourſelyes 
this forenoon ; and the Indians knowing that 
the moravian and I were of different reli- 
gious ſocieties, and as ſome of their people 
had encouraged him to come and ſtay a 
while with them, were, I believe, concerned, 
that no jarring or diſcord might be in their 
meetings: and they, I ſuppoſe, having con- 
ferred - together, acquainted me, that 'the 
people, at 9d reque 3 at any time, 
COme 


1 Wp hald x meetings; wn al- 
ſo told me, that they expected the moravian 
would ſpeak in their ſettled meetings, which 
Are commonly held morning and near even- 
ing. 80 I found liberty in my heart to {peak 


to the morayian, and told him of che care 


1 felt on my mind for the good of theſe peo- 
ple; and that I believed no ill effects would 
follow it, if I ſometimes ſpake in their meet- 
ings When ore engaged me thereto, with- 
out calling them together at times when they 
did not meet of courſe: whereupon he ex- 
preſſed his good-will toward my ſpeaking 
at any time, all that I, found in my heart 
to ſay: ſo near evening I was at their meet- 
ing, where the pure goſpel love was felt, to 
the tendering ſome of our hearts; and the 
interpreters. endeavouring to acquaint che 
people with what I ſaid, in thort ſentences, 
tound ſome difficulty, as none of them were 
quite perfect in the Engliſh and Delaware 
tongues, ſo they helped one another, and we 
labuured along, divine love attending: and 
afterwards feeling my mind covered with 


the ſpirit of prayer, I told the interpreters 


that I found it in my heart to pray to God, 
and believed, if I prayed aright, he would 
hear me, and expreſſed my willingneſs. for 
them to omit antcrpreting ; ſo our meeting 
| ended with a degree of divine love: and 
before the people went out, I obſerved Pa- 
punchang the man who had been zealous 
in labouring for a reformation in that town, 


being chen very tender) ſpoke to one of the 


interpreters: 
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interpreters : and I was afterwards told that 
he ſaid in ſubſtance as follows ; 1 love to 
feel where words come from.” 
On the nineteenth day, and firſt of the 
week, this morning in the meeting the In- 


dian who came with the moravian, being al- 


ſo a member of that ſociety, prayed; and 


then the moravian ſpake a ſhort time to the 
people: and in the afternoon, they coming 


together, and my heart being filled with a 
heavenly care for — good, 'T foake to them 
awhile by interpreters; but none of them 
being perfect in the work, and I feeling the 


current of love run ſtrong, told the inter- 


preters, that I believed ſome of the people 
would underſtand me, and fo I proceeded : 
in which exerciſe, I believe the Holy Ghoſt 
wrought'on ſome hearts to edification, where 
all the words were not underſtood. I look- 
ed upon it as a time of divine favour, and 


my heart was tendered and truly thankful 


before the Lord ; and after I ſat down, one 
of the interpreters ſeemed ſpirited to give the 
Indians the ſubſtance of what I had faid. 

Before our firſt meeting this morning, I 
was led to meditate on the manifold diffi- 


culties of theſe Indians, who, by the per- 
miſſion of the Six Nations, dwell in theſe 


parts; and a near ſympathy with them was 
raiſed in me; and my heart being enlarged 
in the love of Chriſt, I thought that the af- 
fectionate care of a good man for his only 
brother in affliction, does not exceed what L 


then felt for that people. 


” I came 
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I came to this ** through much trou- 
ble; and though, through the mercies of 


God, I believed, that if I died in the jour- 


ney, it would be well with me; ; yet the 
thoughts of falling into the hands of Indian 
warriors, were, in times of weakneſs, afflict- 
ing to me; and being of a tender conſtitu- 
tion of body, the thoughts of captivity 
amongſt them were, at times, grievous; as 
ſuppoſing, that they being ſtrong and hardy, 
might demand ſervice of me beyond what I 
could. well bear ; but the Lord alone was my 
keeper; and L believed, if I went into capti- 
vity, it would be for ſome good end; and 
thus, from time to time, my mind was cen- 
tered in reſignation, in which I always found 
quietneſs. And now, this day, though I had 
the ſame dangerous wilderneſs between me 
and home, I was inwardly joyful that the 
Lord had ſtrengthened me to come on this 
viſit, and maniteſted a fatherly care over me 


in my poor lowly condition, when in mine 


own eyes I appeared inferior to many a- 
Tongs, the Indians. 

When the laſt mentioned meeting was 
ended, it. being night Papunchang went to 


bed; and one of the interpreters fitting by 


me, 1 obſerved, Papunchang ſpoke with an 


harmonious voice, I ſuppoſe, a minute or 


two: and aſking the interpreter, was told, 
that he was expręſſing his thankfulneſs to 
God for the favours he had received that 
day; and prayed that he would continue to 


ſauour him with chat ſame, which he had 


Sod; experienced 
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| experienced in that meeting.“ That though 
Papunehang had before 7 to receive the 
moravian, and join with them, he ſtill ap- 
peared kind and loving one eee 

On the twentieth day, +. Was at two meet- 
ings, and filent in chem... (oTOres 

The twenty-firſt day. This morfling in 
meeting my heart was enlarged in pure love 
amongſt them, and in ſhort plain ſentences 
expreſſed ſeveral things that reſted upon me, 
which one of the interpreters gave the peo- 
ple pretty readily; after which the meeting 
ended in ſupplication, and I had cauſe hum- 
bly to acknowledge the loving-kindneſs of 
he Lord toward us; and then I believed 
that a door remained open for the faithful 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, to Habour et 
theſe people. 

I now fecling my mura at liberty: to re- 
turn, took my leave of them in general, at 
the concluſion of what I ſaid in meeting; 
and ſo we prepared to go homeward: but 
ſome of their moſt active men told us, that 
when we were ready to move, the people 
would chooſe to come and ſhake hands with 
us; which thoſe who uſually came to meet- 
ing did: and from a ſecret draught in my 
-mind, I went amongſt ſome who did not 
uſe to go to meeting, and took my leave of 
them alſo: and the moravian and his Indian 
interpreter, appeared reſpectful to us at 
ing. This town ſtands on the bank of Sub- 
.quehannah, and conſiſts, I believe, of about 
forty houſes, moſtly compact together; ſome 
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about thirty feet long, and eighteen wide, 
ſome bigger, ſome lefs ; moſtly built of ſplit 
plank, one end ſet in "the ground, and the 
other pinned to a plate, on which lay raf- 
ters, and covered with bark. I underſtand 
a great flood laſt winter overflowed the chief 
part of the ground where the town ſtands ; 
and ſome were now about moving their 
houſes to higher ground, | 

We expected only two Indians to be our 
company ; but when we were ready to go, 
we found many of them were going to Beth- 
lehem with ſkins and furrs, who choſe to 
go in company with us: fo they loaded two 
canoes, which they deſired us to go in, tell- 
ing us, that the waters were fo raifed with 
the rains, that the horſes ſhould be taken by 
ſach who were better acquainted with the 
fording places: ſo we, with ſeveral Indians, 
went in the canoes, and others went on 
Horſes, there being ſeven beſides ours. And 
we meeting with the horſemen once on the 


way by appointment, and then near night, 
a little below a branch called Tankhannah, 


we lodged there; and ſome of the young 


men going out a little before duſk with their 
guns, brought in a deer. 

On the twenty-ſecond day, through dili- 
gence, we reached Wioming before night, 
and underſtood the Indians were moſtly gone 
from this place: here we went up a ſmall 


creek into the woods with our canoes, and, 


pitching our tent, carried out our baggage ; 
and betore dark our borſes came to us. 


On 
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On the rwernty-third day in the mbthin 
their horſes were loaded, and! we rere 
our baggage and ſb ſet forward, being in all 
fourteen ; and with dili 1 travelling were 
favoured to get near half way to Fort-Allen! 
The land on this road om ioming to our 
frontier being moſtly Poor, and good grifs 
ſcarce; they choſe a piece of low ground: to 
lodge on, as the- beſt for graſing; and I 
having Gveat/ much in travelling, and bez 
ing weary ſlept" ſound; I perceived in the 
niglit that I had*taken cold, of Which L Was 
favoured to get better ſoon. 
On the twenty fourth day we paſſed? Forts 

Allen, and lodged near it in the woods. 

- Having forded'the weſterly branch of Des 
laware three times; and thereby had a ſliorter 
way and miſſed goi going over the? top of 5 
blue mountains, calledithe Second Ridge. Ii 
the ſecond time fording; where the river cu 
thro' the mountain, the waters being rapid 
and pretty deep, and my companion s mare 
being a tall) tractable animal, he ſundry 
times drove her back thro” the river. and 
they loaded her with the burthens of ſorns 
ſmall horſes; which they thought not ſuffiei- 
ent to come thro? with their loads. 
me troubles: weſtward; and the dugeuley 
for Indians to paſs- thro” our frontier, I ap- 
ehend- was one reaſon why ſo many came; 
28 expecting that our being in company; 
would: prevent the outſide inhabitants from 
being ſurprized. | | 
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On the twenty-fifch day we reached Beth- 


1 , taking care on the way to keep fore- 
moſt, and to acquaint people en and near 
the road who theſe Indians were ; this we 
found very needful; for the frontier inha- 


| bitants were often. alarmed at the report of 


Engliſh being killed by Indians weſtward. - 

; Amongſt, our company were ſome who. 1 
did not remember to have ſeen at meeting, 
and fome of thele at firſt were very reſerved; 
but we being ſeveral. days together, and be- 
having friendly toward them, and making 
them ſuitable returns for the ſervices; hey 
did us, they became more free and ſociable. 

On the twentyrfixth day and firſt of the 
weck, having carefully endeavoured to ſettle 


all affairs with the Indians relative to our 


journey; we. took. leave of them, and 
thought they generally parted with us af- 
fectionately; ſo we getting to Richland, had 


a very comfortable meeting amongſt our 
friends: here I parted with my kind friend 


and companion Benjamin Parvin; and ac- 


companied by my friend Samuel Foulk, we 


rode to John Cadwallader's, from whence I 
reached home the next day, where I found 
my family middling well; and they and my 
friends all along appeared. glad to ſee me re- 
turn from a journey which they apprehend- 
ed dangerous : but my mind, while I was 
out, had been ſo employed in ſtriving for a 
perfect reſignation, and I had ſo often been 


confirmed in a belief, that whatever the 


Lord mi ight be pleaſed to allot for me, would 


work 
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work for good: I was careful leaſt I ſhould 


admit any degree of ſelfiſhneſs in being glad 
overmuch, and laboured to improve by thoſe 


trials in ſuch a manner as my gracious Fa- 


ther and protector intends for me. Between 


the Engliſh inhabitants and Wehalooſing, 
we had only a narrow path, which in many 
places is much grown up with buſhes, and 
interrupted by abundance of trees lying 
acroſs it, theſe, together with the moyn= 
tains, ſwamps, and rough ſtones, make it a 
difficult. road to travel; and the more ſo, for 
that rattleſnakes abaund there, of which we 


killed four: that people who have never been 
in ſuch places, have but an imperfect idea 
of them; but I was not only, taught pa- 


tience, but alſo made thankful to God, who 


thus led me about and inſtructed me, that 1 


might have a quick and lively feeling of 
che afflictions of my fellow creatures, whoſe 
eee in life is difficult. e 


1 


CHAR 
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* 


Eur big. converfurion with a compu * 


4% fee the tricks of a' A account 
of ' Jobn Smith's ' advice, and of the pro- 
credinzi of a committee, at the gearty=meet- 
ing in 1764 — Contem emplarions on the nature 
"of true wiſdom, occaſwned by hearing of the 

eruelty of the Hidiamt to their captives — 
' His viſiting the families of friends at Mount- 


© "Polly, Mansfield and Burlingrot in 1764, and 


the mbctings on 75 woe op Num Cape May" to- 
da Squan in 1 tr biſit to hy Jaun 


© 'Corntics o Drlaware and the” Eafterit Shors 
of Maryland" it 1766, in company with John 
Set per; with ſome account of pb Mi- 
colt and his followers; and obſervations 
en the different tate of the firſt ſettlers in 


Pennhylvania who depended” on their own 


labour, and theſe of the ſouthern provinces 
who kept negroes — His viſiting the north- 
ern parts of New- Jerſey the ſame year, and 
the weſtern parts of Maryland and Penn- 
Sylvania in 1767, and afterwards other 
Paris of Pennſylvama and the families of 
friends at Mount- Holly ; and agam ſeveral 


| parts of Maryland in 1768 — Further con- 


federations on keeping flaves ; and his con- 
cern for having formerly, as an executor, been 
party to the ſale of one; and what he 
did in conſequence of it — Thoughts on 
Firiende 
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friends exerciſing offices in civil govern- 


ment. 


HE latter part of the ſummer, 2 
there came a man to Mount- Holly, 
who had before publiſhed, by a printed 
advertiſement, that at a certain pablick- 
houſe, he would ſhew many wonderfat ope- 


rations, which he therein enumerated, 


This man, at the time appointed, did, 
by flight of hand, fundry things; Which, 
to thoſe gathered, appeared ſtrangeG. 

The next day, I hearing of it, and un- 
derſtanding that the ſhew was to be conti- 
nued the next night, and the people to meet 
about ſun-fet, felt an exercife on that ac- 
count: fo I went to the publick-houſe in 
the evening, and told the man of the houſe 
that I had an inchnation to fpend a part 
of the evening there; with whieh he ſigni- 
fied that he was content. Then ſitting down 
by the door, I ſpake to the people as they 
came together, concerning this ſhe-w; and 
more coming and fitting down with us, the 
ſeats at the door were moſtly filled; and I 
had converſation with them in the fear of 
the Lord, and laboured to convince them 
that thus aſſembling to ſee thole tricks or 
lights of hands, and beſtowing their mo- 


ney to ſupport men who in that capacity 


were of no. uſe in the world, was contrary 

to the nature of the chriſtian religion, 
There was one of the company who, for a 

time, endeavoured by arguments to ſhew 


the 
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the reaſonableneſs of their proceedings here- 
in; but after conſidering ſome texts of ſeri p- 
ture, and calmly debating the matter, he 
gave up the point. So having ſpent abaut 


am hour amongſt them, and feeling my 
mind eaſy, I departed. * 
At our yearly- meeting at Philadelphia, « on 
the ceny ff day of the ninth month, 
1764, John Smith of Marlborough, aged 
upwards of eighty years, a faithful miniſter, 
tho not eloquent, ſtood up in our meeting 
of miniſters and elders, and appearing to 
be under a great exerciſe of ſpirit, informed 
friends in ' ſubſtance as follows: to wit, 
„That he had been a member of the ſociety 
upward of fixty years, and well remembered 


that in thoſe early times friends were a plain 


lowly-minded people; and that there was 
much tenderneſs and contrition in their 
mectings,—That at twenty years from that 
time, the ſociety increaſing in wealth, and in 
ſome degree conforming to the faſhions of the 


world, true humility was leſs apparent, and 


their meetings in general not ſo lively and 
edifying — That at the end of forty years, 

many of them were grown very rich; that 
wearing of fine coſtly garments, and uſing of 
filver (and other) watches, became cuſtomary 
with them, their ſons, and their daughters, and 
many of the ſociety made a ſpacious appear- 


ance in the world; which marks of outward, 


wealth and greatneſs, appeared on ſome in 
pur meetings of miniſters and elders; and 
as theſe things became more prevalent, ſo 

mn 
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the powerful overſhadowings of the Holy 


Ghoſt were leſs. manifeſt; in the Society 


That there had been a continued increaſe 9 
theſe ways of life even until now; and that 
the weakneſs which hath now overſpread 


the ſociety, and the barrenneſs manifel 


amongſt us, is matter of much ſorrow. 
He then mentioned the uncertainty of his 
attending theſe meetings in future, expect- 
ing his diſſolution was now near; and hav- 
ing tenderly expreſſed his concern for us, 
ſignified that he had ſeen in the true light 


that the Lord would bring back his people 
from theſe things into which they were thus 


degenerated, but that his faithful ſervants 
muſt firſt go thro' great and heavy exer- 
ciſes therein. 7 


On the twenty-ninth day, the committee | 


appointed by the yearly-meeting. to viſit 
the quarterly and monthly meetings, no 
gave an account in writing of their proceed 
ings in that ſervice; in which they ſigni- 


fied, that in the courſe of it, they had been, 


apprehenſive that ſome perſons holding of- 


fices in government, inconſiſtent with our. 


principles ; and others who kept ſlaves, re- 
maining active members in our meetings of 
diſciphne, had been one means of weakneſs: 
more and more prevailing in the manage- 
ment thereof in ſome places. After this re- 

ort was read, an exerciſe revived on my 


mind, which, at times, had attended me ſe- 


veral years, and inward cries to the Lord 
were raiſed in me, that the fear of man 
might 


— 


man to work, I 
that he had Deen a ier in the late war on 
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might not prevent me from doing what he 
required of me; and ſtanding up, I ſpake 
in ſubſtance as follows : * I have felt a ten- 


derneſs in my mind toward perſons, in two 


circumſtances mentioned in that report; 
that is, toward ſuch active members who 
keep ſlaves, and ſuch who hold offices in ci- 
vil government; and have deſired, that 
friends in all their conduct may be kindly 
affectioned one toward another. Many 
friends, who keep ſlaves, are under ſome 
exerciſe on that account; and, at times, 


think about trying them with freedom; bur 
find many things in their way: and the 


way of living, and annual expences of fome 
of them are ſuch, that it ſeems impractica- 
ble for them to ſet their ſlaves free, without 
changing their own way of life. It has been 

my lot to be often abroad; and I have ob- 
ſerved i in ſome places, at quarterly and year- 
ly meetings, and at ſome houſes where tra- 
velling friends and their horſes are often 


entertained, that the yearly expence of in- 


dividuals therein is very conſiderable : and 
friends in ſome places. crouding much on 

ans in theſe circumſtances for entertain- 
ment, hath often reſted as a burthen on my 


mind for ſome years paſt; and I now ex- 


preſs it in the fear of the Lord, greatly de- 
firing that friends now preſent may n 
conſider it.” 


In the fall of this year, having hired a 
eived in converſation 


this 
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this continent; and in the evening, giving 
a narrative of his captivity amongſt the In- 
dians, he informed me that he 1aw'two-of 
his fellow captives reg a death i in ere, 
cruel manner... | 
This relation affected me avich fadneſs, 
under which I went to bed; and the next 
morning, ſoon after Lawoke, a freſh and 
living ſenſe of divine love was ſpread over 
my mind; in which I had a renewed pro- 
ſpect of the nature of that wiſdom from 
above, which leads to a right uſe of all gifts, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, and Ives « con- 
tent therein: under a ee 1 
wrote as follows: 10 
Hath He, who gave me a aka n 
ed with many wants unknown to brute- 
creatures, given me a capacity ſuperior to 
theirs? and thewn me, that a moderate ap- 
plication to buſineſs is proper to my preſent 
condition; and that this, attended with his 
bleſſing, may ſupply all outward wants, 
While they remain within the bounds he 
hath fixed; and no imaginary wants pro- 
ceeding from an evil ſpirit, have any place 
in mer; Attend then, O my ſoul! to this 
pure wiſdom, as thy ſure conductor thro' 
the manifold dangers 3 in this world!” 
Doth pride lead to vanity ? Doth vani- 
ty form imaginary wants? Do theſe wants 
rompt men to exert their power in requir- 
ing that of others, which themſelves would 
rather be excuſed from, were r ſame” re- 
quired of them?” 


cc "By 
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% Po thoſe proceedings beget hard 
choughts? Do hard thoughts, when ripe, 
become malice? Does malice, when ri 


become revengeful; and in the end in ict . 


terrible pains on their fellow-creatures, and 
1 pread deſolations in the world?“ 

Doth mankind, walking! in uprightneſs, 
delight in each other's happineſs ? And do 
theſe creatures, capable of this attainment 
by giving way to an evil ſpirit, employ their 
wit and ſtrength to afflict and deſtroy one 
another?“ 


Remember then, O my ſoul! the quietude 
of thoſe in whom Chriſt governs, and 1 in all 
thy proceedings feel after it!” 


Doth he condeſcend to bleſs thee with 
s preſence? To move and influence to 


action? To dwell in thee, and walk in thee? 


Remember then thy ſtation, as a being ſa- 
cred to God; accept of the ſtrength freely 
offered thee ; and take heed that no weak=- 
nefs, in conforming to expenſive, unwiſe, 


and-hard-hearted- cuſtoms, gendering to diſ- 


cord and ſtrife, be given way to. Doth he 


claim my body as his temple? And graci- 


ouſly grant that I may be ſacred to him. 


Oh! that I may prize this favour; and that 
my whole life may be conformable to this 


character!“ 
Remember, 0 my ſoul! that the prince 


of peace is thy Lord: that he communicates 
his unmixed wiſdom to his family; that 


they living in perfect ſimplicity, may give 
| * 
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no * cauſe of offence to any ere 
mix op as he walked!” 
| felt an openneſs i in my hears; t- 
ward An families in our own. meetit 
and eſpecially in the town of Mount-Holly, 
the place of my abode, I mentioned it in 
our , monthly-meeting the fore-part of the 
winter 1764; which being agreed to, and 
feveral friends of our meeting being united 
in the exereiſe, we proceeded therein; and 


through divine favour were helped in the 


work, ſo that it appeared to me as a freſfi 


reviving of godly care amongſt friends: and 


the latter part of the ſame winter, I joirie® 
my friend Vilkam Jones, 1 in a viſit to friends 
families in Mansfield; in whieh labour, 


had. caufe to admire 'the goodneſs of. tho 


Lord toward us. 


Having fele my mini draw eure a 
viſit to friends . the ſea-coalt from Cape 


May to near Squan; and alſo to viſit ſome 
people in thoſt parts, amongſt whom there 
is no ſettled worſhip ; I joined, with my be- 
loved friend Benjamin Jones, in a viſit there; 


having friends unity therein: and ſerting off 


the twenty-fourtl day of the tenth month; 


17655, we had a profperous and vey fais 


Cory journey; feeling; at times, thro” the 

goodneſs of the heavenly: Shepherd, the gol 

bel to flow- freely toward a poor people feat. 

tered in thoſe places: and ſoon after our re- 

turn, I joined my friends John Sleeper and 

reden Smith, in viſiting 2 
N 


* 
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at Burlington, there being at this time 
about fifty families of our ſociety in that 
city j and we had cauſe humbly to adore 
our heavenly Father, who baptized us in- 
to à feeling of the ſtate, of the people, and 
ſtrengthened us to labour in true Fre _ 
amongſt them. 

An exerciſe having, at Ame for anni 
years, attended me, in regard to paying a 
religious viſit to friends on the Eaſtern Shore 
of Maryland: ſuch was the nature of this 
exerciſe, that I believed the Lord moved me 
to travel on foot amongſt them, that by ſo 
travelling I might have a more lively feeling 
of the condition of the oppreſſed ſlaves, ſet 
an example of lowlineſs before the eyes of 
their maſters, and be more out of the 1 of 
Ar er to unprofitable converſG. 
Ihe time now drawing near in which 1 
| believed it my duty to lay my concern be- 
fore our monthly meeting, I perceived in 
converſation with my beloved friend John 
Sleeper, that he was under a concern to tra- 
vel the ſame way, and alſo to travel on foot 
in the form of a ſervant amongſt them, as 
he expreſt it. This he told me er he 
knew aught of my exerciſe. - 

WMe being thus drawn the ſame way, nid 
our exerciſe and the nature of it before 
friends; and obtaining certificates, we ſet 
© oft the ſixth day of the fifth month, 1766; 

and were at meetings with friends at Wil 

. e Duck-Creck, Little-Creek and Mo- 

therkill; 
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therkill ; my heart being ſundry. times ten- 


dered under the divine influence, and en- 

larged in love toward the Pepe 1 

whom we travelled. [1 mat 
From Motherkill, we deff che country 


eue thirty-five. miles to friends at Tucka- 
hoe in Maryland, and Lad a mg . 
and at Marſhy-Creexk. 
At theſe, our three laſt meetings, ore! A 
conſiderable. number of people, followers of 
one Joſeph Nichols, a preacher; who, I un- 
derſtand, is not in outward fellowſhip with 
any religious ſociety; of people, but — 
eth nearly the ſame principles as our ſociety 
doth, and often travels up and down ap- 
pointing meetings, to which many people 
come. I heard ſome friends ſpeaking of ſome 
of their neighbours, who had been irreligi- 
ous people, that were now his followers, and 
were become ford ere Wat men and 
Nannen i Mar | 


Some crewlabiatanc, E . TOY A 


- 3 the people at ſeveral of his meet- 
ings; but from the whole of what I have 
perceived, I believe the man and ſome of his 
followers, are honeſtly diſpoſed, but that 

_ {kilful fathers are wanting among them: 
from hence we went to Choptank and Third 


Haven; and thence to Queen Ann's. The 


weather having ſome days paſt been hot and 


dry, and we to attend meetings purſuant to 


appointment, having travelled pretty ſteadily, 
and had hard labour in meetings, I grew 


N 2 es 
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weakly; at which I was for a time diſcou- 
raged;; but looking over our journey, and 
thinking how the Lord had ſupported our 
minds and bodies, ſo that we got forward 


much taſter than I expected before we came 


out, I now ſaw that I had been in danger of 
too ſtrongly deſiring to get ſoon through the 
journey, and that this bodily weakneſs now 
attending me was a kindneſs to me; and 
then, in contrition of ſpirit, I became very 
thankful to my gracious Father, for this ma- 
nifeſtation of his love; and in humble ſub- 
miſſion to ws wall, my truſt was reneared. 3 in 
him.. : 
On ahi part of our journey, I heed many 
thoughts on the different circumſtances of 
friends who inhabit Pennſylvania and Jer- 
ſey, from thoſe who dwell in Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and Carolina. Pennſylvania and New- 
Jerſey were ſettled by many friends, Who 
were convinced of our principles in England 
in times of ſufferings, and coming over 
bought lands of the natives, and applied 
themſelves to huſbandry in a peaceable way; 
and many of their children were 1 to 
labour for hole living. 
Few friends, I believe, came foctm.- 

land to ſettle in any of theſe ſouthern — 
vinces; but by the faithful labours of tra- 


velling friends in early times, there was con- 


ſiderable convincements amongſt the inhabi- 
tants of theſe parts. Here I remembered my 


machn of the warlike diſpoſition of many 
| of 
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of the firſt ſettlers in thoſe provinces, and 


of their numerous engagements with the na- 
tives, in which much blood was ſhed, even 


in the infancy of thoſe colonies. Theſe peo- 


ple, inhabiting thoſe places, being grounded 
in cuſtoms contrary to the pure truth, when 
ſome of them were affected with the power- 
ful preaching of the Word of Life, and 
joined in fellowſhip with our ſociety, they 
had a great work to go through. It is ob- 
ſervable in the Hiſtory of the Reformation 
from Popery, that it had a gradual progreſs 
from age to age: the uprightneſs of the 
firſt reformers, in attending to the light and 
underſtanding given them, opened the way 
for ſincere-hearted people to proceed further 
afterward; and thus each one truly fearing 
God, and labouring i in thoſe works of righte- 
ouſneſs appointed for them in their day, 
findeth acceptance with him: though, thro 
the darkneſs of the times, and the corrup- 
tion of manners and cuſtoms, ſome upright 


men may have had little more for their day's. 


work than to attend to the righteous: princi- 
ple in their minds, as it related to their own 
conduct in life, without pointing out to 
others the whole extent of that, which the 
ſame principle would lead fucceeding ages 


into. Thus for inſtance; amongſt an impe- 


rious warlike people, fapported by oppreſſed 
tlaves, ſome of theſe maſters, I ſuppoſe, are 


awakened to feel and ſee their error; and, 


thro fincere repentance, ceaſe from opprei- 


ſion, 
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fion, and become like fathers to their ſer- 
vants ſhewing, by their example, a ' pats 
tern of Humility in living, and moderation 


in governing, for the inſtruction and admo- 
nition of their oppreſſing neighbours ; thoſe 
without carrying the reformation further, 
I believe have found acceptance with the 
Lord. Such was the beginning; and thoſe 
who ſuceeeded them, and have faithfully at- 
tended to the nature and ſpirit of the re- 
formation, have ſeen the neceſſity of pro- 
ceeding forward; and not only to inſtruct 
others, by their example, in governing well, 
but alſo to uſe means to prevent their ſuc». 
ceſfors from having ſo much rt to * 
preſs others. 

Here I was renewedly confirmed ; in my 
mind, that the Lord (whoſe tender mercies 
are over all his works, and whoſe ear is open 
to the cries and groans of the oppreſſed) is 
graciouſly moving on the hearts of people, 
to draw them off from the deſire of wealth, 
and bring them into ſuch an humble, lowly 
way of living, that they may ſee their way 
clearly, to repair to the ſtandard of true 
righteouſneſs; and not only break the yoke 
of oppreſſion, but know him to be their 
ſtrength and ſupport in' a time of out ward 
affliction. 

We paſling on croſſed C heſter-River ; and 
had a meeting there, and at Cecil and Saſſa- 
fras. Fhro' my bodily- weakneſs, joined with 
a heavy exerciſe of mind, it was to me an 


humbling 


L 
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humbling diſpenſation, and 1 had a very 


lively feeling of the ſtate of the oppreſſed; 
yet I often' thought, that what I ſuffered: was 
little, compared with the ſufferings of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and many of his faithful 35 
lowers; and may ſay wi thankfulneſs, I 
Was made content. 

From Saſſafras we Veit pbett) dirgatly 


Sth) where we found our families well; 


and for ſeveral weeks after our return, I had 
often to look over our journey: and tho to 


me it appeared as a ſmall ſervice, and that 
ſome faithful meſſengers will yet have more 
bitter cups to drink in thoſe «ſouthern pro- 
vinces for Chriſt's ſake than we had; yet 1 
foutid peace in that I had been helped to 


walk in ſincerity, according to the Unter 


' ſtanding and ſtrength given me. | 
On the thirteenth day of the A 
month, 1766, with the unity of friends: at 
our montlily-meeting, in company with my 

beloved friend Benjamin Jones, I ſat out on 


a viſit to friends in the upper part of this 


833 having had drawings of love in 


my heart that way a conſiderable time: we 
travelled as far as Hardwick; and I had in- 


ward peace in wy labours of love amongſt 
them. 


Thro' the humbling diſpetdations of Di- 


vine Providence, my mind bath been brought 
into a further feeling of the difficulties of 
friends and their fervants ſouth-weſtward: 

and hays. ag engaged in ſpirit on their 


ACCQUNT. 
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account, I believed it my duty to walk into 
ſome parts of the weſtern ſhore of Mary- 
land, on a religious viſit; and having ob- 
tained a certificate from en, of our month - 
Iy- meeting, I took my leave of my family 
under the heart-tendering operation of truth; 
and on the twentieth day of the fourth 
month, 1767, I rode to the ferry oppolite to 
Philadelphia, and from thence walked to 
William Horne's at Derby that evening; and 


next day purſued my journey alone, and 


reached Concord week-day meeting. 
Diſcouragements and a weight of diſtreſs 
had, at times, attended me in this loneſome 
walk ; thro' which afflictions, I was merci- 
fully preſerved : and now fitting down with 
friends, my mind was turned toward the 
Lord, to wait for his holy leadings; who, 
in infinite love, was pleaſed to ſoften my 


heart into humble contrition, and did re- 
newedly ſtrengthen me to go Arne that 


to me it was a time of heavenly refreſhment 
in a ſilent meeting. 

The next day I came to New-Garden 
week-day mecting, in which I ſat with bow- 
edneſs of ſpirit ; and being baptized into a 
feeling of the ſtate of ſome preſent, the 
Lord gave us a heart-tendering ſeaſon; 3 to 
his name be the praiſe, 

I pafled on, and was at Nottingham month- 
ly- meeting; and at a meeting at Little Bri- 
tain on fir ſt· day : and in the afternoon ſe- 
veral friends came to the houſe where I 

| lodged, 
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lodged, and we had a little afrerngon- - meet 
ing; and thro' the humbling power of truth, 
IJ had to admire the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord manifeſted to us. _ 

On the ewenty-fixth day, | 1 crolled Sul 
quehannah; and coming amongſt 7e in 
outward eaſe and greatneſs, , chiefly nf | 
labour of ſlaves, my heart was much aff, 
ed; and in awful e my mind Fa 
gathered inward to the Lord, —.— 7 8 
engaged that in true reſignation might re- 
ceive inſtruction from him, reſpecting T 
duty amongſt this people. 

Tho' travelling on foot was weariſome wo. 
my body; yet thus travelling, was greg: 
able to the ſtate of my mi Dad i! 

J went gently on, bein weakly; 5 and was 
covered with ſorrow an heavineſs, on ac- 
count 'of the fpreading prevailing ſpirit, of 
this world, introducing cuſtoms grievous: and 
oppreſſive on one hand, and, cheriſhing pride 
and wantonneſs on the other. In this lonely 
walk, and ſtate of abaſement and humilia- 
tion, the ſtate of the church in theſe parts 
was opened before me; and I may truly ſay 
* the prophet, I was ors. down, at 

* the hearing of it; I was diſmayed at the 
5 ſecing of it.“ Under this 265 I at- 
tended the quarterly-meeting at Gunpow= 
der; and, in bowedneſs of ſpirit, I had to 
open, with much plainneſs, mn felt re- 
ſpecting friends living in fullneſs, on the la- 
bours of the poor oppreſſed negroes; ans 

at 
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chat promaſe of the Moſt High was now re 


vived-: // I will gather all nations and 


1 2 and they ſhall come and ſee my 
| — Here, the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
ad big raſting death for every man, and the 
travels, ſufferings, and martyrdoms of the 
apoſtles, . and primitive chriſtians, in labour- 


ing for the converſion of the gentiles, was 


livingly revived in me; and according to the 
meafure of ſtrength afforded, I laboured in 
ſome. e ge of ſpirit, being deeply af- 
fected amongſt them: and thus the differ- 
ence between the preſent treatment which 
theſe gentiles the negroes receive, at our 

hands, and the labours of the primit ive 

chriſtians for the converſion of the gentiles, 
was preſſed home, and the power of truth 
came over us; under a feeling of which, 
my mind was united to a tender hearted 
people in thoſe parts; and the meeting con- 
cluded in a ſenſe of God's goodneſs toward 
his humble dependant children. 

The next day was a general meeting for 
worſhip, much crouded ; in which I was 
deeply engaged in inward cries to the Lord 
for help, that I might ſtand wholly reſigned, 
and move only as he might be pleaſed to 
lead me: and I was mercifully helped to la- 
bour honeſtly and fervently amongſt them, 
in which I found inward Peace; and the ſin- 
cere were comforted. 

From hence I turned toward Pipe-Creek, 
and pailed on to the Red-Lands ; and had 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral meetings amongſt” friends in thoſe 
parts. My heart was often tenderly affect- 


ed, under a ſenſe of the Lord's — ths in 


ſanifying my troubles and exerciſes," turn- 
ing them to my comfort, and, I believe, to 
the benefit of many others; for, may ſay 
with thankfulneſs, that in chis viſit; it a 


peared like a freſh tendering” ens in 


moſt places. 9 
1 paſſed on to the weſtern eee 


ing in Pennſylvania; during the ſeveral days 


of this meeting, I was mercifully preſerved 


in an inward feeling after the mind of truth, 
and my publick labours tended to my humi- 
Hation, with which I was content: and after 
the quarterly- meeting of worſhip ended, I 
felt drawings to go to the women's meet- 

ing of buſineſs; which was very full: and 
here the humility of Jeſus Chriſt, as a pat- 
tern for us to walk by, was livingiy opened 

before me; and in treating on it, my heart 
was enlarged; and it was a baptizing time. 
From hence I went on; and was at meet- 
1ngs at Concord, Middletown, Providence, 
and Haddonfield, and ſo home; where I 
found my family well. A ſenſe of the Lord's 
merciful preſervation in this my Jourtieſ! ex- 
cites reverent thankfulneſs to him. 


On the ſecond day of the ninth month, 
1767, with the unity of friends, I ſet off 
on a viſit to friends in the upper part of 
Berks and Philadelphia counties; was at 


eleven „ in about two weeks ; and 


have 
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have renewed cauſe to bow in reverence be- 
tore the Lord, who, by the powerful extend 
ings of his, bumbling goodneſs, opened my 


way amongſt friends, and made the meet- 


ings (I truſt) profitable to us. And the win- 
ter following, I joined friends on a viſit to 
friends families, in ſome part of our meet- 
ing; in Which exerciſe, the pure influence 
of divine love, made our viſits reviving. 


On the fifth day of the fifth month, 1768, 


I left home, under the humbling hand of 


the Lord, having obtained a certificate, in 
order to vifit ſome meetings in Maryland; 


and to proceed without a horſe looked clear- 


eſt to me. I was at the quarterly- meetings at 
Philadelphia and Concord; and then went 
on to Cheſter river; and croſling the Bay 
with friends, was at the yearly-mecting at 
Welt-River : thence back to Cheſter-River ; 


and taking a few meetings in my way, pro- 


ceeded home. It was a journey of much in- 
ward. waiting; and as my eye was to the 
Lord, way was, ſeveral times, opened to my 
humbling admiration, when things had * 
peared very difficult. 

In my return, I felt a relief of mind, very 


comfortable to me; having, thro' divine 


help, laboured in much plainneſs, both with 
friends ſelected, and in the more publick 
meetings: ſo chat (Jtruſt) the pure witneſs, 
in many minds, was reached. 

The eleventh day of the ſixth month, 
999 Sundry caſes have happened of late 
Fears, 
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years, within the limits of our monthly- 
meeting, reſpecting that of exerciſing pure 

righteouſneſs toward the negroes; in which 
I have lived under a labour of heart, that 
equity might be ſteadily kept to. On this 
account, I have had ſome clofe' exerciſes 
amongſt friends; in which, I may thank- 
fully ſay, I find peace ; and as my medita- 
tions have been on aniverRal love, my on 
conduct in time paſt, apes nav of Nn very 
grievous to me. 


As perſons ſetting tiogvocs free * our pro- 
vince, are bound by law to maintain them, 


in caſe they have need of relief; ſome who 
ſerupled keeping ſlaves for term of life, in the 


time of my youth, were wont to detain 


their young: negroes in their ſerviee till xhir- 
ty years of age, without wages, on that ac- 
count: and with this cuſtom I ſo far agreed, 
that I, being joined to another friend, in 
executing the will of a deceaſed friend, once 
ſold a negro lad till he might attain che age 
of thirty years, and e p the _— to 


thecule of the eſtat-e Tn 


With abaſement of heart, I may now ſay, 
that ſomeriumes, as I have ſep 1 in a meeting, 


with my heart exercifed toward that awful 
Being, who reſpecteth not perſons nor co- 


lours, and have looked upon this lad, I have 
felt that all was not clear in my mind re- 
ſpecting him: and as I have attended to this 
exerciſe, and fervently ſought the Lord, it 
hath appeared to me, that I ſhowld make 


ſome 
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ſome reſtitution, but in what way I ſaw not 
till lately; when being under ſome concern, 
that I may be reſigned to go on a viſit to 
ſome part of the Weſt-Indies; and was un- 


der cloſe engagement of ſpirit, ſeeking to the 
Lord for counſel herein: that of my joining 
in the ſale aforeſaid, came heavily upon me; 


and my mind, for a time, was covered with 
darknets and ſorrow + and under this / fore 
affliction, my heart was ſoftened to receive 
inſtruction: and here I firſt ſaw, that as I 


had been one of the two (executors, who 


had ſold this lad nine years longer than is 
common for our own children to ſerve, ſo 1 
ſhould now offer a part of my ſubſtance to 
redeem the laſt half of that nine years; but 
as the time was not yet come, I executed a 
bond, binding me, and my executors, to 
pay to the man he was ſold to, what to can- 
did men might appear equitable, for the 
laſt four years and a half of his time, in 
caſe the ſaid youth ſhould be living, and in a 


condition likely to provide comfortably for 


himſelf. 

The ninth day of the tenth month, 1769. 
My heart hath often been deeply afflicted 
under a feeling I have had, that the ſtand- 
ard of pure righteouſneſs, is not lifted up to 
the people by us, as a ſociety, in that clear- 
neſs which it might have been, had we been 
ſo faithful to the teachings of Chriſt, as we 
ought to have been: and as my mind hath 


been inward to the Lord, the purity of 
| Chriſt 8 


: 
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Chriſt's government hath been opened in my 


underſtanding ; and under this exerciſe, that 
of friends being active in civil ſociety, in 
putting laws in force which are not agree- 


able to the purity of righteouſneſs, hath, 


for ſeveral years, been an increaſing bur- 
then upon me; having felt, in the open- 
ings of univerſal love, that where a people 


convinced of the truth of the inward teach- 
ings of Chriſt, are active in putting laws in 


execution, which are not conſiſtent with 


pure wiſdom, it hath a neceſſary tendency to 


bring dimneſs over their minds: and as my 
heart hath been thus exerciſed, and a tender 


ſympathy in me toward my fellow members, 
I have, within a few months paſt, in ſeveral 


meetings for diſcipline, expreſſed Pag con 


rn on (tas ſubject. 


7 

1 4 * : - x 

: * $ # # 2 p F 
LS 8 #3 3 4 - B 
7 


2 


Ky 


| 
| 


| 


#92 TRR LIFE AND TRAVELS 


CHAP X. 


gfe ome. badzly indiſpofi tian, his. koh by 
- abſtinence, much weakened and his, mined, 

al that tune, exere? iſed for the good of the 
people in the Weiſi-Indigs — His afterwards 
7 COMMURICANING to friends his being reſigned 
10 wifit ſome of theſe iſlands — The flate of 
. tus mind, aud the cloſe conſiderations he was 
| ted mito, while under this exerciſe — His 
. prepaxations to enibark, and his confederations 
_ -6u\ the-trade to theſe Landi; and his being, 


auen the vaſſel was ready. to ſail, releaſed 


- from. the concern he bad been under — His 
religious engagements after” his return. home 
— Hs fickneſs, in which he was brought to 
a very low ſtate ; and the proſpects he then 
had. 


__ twelfth day of the third month, 
having, for ſome years paſt, dieted 
myſelf on account of a lump gathering on 
my noſe; under this diet, I grew weak in 
body, and not of ability to travel by land 
as heretofore: I was, at times, favoured to 
look with awfulneſs toward the Lord, before 
whom are all my ways, who alone hath the 
power of lite and death; and to feel thankful- 
nets raiſed in me, for this his fatherly chaſtiſe- 


ment, believing, if I was is truly humbled un- 
der 


wb. as — a ys 
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der it, all would work for good. While 1 
Was under this bodily weakneſs, my mind 
being, at times, exerciſed for my fellow- 
_ creatures in the Weſt-Indies, I grew jealous 
over myſelf, leſt the diſagreeableneſs of the 
proſpect ſhould hinder me from obediently 
attending thereto: for tho' I knew not that 
the Lord required me to go there; yet I be- 
lieved, that reſignation was now called for 
in that reſpect : and feeling a danger of not 
being wholly devoted to him, I was fre- 
quently engaged to watch unto prayer, that 
I might be preſerved ; and upwards of a year 
having paſſed, I walked one day in a ſoli- 
ty wood, my mind being covered with awful- 
neſs, cries were raiſed in me to my merciful 
Father, that he would graciouſly keep me in 
faithfulneſs ; and it then ſettled on my mind 
as a duty, to open my condition to friends 
at our monthly-meeting ; which I did ſoon 
after, as follows: 
« An exerciſe hath attended me for ſome 
time paſt, and of late been more weighty 
upon me; under which, I believe it is re- 


quired of me to be reſigned to go on a viſit 


to ſome part of the Weſt-Indies:“ and in the 


quarterly and general ſpring meeting, 1 


found no clearneſs to expreſs any thing fur- 
ther, than that I believed reſignation herein 
was required of me; and having obtained 
certificates from all ſaid meetings, I felt like 
2 ſojourner at my outward habitation, kept 


free from worldly encumbrances, and was 
O often 


. 


— 
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often bowed in ſpirit before the Lord, with 
inward breathings to him, that I might be 
rightly: directed. And I may here note, that 
what I have before related of my being, 
when young, joined as an executor with an- 
other friend, in executing the will of the 
deceaſed, our having fold a negro lad till he 
might attain the age of thirty years, was 
now the occaſion of great ſorrow to me: and 
after having ſettled matters relating to this 
youth, I provided a fea-ftore and bed, and 
things for the voyage; and hearin of a 
veſſel likely to fail from Philadelphia for Bar- 
badoes, I ſpake with one of the owners at 
Burlington, and ſoon after went to Phila- 
delphia on purpoſe to ſpeak with him again: 
at which time he told me, there was a frienl 
in town who was part owner of the faid 
veſſel; but I felt no inclination to ſpeak. with 
him, bur returned home: anda while after, 
1 took leave of my family; and going to Phi- 
ladelphia, had ſome weighty converſation 
with the firſt- mentioned owner, and ſhewed 
him a writing, as follows 

On the rwenty-tifth day of the eleventh 
month, 1769, as an exerciſe, with reſpect 
to a viſit to Barbadoes, hath been weighty 
on my mind, I may expreſs ſome of the 
tryals which have attended me; under theſe | 

als IJ have, at times, rejoiced, in that I 
have' felt my own ſelE-will ſubjected.” ?“ 

J once, ſome years ago, retailed rum, 


ſugar, and molaſſes, the fr uits of the labour 
of * 
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of ſlaves. 3 but then, had not much concern, 
about them, ſave only that the rum might 
be uſed in maderatiqn ; nor was this concern 
{o weightily attended to, as 1 now belięve it, 


WW 4. a+ t.4 


ought to have been: hut of late years, being 
further informed, reſpecting the opprethions- 
too generally exerciſed in theſe iſlands, and 
thinking often on the degrees that are in 
connections of intereſt and fellowſhip with 
the works of darkneſs, Ephe. v. 11: And 
feeling an increaſing concern to be wholly. 
given up to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, 
it hath appeared, 85 the ſmall gain 1 got 
by this branch of trade, ſhould be applied 
in promoting rightequſneſs on the 2 ; and 
were the firſt motion toward a viſit to Bar- 
badoes: I believed the outward ſubſtance I 
Sung; ſhould be applied in paying my paſ- 
{age, if I go, and providing things in a low- 
ly way for my ſubſiſtance; but when the 
time dre near, in which, I believed, it re- 
quired of me to be in readineſs, a difficulty 
aroſe, which hath been a continued tryal for 
ſome months pait ; under which, I have, 
with abaſement of mind, from day to day, 
{ought the Lord for inſtruction; and often 
had a feeling of the condition of one for- 
merly, who bewailed himſelf, for that the 
Lord hid his face from him. — During theſe 
exerciſes, my heart hath been often contrite; 
and I have had a tender feeling of the temp- 
tations of my fellow - creatures, labouring un- 


der thoſe expenſive cuſtoms diftinguithable 
9 from 
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from the ſimplicity that there is in Chriſt * 
Cor. ii. 3. and ſometimes in the renewings of 
goſpel love, have been helped to minitter to 
ener. 7 

5 That Gunda hath ſo cloſely eiagels 55 
mind, in ſeeking to the Lord for inſtruction 
is, whether, after ſo full information of the 
oppreſſion the ſlaves in the Weſt-Indies lie 
under, who, raiſe the Weſt-India produce (as 
J had in reading a caution and warning to 
Great-Britain and her colonies, wrote by 
Anthony Benezet) it is right for me to take 


a paſſage in a veſſel, employed in the Weſt- 


India trade?” 
Lo trade freely with oppreſſors, and h- 


out labouring to diſſuade from ſuch unkind 


treatment, ſeek for gain by ſuch traffick, 
tends, 1 believe, to make them more eaſy, 
reſpecting their conduct, than they would 
be, if the cauſe of univerſal righreouſneſs 
was humbly and firmly attended to, by thoſe 
in general with whom they have commerce; 
and that complaint of the Lord by his pro- 
Phet, “ They have ſtrengthened the hands 
&* of the wicked,“ hath very often revived 

in my mind; and 1 may here add fome cir- 
cumſtances preceding any proſpect of a vi- 
ſit there: the caſe of David hath often been 
before me of late years: he longed for ſome 
water in a well beyond an army of Philiſ- 
tines, at war with Ifrael; and ſome of his 
men, to pleaſe him, ventured their lives in 
pafling thro' this army, and brought that 
water,” N 5 "ok 


* 
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& It doch not appear chat the Ifraclites were 
then ſcarce; of water, but rather, that Da- 
vid gave way to delicacy of taſte; but hav- 


ing thought on the; danger theſe men werd 


expoſed to, he conſidered this wat6& as their 
blood, and his heart ſmote him that he cou 
not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord. 


And the oppreſſion of the ſlaves, Which 1 


have ſeen in ſeveral journies ſourhward, on 
this continent, and the report of their treat- 
ment in the Weſt- Indies hath deeply a ect- 
ed me; and a care to live in the Ae of 


peace; and miniſter juſt cauſe of 0 ffence to 
none of my fellow- creatures, hath, from 


time to time, livingly revived on my mind; 


and under this exerciſe, I, for {rhe years 
paſt, declined to gratify my palate with thoſe 


ſugars.” . 
ade nat n my brethren in theſe 


\ thingay but believe the Father of mercies, 
to whom all mankind by creation are equal- 
ly related, hath, heard the groans of theſe 


opprelled people ; and is preparing ſoon to 
have a tender fecling of their condition: and 


the trading in, or frequent uſe of, any pro- 
due known to be. raiſed by the labours of 


thoſe who are under ſuch lamentable oppreſ- 


ſion, hath appeared to be a ſubject which 
may yet more require the ſeriqus conſidera- 
tion of the humble followers of Chriſt, the 
1 of peace. 


After long 0 e exerciſe, Tam 
now s to mention how chings have open- 
| | 1 „ 8 ed 
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ed in my mind, with deſires that if it may 


pleaſe the Lord, to further open. his will to 


any of his children in this matter, they may 
faithfully follow him in ſuch further mani- 
feſtation.” 
The number of thoſe who. ideetink the 
uſe of the Weſt-India produce, on account of 
the hard uſage of the flaves who raiſe it, ap- 
pears ſmall, even amongſt people. truly pi- 


ous; and the labours in chriſtian love, on 


that ſubzect, of thoſe who do, not ch ex- 
tenſive. 
«© Were the trade from chis continent to 


the Weſt-Indies to be quite ſtopped at once, 1 


believe many there would ſuffer for want of 
bread.” 

55 Did we on this continent, and che in 
habitants of the Weſt-Indies, generally dwell 
in pure righteouſneſs, I believe a ſmall trade 
between us might be right: that under theſe 
conſiderations, when the thoughts of wholly 
dechning the uſe of trading vellels, and of 
trying to hire a vellel to go under ballaſt 
have aroſe in my mind, I have believed that 
the labours in goſpel love, yet beſtowed in 
the cauſe of univerſal righteouſneſs, are not 
arrived to that height.“ 

If the trade to the Weſt- Indies were no 
more than was conſiſtent with pure wiſdom, 
believe the pallage- money would, for good 
reaſons, be higher than it is now; and here, 
under deep exerciſe of mind, 1 have believed, 
that I ſhould: not take the advantage of this 


great trade, and ſmall vaſſage- money; but 


a8 
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as à teſtimony in favour of leſs trading, 
thould pay more than is common for others 
ro pay, if 1 go at this time,” 5 4 

The firſt- mentioned owner having read 
the paper, expreſſed a willingneſs to go with 
me to the other owner; and we going, the 
ſaid other owner read over the paper, and 
we had ſome ſolid converſation | under 
which, I felt my ſoul bowed in Feverence 
before the Moft-High : and, at length, one 
of them aſked me, if 1 would go and ſee the 
veſſel? but I had not clearnels in my mind 
to go; but went to my lodgings, and re- 
tired in private. | 

I was now under great exerciſe of mind; 
and my tears were poured out before the 
Lord, with inward cries, that he would ar 
ciouſly help me under theſe trials. 

In this caſe, I believe my mind was re- 
ſigned, bur did not feel clearneſs to pro- 
 ceed; and my own weakneſs, and the neceſ- 
fity of divine e was impreſſed up- 
on me. 

I was, for a time, as one who knew not 
what to do, and was toſſed as in a tempeſt; 
under which affliction, the doctrine of Chriſt 
Jake no thought for the morrow,” arole 
livingly before me. I remembered it was 
ſome. days befbre they expected the veſſel to 
fail, and was favoured to get into a good 
degree of ſtillneſs; and having been near 
two days in town, I believe my obedience to 
my heavenly Father conſiſted in returning 

home- 
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homeward ; and then I went over amongſt® 


friends on the Jerſey ſhore, and tarried Ul 


the: morning on which they had appointed 


to All: and as I lay in bed the latter part 
of that night, my mind was comforted; and 
J felt what I eſteemed a freſh comfiemarion, 


that it was the Lord's will, that I ſhould. 


paſs thr rough ſome further, exerciſes near 


2. 


ol went home, and ſtill felt 3 * 
journer with my family: and in the freſh 


ſpring 0 of pure love, had ſome labours in a 


Private way amongſt friends, on a, ſubject 
relating to truth's teſtimony; ; under which, 
I had frequently been exerciſed in heart for 
ſome years. I remember, as I walked on the 
road under this exerciſe, that pailage in Eze- 
kiel came'freth before me: Whitherſoey & 


their faces were turned, thither they went. 


and I was gracioully helped to diſcharge m 


duty, in the fear and dread of | the Al- 


mighty, | 
Ape. a few weeks, it pleaſed che ed to 
viſit me with a pleuriſy; and after I had 


lain a few day s, and felt the diſorder very 


grievous, 1 was thoughtful how it might 

en 
T had of late, through various exerciſes, 
been much weaned from the pleaſant things 
of this life; and I now thought, if it was 
the Lord's will to put an end to my labours, 
and graciouſly receive me into the arms of 
his STEP a death would be acceptable to 155 
N ut 
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1 25 en s 1 Aire 
but if it was his will to farther refine ma, 
under affliction, and make me, in any dey, 
E 53 oY eien 201 
gree, uſeful in his church, I defired not to 

die. I may, with thankfulneſs, Jay, that 

. "I I 2 1. „ „It 8110 

in this caſe I felt refſignedneſs wrought in, 
me, and had no inclination to ſend for a 
doctor; believing, if it was the, Lord's will, 
thro' outward means, to raiſe me up, ſome 
ſympathizing friends would be ſent to mini- 
ſter to me; which were accordingly ; but 
though I was carefully attended, yet the diſ- 


order was, at times, ſo heavy, that I had 


no thoughts of recovery ; one night in par- 
ticular, my bodily diſtreſs was great; my feet 
grew cold, and cold increaſed up my legs 
toward my body; and, at that time, I had 
no inclination to aſk my nurſe to apply any- 
thing warm to my feet, expecting my end 
was near: and after J had lain near ten hours 
in this condition, I cloſed my eyes, thinking 

whether I might now be delivered out of the 


body ; but in theſe awful moments, my 


mind was livingly opened to behold the 
church; and ſtrong engagements, were be- 
gotten in me, for the everlaſting well-being 
of my fellow- creatures; and I felt, in the 
ſpring of pure love, that I might remain 
ſome time longer in the body, in filling up, 
according to my meaſure, that which re- 
mains of the afflictions of Chriſt,” and in la- 


bouring for the good of the church; after 


which, I requeſted my nurſe to apply warmth 
to my feet; and I revived; and the next 
| night, 
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might, Feeling a weighty <exercife of ſpirit, 
and having a ſolid friend fitting wp with me, 
J requeſted him to write what I fard ; which 
he did, as follows: 


Fourth day of che firft monch, 1770, 
About five in the morning.—lI have feen in 


the Light of che Lord, that the day is ap- 


Proaching, when the man that is the moſt 
wie in human policy, thall be the greateft 
fool ; and the arm that is mighty to fupport 
Tnfuſtice, ſhall be broken to pieces: the ene- 
ies 6f righteoutnefs fhall make a terrible 
Taxtle, and Shall mightily torment orre ano- 
"ther; for He chat is omnipotent is rifing up 
to judgment, and will plead the cauſe of the 
Wpppreid; and he commanded me to open 
-the vilion.” FS Od 
' Near a week after this, feeling my mind 
Trowngly opened, I fent for a neighbour, 
Who, at my requeſt, wrote as follows: 
; ' The place of prayer is a precious habi- 
wation ; For I now 'faw that the prayers of 
*the ſaints was precious incenſe: and a trum- 
pet was given me, that I might found forth 
this language; that the children might hear 
it, and be Invited together to this precious 
habitation, where che prayers of the ſaints, 
as precious incenſe, arifeth up before the 
-throne-of God and the Lamb—1 faw this 
-habitation to be ſafe; to be inwardly quiet, 
when there were great ſtirrings and commo- 
U6ps in the world. F 

q $ Prayer, 


ö 
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Prayer, at this day, in pure r | 


is a precious place: the trumpet is forinided, 


the call goes forth to the church, that ſhe 
gather to the place of pure inward ber ace, 
and her habitation 1 18. _ 3; | 


0 H AP. XI. 


His preparing to wi fit ene in Eng land- 10 
embarking at Cheſter, in company with Sa- 
muel * in a hip bound to London — Hir 
deep exerciſe, in obſerving the difficulties ant! 

hardſhips the common Foy Bi are expoſed to 
Confederations on the dangers to which youth 

dre expoſed, in being trained to a Jea-farmg 
life ; and its mcenſiflency with a pious .educa- 
tion — His thoughts in a ſtorm at ſea : with 
many inſlruftive contemplations on the voyage 
And his arrival at London. 


AVING been ſome time under a reli. 
gious concern to prepare for creſfing 

the ſeas, in order to viſit friends in the north 
ern parts of England, and more particularly 
in Yorkſhire : after weighty confideration, I 
thought! it expedient to inform friends, at our 
monthly- 
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monthly-meetin at N of it; who, 
Raving unity with me therein, gave me a 
certificate; and I afterwards communicated 
the ſame to our quarterly- meeting, and they 
likewiſe certified their concurrence therewith. 
Some time after which, at the genèral ſpring- 
meeting of miniſters and elders, I thought 
it my duty to acquaint them of the religious 
exerciſe which attended my mind; with 
which, they likewiſe ſignified their unity by 


A certificate; dated the ewenty-fourth day of 


the ati month, 1774s direQed to friends 
in Great- Britain. 

In the fourth month fullowing, 1 ahr 
the time was come for me to make ſome en- 
quiry for a ſuitable conveyance; being ap- 

rehenſive, that as my concern was princi- 

pally toward the northern parts of England, 
it would be moſt proper to go in a vellel 
bound to Liverpool or Whitehaven: and 
while I was at Philadelphia, deliberating on 
this occaſion, I was informed, that my belov- 
ed friend Samuel Emlen, jun. intending to 

o to London ; and having taken a patlage 
Fr himlelf in the cabbin cr the ſhip, called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks 
was maſter, and John Head, of the city of 
Philadelphia, one of the owners; and I feel- 
ing a draft in my mind toward the ſteerage 
of the ſame ſhip, went firſt and opened to 
Samuel the feeling I had concerning it 5 
Muy beloved friend wept when I ſpake to 
him, wh appeared glad t LHAR [ had d 


of 
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of - ning in the veſſel with him, though. 11 
proſpect was toward the ſteerage 3 „ and. he 
offering to go with me, we went on board, 
firſt into the cabbin, a coinmodious roomy 
and then into the ſteerage; where we ſat 


down on a cheſt; the ſailors being buſy 


about us: then the owner of the ſhip came, 
and ſat down with us. 
Here my mind was turned toward Chriſt, 


the heavenly counſellor; and I feeling, at 


this time, my own wall ſubjected, my heart 
was contrite before him. 

A motion was made by the owner, to go 
and ſer in che cabbin, as a place more re- 


tired ; bur I felt caſy to leave the ſhip, and 
made no agreement as to a ran e in her; 
but told the owner, if I took a pallage in the 
ſhip, I believed it would be in the itecrage ; 
but did not ſay much as to my exerciſe 3 in 


that caſe. 
After I went to my lodgings, and Fl caſo 


was a little known in town, a friend laid be- 


fore me the great inconvenience attending a 


paſſage in the ſteerage; which, for a Kit 


- — 


appeared very diſcouraging to me. 
J ſoon after went to bed, and my W 


was under a deep exerciſe before the Lord; 


wWhoſe helping hand was manifeſted to me 


-_ 


as I ſlept that might, and his love ſtrengthen- 
ed my heart: and in the morning, I went 
with two friends on board the vellel again; 


and after a ſhort time ſpent therein, I went 


with Samuel Emlen to the houſe of the 


owner; 
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owner; to whom, in the hearing of Samuel | 
only, 1 opened my exerciſe, in ſubſtance as 
follows, in relation to a ſcruple I felt with 6 


* to a paſſage in the cabbin : 


told the owner, that on the outſide of | 


that part of the ſhip where the cabbin was, 
J obſerved ſundry forts of carved work and 
imagery; and that in the cabbin I obſerved 


ſome ſuperfluity of workmanthip of ſeveral 


ſorts; and that according to the ways af 
men's reckoning, the ſum of money to be 
paid for a paſſage in that apartment, hath 
ſome relation to rhe expence in furniſhing it 


to pleate the minds of fuch who give way to 


a conformity to this world; and that in this 

caſe; as in other cafes, the monies received 
from the paſſengers, are calculated to anſwer 
every expence relating to their paſſage, and 


amongſt the reſt of theſe ſupertininies : and 


that in this caſe, I felt a ſcruple with regard 
to e my money to defray ſuch ex- 
pences. 

As my mind was now opened, I told the 
awner, that I had, at ſeveral times in my 
travels, ſcen 'great oppreſſions on this conti- 
nent; at which my heart had been much 
affected, and brought into a feeling of the 
Rate of the ſufferers. And having many 
times heen engaged, in the fear and love of 


God, to labour with thoſe under whom the 


oppreſſed have been borne down and afflict- 
ed; I have often perceived, that a view to 
get riches, and ꝓrovide eſtates for children, 


to 


— 
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to live conformable to cuſtoms, which ſtand. , 
in that ſpirit wherein men have regard to 


the honours of this world hat in che pur?“ 


ſuit of thete things, I had ſeen many entan- 
gled in the ſpirit of oppreſſion 3 and the ex- 
erciſe of my ſoul had been ſuch, that I tt 
not find peace, in joining in any thing which 5 
L faw was againſt that wiſdom Which is 
ure. 
a After this. I agreed for a n in * . 
ſteerage ; and hearing in town that Joſeph. 
White had a deſire ts ſee me, I felt che re- 
viving of a deſire to ſee him, and went then 
to his houſe, and next day home; where I 
tarried two nights: and then early in che 
morning, I parted with my family, under 
a ſenſe of the humbling hand of God upon 
me; and going to Philadelphia, had. oppar- / 
tunity with ſeveral of my beloved friends 3 
who appeared to be concerned for me, on 
account of the unpleaſant ſituation of that 
part of the veſſel, where 1 was likely to 
lodge. : 
In theſe opportunities, my mind, through a 
the mercies of the Lord, was kept low, in 
an inward waiting for his help ; and friends 
having expreſſed their defire, that I mighę 
have a place more convenient than the Reern - | 
age, did not urge, but appeared Apo o 
leave me to the Lord. | 


Having ſtayed two nights in Philadelphia, 


I went the next day to Derby monthly-maegt», 


ing; where, through the ſtrength of divine 


love, 
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love, my heart was enlarged toward the 
your then preſent ; under which I was 

elped to labour in ſome tenderneſs of ſpi- 
Tit. Then lodging at William Horne's, I, 
with one friend, went to Cheſter; where 


meeting with Samuel Emlen, we went on | 


board the firſt day of the fifth month, 1772: 
and as I ſat down alone, on a ſeat on the 
deck, I felt a ſatisfactory evidence, that my 
proccedings were not in my own will, but 
under che power of the croſs of Chriſt. 
Seventh day of the fifth month: have had 
nr weather, moſtly ſince I came on 
board; and the paſſengers, James Reynolds, 
John Till - Adams, Sarah Logan and her 
hired maid, and John Biſpham, all ſea-ſick, 


more or leſs, at times; from which ſickneſs, 


thro the tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, I have been preſerved: my afliftions 
now being of another kind. 

There appeared an openneſs in the Aude 
Ahe maſter of the ſhip and in the cabbin 
paſſengers toward me; we were often toge- 
ther on the deck, and ſometimes in the eab- 


bin. 


My mind, thro' the merciful hots of the 


Lord; hath been preſerved in a good degree 
watchful; and inward; and have, this day, 


great Ta to be thankful, in that I remain 


to feel quietneſs of mind. 


As my lodgings in the ſteerage, now near 


a week, hath afforded me ſundry opportu- 
nities of {ceing, hearing, and feehng, with 


reſpect 


— 
» 


ioen; to the life and ſpirit off mam pobr 


faiſors: an award, gxercite; of ſoub chat [At 
temiletl ma, in regard tor placing on¹αnbdren 

and youth where they may be likely to be 
cxampled and inſtructed in the ꝓure fear of 


the Lord; and Ibeing much amongſt the 


ſeamen, dae from a motion of love, fundry 
times caken opportunities, with one bf them 


at a time alone; and in x free converſation, 


laboured to turn their minds toward the fear 
ot the Lord: and this day we had a meet- 
ing in the cabbin, where my heart was con- 
trite under a feeling of divine love. | 


Now, concerning lads being trained up as 
amen I believe a communication from one 


part of the world: to ſome other parts of it, 
by ſea, is, at times, conſiſtent with the will 
of our heavenly Father; and to educate ſome 
youth in the practice of failing, I believe 
may be right: but how lamentable is the 
preſent corruption of the world! how im- 
pure are the channels thro' which trade hath 
a. conveyance! how great is that danger, to 
which poor lads are now expoſed, when 
placed on ere to learn the art of ſail- 
ing? n "Fact 
Five lads, training up ai this ſeas, , were 


now on board this ſhip; two of them brou ghe 
up amongſt our ſociety; one of which hath 
a right amongſt friends, by name James 
Nailor, to whoſe father James Nailor, men- 


tioned; in Sewel's r appears to have 


been uncle. Dor Sts ist % ane 
a P I often 
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I] often feel a tenderneſs of heart toward 
theſe poor lads ; and, at times, look at them 
as though they were my children according 
to the fleſh. 

0 chat all may take esd and beware of 
covetbuſneſs! O that all may learn of Chriſt, 

| who was meek and low of heart! Then in 
faithfully following him, he will teach us to 
be content with food and raiment, without re- 
1] Peet to the cuſtoms or honours of this world. 

Men thus redeemed, will feel a tender con- 
cern for their fellow-creatures, and a deſire 
that thoſe in the loweſt ſtations may be aſſiſt- 
ed and encouraged ; and where owners of 
ſhips attain to the perfect law of liberty, and 
are doers of the word, theſe will be bleſſed 
in their deeds. 

A ſhip at ſea commonly fails all night, 
and the anden take their watches four Hours 
at ie,. 

Riſing to work in the hight, 18 not com- 

monly pleaſanc in any caſe ; but in dark 
rainy nights it is very diſagreeable, even 
though each man were furniſhed with all 
conveniences : but if men muſt go out at 
midnight to help manage the ſhip in the 
rain, and having {mall room to fleep and lay 
their garments in, are · often beſet, to furniſh 
themſelves for the watch; their garments or 
ſome thing relating to their buſineſk being 
wanting, and not eaſily found; when from 
the urgency occaſioned by h high winds, they 75 


\ archaſtencd and called up fuddenly: here is a 1 
: or yal 187417 
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tryal of, patience on the poor ſailors, and the 
pogr lads their co 85 6250 5 3 
Mil after they he, cen, on deck 1 an 


Hours in the nig . and Come : down. into t 


ige baking Wet, and are 19, cloſe ed 


ag PSoPper, CONVENIENCE for change of gar 


mentis not en uy come at, but for Want of 
yroper rom. their wet garments thrown. i in 


heaps, and ſometimes, through, much crowd- 
ing, are trodden under foot, in going to 
their lodgings and getting out of them, and 
great 3 at at times, e each one to find 
7185 OWN : here are tryals on the p or Tailors. 
Now as I have een with th em in my 


& 7 


lodge, my heart hath often yearned for 
them; and tender, defires been raiſed in me, 


that all owners and maſters of veſſels may 
dwell in the love of God, and therein act 
uprightly; and by ſeeking Teſs for gain, and 
looking carefully to their ways, may earn- 
eſtly labour to remove all cauſe of provoca- 
tion from the poor ſeamen, either to fret or 
uſe excels of ſtrong drink; for, indeed, the 
poor creatures, at times, in the wet and 
cold, ſeem to apply to ſtrong drink to ſup- 


ä ply the want of other convenience. 


Great reformation in the world 1 is want=- 


a and the neceſſity of it, amongſt theſe 
9. 


do buſineſs on great waters, hath, at 
th time, been abundantly. opened before 


WA: = eighth day of the fifth month This 
eee Fug clouds gathered, the wind blew 
F'2 ſtrong 


rr ]⁰ 6Üi! —— ” 
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ftrong from ſouth=eaſtward, and before noon 


jo ron to) that degree that failing appeared 
erous: the ſeamen then bound up ſome 

725 their ſails, and took down ſome; and the 

ſtorm increaſing, they put the dead lights, 

Jo called, into the cabbin-windows, and 

lighted a lamp as at night. 

The wind now blew vehemently, Ind the 


ſea wrought to that degree, thar an awtul ſe- 
riouſneſs prevailed in the cabbin, in Which 
I ſpent, I believe, about ſeventeen hours; 


for [ believed the poor wet toiling ſeamen, 


had need of all the room in the crouded | 


ſteerage, and the cabbin paſſengers had given 
me frequent invitations, 
«© They ceaſed now from ſailing ; and put 
the veſiel 3 m the poſture, called lying-to. 
My mind jn this tempeſt, thro' the gra- 
cious aſſiſtance of the Lord, was preſerved 
in a good degree of reſignation ; and I felt, 
at times, a few words in his love to my 
ſhip-mates, in regard to the all- ſuſſiciency 
of Him who formed the great deep, and 
'whoſe care is ſo extenſive, that a ſparrow 
falls not without his notice: and thus in a 
tender frame of mind, ſpake to them of the 
neceſlity of our yielding, in true obedience, 
to the inſtructions of our heavenly Father, 
who ſometimes, through adverſities, intend- 
eth our refinement, 
About eleven at night, I went out on the 
deck, when the ſea wrought exceedingly, and 
the high foaming waves, all round about, 
had 
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had in ſome ſort the appearance of ies. tout 
did not give much, if any, light. 

The tailor, then at the helm, aid, 08 
lately faw a corpoſant at the head of che 
ma . | 

About this time 1 obſebect — — FTE of 
the ſhip ordered che carpenter to keep on the 
deck; and tho! herfaid little, I apprehended 
his care was, that the carpenter with his axe 
might be 1 in readineſs, in caſe of any extre- 
mn 5 N 
Son after this, the vehemency/ of "the 
wind abated; and before morning, they 
again put the ſhip under fail. _ 

The tenth day of the month, and; firſt 
of the week, it being fine weather, we had 
a meeting in the cabbin, at which moſt of 
the ſeamen were preſent : this meeting to me 
was a ſtrengthening time. 

The thirteenth day of the month, * I 
continue to lodge in Ache ſteerage, I feel an 
openneſs this morning, to expreſs ſomething 
further of the ſtate of my mind, in reſpect to 
poor lads bound apprentice to learn the art of 
failing. As I believe ſailing is of ſome uſe in 
the world, a labour of ſoul attends me, that 
the pure counſel of truth may be humbly 
waited for in this caſe, by all concerned in 
the buſineſs of the ſeas. 

A pious. father, whoſe mind is e 
tor the everlaſting welfare of his child, may 
not, with a peaceable mind, place him out 
to an employment amongſt a people, whoſe 

common 
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common courſe of life is manifeſtly corrupt 
and prophane; ſo great is the preſent, det 
amon ſea-faring men, in regard to piet 
and virtue: and thr ough an I 1125 
fick, and many ſhips of, war, ſo many peo- 
ple are employed on the ſea, that this Jul bject 
of placing lads to che employment, ken 
very weight y). b . 
Prophanc 8 are very corrupting, 
and very forcible. And as my mind, day 
after day, and night after night, hath hech 
affected with a ſympathizing rendernets to- 
ward poor children, put to the employment 
of, fazlors, I have ſomerimes had Weigl ty 
converſation with the failors in the ſteerage, 
who were moſtly reſpectful to me, and more 
and more ſo the longer I wes with them: 
tbey moſtly appeared to take kindly what I 
Jaid to them; but their minds have appeared 
to be ſo deeply impreſſed with that almoſt 
univerſal depravity amongſt ſailors, that the 
or creatures in their anf wers to me on 
this ſubject, have revived. in my remem- 
brance, that of the degenerate Jews à little 
before he captivity, as repeated by Jeremiah 
the prophet, There is no hope.“ 
Now under this exereiſe, a ſenſe of 5 
| deſire of outward gain prevailing ame 
us, hath felt grievous; and a ſtrong alf | 
the profeſſed 6 of Chriſt, hath 8 
raiſed in me; that all may take heed, leſt, 
through loving this preſent world, they be 
found in a continued 6 aof duty, Wich | 
re ſpect 
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reſpect to a Lairhful labour for a reforh a= 
tion. 03 VILLE ei E Jord off 

Silence, as to every motion proceeding 
from the love of money, and an humble 
waiting upon God, to know his will con- 
cerning us, hath” now appeared neceſſary): 
he alone is able to ſtrengthen us to dig deep, 
to remove all Which lies between us and the 
ſafe foundation, and ſo direct us in our out- 
ward employments, that pure univerſal love 
may ſhine forth in our proceedings. 
© Defires ariſing from the ſpirit of truth, are 
pure deſires; ànd when a mind, divinely 
opened toward a young generation; is made 
ſenfible of corrupting examples, powerfully 
working, and extenſively ſpreading e 4h 
them, how moving is the proſpect! 

A great trade to the coaſt of Africa for 


ſlaves; of which I now heard I con- 


verſation among the ſailors! | 

A great trade in that which is raiſed and 
prepared thro' grievous oppreſhon ! 
A great trade in ſuperfluity of  workman- 
ſhip, formed to pleaſe the pe and 7 
of people's minds! 

Great and extenſive is that depravity, 
which prevails amongſt the poor ſailors! 

When I remember that ſaying of the Moſt 
High, through his prophet, “ This people 
have I formed for my ſelf; they ſhall ſhew 
forth my praiſe :” a0 think of placing 
children amongſt them, to learn the practice 
of falling, the : confiſtency of it with a pious 

"lucas 
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8 ſeems to me like that mentioned 
by the prophet, „ There is no anſwer from 


add... 


In a world of dangers and e like 


a deſolate thorny wilderneſs, how precious! 


how comfortable ! how ſafe! are the lead- 


ings of Chriſt, the good ſhepherd ; Who 


ſaid, © ET know my ſheep; and am known, of 
mine.) 

155 ſixteenth day of the month. Wind 
for ſeveral days paſt often high, what the 
ſailors call ſqually, rough ſea and frequent 
rains. This laſt night a very trying night 
to the poor ſeamen ; "the water, chief part of 
the night, running over the main deck, and 


ſometimes breaking waves came on the quar- 


ter deck. The latter part of the night, as I 
lay in bed, my mind was humbled under 
the power of divine love; ; and reſignedneſs 


to the great Creator of the carth and the 


ſeas, renewedly wrought in me, whoſe: fa- 
therly care over his children felt precious to 
my ſoul: and deſires were now renewed in 
me, to 285 race every opportunity of being 


inwardly acquainted with the hardſhips and 


difficulties of my {cllow-creatures, and to 
labour in his love for the {preading of pure 
univerſal righteouſneſs on the earth. The 
opportunitics being frequent of hearing con- 
verſation amongſt the tailors, in reſpect to 
the voyages to Africa, and the manner of 


bringing the deeply oppreſled {iaves into our 


iſlands,” The: thoughts of their condition, 
frequently in chains and fetters on board the 
vellels, 
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veſſels, with hearts loaded with rief, under 
the apprehenſions of miſerable kvery.; ; my 
manel was frequently opened to, ec 
theſe things. 

On the ſeventeenth day of the month, and 
firſt of the weck, we had a meeting in the 
cabbin; to which tlie ſeamen generally came. 
My ſpirit was contrite before the Lord; 
whole love, at this time, affected my heart. 

This afternoon I felt a tender ſympathy of 
ſoul, with my poor wife and family left be- 
hind ; in which ſtate, my heart was en- 
larged in deſires, that they may walk in that 
humble obedience wherein the everlaſtin 
Father may be their guide and ſupport, thro 
all the difliculties in this world; and a ſenſe 
of that gracious aſſiſtance, thro” which my 
mind hath been ſtrengthened to take up the 


croſs and leave them, to travel in the love 
of truth, hath begotten thankfulneſs in my 


heart to our great Helper. 

On the trwenty- fourth day of the month, 
and firſt of the week, a clear pleaſant morn- 
ing: and as I fat on deck, I felt a reviving 
in my nature; which, through much rainy 
weather, and high winds, being {hut up in 
a cloſe unhealthy air, was weakened. | 

Several nights of late I felt breathing dif- 


ficult ; that a little after the riſing of the. 
ſecond watch (which is about midnight) T, 
got up, and ſtood, I believe, near an hour, 
with my face near the hatchway, to get the 


freih air at the ſmall vacancy under the 


hatch 
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batch, door; which is commonly ſhut down, 


big to keep, out rain, and lometimes to 
eep:ithe breaking waves from; daſhing into 


the ſteerage. . 


I may, with E to the F er 


of mercies, acknowledge, that in my pre- 
ſent weak ſtate, my mind hath been ſupport- 
ed to bear the affliction with patience; and 
have looked at the preſent diſpenſation as 4 
kindneſs, from the great Father of mankind, 
who, in this my floating, pilgrimage, is in 
ſome degree bringing me to tcel that, which 
many thouſands of my fellow - creatures of- 
ten ſuffer in a greater degree. 
My appetite failing, the tryal hath been 
the heavier; and I have felt tender breath- 
ings in my ſoul after God, the fountain of 
comfort, whoſe inward help hath ſupplied, 
at times, the want of outward convenience: 
and ſtrong deſires have attended me, that his 
family, who are acquainted with the mov- 
ings of his Holy Spirit, may be ſo redeemed 
from the love of money, and from that ſpi- 
Tit in which men ſeek honour one of ano- 
ther; that in all buſineſs, by ſea or land, 
we may conſtantly keep in view the coming 


of his kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven; 


and by faithfully following this {ate guide, 
ſhew forth examples, tending to lead out of 
that under which the creation groans ! 

This day we had a meeting in the cabbin; 
in Which I was favoured in ſome degree to 


. the fulfilling of that ſaying of 
the 


11 


ww AM. A * a * 1 


kia wot ae ood 24.3 


—— — 


TY 0 


2 
* 


ſtability: and w 


or JOHN WOOENMANI 220 
tlie prophet, . The Lord hath been a ftremgeh 


411 to the poor, A ſtrength to the need in 


«their diſtreſs; for Which, my heart 48 


| bowed 1 in chankfalveſs before him 8 95 


The rwerity-eighth day of the month: 
wet weather of late, ſmall winds inelining 
to calms; our ſeamen have caſt lead, I ſu 
ber about one huiidred fathom, but find no 

ottom: foggy weather this morning. 571 

Through the kindneſs of the great Pre- 
fervir of men, my mind remains quiet; and | 
a degree of exerciſe, from day to day, at- 
tends me, that the pure peaceable govern- 
ment of Chriſt __ TROUT: and! Fat, A 
mongſt mankind. % V 

The leading on of a young generation, in 


that pure way, in which the wiſdom of this 


world hath no place: where parents and tu- 


tors, humbly waiting for the heavenly Coun- 


ſellor, may example them in the truth, as it 
15 in jeſus. This, for ſeveral days, 'tath 
been the exerciſe of my mind; O ho ſafe, 
How quiet! is that ſtate, where che ſoul ſtands 


in pure obedience to the voice of Chriſt, and 
a watchful care is maintained, not hos follow 


the voice of the ſtranger! rr Br 
Here Chriſt is felt to be our ſhepherd g and 
under his 3 people are brought to a 
ere he doth not lead for- 

ward, we are bound in the bonds of pure 
love, to ſtand ſtill and wait upon him. In 


che love of money, and in the wiſdom of 
| 12585 world, buſineſs is propoſed, then the 


urgency 
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urgeney of affuirs puſh forward; nor can the 


mind, in this ſtate, diſcern the good anti Pert 


40. il of God concerning us. 
e loye of God is manifeſted. in graci- 
calling us ta come out of that which 
ſtands in confuſion ; but if we bow not in 


the name of Jeſus; if we give not up thoſe 
proſpects of gain, which, in the witdom of 


this world, are open before us, but ſay in 
our hearts, J muſt needs go on; and in go- 
ing on, I hope to keep as near to the purity 
of truth, as the buſineſs before me will ad- 
mit of: here the mind remains entangled, 
and the ſhining of the liglit of life into the 
ſoul is obſtructed. 

This query opens in my mind in this love 
of Chriſt. Where thall a pious father place 
his ſon apprentice, to be inſtructed in the 
practice of croſſing the ſeas; and have faith 
to believe, that Chriſt, our holy Shepherd, 
leads him to place his ſon there ? 


Surely the Lord calls to mourning - and 
deep humiliation, that in his fear we may 


be inſtructed, and led ſafely on through the 
great difficulties and perplexities in this pre- 


ſent age. 
In an entire ſubjection of our wills, the 


Lord pracioutly opens a way for his people, 
where all their wants are bounded by his 


wiſctom; and here we experience the ſub- 


{tance of what Moles the prophet figured out 


in the Water of ſeparation, as a purification 
ROE fn, 
Eſau 


— W . 


l 
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Eſau is mentioned as a child red all over, 
like a hairy garment: in Eſau is repreſented 
the natural will of man. In preparing cha 
water of ſeparation, a red heifer without 
blemiſh, on which there had been no yoke, 
was to be ſlain, and her blood ſprinkled by 
the prieſt ſeven times toward the tabernacle 
of the congregation: then her ſkin, her 
fleſh, and all pertaining. to her, was to be 
burnt without the camp; and of her aſhes 
the water was prepared. Thus the crucify- 
ing the old man, or natural will, is repre- 
ſented; and hence comes a ſeparation rome 
that carnal mind, which is death. 

© Fe who toucheth the dead body of a 
„ man, and purifieth not himſelf with the 
<© water of. ſeparation, he defileth the taber- 
e nacle of the Lord; he is unclean.” Numb. 
KIT. 13 

If any, through the love of gain, go forth 
into bulineſs, wherein they dwell as a- 
mongſt the tombs, and touch the bodies of 
thoſe who are dead: if theſe, through the 
infinite love of God, feel the power of the 
croſs of Chriſt to crucify them to the world, 
and therein learn humbly to follow the di- 
vine leader: —here is the judgment of this 
world — here the prince of this world is caſt 
Out. 

The water of ſeparation i 1s felt; and tho 
we have been amongſt the ſlain, and thro' 
the deſire of gain have touched the dead bo- 
dy of a man; yet, in the purifying love of 

Chriſt, 


Chriſt j we are waſhed; in the water of, ſepa- 
ration, are brought off from that buſimeſs, 
from that gain, and from that fellowſhip, 

which was not agreeable to his holy, will: 
and I have felt A renewed confirmation in 
che time of this voyage, that the Lord, in 
Bis infinite love, is calling to his viſited. chil- 
dren, ſo to give up all outward poſſeſſions, 
and means of getting treaſures, that his Ho- 
Iy Spirit may have free counſe in their hearts, 
and direct them in all their proceedings. 
Io feel the ſubſtance pointed at in this 
s muſt enn — as to 8550 aun 

Wi N 10 

No man can wie God, FE) hve This 

was ſpoken by the Almighty to Moſes the J 
prophet ; and RY by” our blefled, Re- | 


1 7 
As 0 comes on our own wille, 5 * 1 
| WP bfe is formed in us, the heart is purified, | 
and prepared to underſtand: clearly. Blefl- 


ed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ; 
ee ſee God.“ In purity of heart, the mind is c 
Airinely opened to behold the nature of uni- 0 
verſal righteouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs of 0 
the kingdom of God. No man hath {een A 
ee the Father, ſave he that is of /Godl;, he 4 
i *. hath ſeen the Father.“ | 2 
Ihe natural mind is active bean the <> 
| 8 this life; and in this natural acti- d 
vity, buſineſs is propoſed, and a will in us 12] 
to go forward in it. And: as long as this na- 1 
turabwill remains nene 10 long there 102; 
1 2 1455 remains *- 


8 Be... ea. 


AQ 
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remains an obſtruction againſt the cleurnefs 


of divine light operuting in us; but when 


we love God with all our heart, aid with 
all out ſtrength, then; in this loveg wie lbve 


pur neighbours as ourfelves; and à tender- 
neſs of heart is felt toward all people for 

whom Chriſt died, even fuck! „ as to out- 
ward circumſtances may be to us as the ſews 
were to the Samaritans. Who is my ndigh- 
. bour? See this queſtion anſwered: by yy Sa- 


viour, Luke XI 30. 1 I ii 23411 1 


In this love we ean 0 that Jeſus is the 
Lord; and the reformation in our ſouls, ma- 


nifeſted in a full reformation of our lives, 
wherein all things are new, and all things 


are of God; 2 Cor. v. 18. in this the deſire 


of gain is ſubjected. Dohοανν j, 7 Hilgers 


When employment is honeſtly followed in 
the light of truth; and people become dili- 
gent in buſineſs, + fervent-in ſpirit; ſerving 


„ the Lord:” Rom. xii. 11. Here the name 


is opened: This is the name by which he 
- <#hall-'be. called, THE LORD OUR 


< RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jere. Xxiii. 6. 


Oh, how precious is this name ] It is like 
ointment poured out. The chaſte virgins are 
in love with the Redeemer; and for the pro- 


moting his peaccable kingdom in the world, 


are content to endure hardneſs like good ſol- 


diers; and are ſo ſeparated in ſpirit, from 


tlie defire of riches, that in their employ- 


ments, they become extenſively careful to give 


none offence, neither to Jews nor heathen, 
- norithe church of Chriſt. — On 
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On the thirty- firſt day of the month, and 

firſt of the week, we had a meeting in the 
cabbin, with near all the ſhip's company; 
the whole being near thirty. In this meet- 
ing the Lord, in mercy, favoured us win 
the extendings of his love. 

The ſecond day of the ſixth month, Laſt 
evening the ſeamen found bottom at about 
"I tathom. | Ma 

This morning fair wind, and pleaſant: ; 
and as I fat on deck, my heart Was over- 
come with the love of Chriſt, and melted in- 
to contrition betore him : and in this ſtate, 
the proſpect of that work, to which I have 
felt my mind drawn when in my native 
land, being in ſome degree opened before 
me, 1 felt like a little child; ; and my cries 
were put up to my heavenly Father for pre- 
ſervation, that in a humble dependance on 
him, my foul may be ſtrengthened in his 
love, and kept inwardly l for his 
counſel. 

This afternoon we ſaw that part b. Nog⸗ e 
land called the Lizard. | 

Some dunghill towls yet remained of thoſe = 
the paſſengers took for their ſea-ſtore: I be- | 
heve about fourteen periſhed in the ftorms 4 
at fea, by the waves breaking over the quar- | 
ter-deck; and a confiderable number with 
ſickneſs, at different times. I obſerved the 
cocks crew coming down the Delaware, and 
while we were near the land; but after- 
_— I think I did Not hear one of them 

crow 


has. aw > JAI_AH 
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crow till we came near the land in . 
when they again crowed a few. times. 
In obſerving their dull appearance at ſea, 
and the pining ſickneſs of ſome of them, L 
often remembered the fountain of goodneſs, 
who gave being to all creatures, and whoſe 
loye extends to that of caring for the ſpar- 
rows; and believe; where the love of God is 
verily perfected, and the true ſpirit of go- 
vernment watchfully attended to, a tender- 
neſs toward all creatures made ſubjoct to us 
will be experienced; and a care felt in us, that 
we do not leſſen that ſweetneſs of life, in 
the animal creation, which the great Creator 
intends for them under our government. 

The fourth day of the month. Wet wea- 
ther, high winds, and ſo dark that we could 
ſee hut a little way. I perceived our ſeamen 
were apprehenſive of danger of miſling the 
Channel ; which, I underitood, was narrows 
In a while, it grew lighter ; and they ſaw the 
land, and they knew where we were. Thug 
the Father of mercies was pleaſed to try us 
with the ſight of dangers; and then graci- 
_ oully, from time to time, deliver from them: 
thus ſparing our lives, that in humility and 
reverence, we may walk before him, _ 
put our truſt in him. 

About noon a pilot came off from Dover 3 5 
where my beloved friend Samuel Emlen went 

on ſhore, and thence to London, about ſeven= 
ty-two miles by land ; but L ae only! in 

ſtaying in the ſhip. | | 
The 


D 
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The ſeventh day of the month, and firft 
of the week. Clear morning, lay at anchor 
for the tide, and had a parting meeting with 
the ſhip's company; in which, my heart was 
enlarged in a fervent concern for them, that 
they may come to experience falvation thro' 
Chriſt. Fed a head wind up the Thames; 
lay ſometimes at anchor; ſaw many ſhips 
paſſing, and ſome at anchor near; and had 
large opportunity of feeling the ſpirit in 
which the poor bewildered ſailors too gene- 
rally live. — That lamentable degeneracy, 
which ſo much prevails on the people em- 
ployed on the ſeas, fo aſfected my heart, that 
I may not eafily convey the feeling I have 
had to another. 

The preſent ſtate of the ſea-faring life in 
general, appears ſo oppoſite to that of a pi- 
ous education; ſo full of corruption, and 
extreme alienation from God; ſo full of ex- 
amples, the moſt dangerous to young peo- 
ple, that in looking toward a young genera- 
tion, I feel a care for them, that they may 
have an education different from the preſent 
education of lads at ſea : and that all of us, 
who are acquainted with the pure goſpel ſpi- 
rit, may lay this cafe to heart, may remem- 
ber the lamentable corruptions which at- 
tends the conveyance of merchandize acroſs 
the ſeas, and ſo abide in the love of Chriſt, 
that being delivered from the love of mo- 
ney, from the entangling expences of a cu- 
rious, delicate luxurious life, we may learn 
tontentment with a Ree 3 ; and promote 


the 
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the ſea-faring life no further, than that ſpi- 
rit, which leads into all truth, attends us in 
our Fee | 


CHAP, Xt. 


His attending the yearly-meeting in London: 
und after it, proceeding towards Yorkſhire, 
Vzſiting feveral quarterly and other meetings 

in the counties of Hertford, Warwick, Ox- 
ford, Nottingham, York, ant Weſtmorelind ; 
and thence again into Yorkſhire, and to the 
city of York ; with ſome inſtructive thoughts 

ad obſervations, and letters on divers ſub- 
jetls — His hearing of the deceaſe of Wits 
ham Hunt ; and ſome account of him — His 
ſickneſs at * ork ; and end , his prgramage 


there, 


O the eighth day « the fixth month, 
1772, we landed at London ; and I 
went ſtraightway to the yearly-meeting of 
miniſters and elders, which had been ga- 
thered (I ſuppoſe) about half an hour. 

In this meeting, my mind was humbly 
contrite : in the afternoon, the meeting of 


3: buſineſs 
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buſineſs opened; which, by adjournments, 
held near rock, — In theſe meetings, I of- 
ten felt a living concern for the eſtablithment 

of friends in the pure life of truth: and 
my heart was enlarged in the meeting of mi- 
niſters, meeting of buſineſs, and in ſeveral 
meetings of publick worſhip ; and I felt my 
mind united in true love, to the faithful la- 
bourers now gathered at this yearly-meet- 
T4 | 
Oo the fifteenth day of the month, I left 
London, and went to a quarterly-mecting 
at Hertford. 

The firſt day of the ſeventh month.” 1 
have been at quarterly-meetings at Sherring- | 
ton, Northampton; Banbury and Shipton ; 
and had ſund meetings between: my mind 
hath been bed under a ſenſe of divine 
goodneſs: manifeſted amongft us; my heart 
| hath been dften enlarged in true love, both 
amongſt miniſters and elders, and in publick 
meetings; that through the Lord's good- 
nels, I believe it hath; been a freſh riſttation 
to many, in particular to the youth. 

The ſeventeenth day of the . Was 
this day at Bir mingham: have been at meet- 
ings at Coventry, Warwick, in Oxfordſhire, 
and ſundry other places; have felt the hum- 
bling hand of the Lord upon me; and thro' 
his tender mercies find peace in the WOES 
I have gone through. i 

The twenty-fixti 5 Tas of the 8 of 
have nn tra belnng northward, viſit- 


ing 


* 
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meetings was this day at Nottingham; 
which! in the forenoon eſpecially, was, thro! 
divine love, a heart-tendering ſeaſon: next 
day had a meeting in a friend's houſe with 
friends children and ſome friends; this, 
thro' the ſtrengthening arm of the Lord, 
was a time to be thankfully remembered. 
The ſecond day of the eighth month, and 
firſt of the week, was this day at Sheffield, 
a large inland town: have been at ſundry 
meetings laſt week; and feel inward thanks 
fulneſs for that divine ſupport, which hath 
been graciouſly extended to me. 

The ninth day of the month, and firſt of 
the week, was at Ruſhworth : have lately 
paſſed through ſome painful labour; but 
have been comforted, under a ſenſe of that 
divine viſitation, which 1 feel extended to- 
ward many young people. 

The ſixteenth day of the month, and firſt 
ok the week, was at Settle: it hath of late 
been a time of inward poverty; under which, 
my mind hath been preſerved in a watchful | 
tender ſtate, feeling for the mind of the ho- 
ly Leader, and find peace in the labours I 
have paſſed through, 

On enquiry, in many places, I find the 
price of rye about five ſhillings, wheat about 

eight ſhillings, per buſhel ; oatmeal twelve 
ſhillings for an hundred and twenty pounds; 
mutton from three-pence to five-pence per 
pound; bacon, from ſeven-pence to nine- 
pence; cheele; from four-pence to ſix-pence; 

butter. 


* 
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butter, from eight-pence to ten- pence; houſe- 
rent, for a poor man, from twenty- five mil-⸗ 
lings to torty ſhillings per year, to be paid 
weekly; wood, for fire, very 1 and dear; 
coal, in ſome places, two ſhillings and ſix=. 
pence per hundred weight; but near the' pits, 
not a quarter ſo much, O, may the wealthy 
conſider the poor ! 

The wages of labouring men in ſeveral 
counties toward London, is ten-pence per 
day in common buſineſs, the employer finds 
Imall-beer, and the labourer finds his own 
food ; but in harveſt and hay time, wages 
is about one ſhilling per day, and the la- 
bourer hath all his diet. In ſome parts of 
the north of England, poor labouring men 
have their food where they work; and ap- 
pear, in common, to do rather better than 
nearer London: induſtrious women, wha 
ſpin in the factories, get {ome four-pence, 
ſome five-pence, and ſo on to fix, ſeven, 
eight, nine or ten- pence ber day, and find 
their own houſe-room and diet. Great num- 
bers of poor people live chiefly on bread and 

water in the ſouthern parts of Engla and, and 
ſome in the northern parts; and there are 
many poor children not taught cven to read. 
May thoſe who have plenty, lay theſe things 
to heart ! | 

Stage-coaches frequently go upwards of 
an hundred miles in twenty-four hours; and 
J have heard friends ſay, in ſeveral places, 
that it is common {or horſes to be killed with 


hard 
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hard driving, and many others driven till 
they grow blind. 

Poſt- boys purſue their buſineſs, each one 
to his ſtage, all night thro? the winter: ſome 
boys, who ride lon ag ſtages, ſuffer greatly on 
winter nights; and, at ſeveral places, I have 
heard of their being froze to death. 80 
great is the hurry in the ſpirit of this world, 
that in aiming to do buſineſs quick, and to 
gain wealth, the creation, at this day, doth 
loudly groan ! 


As my journey hath been without a horſe, 


I have had ſeveral offers of being aſſiſted on 
I WAY in theſe ſtage-coaches; but have 
not been in them: nor have I had freedom 
to ſend letters by theſe poſts, in the preſent 
way of their riding; the ſtages being ſo fix- 
ed, and one boy dependant on another as to 
time, that they commonly go upward of 
one hundred miles in twenty-four hours; 
andl in the cold long winter nights, the poor 
boys ſuſſer much. | 

heard in America of the way of theſe 
poſts; and cautioned friends in the general 
meeting of miniſters and elders, at Philadel- 
Phia, and in the yearly-meeting of miniſters 
and elders at London, not to ſend letters to 
me on any common occaſion by poſt. And 
though, on this account, I may be likely to 
hear ſeldomer from my family "Jeff behind ; 
Vet, for righteouſneſs ſake, I we thro' di- 
vine funk. made content. 

1 have 
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I have felt great diſtreſs of mind, ** 1 
came on this illand, on account of the mem 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with the 
world in various forts of buſineſs and traf- 
fick, carried on in impure channels. Great 
is the trade to Africa for {laves! and in load- 
ing theſe ſhips, abundance of people are em- 
ployed in the factories ; amongſt whom. are 
many of our ſociety. [Friends, in early times, 


403. 404. 
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refuſed, on a religious principle, to make or 
trade in ſuperfluities; of which, we have 
many large 1 on e : but for 
want of faithfulneſs, ſome gave way; ; even 
ſome, whoſe examples were of note in our 
ſociety ; and from thence others took more 
liberty. Members of our ſociety worked in 
ſuperfluities, and bought and ſold them; 
and thus dimneſs of ſight came over many: 
at length, friends got into the uſe of ſome 
ſuperfluities in dreſs, and in the furniture of 
their houſes; and this hath ſpread from leſs 
to more, till ſuperfluity of ſome kinds is 
common amongtt us. 

In this declining ſtate, many look at * 
example one of another, and too much ne- 
glect the pure feeling of truth. Of late years, 
2 deep exerciſe hath attended my mind, that 
friends may dig deep, may carefully caſt 
forth the looſe matter, and get down to the 
Rock, the ſure foundation, and there hearken 
to that divine voice which gives a clear and 
certain . and I have felt in that which 


doth, 
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doth not deceive, that if friends, who have 
known the truth, keep in that tendernefs of 
Heart, where all views of outward gain are 
| given up, and their truſt is only on the 
Lord, he will graciouſly lead fome to be pat- 
terns of deep ſelf-denial in things relating 
to trade and handicraft labour; and that 
ſome, who have plenty of the treaſures of 
this world, will example in a plain frugal 
life, and pay wages to ſuch whom they may 
hire, more liberally than is now cuſtomary 
1n ſome places. 

The twenty-third day of the month, was 

this day at Preſton-Patrick, and had a com- 
fortable meeting. I have, ſeveral times, been 
entertained at the houſes of friends, who had 
ſandry things about them which had the ap- 
pearance of outward greatneſs ; and as I 
have kept inward, way hath opened for con- 
verſation with fuch in private, in which di- 

vine goodneſs hath favoured us together, 
with heart-tendering times. 

The twenty-fixth day of the month. Be- 
ing now at George Crosfields, in the county 
of Weſtmoreland, I feel a concern to com- 
mit to writing, chat which to me hath been 
a caſe uncommon. 

In a time of ſickneſs with the pleuriſy, | 
a little upward of two years and a half ago, 
I was brought ſo near the gates of death, 
that I forgot my name: being then defirous | 
to know who I was, I ſaw a maſs of matter 
of a dull gloomy colour, between the —_ 

an 
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aud the eaſt; and was informed, that this 
mals was human beings in as great miſery 
as the; could be, and live; and that I was 
mixed in with them, and that henceforth I 
might not conſider myſelf as a diſtin or 
ſeparate being, In this ſtate I remained ſe- 
vera! hours. I then heard a ſoft melodious 
voice, more pure and harmonious than any 
L had heard with my ears before; 1 behev- 
ed it was the voice of an angel, Who ſpake 
to the other angels; the words were— ohn 
Mooliam 1s dead, J ſoon remembered that 1 
once was John Woolman; and being aſſured 
that I was alive in the body, I greatly won- 
dered wat that heavenly voice could mean. 

I believed, beyond doubting, that it was 

the voice of an holy angel; but, as yet, it 
was a myſtery to me. 
I was then carried in ſpirit to che mines, 
where poor oppreſſed people were digging 
rich treaſures for thoſe called chriſtians; and 
heard then blaſpheme the name of ( heiſt, 
at which I was grieved ; far his name to me 
wus precious. 

Then I was finfenwerl, that theſe hea- 
then were cold, that thaſe who oppreſſed 
them were the follow ers of Chriſt; and they 
ſaid amongit thenielves, If Chriſt directed 
them to uſe us in this ior t, then Chriſt 1 18 A 
eruel tyrant. 

All this time che ſong of dhe angel re- 
mainecha myſtery; and in the morning, my 
dear wife and {oe others coming to m) 1201 

CG 
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fide, T aſked them, if they knew who I was: 
and they telling me, I was John Wooknan, 
thought I was light-headed: for I told them 
not what the angel ſaid, nor was I diſpoſed - 
to talk much to any one; but was very de- 
firous to get ſo deep, that I might der- 
| 1 this myſtery, 
tongue was often fo dry; that I 
W 0 not peak till J had moved it about 
and gathered ſome moiſture, and as J lay ſtill 
for a time, at length I felt divine power pre- 
pare my mouth that I could ſpeak; and then 
ſaid, “ I am crucified with Chriſt, never» 
{© rheleſs I live; yet not I, but Chriſt that 
„ liveth in me; and the life I now hve in 
„the fleth, is by faith in the Son of God, 
„ who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Then the myſtery was opened; and I per- 
ceived there was joy in heaven over a ſinner 
who had repented and that that language 
( John Woolman is dead) meant no more chan 
the death of my own will. 6 
Soon after this I coughed, and raifed mend 
bloody matter ; which I had not done duri 
this viſion: and now my natural underſtand- 
ing returned as before. — Here 1 faw, that 
people getting ſilver veſſels to ſet off tlieir ta- 
bles at entertainments, was often ſtained with 
worldly glory; and that in the preſent ſtate 
of things, I ſhould take heed how! 110 * 
ſelf from out of ſilver veſſelss. 
Soon after my recovery, I, going to our 
monthly-mecting, dined at a friend's houſe 
91 where 
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where drink was brought” in filver veſſels, 
and npt in any other; and I wanting ſome 
drink, told him my caſe with weeping: and 
he orgered; ſore drink for me in another vel- 
ſel. 

The like I afterwards went oh in 
ſeveral friend's houſes in America, and have 
alſo in England, ſince I came here: and have 
cauſe, with humble reverence, to acknow- 
ledge the loving-kindneſs of my heavenly 
Father, who hath preſerved me in ſuch a 
tender frame of mind, that none, I believe, 
have ever been offended at what I have ſaid 
on that occaſion. 

After this ſickneſs, I ſpake not in publick 
meetings for worſhip for near one year; but 
my mind was very often in company with 
the oppreſſed ſlaves, as J ſat in meetings: 
and tho', under this diſpenſation, I was ſhut 
up from ſpeaking, yet the ſpring of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry was, many times, livingly open- 
ed in me; and the divine gift operated by 
abundance of weeping, in feeling the op- 
preſſion of this people. It being ſo long 
ſince I paſſed thro' this diſpenſation, and the 
matter remaining freſh and livingly in my 
mind, I believe it ſafeſt for me to commit 
it to writing. 

The thirtieth day of the ava This 
morning I wrote a lecter, in in ſubſtance as 
follows: | 1 9 
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, Beloved friend, rs ES 


mind is often ifſeted. as I paſs 
along, under a ſenſe of the ſtate 0 
many poor people, who ſit under that ſo 
of miniſtry which requires much outwar 
labour to ſupport it; and the loving-kind- 
neſs of our heavenly Father, in opening 4 
pure goſpel miniſtry in this nation, hath of- 
ten raiſed thankfulneſs in my heart to him. 
L often remember the conflicts of the faith- 
ful under perſecution, and now look at the 
free exerciſe of the pure gift uninterrupted 
by outward laws, as a truſt committed to us; 
which requires our deepeſt gratitude, and 
moſt careful attention. I feel a tender con- 
cern, that the work of reformation, ſo proſ- 
perouſly carried on in this land within a few 
ages paſt, may go forward and ſpread a- 
mongſt the nations; and may not go back 
ward, thro' duſt gathering on our garments, 
who have been called to a work ſo great ar 
fo precious.“ 
+ Laſt evening I had a little opportunity 
at chy houſe, with ſome of thy family, in 
thy abſence; in which I rejeiced: and feels 
ing a' ſweetneſs on my mind toward thee, I 
now endeavour to open a little of the feeling 
I had there.” EET, 
% have heard, that you, in che len, 
have, at certain ſcalvns, meetings of confers 
ence, in relation to friends living up to our 


an in which ſeveral meetings unite 
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in one; with which I feel unity: I having, 
in ſome meaſure, felt truth lead that way 
amongſt friends in America; and have 
found, my dear friend, that in theſe labours 
3 ſuperfluities in our own living, are againſt 

1 7 feel that pure love toward thee, in 
which there is freedom.“ 

& look at that precious gift beſtowed on 
thee, with awfulneſs before Him who. gave 
it: and feel a care, that we may be ſo fepa- 
rated to the goſpel of C hriſt, that thoſe things 
which proceed from the ſpirir of this world, 
may have no place amongſt us.“ ay 


i Thy friend, 
* John Woolman,” 


I refted a few days, in CITY and mind, 
with our friend Jane er who wag 
onee in America: was, on the ſixth day of 
the week, at Kendal in Weſtmoreland ; and 
at Greyrig meeting the thirtieth day of the 
month, and firſt of the week, 

I have known poverty of late; and been 
graciouſly ſupported to keep in the patience; 
and am thanktul, under a ſenſe of the good- 
neſs of the Lord toward thoſe that are of a 
contrite ſpirit, 

The ſixth day of the ninth * and 
firſt of the week, was this day at Counter- 
ide; a large meeting-houſe, and very full: 
and thro' the opening of pure love, it was 

a ſtrengthen- 
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a ſtrengthening time 'to me, and (I believe) 
to Many more. , +: it tot ii 
The thirteenth day” 58 che b Was 
this day at Leyburn „ a ſtmall meeting; but 
the town's people coming in, the houte; was 
crowded: it was a time of heavy nette and 
(1 believe) was a profitable meeting. 
Ibeing towinYbrkſhixe, heard that my kinfinni . 
William Hunt from North - Carolina, who 
was on a religious viſit to friends in Eng- 
land, departed this life on the ninth day of 
the nintli month, inſtant, of the fmall-pox, 
at Neweaſtle.— He appeared 1 in the miniſtry 
when a youth; and his labours therein were 
of good ſavor. He travelled much in that 
work in America. I once heard him ſay in 
public teſtimony, that his concern was (in 
that viſit} to be devoted to the ſervice of 
Chriſt ſo fully, that he might not ſpend one 
minute in picaſing himſelf: which words, 
joined with his example, was a means of ſtir- 
ring up the pure mind in me. 
Having of late travelled often in wet wea- 
ther, thro narrow ſtreets in towns and vil- 
lages, where dirtineſs under foot, and the 
ſcent ariſing from that fiith,- which more or 
leſs infects the air of all thick ſettled towns; 
and J being but weakly, have felt diſtreſs 
both in body and mind with that which is 
impure. . 
In theſe journies I have been where much 
eloch hath been dyed ; and ſundry times 
walked. 
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walked over ground, where much of their 
dye ſtuffs have drained away. 1 nod) 

Here I have felt a longing in my ed, 
that people might come into cleanneſs of lie 
rit, cleanneſs of Lade cleanneſs about their 
houſes and garments. 

Some, who are great, carry delicacy to a 
great height themſelves, and. yet che, real 
cleanlineſs is not generally promoted. Dyes 
being invented partly to pleaſe the eye, and 
partly to hide dirt, I have felt in this weak 
ſtate, travelling in dirtineſs and affected with 
unwholeſome ſcents, a ſtrong deſire that the 
nature of dyeing cloth to hide dirt may be 
more fully, conſidered. Toy. 9410 

'To hide dirt in our garments, appears op- 
poſite to real cleanlineſs. 

Io waſh garments, and Beep chem ſweet, 
this appears cleanly. 

Thro' giving way to hiding dirt in our 
garments, a a ſpirit which e, cover chat 
which is diſagreeable, is ſtrengthened. 

Real eleanneſs becometh a holy negple « : 
but hiding that which is not clean by colour- 
ing our garments, appears contrary: to the 
ſweetneſs of ſincerity. _ 

Thro' ſome ſorts of dyes, cloth is leſs ute 
ful; and if the value of dye-ſtuffs, the ex- 
pence of dyeing, and the damage done to 
cloth, were all added together, and that ex- 
1 applied to keep all ſweet and clean, 
how much more cleanly would people be. 

3 | Near 
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On this viſſt to England I have felt ſome 
inſtructions ſealed on my mind, which am 
conderned to leave in writing, for the ie of 
ſuch who are ß to the ſtation. of a mini- 
ſter of Chriſt.” | Cy 
Chriſt bg ws Prince of Peace, a we 
being no more than miniſters, I find it ne- 
eeſſary for us, not only to feel a concern in 
dur firſt going forth, but to experience the 
renewing Wee | in the appointment of 
meetings. | 
Il felt a concern Marten! to prepare for 
this voyage; and being through the mercy 
of God, Brought: ſafe here, my heart was 
like a veſſel that wanted vent; and for ſeve- 
ral weeks at firſt, when my mouth was open- 
ed in meetings, it often felt like the raifing 
of a gate in a water courſe, where a weight 
of water lay upon it; and in theſe labours 
there appeared a rſh” viſitation to many, 
eſpecially the youtli; but ſometimes after this, 
1 felt empty and poor, and yet | felt a neceſſi- 
ty to appoint meetings. 1 | 
In this ſtate I was exerciſed to abide in'the 
pure life of truth, and in all my labours to 
watch diligently againſt the motions of ſelf 
in my own mind, 
I have frequently felt a neceſſity to ſtand 
"when the ſpring of the miniſtry was low, 
am te ſpeak from the neceſſity, in that which 
Fabjecteth the will of the creature ; and here- 7 
in EWas united with the ſuffering feed, and 
Fold inward ſweetneſs in theſe mortifying 
labours. 
R As 
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As I have been preſerved in a watchful at- 
tention to the divine leader, under theſe: diſ- 
penſations, enlargement at times hath fol- 
lowed, and tlie power of truth hath roſe high- 
er in ſome meetings, than Jever knew 1 it be- 
fore through me. | 

Thus I have been more 8 more n 
ed, as to the neceſſity of depending, not up- 
on a concern which I felt in America, to come 
on a viſit to England; but upon the freſh in- 
ſtructions of Chriſt the Prince of Feace, n 
day to day. | 

Now of late, I felt a ſtop i in che appoint- 
ment of meetings, not wholly but in part; 
and I do not feel liberty to appoint them ſo 

uick one after another as I have heretofore. 

The work of the miniſtry, being a work 
of divine love, I feel that the openings there- 
of are to be waited for, in all our appoint- 
ments. 1 

Oh how deep is divine wiſdom! | Chriſt puts 
forth his miniſter s, and goeth before them 
and oh how great 1s the danger of departing 
from the pare feeling of that which leaderh 
lafel 

Chriſt knoweth the tate of the people, and 
in the pure feeling of the gotpel miniſtry, 
their 1{tates are opened to lus ſervants. |. |: 

Chriſt knoweth when the fruit-bearing 
branches themſelves have need of purging... 

Oh that theic letlons may be remembered 
by me! and that all who, appoint eng, 
Hay ee in che pure feeling of duty. 
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I have ſometimes felt a neceſſity to ſtand 
up, but that ſpirit which is of the world 
hath ſo much prevailed in many, and the 
pure life of truth been ſo preſſed down, that 
I have gone forward, not as one travelling 


in a road caſt up, and well prepared, but as 


a man walking through a miry place, in 
which are ſtones here and there, ſafe to ſtep 
on; but ſo ſituated that one ſtep being taken, 
time is neceſſary to ſee where to ſtep next. 

Now I find that in the pure obedience, the 
mind learns contentment, in appearing weak 


and fooliſh to that wiſdom which is of the 


world; and in theſe lowly labours, they who. 
ſtand in a low place, rightly exerciſed under 
the croſs, will find nouriſhment. 

The gift is pure, and while the eye is ſin- 
gle in attending thereto, the underſtanding 
is preſerved clear ; ſelf is kept out; we rejoice 
in filling up that which remains of. the af- 
flictions of Chriſt, for his body s ſake, which 
is the church. 

The natural man loveth eloquence, = : 
many love to hear eloquent orations; and if 
there is not a careful attention to the gift, 
men who have once labour'd in the pure goſ- 
pel miniſtry, growing weary of ſuffering, 
and aſhamed of appearing weak, may kindle 
a fire, compaſs themſelves about with ſparks, 
and walk in the light; not of Chriſt who is 
under ſuffering; but of that fire, which they, 
going from the gift, have kindled : And that 
in hearers, which is gone from the meek ſuf- 
— ſtate, into the worldly wiſdom, _ 
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be warmed with this fire, and ſpeak highly 
of theſe labours. That which is of God ga- 
thers to God; and that which is of the world 
is owned by the world. _ Fs 
. In this journey a labour hath attended my 


mind, that the miniſters amongſt us may be 


preſerved in the meek feeling life of truth, 
where we may have no deſire, but to follow 


Chriſt and be with him; that when he is un- 
der ſuffering we may ſuffer with him; and 


never deſire to riſe up in dominion, but as 
he by the virtue of his own ſpirit may raiſe 


8 et. 
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A few days after writing theſe conſiderati- 
ons, our dear friend in the courſe of his reli- 
pious viſits, came to the city of York, and 
attended moſt of the fittings of the quarterly 
meeting there; but before it was over, was 
taken ill of the ſmall- px. Our friend Tho- 
mas Prieſtman and others who attended him, 
preſerved the following minutes of his expreſ- 
ſions in the time of his ſickneſs, and of his 
deceaſe. 5 
Iſt day, the 27th of the gth month 1772. 
His diſorder appeared to be the ſmall-pox: 
being aſked to have a doctor's advice, he ſig- 
mified he had not freedom or liberty in his 
mind ſo to do, ſtanding wholly refigned to 
his will, who gave him life, and whole pow- 
er he had witneiled to raiſe and heal him in 
ſickneſs, before, when he ſeemed nigh unto 
death; and if he was to wind up now, he 
| Was 
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was perfectly reſigned, having no will either 
to live or die, and did not chooſe any Ahould 
be ſent for to him : but a young man, an 
apothecary, coming of his own accord the 
next day, and defiring to do ſomething for 
him, he ſaid he found a freedom to confer 
with him and the other friends about him, 
and if any thing ſhould be propoſed, as to 
medicine that 5 not come thro” defiled chan- 
nels or oppreſſive hands, he ſhould be wil- 
ling to conſider and take it, ſo far as he 
found freedom. 

2d day. He ſaid he felt the diſorder to af- 
fect his head, ſo that he could think little, 
and but as a child; and defired if his under- 
ſtanding ſhould be more affected, to have 
nothing given him that thoſe about knew he 
had a teſtimony againſt. 

Third-day he uttered the following pray- 
er.—"O Lord my God, the amazing hor- 
rors of darkneſs were gathered around me 
and covered me all over, and I ſaw no way 
to go forth; I felt the depth and cxtent of 
the miſery of my fellow creatures ſeparated 
from the divine harmony, and it was heavi- 
er than bcould bear, and I was cruſhed down 
under it, I hfted up my hand, I ſtretched 
out my arm, but there was none to help me; 
I looked round about and was amazed ; in 
the depths of miſery, O Lord! I remembered 
that thou art omnipotent, that I had called 
thee Father, and I felt that I loved thee, and 
I was made quiet in thy will, and I'waited 
for deliverance from thee ; thou hadſt pity 

upon 
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upon me when no man could help me; Ffaw 
that meckneſs under ſuffering was ſhewed to 
us in the moſt affecting example of thy Son, 
and thou taught me to follow him, and I 
ſaid “ thy will O Father be done.“ 

Fourth day morning, being aſked how he 
felt himſelf, he meekly anſwered, I don't 
know that 1 have ſlept this night, 1 feel the 
diforder making its progreſs, but my mind 
is mercifully preſerved in {tiflneſs and peace: 
ſometime after he ſaid he was ſenſible the 
pains of death muſt be hard to bear, but if 
he eſcaped them now, he muſt ſometime paſs 
thro! them, and he did not know that he 
could be better prepared, but had no will in 
it. He ſaid he had ſettled his outward af- 
fairs to his mind, had taken leave of his 
wife and family as never to return, leaving 
them to the divine protection; adding, and 
tho” I feel them near to me at this time, yet 
I freely give them up, having a hope that 
they will be provided for. And a little after 
ſaid, This trial is made eaſier than I could 
have thought, my will being wholly taken 
away; for if I was anxious for the event 
it would have been harder, but I am not, 
and my mind enjoys a perfect cali; * 

In the night a young woman having given 
him ſomething to drink, he ſaid, My child 
thou ſeems very kind to me a poor creature, 
the Lord will reward thee for it. Awhile af- 
ter he cried out with great earneſtneſs of 
ſpirit, Oh my Father! my Father! and ſoon 
after he laid, Oh wy Father! my ah ſ 
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how comfortable art thou to my ſoul in hen 
trying ſeaſon, Being aſked if he could take 
a little nouriſhment ; after ſome pauſe he re- 
plied, my child I cannot tell what to ſay: to 
it; I ſeem nearly arrived where my ſoul ſhall 
have reſt from all its troubles. After giving 
in ſomething to be inſerted in his Journal, 
he ſaid, I believe the Lord will now excuſe 
me from exerciſes of this kind; and I ſee no 
work but one which is to be the laſt wrought 
by me in this world, the meſlenger will come 
that will releaſe me from all theſe troubles ; 
but it muſt be in the Lord's time, which I 
am waiting for. He ſaid he had laboured to 
do whatever was required, according to the 
ability received, in the remembrance of 
which he had peace; and tho' the diſorder 
was ſtrong at times, and would like a whirl- 
wind come over his mind; yet it had hither- 
to been kept ſteady and center'd in everlaſt- 
ing love; adding, and if that be mercifully 
continued, I aſk nor deſtre no more. An- 
other time he ſaid, he had long had a view 
of viſiting this nation, and ſometime before 
he came had a dream, in which he ſaw 
himſelf in the northern parts of it, and that- 
the ſpring of the goſpel was opened in him 
much as in the beginning of friends, ſuch as 
George Fox and William Dewſberry, and he 
ſaw the different ſtates of the people, as clear 
as he had ever ſeen flowers in a garden; but 
in his going along he was ſuddenly ſtopt, 
cho he could not ſee for what end; but 
looking 
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looking towards home, fell into a Hood, of 
tears Which waked him. | 
3k another time he ſaid, my en Ga | 
rongeſt towards the North, and I men- 

ti W e in my on montlily- meeting, that 


attending the quarterly- meeting at York, 


aud being there looked like home to me. 
Fifth-day night, having repeatedly con- 
ſented to take medicine with a view to ſettle 
his ſtomach, but without effect; the friend 
then waiting on him, ſaid thro”. diſtreſs, 
what ſhall I do now? He anſwered with great 
compoſure, Rejoice ever more, and in every 


thing give thanks; bu. added a little Ken, 


this is ſometimes hard to come at. 
„Sixch-day morning he broke forth early in 
ſapplication on this wiſe, O Lord it was thy 
power that enabled me to forſake fin in my 
youth, and I have felt thy bruiſes for diſ- 
obedicnce.; but as I bowed under them thou 
healed me, continuing a father and a friend; 
I feel thy power now, and I beg that in the 
approaching trying moment Thou wilt keep 
my heart ſtedfaſt unto thee, Upon his giv- 
ing directions to a friend concerning ſome 
little things, che ſaid I will take care, but 
hope thou wilt live to order them chyſelf; 
he renly'd, my hope is in Chriſt, and tho I 
may ſeem a little better, a change i in the diſ- 
order may ſoon happen, and my little ſtrength 
be diſſolved, and if it ſo happens, I ſhall be 
s to my everlaſting reſt. On her ſay- 
ng ſhe did not doubt that, but could not 
ve. Mourning to ſee ſo many faithful ſer- 
vants 


or JOHN WOOLMAN. 249 


vants removed at ſo low a time; he ſaid all 
good cometh from the Lord, whoſe power is 
the ſame, and can work as he'ſces'beſt.” The 
ſame day he had given directions about 
wrapping his corpſe; perceiving a friend to 
weep, he ſaid I would rather thou wouldſt 
guard againſt weeping for me, my ſiſter, I 
ſorrow not, tho' I have had ſome painful con- 
flicts, but now they ſeem over and matters 
well ſettled, and I look at the face of my 

dear redeemer, for ſweet is his voice and 
his countenance is 'comely, _ 

Firſt-day, fourth of the tenth month, being 
very weak and in general difficult to be un- 
derſtood, he uttered a few words in comme- 
moration of the Lord's goodneſs ; and add- 
ed, how. tenderly have I been waited on in 
this time of affliction, in which I may ſay 
in Job's words, Tedious days and weariſome 
nights are appointed unto me, and how ma-, 
ny are ſpending their time and money in 
vanity and ſuperfluities, while thouſands 

and tens of thouſands want the neceſſaries of 
life, who might be relieved by them, and 
their diſtreſſes at ſuch a time as this, in ſome _ 
degree ſoftened by the adminiſtring ſuitable | 
things. | e | 

Second-day, morning the apothecary who 
appeared very anxious to aſſiſt him, being 
_ preſent, he queried about the probability of 
ſuch a load of matter being thrown off his 
weak body, and the apothecary making ſome 

remarks implying he thought it might; he 
ſpoke with an audible voice on this wiſe, 
My 
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My dependance is on the Lord Jeſus, who 1 
truſt will forgive my fins, which is all I hope 
for, and if it be his will to raiſe up chis body 


again, I am content; and if to die, I am re- 


figned ; and if thou 'canſt not be caſy with- 
out trying to aſſiſt nature, I ſubmit : after 
which his throat was ſo much affected, that 
it was very difficult for him to ſpeak ſo as to 
be underſtood, and frequently wrote when 
he wanted any thing. About the ſecond 
hour on fourth-day morning he aſked for 
pen and ink, and at feveral times with much 
difficulty wrote thus, I believe my being 
here 1s in the wiſdom of Chriſt, I know not 
as to life or death. 

About a quarter before ſix the ſame morn- 
ing he ſeemed to fall into an caſy ſleep, which 
continued about half an hour, when ſeeming 
to awake, he breathed a few times with more 
3 and expired without lh. groan, 

or ſtruggle. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


C USTOMS generally approved, and opi- 
nions received by youth from their ſupe- 
riors, be dome like the natural produce of a ſoil, 
eſpecially when they are ſuited to favourite in- 
clinations : but as the judgments of God are 
without partiality, by which the ate of the 
ſoul muſt be tried, it would be the higheſt wif= 
dom to forego cuſtoms and popular opinions, and 
try' the treaſures of the ſoul by the infallible 

ſtandard truth. 
Natural affection needs a careful examina- 
tion : operating upon us in a ſoft manner, it kin- 
dles defires of love and tenderneſs, and there is 
danger of taking it for ſomething _ To 
me 
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me it appears an inſtinct like that which inferior 
ercatures have; each of them, awe ſee; by the 
ties of nature, love ſelf beſt ; that which ir 4 
part of ſelf, they love by the Jame' tie or in- 
Auel. In them it, in ſome meaſure, does the of= 
ficer of reaſon, by which, among other things, 
they watchfully keep, and ords rly feed their 
helpleſs offspring. Thus natural affection ap- 
pears to be a branch of ſelf-love, good in the 
animal race, in us likewiſe, with proper limita- 
tions; but otherwiſe is productive of evil, by 
exciting defires to promote ſome by means Ro 
dicial to others. 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſeems to give a check to 
this irregular fondneſs in nature, and, at the 
fame time, a precedent for us: Who is m 
5 mother, and who are my brethren ?” there- 
by intinating, that the earthly ties of relation- 
ſhip, are, comparatively, inconſiderable to ſuch, 
who, thro" a ficady courſe of obedience, have 
come to the happy experience of the ſpirit of 
God bearing witneſs with their ſpirits / at they 
are his children: And he ſtretched forth 
* his hands towards his diſciples, and faid, 
„% Behold my mother, and my brethren : For 
“ whoſoever ſhall do the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven (arrives at the 
more noble part of true relationſhip ) ©*© the ſame 
is my brother, and ſiſter, and mother,” 
Matt. x11. 48. 
Ibis doctrine agrees well with a fate truly 
0 gerede ee love AY operates ac- 
EN cording 
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cording ta the agreeableneſs of thmgs.on wary x 
ples unalterable and in themſelves per. 
If endeavouring to have my children Fake $6 | 
among fl men after my death, be that vuhich na 
reaſons grounded on thoſe principles can be brought 
to ſupport ; then to be temperate in my purſuit 
after. gain, and 10 keep always within the 
bounds of thoſe: principles, 15 an mdiſpen/able 
duty, and to depart from it, a dark ue 

toil. 

In our preſent condition, to love our children 
ws needful ; but except this love proceeds from 
the true beaventy principle which ſees beyond | 
earthly treaſures, it will rather be injurious 
than of any real advantage to them: where the 
fountain is corrupt, the flreams muſt neceſſarily 
be impure. 

That important injunction of our Saviour, 
Matt. vi. 33. with the Prom iſe annexed, con- 
tains a ſhort but comprehenſive view of our du- 
ty and happineſs :—1f then the buſmeſs of man- 
kind in this life, is, to firft ſeek another ; if this 
cannot be done, but by attending to the means; 
if a ſummary of the means is, Not to do that 
to another which, in like circumſtances, we 
would not have done unto us, then theſe are 
points of moment, and worthy of our moſt Jerr- 
ous conſideration. | 

What 1 write on this fubjeft ws with reluft-" 
ance, and the hints given are in as general 
terms as my concern would allow : I know it is 
a point about which, in all its branches, men 
that appear to aim well are not generally a- 

greed ; 


256 INTRODUCTION. 


mg very particular. , I may happily have let 
drop any thing that may excite ſuch as are con- 
cerned in the practice to a cloſe thinking on the 
ſubject treated of, the candid among ft them may 
eafily do the ſubject ſuch further juſtice, as, on 
an impartial enquiry, it may appear to'deſerve ; 
and ſuch an enquiry I would carnefily recom- 


» 


* 
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MaTrT. xxv. 40. 


Fordfauch as ye did it to the leaft of theſe my. 
brethren, ye did it unto me; 


A 8 many times there are different mo- 


tives to the ſame ictions; and one 
does that from a generous heart, 
which another does for ſelfiſh ends. . The 
like may be ſaid in this caſe. 

There are various circumſtances amongſt 
them that keep negroes, and different ways 
by which they fall under their care; and, I 
doubt not, there are many well- diſpoſed per- 
ſons amongſt them who deſire rather to ma- 
nage wiſely and juſtly in this difficult mat- 
ter, than to make gain of it. 

But the general diſadvantage which theſe 
poor Africans lie under in an enlight ned 
chriſtian country, having often filled me with 
real ſadnefs, and been like undigeſted matter 
on my mind, I now think it my duty, thro' 
divine aid, to offer ſome — thereon to 
the conſideration of others. 5 

8 When 


258 CONSIDERATIONS on THE 


When we remember that all nations are f 
one blood, Gen ni. 20. ner e eee 
are but ſoſourners, that we are ſubject to the 
like afflictions and infirmities of body, the 
like diſorders and frailties in mind, the like | 
temptations, the ſame death, and the ſame 
judgment, and, that the all-wiſe Being is 
Judge and Lord over us all, it ſeems to raiſeé 
an idea of a general brotherhood,” and a diſ- 
pofition eaſy to be touched with a feeling of 

each others afflictions: but when we forget 
thoſe things, and look chiefly at our out- 
ward circumſtances, in this and ſome ages 
paſt, conſtantly retaining in our minds the 
diſtinction betwixt us and them, with re- 
ſpect to our knowledge and improvement in 
things divine, natural and artificial, our 
breaits being apt to be filled with fond no- 
tions of ſuperiority, there is danger of err- 
ing in our conduct toward them. 

We allow them to be of the ſame. e 
with ourſelves; the odds is, we are in a high- 
er ſtation, and enjoy greater favours than 
they. And when it is thus, that our heaven- 
ly Father endoweth ſome of his children with 
diſtinguiſhed gifts, they are intended for 
good ends; but if thoſe thus gifted are 
thereby lifted up above their brethren, not 
conſidering themſelves as debtors to the 
weak, nor behaving themſelves as faithful 

1 Rewards, none who judge impartially can 
i. ſuppoſe them tree from ingratitudde. 


1 When a people dwell under the liberal "YI. 
i Rributioa of iavours Troms heaven, it be- 
| [ | hoves 
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hoves them carefully to inſpect their wayyy 
and conſider the purpoſes for which thoſe... 
favours: were beſtowed, leſt, thro! forgetful- 
neſs of God, and miſuſing his gifts, they in- 
cur his heavy diſpleaſure, whoſe judgments 
are juſt and equal, who exalteth and. bungn; 3 
bleth eo the duſt as he ſeeth meer. 
It appears, by Holy Record, that men uns J 
der high favours have been apt to err in their 
opinions concerning others; Thus Iſrael, ac 


cording to the deſcription of the prophet, 


Ifa. Ixv. F. when excecdingly corrupted and 
degenerated, yet remembered they were the 
choſen people of God]; and could ſay, Stand 
*© by thyſelf; come not near me, for Lam ho- 
lier than thou.“ That this was no chance 
language, but their common opinion of other 
people, more fully appears, by conſidering 
the circumſtances which attended When Gd 
was beginning to fulfil his precious promiſes 


concerning the gathering of the Gentiles. 


The Moſt-High, in a viſion, undeceived 
Peter; firſt prepared his heart to believe ; - 
and, at the houſe of Cornelius, ſhewed him 
of a certainty that God was no recen at 
e votls 2fte  podlimanidttih 

The effuſion, of. the Holy Ghoſt upon a... 
people, with whom they, the Jewiſh chriſ- 
tians would not ſo much as eat, was ſtrange 
to them: All they of the circumciſion were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee 4 and the apoſtles; and hre- 
thren of Judea contended, with Peter about 
it, till he, having rehearſed the whole mat- 
ter, and fully ſhewn that the Father's love 

9597011 8 2 Was 
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was unlimited, they are thereat ſtruck with. 
admiration, and cry out, Then hath God 
* allo to the . Geatiles granted repedtince 
60 unto life! | 
Ihe opinion of peculiar favours. being conv 
fined to them, was deeply rooted, or elſe the 
above inſtance had been leſs ſtrange to them, 
for theſe reaſons : Firſt, They were generally 
acquainted with the writings of the pro- 
phets, by whom this time was repeatedly 
ſpoxen of, and pointed at. Secondly, Our 
bleſſed Lord ſhortly before expreſly ſaid, “ I 
% have other ſheep, not of this fold, them 
* alſo mult I bring,” Kc. Laſtly, His words 
to them after his reſurrection, at the very 
time of his aſcenſion, © Ye ſhall be witneſſes 
to me, not only in Jeruſalem, Judea, and 
% Samaria, but to the uttermoſt parts of the 
ee earth.“ | 
Thoſe concurring circumſtances, one would 
think, might have raiſed a ſtrong expectation 
of ſecng ſuch a time; yet, when it came, ir 
proved matter of offence and aſtoniſhment, , 
To conlider mankind otherwiſe than bre- 
thren, to think favours are peculiar to one 
nation, 195 exclude e 4 ſuppoſes 


oft V4! 


NE in influenced by it, it 3 a 1 
of itſelf, and the heart is enlarged towards 
all men. 5 to congluge a . fro- 


1 merge 
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a behdviout toward them unbecoming. the 
excellence of true religion. 

To prevent ſuch error, let us calmly conſi- 
der their circumſtance; and, the better to do 


it, make their caſe ours. Suppoſe, then, 
that our anceſtors and we had been expoſed 


to conſtant ſervirude, in the more ſervile and 


inferior employments of life; that we had 


been deſtitute of the help of reading and good 
company; that amongſt ourſelves we Sad 
had few wiſe and pious inſtructors; that the 
religious amongſt our ſuperiors ſeldont took 
notice of us; that while others, in eaſe, 
have plentifully heaped up the fruit of our 
labour, we had received barely enough to re- 
lieve nature; and being wholly at the com- 
mand of others, had generally been treated. 
as a contemptible, ignorant part of man- 
kind: ſhould we, in that caſe, be leſs abject 
than they now are? Again, If oppreſſion he 

ſo hard to bear, that a wiſe man is made 

mad by it, Eccl. vii. 7. then a ſeries of thoſe 


things. altering the behaviour and manners 
of a people, is what may reaſonably he ex- 


pected. 

When our property is taken contrary ta 
our mind, by means appearing to us unjuſt, 
it is only through divine influence, and the 
enlargement of heart from thence proceed- 
ing, that we can love our reputed oppreſ- 
ſors: if the Negroes fall ſhort in this, an 
uneaſy, if not a diſconſolate diſpoſition, will 
be awakened, and remain like ſeeds in their 
minds, producing floth and many other ha- 

bits 


y U 
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ing free men, they, perhaps, had not been 


chargeable. Theſe, and other circumſtances, 
rightly conſidered, will leſſen that too great 
5 Alfa, which fome make between us and 
1 them. 5 


Integrity of heart hath appeared i in "Tine 
of them; ſo that, if we continue in the word 
of Chriſt (previous to diſciplethip; John viii. 
31.) and our conduct towards thetn he ſea- 
ſoned with his love, we may hope to ſee the 
good effeck of it: the which, in a good de- 
grec, is the caſe with ſome"into whole hands 
they have fallen; but that too many treat 


them atherwiſe, not ſeeming conſcious of 
1 neglect, is, alas ! too evident. 


1111 


When ſelf- love preſides in our minds, our 
opinions are biaſed in our own favouf; f in 


this condition, being concerned with a peo- 
ple ſo ſituated, that they have no voice to 


lead their own cauſe, there's danger of uſ- 


| ing ourſelves to an undiſturbed partiality, 
till, by long cuſtom, the mind becomes re- 
; conciled with ! it, 4d the judgment itſelf 1 in- 


fected. | 
To humbly apply to God for wiſdom, that 


we may thereby be enabled to ſee things as 


they Ware, and ought to be, is very needful ; 


hereby the hidden things of darkneſs may 


be brought to light, and the judgment made 
clear: we ſhall then conſider mankind as bre- 


5 e Though different degrees and à vari- 


Of qualifications and abilities, one de- 
Foultic om another, be admitted, yet high 
thoughts 
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thing in ſuch treatment, which upon a wiſe 
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thoughts will be laid aſide, and all men treat- 


| 5 | PAQE 2316 
ed as becometh the ſons of one father, agree- 
; MELT] 2475 | 


able to the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, 


- 


He hath laid down the, beſt criterion, 


by which, mankind ought to judge of their 


own conduct, and others judge for them, of 


theirs, one towards another, viz, * What- 


f | | | een 
«6 loever ye would that men ſhould do unto 


you, do ye even ſo to them.” I take it, 


that; all men by nature, are equally entitled 


to the equity of this rule, and under the in- 


diſpenſable obligations of it, One man ought 
not to look upon another man, or ſociety of 


men, as ſo far beneath him; but that he 
| ſhould put himſelf in their place, in all his 
actions towards them, and bring all to this 
_ teſt, viz. How ſhould I approve of thi 


duct, were I in their circumſtance, and they 


. we he 4 . inline 
in mine?“ A. Arſcot's Conſiderations, p. III. 
F bre eee 


fol. 107. 


This doArine being of a moral unchange- 


able nature, hath been likewiſe inculcated in 
the former diſpenſation ; ** If a ſtranger ſo- 
jaurn with thee in your land, ye ſhall not 


% vex him; but the ſtranger that dwelleth 
* with you, ſhall be as one, born amongſt 
you, and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf,” 


Lev, xix. 33, 34. Had theſe people come vo- 


luntary and dwelt amongſt us, to have called 
them ſtrangers would be proper; and their 
being brought by force, with regret, and a 
languiſhing mind, may well raiſe. compaſſion, 
in a heart rightly diſpoſed : but there is no- 


and 


o 
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and ju⸗ ns conſideration, will any, ways 
ee their right of being treated as ſtran- 

H the treatment which many of them 
80 with, be rightly examined and com- 
pared with thoſe precepts, ** Thou malt not 
« vex him nor opprels him; he ſhall be as 


one born amongſt you, and thou ſhalt love 


© him as thyſelf, Lev. xix. 33. Deut. xxvii. 
19. there will appear an important difference 
betwixt them. 

It may be objected there is coſt of pur- | 
chaſe, and riſque of their lives to them who 
poſſeſs em, and therefore needful that they 
make the beſt uſe of their time: in a prac- 
tice juſt and reaſonable, ſuch objections may; ' 
have weight; but if the work be wr ong from 
the beginning, there is little or no force in 
them. If I purchaſe a man who hath never 


forfeited his liberty, the natural right of 


freedom is in him; and ſhall I keep him and 
his poſterity in ſc :rvitude and ignorance ? 


„How ſhould I approve of this conduct, 


were in his circumſtances, and he in mine! * 
It may be thought, that to treat them as we 
would willingly be treated, our gain by them 
would be inconfiderable : and! it were, in di- 
vers reſpects, better that there were none in 
our country. 
We may further Legden that chey are 
now amongſt us, and thoſe of our nation the 
cauſe of their being here; that whatſoever 
difficulty accrues thereon, we are. juſtly 
chargeable with, and to bear, all inconveni- 
encies attending it, with a Friong and weighg⸗- 


IF 
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8 0 rote Dif 
ry concern of mind to do our duty by the * 
is the beſt we can do. To ſeek a Fecht 
continuing the oppreſſion, becauſe ys, hay: 
power to do it, and fee others, do, it, will, 
apprehend, not be doing as we would, be 
o 3 Thy wee ee e, 
How deeply ſoever men are involve in 
the moſt exquilite difficulties, ſincerity of 
heart, and upright walking before God, free 
ly ſubmitting to his providence, is the moſt 
ſure remedy: He only is able to relieve, not 
only perſons, but nations, in their greateſt 
calamities. „ 
David, in a great ſtrait, when the ſenſe of 
his paſt error, and the full expectation of an 
impending calamity, as the reward of it, 
were united to the aggravating his diſtreſs, 
after ſome deliberation, ſaith, Let me fall 
* now into the hands of the Lord, for very 
great are his mercies ; let me not fall in- 
to the hand of man.” 1 Chran, xxi. 13. 
To a& continually with integrity of heart, , 
above all narrow or ſelfiſh motives, is @ ſure 
token of our being, partakers of hat ſalva- 
tion which © God hath appointed for walls 
* and bulwarks, Wa. v. 20, Rom. Xv. 8. — | 
is, beyond all contradiction, a mare, happy re) 
ſituation than can ever be promiſed hy the 
utmoſt reach of art and power united, not. 
proceeding from heavenly wifdom,, , ,, 1, 
A ſupply to nature's Iawful wants, joined 
with a peaceful, humble mind, is the trueſt 
happineſs in this life ; and if here we arrive... 
to this, and remain to walk in the path Ke 
| AIC 
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the juſt, our caſe will be truly happy: and 
though herein we may part with, or miſs of 
ſome glaring ſhews of riches, and leave our 
childten little elſe but wiſe inſtructions, a 
good example, and the knowledge of ſome 
eſt employment; theſe, with the bleſſing 
9 Providence, are ſuficient tor their happi- 
neſs, and are more likely, to prove ſo, than 
laying up treaſures for them, which are of- 
ten rather a ſnare, than any real benefit; eſ- 


peciall 


ampled 


to them, who, inſtead of being ex- 
to temperance, are in all things 


taught to prefer the getting of riches, and 
to eye the temporal diſtinctions they give, as 
che principal buſineſs of this life. Theſe rea- 
dily oyerlook the true happineſs of man, as 
it reſults from the enjoyment of all things in 
[ "lake fear of God, and, miſerably ſubſtituting 
an inferior good, dangerous in the acquir- 
ing, and uncertain in the fruition, they are 
TR” to many diſappointments, and every 
Tweet carries its ſting. 
It is the concluſion of our bleſſed Lord and 
his apoſtles, as appears by their lives and 
t Jacen ae, that the higneſt delights of ſenſe, 
or maſt pleaſing objects viſible, ought ever to 
be accounted infinitely interior to that real 
intellectual | happineſs ſuited to man in his 
primitive innocence, and now to be found in 
true renovation of mind; and that the com- 
forts of our preſent life, the things moſt 
| 1 to us, ought always to be received 
> withitemiperance, and never made the chief 
85 0008 of our deſire, hope, or love: but that 
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bur whole heart and affections be principally 
looking to that“ city, which hathifounth- 
tions, whoſe maker and builder is God.“ 
Did We ſd improve the gifts beſtowed on us, 
that our children might have an education 
ſuited to theſe doctrines, and our example to 
confirm it, we might rejoice in hopes of their 


being heirs of an inheritance incorruptible. 


This inheritance, as chriſtians, we eſteem 
the moſt valuable; and how then can we fail 
to deſire it for our children? O that we were 
cConſiſtent with ourſelves, in Purſuing means 
neceſſary to obtain it! 317 

It appears, by experience, that e chil- 
dren are educated in fulneſs, eaſe and idle- 
neſs, evil habits are more prevalent, than in 
common amongſt ſuch who are prudently 
einp Ve! in the neceſſary affairs of life: and 


if children are not only educated in the way 
of ſo great temptation, but have alſo the op- 
portunity of lording it over their fellow- 


creatures, and being maſters of men in thieir 


| "16hbIdhbed, how can we hope othermafe than 
that their tender minds will be poſſeſſed with 


0 one too high for them? which, by con- 
krinuance, gaining ſtrength, will prove, like 


4 flow current, gradually ſeparating them 

from (or keeping from acquaintance with) 

that humility and meekneſs in Were alone 
f n happineſs can be enjoyed. 115 


Man is born to labour, and experiencs a- 


bundantly ſheweth, that it is for our good: 
but here the powerful lay the burthen on 
the inferior, without affording a chriſtian 


educ ation, 


— Pos 
- — —k 


P 


: 

N 

l 

[ 

4 
i" 
1386 
"+ 
4 
10 
1 


| 
"op 


268 CONSIDERATIONS on TRE 


education,” and ſuitable: opportunity of im- 


Proving; the mind, and a treatment which 
we, in their cate, thould approve, that them- 


ſelves may hve at eaſe, and fare ſumptuouſ- 


ly, and lay up riches for their poſterity, this 
ſeems to contradict the defign of Providence, 


and, I doubt, is ſometimes the effect of a 
perverted mind: for while the life of one is 
made grievous by the rigour of another, it 
entails miſery on both. 

Amongſt the manifold works of Provi- 
dence, diſplayed in the different ages of the 
world, theſe which follow (with many others) 
rt afford inſtruction. 

Abraham was called of God to leave his 
country. and kindred, to {ſojourn amongſt 
ftrangers : through famine, and danger of 
death, he was forced to flee from one king- 
dom to another : he, at length, not only had 
aſſurance of being the father of many na- 
tions, but became a mighty prince. Geneſis 


X uiii. G. 
Remarkable were the dealings of God wich 


Jacob in a low eſtate, the juſt fenſe he re- 


— of them after his advancement, ap- 

rs by his words: © I am not worthy of 
the leaſt of all thy mercies.” Geneſis xxxii. 
10. xlvur, 15. 

The numerous alllictions of Joſeph are 
very ſingular; the particular providence of 
God cherein, no leſs manifeſt : he, at length, 
became governor of Egypt's and nen _ 
| —— and virtue. | 
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The ſarics. of troubles: David paſſed thro, 


few amongat us are ignorant of; and yet ha 
afterwards ee as one of the Gy men 
of the earth. bro EX 1 4 1 
Some * a. the 1 vida as, 
pears in thoſe things, in that ſuch» who are 
intended for high ſtations, have firſt been 
very low and dejected, that truth might be 
ſealed an their hearts; and that the charac- 
ters there imprinted by bitterneſs and adver- 
ſiry, might in after years remain, ſuggeſt- 
ing compaſſionate ideas, and, in their pro- 
ſperity, quicken their regard to thoſe in the 
like condition: which yet further appears in 
the caſe of Iſrael: they were well acquaint- 
ed with grievous ſufferings. a long and rigo- 
Tons ſervitude; then,  thro' many notable e- 
vents, were made chiof amongſt the nations: 
to them we find a repetition of precepts ta 
the purpoſe aboveſaid: though, for ends a- 
greeable to infinite wiſdom, they were choſe 
as a peculiar people for a time; yet the Moſt- 
High acquaints them, that his love is not 
confined, but extends to the ſtranger; and, 
to excite their compaſſion, reminds them of 
times paſt, “ Ye were ſtrangers in the land 
of Egypt,“ Deut. x. 19. Again, Thou 
4 ſhalt not oppreſs a ſtranger, for ye know! 
the heart of a ſtranger, ſeeing e were 
ſtrangers in che land of Egypt, Exad. 


ii. 9. 


If we call to nies our beginning, ſome — 
us may ſind a time, wherein our fathers were 
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under I erer ep and manifold " 
ſufferings: |: 119741 ; [5 TUO Tt 
Relpeszing our mt in chis lawn, the 
time is ſhort ſince our beginning was ſmall | 
and number few, compared with the native 
inhabitants. He that ſleeps not by day nor 
night, hath watched over us, and kept us as 
the apple of his eye. His almighty arm hath 
been round about us, and ſaved us e ! 
danger. | 
The eG and ſolitary | deſarts in 
which our fathers paſſed the days of their 
1 grimage, are now turned into pleaſant . 
elds; the natives are gone from before us, 
and we eſtabliſhed peaceably in the poſſeſſion 
of the land, enjoying our civil and religious 
liberties; and, while many parts of the 
world have groaned under the heavy calami- 
ties of war, our habitation remains . 
and our land fruitful. | 
When we trace back the a we Have | 
trodden, and ſee how the Lord hath opened 
a way in the wilderneſs for us, to the wiſe 
it will eaſily appear, that all this was not 
done to be buried in oblivion; but to pre- 
pare a people for more fruitful returns, and 
the remembrance thereof, ought to humble 
us in proſperity, and excite in us a chriſtian 
benevolence towards our inferiors. 
If we do not conſider theſe things ariglit, 
but, through a ſtupid indolence, conceive 
views of intereſt, ſeparate: from the general 
good of the great brotherhood, and, in pur 
tuance thereof, treat our inferiors at ri 
6 gour, 
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our, to increaſe our wealth, and gain riches! 
tor our children; What them {hall-weido':! 
hen God riſeth up? and when he viſit- 
eth, what ſhall we anſwer him? did not 
<«< ne chat made us, make them? and did not 
«© one- faſhion us in the womb?” erage u 
135 14. % ier en Jorg) 
To our great maſter we ſtand 15 fall, to 
judge or condemn us as is moſt ſuitable toh is 
wiſdom or authority; my inclination is to 
perſuade, and intreat, and 1 give hints 
of my way of thinking. | t 140, fouls 
If the chriſtian religion be confidereds — 
reſpecting its doctrines, and the happy in- 
fluence which it hath on the minds _ s 
manners of all real chriſtians, it looks rea- 
ſonable to think, that the miraculous mani- 
feſtation thereof to the world, is a kindneſs 
beyond expreſſion. u 10 511 
Are we the people thus fivouteld are we!'s 
they ' whoſe minds are opened, influenced, 
and governed by the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
thereby made ſons of God? is it not a fair 
concluſion, that we, like our heavenly Fa- 
ther, ought, in our degree, to be actide in“ 
the ſame great cauſe, of the eternal happi- 
neſs of, at leaſt, our whole families, and 
more, if chereto capacitated/? | £11194 LoIQ i en 
If we, by the operation of the Spirir of 
Chriſt, become heirs with him in the king“ 
dom of his Father, and are redeemed from 
the alluring counterfeit joys of this world, 
and the joy of Chriſt remain in us; tot ſup- 
ue that one remaining in this happy con- 
dition, 
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— 7 for the ſake of earthly: riches, 
only deprive his of the 
:ectnels of freedom, (which, rightly uſed; 
is one f che greateſt remporal bleilings) but 
therewixh / neglect uſing proper means, for 
their acquaintance wich che Holy Seriptures, 


and the advantage of true religion, ſeems, 
atleaſt; a contradiction to reaſon . 


.\ Whoever rightly advocates. the cauſe of 
ſome, thereby promotes the good of all. The 
ſtate of mankind was harmonious in the 
beginning, and though fin hath introduced 
diſcord, yet, through the wonderful love of 


God, in heilt Jeſus. our Lord, the way ig 


dpen for our redemption, and means ap- 
pointed to reſtore us to primitive har 
mony. That if one ſuffer by the unfaith- 
tulneis of another, the mind, the moſt no- 
ble part of him that occaſions the di ſeorc, is 


thereby alienated from! its true and real hap- 


8. a 8. i 1 (IN 94 


Qur aw" — inderlidl is inſeparably umi 
ed, and when we negle& or miſuſe Ser- 
Tents, we neceſſarily depart from the heaven- 
ly fellowſhip, a. are in the ay to tlie 
greateſt of evilss. ee ee e 
Therefore to examine — prove · ourſelves/ 
to find what harmony the power preſiding 
in us bears with the divine nature, is a duty 
not more incumbent and nec eflary, than e 
would be beneficial. 5 2 NN hn 
In Holy Writ the Divine Being h. of 
himſelf, I am the Lord, winch exercite 
* loving-kindnels, judgment : and Tighteout® 


© neſs 
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© neſs in the earth; for in theſe things I de- 
& hght, faich the Lord,” Jer. ix. 24. Again; 
ſpeaking in the way of man, to ſhew his 
ban to Iſrael, whoſe wickedneſs had 

caſioned a calamity, and then being biun- 
bled under it, it is ſaid, His ſout was 
„ grieved for their miſeries, Judges x. 16. 
If we conſider the life of our bleſſed Saviour 
when on earth, as it is recorded by his fol- 
lowers; | we- ſhall find, that one uniform de- 
fire for the eternal, and temporal good of 
mankind, diſcovered itſelf in all his actions. 
If we obſerve men; both apoſtles and o- 
thers, in many different ages, Who have 
really come to the unity of the Spirit, and 
the fellow flip of the ſaints; there ſtill appears 
the like diſpoſition, and in them the deſire 
of the real happineſs of mankind; has out- 
balanced the deſire of eaſe, liberty, and, 
meny times, life itſ elf. | 

If upon a true ſearch, we find that otir na- 
tures are ſo far renewed, that to exerciſe righ- 
teouſneſs and loving-kindneſs (according to 
dur ability) towards all men, without reſpect 
of perſons, is eaſy to us, or is our delight; 
if our love be ſo orderly, and regular, that 
he who doeth the will of our Father, who 1s 
in heaven, appears in our view, to be our 
neareſt relation, our brother, and fiſter, and 
mother; if this be our caſe, there is a good 
foundation to hope, that the bleſſing of God 
will ſweeten our treaſures during our ſtay in 
this life, and our memory be ſavory, when 
we are entered into reſt. =? | 
. T . 5 To 
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To conclude, "Tis a truth moſt certain, 
chat a life guided by wiſdom from above, 
agreeable with juſtice, equity, and mercy, 
is,, throughout conſiſtent and amiable, and 
truly beneficial to ſociety ; the ſerenity and 
calmneſs of mind in it, aftords an unparal-' 
lelled comfort in this life, and the end of it 
is bleſſed. 

And, no leſs true, that chey, who in the 
midſt of high favours, remain ungrateful, 
and under all the advantages that a chriſtian 
can deſire, are ſelfiſh; earthly, and ſenſual, 
do mils. the true fountain of happineſs, and 
wander in a maze of dark anxiety, where all 
their treaſures are inſufficient to quiet their 
minds: hence, from an inſatiable craving, 
they neglect doing good with what they have 
acquired, and too often add oppreſſion to va- 
nity, that they may compaſs more. 

% O that they were wile, that they under- 
© ſtood this, that they would conſider their 
“latter end!“ Deut. xxxii. 29. 
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Revomninended to hs Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity of every Denomination. | 
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Ye ſhall not reſpect perſons in ae 85 but 
ye ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great: ye 
ſhall not be afraid of the 8 hy: man ; eng the 


Oh is God's. 
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Ws L our actions are of like nature with their 
| root; and the Moſt High weigheth them 
more Rrilfully than Men can weigh them one 
or another, 
J believe that one Supreme Being made and 
A porta the world; nor can I worſhip any other 
Das without. being an idolater, and guilty of” 
wickedneſs, 
He 
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. Many nations have bellevells in, and worſhip- 
ped a plurality of deities; but I do not believe 
they were therefore all wicked." "Taoldtry, Indeed 

— 11 wickedneſs; * but it is the thing, not the name, 
whith ts 45. Real idolatry it lo pay that 1985 
ration to creature, which is known, (£0 ve be 4 " duc 
any to the true Gol. 

He v0 profeſſeth to believe one RO 
Outer, amd in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 1s. 
yet mor? iutent on the honours, profits and friend 

ib of the world, than he 1s in fungleneſs, of 
heart to ſtand faithful to the chriſtian reli gion, 
ie in be channel of idolatry ; while the Gentile, 
who,” mder ſome miſtaken opinions, 1s notwith- 
flanding eftabliſhed in the true principle of vir 
te, and humbly adores an almighty porter, may. 
be of that number who Fear God, and work. | 

righteouſneſs.” 

I believe the biſhop of Rome ume a power,” 
that does not belong to any officer in the church 
of 'Obrift'; "and if 1 ſhould knowingly do any 
thing, Trending to firengthen him in that capa- 
city, it would be great iniquity. There are ma- , 
ny thouſands of people, who by their profeſſion . 1 
acknowledge him to be the repreſentative of e 
ſus Chriſt on earth; and to ſay that none = . 
them are upright in heart, would be N to 

6 my ſentiments. f A 

| Men who" jincerely NE! their minds to true. ö 

virtue, and nd an inward pron above, 

| by which nil vicious inclinations are made ſub- 

| jedt ; that. they love God fincerely, and. 2 | 

the real 2 US We wnzver, id to. their F 

o-. 
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„abe ung 3 YN 
n rivate antereſt; though theſe 75 through 41 he 
_— of education and tr radition,: e e | 
vndęr ſome ſpeculative and great grrory, it wanld 
be uncharitable to ſay, . that rene reeets | 
them. He who creates, ſupports and gives * 
den and ing 1 to all men, his knowledge. and good 
neſs i. "ſuperior, to the various Caſes and circums. 
: Pances 25 his creatures, which 40 . e the 
moſt dt | 

1 4p es. primitive chri an did 100 
ä cenſure all the Aar as wicked men, Ram. ii. 

"> Col, iii. 11, but as they were favaured with. 

gift to d ern, things. more clearly, reſpecting 

te worſhip of the, true God, they with much 
firmneſs declared againſt. the wor/bipping of... I- 
| dals; and with true patience NEE, many U. 
ferings, on that account... _ \ wpwlnd \ 

Great numbers of faithful Proto Paner. Hau 
contended for the truth, in appaſition to papal 
errors; and with true fortitude laid down their 
lives in the conflict, without ſaying, That no- 
man,was ſaved who made profeſſron 7 ee re- 
ligion.. 

15 hile wwe POR nb 7 to: FA, men. as ferns, 
wants for. term of life, but that of ſuperior pows... 
er; to do this, Ray deſign by their. labour 40 
profit ourſelves and aun families, * believe is 
wrong ; but I do not believe. that ail vuho have . 
kept laves, have therefore been. chargea ble with \, 
gui. Af. their motives thereto were free from, 
Jeu inde, and their flaves content, they were\: 
fort of freemen ; which I believe hath ſome- 
5 been the caſe. 


Whatever 
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Whatever a. man does m the RY of charity, 
to him it 1s not fin; and while be lives and a 


in this ſpirit, he learns all 1 Hential to his 


1 as an individual: and if he doth not 
fee that any injury or injuſtice, to any other per- 
fon, is neceſſarily promoted by any part of his 

m of government, [ believe the 1 


Judge will not lay iniquity to his char 
others, who live in the ſame ſpirit. el — 


from a clear convincement, may ſee the relation 


of one thing to another, and the neceſſary ten- 
dency of each ; and hence. it may be abſolutely 
binding on them. to deſiſt from ſame parts of con- 
duct, which Jome goed men. mv been 4 in. 
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PART the SECOND, 


8 ſome in moſt religious ſocieties a- 
A mongſt the Engliſh are concerned in 
| importing or purchaſing the inhabi- 
tants of Africa as ſlaves; and as the profeſ- 
ſors of chriſtianity of ſeveral other nations 
do the like; theſe circumſtances tend to make 
people leſs apt to examine the practice ſo 
cloſely as they would, if ſuch a thing had 
not been, but was now propoſed to be en- 
tered upon. It is however our duty, and 
what concerns us individually, as creatures 
accountable to-our Creator, to employ right- 
ly the underſtanding which he hath given 
us, in humbly endeavouring to be acquaint- 
ed with his will concerning us, and with the 
nature and tendency of thoſe things which 
ve practiſe: for as juſtice remains to be juſ- 
tice, ſo many people, of reputation in the 
world 


excuſe 
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hers in f Jung them, nor make 
the FA ce their dings, leſs 
dreadful 0 iſſve, "than it would. be 
er 117115 


hreouſnels ig juſtified . 


one ww 0 ahbe it 1s Uke dark matter 


gatherin into” clouds 1 us. We may 
know that this gloom. will remain till the 

cauſe be removed by a reformation, or 
change of tipnes; and may feel a deſire, from 
a love of e equity, to ſpeak 'on the occaljonj, 

et where error is ſo ſtrong, that it may not 
be ſpok Bainſt, without ſome proſpect 5 
ek to the ſpeaker, . this difficulty, 


is likely to operate on our weakneſs, e 


quench the good deſires in us; EXGcp EIT 
dwell 10 ſteadily under the weight, of it, as o 


be made willing ta“ endure hardneſs” on 


that account. | 1175 11 
Where men exert 1 Dilonts gut 
vices gen erally accounted ſuch, the ill effects 
whereof are preſently perceived in a govern- 
ment, all men who regard their,awn, tempo- 
ral good, are likely to approve the work, 
But when that which is inconſiſtent with 
perfect eq uity; hath the law, or countenance 
of the great 5 its favour, though the ten- 
geney thereof be quite contrary to the true 
happinels of mankind in an equal, if not 
greater, cee * than many things account 
ed reproa to chriſtians; yet, as theſe. ill. 


effects alt not generally perceived, they who, 


labour to diffuade from ſuch things, which 


people 
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The repeated charges, Which. ol Says 0 
his prophets, imply ine dang ger 
of erring on this Hand. Be, not. a SE orb 
„their Simpy for:I am Teh thee N deliver = 
© thee, ſaith the Lord. + Jer. 1. Nut 9 5 3 
bel the words that 1 comman bor to 


+ ſpeak to them; diminiſh not a Word.“ Jer... 
. . „% And thou, = of 2 N be not 5 
afraid of them, nor diſmayed at their 
„ looks. Speak my words to them, whether 
© they will hear or forbear,” Ezek, ii. Sg 
Under an apprehenſion of duty, 1 offer 
ſome further | conſiderations on this 12 
having endeavoured ſome years to conſider i 5 
candidiy. I have” obſerved people of our 
own colour, 'whoſe abilities have "been. j | 
rior to the affairs which relate io their « ont, 
venient ſubſiſtence, who have been | 
care of by others, and the profit o dich A 
work as they could do, Apfel towar N 
{upport.— believe there are ſuch Fong, 1 
negroes; and that ſome people, in 1. 
hands they are, keep them with no view .in 
ourwapd profit, do not conſider them as black 104 
men, who, as ſuch, ought 15 0 hit Io 
men; but account them perſons as 
need of guardians, and as fuch pgs care ape wi 
them: yet where equal care is taken in all 
parts of education, I do not apprehend, caſes, 
of this ſort are likely to occur more frequent»... 


iy on ace one 232 of people than another. 7 
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It looks to me that the ſlave trade was 
founded, and hath generally been carried on, 
in a wrong ſpirit ; that the effects of it are 


detrimental to the real proſperity of our 


country; and will be more 0, except we 


ceaſe from the common motives of keeping 
them, and treat them in future agreeable to 


truth and pure juſtice. 

Negroes may be imported, who, for their 
aral, to their countrymen, and the evil 
diſpoſition of their minds, may be unfit to 
be at liberty; and if we, as lovers of righte- 
ouſneſs, undertake the management of them, 
we ſhould have a full and clear knowledge of 
their crimes, and of thoſe circumſtances which 


might operate in their favour; but the diffi- 


culty of obtaining this is ſo great, that we 
have great reaſon to be cautious therein. 
But, ſhould it plainly appear that abſolute 


ſubjection was a condition the moſt 4 ag 


for the perſon who is purchaſed, yet the in- 
nocent children ought not to be made ſlaves, 
becauſe their parents ſinned, | 

We have account in holy: ſcripture of ſome 
families ſuffering, where mention is only made 
of the heads of the family committing wick- 
edneſs; and it is likely that the degenerate 
Jews, miſunderſtanding ſome occurrences of 
this kind, took occaſion to charge God with 
being unequal ; 1o that aſaying became com- 


mon, The Fathers have eaten ſour grapes, 


and the children's teeth are ſet on edge.” 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, two of the inſpired 
prophets, who lived near the ſame time, were 

concerned 
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concerned to correct this error. Ezekiel is 
large on the ſubject. Firſt, he reproves them 
for their error. What mean ye, that ye 
do ſo,” chap. xvii, verſe 2. As. EHV, 
e faith the Lord God, ye ſhall not have oc- 

* caſion any more to ule this proyerb in I- 
„ rael.” The words, any more, have 
reference to time paſt; intimating, that tho? 
they had not rightly underſtood ome! things 
they, had heard or ſeen, and thence ſuppoſed 
the proverb to be well grounded; yet hence- 
forth they might know of a certainty, that 
the ways of God are all equal; that as ſure 
as the Moſt High liveth, ſo ſure men are on- 
ly anſwerable for their own fins He thus 
ſums up the matter, ver. 20. The ſoul that 
„ ſinneth, it ſhall die. The ſon ſhall not bear 
* the! iniquity of the father; neither ſhall the 
6 father bear the iniquit of the ſon. The 
* righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall he up- 
00 on him; and the wickedneſs of the wicked 
+ * ſhall be upon him. 

Where men are wicked, they BAM are 
a means of corrupting the ſucceeding age 
and thereby haſten thoſe outward calamiries, 
which fall on nations, when their 1 
are full. a 
Men may purſue means which are not a- 
greeable to perfect purity, with a view to in- 
creaſe the wealth and happineſs of their off- 
ſpring, and thereby make the way of virtue 
more difficult to them. And though the ill 
example of a parent, or a multitude, does not 
excuſe a man in doing evil, yet the mind be- 


ing 
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ing early impreſſed with vicious notions and 


practices, and nurtured up in ways of get- 
ting treaſure, which are not the ways of 


truth; this wrong ſpirit getting firſt Fee 


on, and being thus ſtrengthened, frequently 
preyents due attention to the true ſpirit of 


wiſdom, ſo that they exceed in wickedneſs thoſe 


vrho li ved before them, And in this channel, 
though parents labour, as they chink, to for- 


ward the happineſs of their children, A proves | 


a means of forwarding their calamity: This 
being tlie caſe in the age next before the 


grievous calamity in the ſiege of Jeruſalem, and 


carrying Judah captive to Babylon „they might 
ſay with propriety, This came upon us, be- 


cauſe our fathers: forſook God, and becauift we | 


did worſe than our fathers. See Jer, viii, 26, 


As the generation next before them inward- a 
ly turned away from God, who yet waited 'to 


be gracious ; and as they in that age conti- 


nued in thoſe things which neceſſarily ſepa- 
rated from perfect goodneſs, growing more 


ſtubborn, till the judgments of God were 
poured out upon them; they might properly 
ſay, „ Our fathers bave ſinned, and we have 
he borne their iniquities: Lam. v. 7. And yet, 
wicked as their fathers were, had they not 
ſuccceded them in their a pee _ had 
not borne; their iniquities. PT TOS 
To ſuppoſe it right, that an Intl man 
ſhall at his day be excluded from the com- 
mon rules or juſtice; be deprived of that li- 
berty, which is the natural right of human 
creatures; and be a ſlave to others during 


life, 
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41240 5 
life, Sh accbunt of a fin comm wo Ng 
immediate parents; or a ſin committed by 
Ham, the ſon of Noah; is a ſuppoſition too 
groſs to be admitted into the mind of any 
perſon, who ſincerely defires ro be governed 


| 
by ſolid principles, iH tlas 301990 DAB Av 


It, is alledged, in 17 of tlie e ,94 
that Joſhua made ſlaves of the 1 

What men do by the command of God 
and what comes to paſs as a conſequence 01 
their neglect, are different; ſuch as: the latter” 
caſe now mentioned was. [ Ani 

It was the expreſs command of che Almigk- | 
ty to Iſrael, concerning the inhabitants of 
the promiſed land, Thou ſhalt make no 
% covenant with chem nor with their Gods: 
* They ſhall not dwell in thy land,” Exod. 


' XX111. 32. Thoſe Gibeonites came eraftily, / 


telling Joſhua, that they were come from a 


far country; that their elders had ſent them 


to make a league with the people of Ifrael; 
and as an evidence of their being foreigners, 
ſhewed their old cloaths, &c. And the 
men took of their victuals, and aſked/not” 
« counſel at the mouth of the Lord; and 
Joſhua made peace with them, and made 
** league with them, to let them live; and 
the princes ſware to them. Joſh. xcvi. 1471 1 
When the impoſition was diſcovered, the 
congregation murmured againſt the princes: 
But all the princes ſaid to all the congrega- 
tion, we have ſworn to them by the Lord ol 
+ God of Iſrael; now therefore we may not 
my touch tem ge we. „wil even let them live, 
N bas : 66 let 


- 
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« left wrath be upon us; but let them be 
* hewers of wood, and drawers of water un- 
to the congregation, | 

W roche to aſk counſel, involved Gen in 
great difficulty. The Gibeonites were of thoſe 
Cities, of which the Lord ſaid, ** Thou ſhalt 
& fave alive nothing that breatheth; ; and of 

the ſtock of the Hivites, concerning whom 
he commanded by name, Thou ſhalt ſmite 
« them, and utterly deſtroy them: Thou 
cc ſhalt "make no covenant with them, nor 
E ſhew mercy unto them,“ Deut. vii. 1. Thus 
Joſhua and the princes, not knowing them, 
had made a league with them, to let them 
live; and in this ſtrait they reſolve to make 
them ſervants. Joſhua and the princes ſuſ- 

ed them to be decervers : © Peradventure 
you dwell amongſt us: and how ſhall we 
„make a league with you?” Which words 
thew, that they remembered the command 
before mentioned ; and yet did not enquire 
at the mouth of the Lord, as Moſes directed 
Joſhua, when he gave him a charge reſpect- 
ing his duty as chief man among that people, 
Numb. xxvii. 21. By this omiſſion things 
became ſo ſituated, that Joſhua and the 
princes could not execute the judgments of 
God on them, without violating the oath 
which they had made. 

Moſes did amiſs at the waters of Meribab ; 
and doubtleſs he ſoon repented ; for the Lord 
was with him. And it is likely that Joſhua 
was deeply humbled, under a ſenſe of his 


omiſſion; for it appears that God continued 
bim 
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him in his office, and ſpared the lives of 


thoſe people, for the ſake of the e and 
oath made in his name. 55 oy 

The wickedneſs of theſe people was great, 
and they worthy to die, or perfect juſtice had 
not paſſed ſentence of death upon them; and 
as their execution was prevented by this' league 
and oath, they appear content to be ſervants: 
« As it ſeemeth good and Tignes unto thee to 
do unto us, do. 

Theſe criminals, inſtead of death,” had the 
ſentence of ſervitude pronounced on them, in 
theſe words, Now therefore ye are curſed; 
and there ſhall none of you be freed from 
„ being bondmen, and hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water for the Houſe of my 
ce God. 29 = 154158 

We find, Deut. xx. 10. that thets were 
cities far diſtant from Canaan, againſt which 
Irael went to battle; unto whom they were 


to proclaim peace, and if the inhabitants 


made anſwer of peace, and opened their 

gates, they were not to deſtroy gs: But 

make them tributaries. 
The children of Iſrael were es the Lord's 


| hoft, and executioners of his judgments on 


people hardened in wickedneſs. They were 
not to go to battle, but by his appointment. 
The men who were chief in his army, had 
their inſtructions from the Almighty; forae— 
times immediately, and ſometimes by the 
miniſtry of angels. Of theſe, amongſt others, 
were Moſes, Joſhua, Othriel, and Gideon; 
ſes Exod. iii. 2. and xviii. 19. Jeff. v. 13. 

Theſe 
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Theſe. people far off from Canaan, againſt 
whom. TE was ſent to battle, were ſo cor- 
rupt, that the creator of the univerſe ſaw it 
good to change their ſituation; and in caſe 
of their opening their gates, and coming un- 
der tribute, this their ſubjection, though = 
bably more mild than abſolute ſlavery, was 
to, laſt little or no longer than while Iſrael re- 
mained in the true ſpirit of government. 

It was pronounced by Moſes the prophet; 
as a conſequence of their wiekedneſs, The 
1 ſtranger that is within thee ſhall get above 
t© thee very high; and thow ſhalt came down 
te very low: — chall be the head, and chou 
te the tail.“ Deut. xxviii. 43, 44. 

This we find in ſome meaſure an in 
their being made tributaries to the Moabites, 
Midianites, Amorites and Philiſtine. 

It is alledged in favour of the practice of 
flave-keeping, that the Jews by their law 
made ſlaves of the Heathen, Levit. xxv. 45. 
„Moreover, of the children of the ſtrangers 
1 that do ſojourn amongſt you, ef them {hall 

* ye buy, and of their children, which are 
_ © with you, which they begat in your land; 
„ and they ſhall be your poſſeſſion; and you 
« ſhall _ them as an inheritance for your 
children after you, to inherit them as a 
E poſſeſſion, they ſhall be your bondmen for 
% ever. —— lt is difficult for us to have any 
certain knowledge of the mind of Moſes, in 
regard to keeping ſlaves, any other way than 
by looking upon him as a true ſervant of God, 
whoſe mind and e were regulated by 


an 
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an inward principle of juſtice and equity. To 
admit a ſuppoſition that he in that 5 was 
drawn from perfect equity by the alliance of 
— wnntk -would be to diſown his au- 
f de 516% ent 0 4501 3 
0 — had ſervants born in His Bout, 
and bought with his money: And the Al- 
mighty ſaid of Abraham, I know him, 
„that he will order his houſe after iim.“ 
Which implies, chat he was as a father, an 
| inſtructor, and a good governor over his p 
ple And Moſes,” conſidered as a\mari of 
God, muſt neceſſarily have had a proſpect of 
ſome real advantage in the ſtrangers and hea- 
thens being ſervants to che Fenn for a 
tinnen HIST 
As mankind had eri _ kl 
many erroneous opihions and hureful cuſs 
toms, their living and converſing with th 
Jews, while the fews'ftood' faithfirl 1 „ 
principles, might be helpful to remove thoſe 
errors, and reform their Mahner ne 
. for men; with private views, to aſſume an 
aqbſolute power over the perſons and'proper- 
ties of others; and continue it from age to 
age in the line of natural generation, wWirh- 
aut regard to the virtues and vices of their 
ſuecellors, as it is manifeſtly contrary to true 
univerſal love, and wine with pat evils, 
_ there'requires the cleareſt evidence to beget a 
belief in us, that Moſes intended that the 
ſtrai onld as ſuck be-{laves"to the Jews. 
He directed them to buy ſtrangers ers and o- 
32 * there y * ſtrang= 
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ers in Iſrael who were free men; and confi- 
dering with what tenderneſs and humanity 
the ſews, by their law, were obliged to ute 


their ſervants, and what care was to be taken 


to inſtruct them in the true religion, it is not 


unlikely chat ſome ſtrangers in poverty and 


diſtreſs were willing to enter into bonds to 


ſerve the Jews as long as they lived; and in 
ſuch cafe the Jews, by their law, had a Wakes 
to their ſervice during life 

When the awl was bored through the ear 
i the Hebrew. ſervant, the text ſaith; He 
© ſhall ſerve for ever;“ yet we do not ſup- 
poſe that by the word © for ever, it was in- 
tended that none of his poſterity thould af 
terwards be free; when it is {aid in regard to 
the ſtrangers which they bought, They 
hall be your poſſeſſion, it may be well 
underſtood to mean only the perſons ſo pur- 
chaſed; all preceding relates to buying them; 
and what follows, to the continuance of their 


ftervice, “ You ſhall take them as an inhe- 


e ritance to your children after you; they 
5+ thall be your bondmen for ever.“ It may 
he well underſtood to ſtands limited to thote 
they (purchaſed. | 1 
Moſes, directing 5 5 * Hibs: dns td 
walh their hands and feet, when they went 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, ſaith, 
It ſhall be a ſtatute for ever to them, even 
* to him and his ſeed: throughout all gene- 
{© rations.” And to expreſs the continuance 
of the law, it was his common language, 
„It thall be a ſtatute for ever throughout 
| 66 your 
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5 your generations.” So that had he intend» 
ed the poſterity of the ſtrangers ſo-purchaſed 
to continue in f{lavery to the Jews, it looks 
likely that he would have uſed ſome terns 
clearly to expreſs it. The Jews undoubtedly 
had {laves; whom they kept as ſuch from one 
age to another; but that this was" agreeable 
to the genuine "deſign of their inſpired law- 
giver, is far from being a clear caſe. 
Making conſtructions of the law contrary 
to the true meaning of it, was common a- 
mongſt that people. Samuel's ſons took 
bribes, and perverted judgment —lIfaiah 
complained that they juſtified the wicked for 
reward. Zephamah, cotemporary with 
Jeremiah, on account of the injuſtice of the 
civil magiſtrates, declared that thoſe judges 
were evening wolves ; and that the prieſts 
did violence to the law. 994 
Jeremiah acquaints us, that the prieſts 
cried peace, peace, when there was no peace; 
by which means the people grew bold in 
their wickedneſs; and having committed a- 
bominations, were not aſhamed ; but, thro? 
wrong' conſtructions of the law, they juſtifi- 
ed themſelves, and boaſtingly ſaid © We are 
© wiſe; and the law of the Lord is with us.“ 
Theſe corruptions continued till the days of 
our Saviour, who told the Phariſees, ** Yon 
% have made the commandment of God of 
©, none-effet through your tradition,” 
Thus it appears that they corrupted the 
law of Moſes; nor is it unlikely that among 
many 'vthers this was one; for oppreſſing the 
% 3314 ſtrangers 


x 
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ſtrangers was a heavy charge againſt tlie 
Jews, and very often ſtrongly repreſented by 
the Lord's faithful prophets. | 

That the liberty of man was, by the i in- 
ſpired law-giver, eſteemed precious, appears 
in this; that ſuch who unjuſtly deprived 
men of 1 it, were to be puniſhed in like man- 
ner as if they had murdered them. He 
that ſtealeth a man, and ſelleth him; or if 
he be found in his hand, ſhall ſurely be 

put to death.“ This part 'of the law was 
confiderable, that Paul, the learned Jew, 
giving a brief account of the uſes of the law, 
adds this, It was made for men=ſtealers,” 
i. 1. 10. 

The great men amongſt that people were 
exceeding oppreflive and, it is likely, ex- 
erted their whole ſtrength and influence to 
have the law conſtrued to ſuit their turns. 
The honeſt ſervants of the lord had heavy 
work with them in regard to their oppreſſi- 
on; a few inſtances follow. Thus ſaith 
% the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, a- 
mend your ways, and your doings ; and! 


„will cauſe you to dwell in this place. If 


you throughly execute judgment between 
a man and his neighbour; if you oppreſs 
% not the ſtranger, the fatherleſs and the wi- 
ce dow; and ſhed not innocent blood in this 
"4 place ; ; neither walk after other gods to 


** your Kare” then will I cauſe you co dwell. 


* 1n this place,” Jer. vii. Again a meſ- 
lage was ſent not only to che inferior mini- 


Rers of juſtice, but alfo to the chief ruler. 
Thus 
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£ Thus faith the Lord, go down to the houſe 
of the king of Judah, and ſpeak there this 
word]; execute ye judgment and righteoul- 
„% neſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the 
hand of the oppreſſor; and do no wrong; 

do no violence to the ranger, the father- 
„ leſs and the widow z neither ſhed innocent 
blood in this place.” Then adds, © Thar 
in ſo doing they ſhould proſper ; but if y ye 


„ will not hear cheſe words, I Weit by my- 
“ ſelf, ſaith the Lord, that this houſe ſhall 


* become a deſolation,” A 
The king, the princes and rulers were a- 
greed in oppreſſion before the Babylonifh 
captivity ; for whatever courts of juſtice were 
retained amongſt them; or however they de- 
cided matters betwixt men of eſtates, it is 
Plain that the cauſe of the poor was not judg- 
ed in equity. 
It appears that the great men amongſt the 
Jews were fully reſolved to have ſlaves, even 


of their own brethren, Jer. xxxiv. Notwith- 


ſtanding the promiſes and threatenings of the 


Lord, by the prophet, and their ſolemn co- 
venant to ſet them free, confirmed by the 


imprecation of paſſing between the parts of a 
calf cut in twain; intimating, by that cere- 
mony, that on breach of the covenant, it 
were juſt for their bodies to be ſo cut in 
pieces. Let after all, they held faſt to their 


old cuſtom, and called home the ſervants 


whom they had ſet free. And ye were 
** now turned, and had done right in my 
te fight, in proclaiming Hberty every man to 

T: & his 
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„his neighbour; and ye had made a cove; 
© nant before me, in the houſe which is call- 
te ed by my name; but ye turned, and pol- 
Jjuted my name, and cauſed every man his 
ſervant, whom he had ſet at liberty at their 
9 pleaſure, to return, and brought them in- 
eto ſubjection, to be unto you tor ſervants, 
e and for handmaids: therefore thus faith 
the Lord, ye have not hearkened unto me, 
in proclaiming liberty every one to his 
„ neighbour, and every one to his brother. 
Behold, 1 proclaim liberty to you, ſaich 
«© the Lord, to the ſword, to the peſtilence, 
and to the famine; and L will make you 
eto be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth. The men who tranſgreſſed my co- 
<« venant which they made, and patled be- 
«tween the parts of the calf, L will give in- 
to the hands of their enemies, and tlieir 
& dead bodies ſhall be for meat unto: the 
* fowls of the heaven, and the beaſts of the 
earthy”: 

Soon after this chele city was taken and 
burnt ; the king's {ons and the princes lain 
and the king, with the chief men of his king= 
dom, carried captive to Babylon. — Ezekiel, 
propheſying the return of that people to their 
own land, directs, „ Ye ſhall divide the 
„land by lot, for an inheritance unto you, 
and to the ſtrangers that ſojourn amongſt 
you; in what tribe the ſtranger {0journs, 
there ſhall ye give him his inheritance, 
faith the Lord God.” Nor is this particu- 
lar direction, and the authogity with which 
it 
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it is enforced, | without a tacit, implication; 
that their anceſtors had erred in their condu 
towards the ſtranger. | 160 195 od by 

Some who keep ſlaves, have doubted as to 
the equity of the practice; but as they knew 
men, noted for their piety, | who were in it, 
this, they ſay, has made their minds eaſy. 

Io lean on the example of men in doubt- 
ful caſes, is difficult: for only admit, that 
thoſe. men were not faithful and upright. to 


92 


the higheſt degree, but that in ſome particu- 


lar caſe they erred, and it may follow that 
this one caſe was the ſame, about which we 
are in doubt; and to quiet our minds by 
their example, may be dangerous to our- 


ſelves; and continuing in it, prove a ſtum- 


bling block to tender-minded people who 
ſucceed us, in like manner as their examples 
are to us. Tarn 1s 213-03. P 

But ſuppoſing charity was their only mo- 


tive, and they not foreſeeing the tendency of 


paying robbers for their booty, were not juſt- 
ly under the imputation of being partners 
with a thief, Prov. xxix. 24. but were really 
innocent in what they did, are we aflured 
that we keep them with the ſame views they 
kept them? If we keep them from no other 


motive than a real ſenſe of duty, and true 


charity governs us in all our proceedings to- 
ward them, we are ſo far ſafe: but if another 


ſpirit, which inclines our minds to the ways 


of this world, prevail upon us, and we are 
concerned for our own outward gain more 
than for their real happineſs, it will avail us 
| ; nothing 
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nothing that ſome good men have had. the 
care and management of Negroes. 

Since mankind {ſpread upon the earth, ma- 
ny have been the revolutions. attending the 
ſeveral families, and their cuſtoms and ways 
of life different from each other. This di- 
verſity of manners, though ſome are prefer- 
able to others, operates not in favour of any, 
ſo far as to jultify tliem to do violence to in- 
nocent men; to bring them from their own 


to another way of life. The mind, when 


moved by a principle of true love, may feel 
a warmth of gratitude to the univerſal father, 
and a lively ſympathy with thoſe nations, 
where divine Light has been leſs manifeſt. 

This deſire for their real good may beget a 
willingneſs' to undergo hardihips for theif 
ſakes, that the true Flow Käge of God may 
be ſpread amongſt them: but to take them 
from their own land, with views of 3 * 
ourſelves, by means inconſiſtent with 
Juſtice, is foreign to that principle w ich 
ſeeks the happineſs of the whole creation. 
Forced ſubjection, of innocent per ſons of full 
age, is inconſiſtent with right reaſon; on one 
ſide, the human mind is not naturally forti- 
fied with that firmneſs in wiſdom and good- 
neſs, neceſſary to an independant ruler; on 
the other fide, to be ſubject to the uncon- 
troulable will of a man, liable to err, is moſt 
painful and afflicting to a conſcientious Crea-" 
ture. 


divine Being, who made us; his perfection 
makes 


It is our happineſs fairhfully to Nerve the 
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makes our ſervice reaſonable; but ſo long as 
men are biaſſed by narrow ſelf-love, ſo long 
an abſolute power over other men 18 n Tor 
them. 1 
| Men, taking on them the gende of . 
others, may intend to govern reaſonably, and 
make their ſubjects more happy than they 
would be otherwiſe; but, as abſolute com- 
mand belongs only to him who is perfect, 
where frail men, in their own wills, aſſume 
ſuch command, it hath a direct tendency to 
vitiate their minds, and make them more 
unfit for government. 

Placing on men the ignominious title 
SLAVE, drefling them in uncomely gar- 
ments, keeping them to ſervile labour, in 
which they are often dirty, tends gradually 
to fix a notion in the mind, that they are a 
ſort of people below us in nature, and leads 
us to conſider them as ſuch in all our con- 
cluſions about them. And, moreover, A 
perſon which in our eſteem is mean and con- 
temptible, if their language or behaviour 
toward us is unſeemly or difreſpectful, it ex- 
cites wrath more powerfully than the like 
conduct in one we accounted our equal or 
ſuperior; ; and where this happens to be the 
caſe, it diſqualifies for candid judgment; for 
it is unfit for a perſon to fit as judge in a caſe 
where his own perſonal reſentments are ſtirr- 
ed up; and, as members of ſociety in a well 
framed government, we are mutually depen- 
dent. Preſent intereſt incites to duty, and 
makes each man attentive to the conveni- 
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cace of others; but he whoſe will is a law*to 


others, and can enforce obedience by puniſh- 


ment; he whoſe wants are ſupplied without 


feeling any obligation to make equal returns 


to his benefactor, his irregular appetites find 
an open field for motion, and he is in dan- 
ger of growing hard, and inattentive to their 


Convenience who dn for his ſupport; and 
ſo loſes that diſpoſition, ay which alone men 


are ſit to govern, 


The Englith government hath = — 


mended by candid foreigners for the diſuſe 
of racks and tortures, ſo much practiſed in 


ſome ſtates; but this multiplying flaves now 


leads to it; for where people exact hard la- 
bour of others; without a ſuitable reward, 


and are reſolved to continue in that way, ſe : 


verity to ſuch. who oppoſe them becomes the 


conſequence; and ſeveral Negroe criminals, 


among the Englith in America, have been 
execnted in a lingering, painful way, TMP 
terrifying 2 to Ochers. 

It is a happy caſe to ſet ont right, and per- 
feycre in the ſame way : a wrong beginning 
lade into many difheultieh; tor to ſupport 
one evil, another d ut tomary; two 
produces more; and the farther men proceed 
in this way, the greater their dangers, their 


doubts and fears; and the more painful and 


perplexing are their c:rcumitances ; ſo that 
ſuch who are true friends to the real and laſt- 
ing intereſt of our couutry, and candidly 
coiffidder the tendency of things, cannot but 
feel tome concern on this account. 

There 
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There is that ſuperiority in men over the 
brute creatures, and ſome of them ſo mani- 
feſtly dependent on men for a living, that for 

them to ſerve us in moderation, ſo far as re- 
lates to the right uſe of things, looks conſo- 
nant to the deſign of our Creator. 

There is nothing in their frame, nothing 
relative to the propagating their ſpecies, Which 
argues the contrary; but in men there is. 
The frame of men's bodies, and the diſpoſi- 
tion of their minds are different; ſome, Who 
are tough and ſtrong, and their minds active, 
chuſe ways of lite requiring much labour to 
ſupport them; others are ſoon weary z and 
though uſe makes labour more tolerable, yet 
ſome are leſs apt for toil than others, and 
their minds leſs ſprightly. Theſe latter la- 
bouring for their ſubſiſtence, commonly. 
chuſe a life eaſy to ſupport, being content 
with a little. When they are weary they may 
reſt, take the moſt advantageous part of the 
day for labour; and in all caſes proportion 
one thing to another, that their bodies be not 
oppreſſed. 

Now, while cach is at liberty, the latter 
may be as happy, and live as. comfortably 
as the former; but where men of the firſt 
ſort. have the latter under abſolute command, 
not confidering the odds in ſtrength and firm 
neſs, do, ſometimes, in their eager. purſuit, 
lay on burthens grievous to be borne ; by de- 
grees grow rigorous, and, aſpiring to greats. 
neſs, they increaſe oppreſſion, and the true 
order of kind Providence is ſubverted. 0 

There 
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There are weaknefles ſometimes, attending 
us, which make little or no alteration in our 
eountenances, nor much leſſen our appetite 
for food, and yet ſo affect us, as to make la- 
bour very uneaſy. In ſuch caſe maſters, in- 
tent on putting forward buſineſs, and jealoug 


of the ſincerity of their flaves, may diſhelieve 


what they fay, and grievouſly afflict them. 
Action is neceſſary for all men, and our 
exkinſtion frame requires a ſupport, which 


18 che fruit of action,. The earth muſt be 


laboured to keep us alive: labour is a proper 
part of our life; to make one anſwer the o- 
ther in ſome uſeful motion, looks agreeable 
to the deſig of our Creator. Motion, right- 
ty managed, tends to our fatisfation, health 
ant ſupport. 

Thoſe who quit all uſeful buſineſs, and live 
wholly on the labour of others, have their 
exercie to ſeek; ſome ſuch uſe leſs than their 
teaith requires; others chuſe that which, by 
the circumſtances attending it, proves utter- 
ly reverie to true happineſs. Thus, while 
ſome are divers ways diſtreſſed for want of 
an open channel of uſeful action, thoſe who 
{ſupport them ſigh, and are exhauſted in a 
ſtream too powerful for nature, ſpending their 
days with too little ceſſation from labour. 
Seed ſown with the tears of a confined op- 
preſſed people, harveſt cut down by an over- 
borne diſcontented reaper, makes bread leſs 
ſweet. to the taſte of an honeſt man, than 


that which is the produce, or juſt reward of 
„ uk 
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ſuch voluntary action, which is one proper 


art of the buſineſs of human creatures. 
Again, the weak ſtate of the human ſpe- 
cies, in bearing and bringing forth their 
young, and the helpleſs condition of their 
young beyond that of other creatures, clearly 


ſhew that Perfect Goodneſs deſigns a tender 


care and regard ſhould be exercifed toward 
them; and that no imperfect, arbitrary pow- 
er ſhould” prevent the cordial effects of that 
ſympathy, which is, in the minds of welk 
met pairs, to each other, and toward their 
offspring. A: N 1184 

In our ſpecies the mutual ties of aſſection 
are more rational and durable than in others 
below us; the care and labour of raifing out 
offspring much greater. The ſatisfaction a= 
riſing to us in their innocent company, and 
in their advances from one rational improve- 
ment to another, is confiderable, when two 
are thus joined, and their affections ſincere. 


It however happens among ſlaves, that they 


are often ſituate in different places; and thei 

feeing each other depends on the will of men, 
liable to human pafſions, and a bias in judg- 
ment; who, with views of ſelf-intereſt; may 
keep them apart more than is right. Being 


abſent from each other, and often with other 


company, there is a danger of their affections 
being ahenated, fees ol ariſing, the hap» 
pineſs otherwiſe reſulting from theiroftsprin 
fruſtrated, and the comforts of marriage de 
ſtroyed. Theſe things being conſidered cloſè- 
5 ly, 
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ly, as happening to a near friend; will ap 


pear to be hard and painful. 5 

He who reverently obferves. chat goodneft 
manifeſted by our gracious Creator toward 
the various ſpecies of beings in this world, 
will ſee, that in our frame and conſtitution 
is clearly ſhewn that innocent men, capable 
to manage for mentfakven, were not indended 
to be ſlaves. 

A perſon lately travelling e the Ne- 
groes near Senegal, hath this remark; 
„ Which way ſoever I turned my eyes on 
this pleaſant ſpot, I beheld a perfect image 
of pure nature; an agreeable ſolitude, 
*. bounded on every fide by charming land- 
00 {kips, the rural ſituation of cottages in the 
„% midſt of trees. The eaſe and indolence of 
„the Negroes reclined under the ſhade of 
their ſpreading foliage; the ſimplicity of 
their dreſs and manners; the whole reviv- 
ed in my mind the idea of our firſt parents, 
and I ſeemed to contemplate the world in 
Y its primitive ſtate.” M. Adanſon, page 55. 

Some ' Negroes in theſe parts, who have 
had an agreeable education, have manifeſted 
a brightneſs of underſtanding equal to many 
of us. A remark of this kind we find in Boſ- 
man, page 328. * 'The Negroes of Fida, 
<© ſaith he, are ſo accurately quick in their 
* merchandize accounts, that they eaſily 
* reckon as juſtly and quickly in their heads 


only, as we with the aſſiſtance of pen and 


ink, though the ſum amounts to ſeveral 
* ee 
Through 
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Through the force of long cuſtom, it ap- 
pears needful to ſpeak in relation to colour. — 
Suppoſe a white child, born of parents of the 
meaneſt ſort, who died and left him an in- 
fant, falls into che hands of a perſon, who 
endeavours to keep him a flave, ſome men 
would account him an unjuſt man in doing 


ſo, who yet appear eaſy while many black 


people, of. honeſt lives, and good abilities, 


are enſlaved, in a manner more ſhocking; 


than the caſe here ſuppoſed. This is . — 


chiefly. to the idea of ſlavery being connecte 
with ihe black colour, and liberty with the 
White and where falſe ideas are twiſted in- 


to our minds, it is with Aiken ve get 
fairly diſentangled. Y* It 

A traveller, in cloudy weather, miſſath his 
way, makes many turns while he is loſt ; {till 
forms in his mind, the bearing and ſituation 
of places, and though the ideas are wrong, 
they fix as faſt as if they were right. Find- 
ing how things are, we ſee our miſtake; yet 
the force of reaſon, with repeated obſervati- 


ons on places and things, do not ſoon remove 


thoſe falſe notions, ſo faſtened. upon us, but 
it will ſeem in the imagination as if the an- 
nual courſe of the ſun was altered; and 
though, by recollection, we are aſſured it is 
not, yet thoſe ideas do not ſuddenly leave us. 
Selfiſhneſs being indulged, clouds the un- 


derſtanding; and where ſelfiſh men, for a 


long time, proceed on their way, without 
oppoſition, the deceiveableneſs of unrighte- 
ouſneſs gets ſo rooted in their intellects, that 
5 a candid 
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2 candid examination of things relating to 
felf-intereſt is prevented; and in this cir- 
cumſtance, ſome who would not agree to 


make a ſlave of a perſon whoſe colour is like 
their own, appear eaſy in making ſlaves of 


others of a different colour, though their un- 
derſtandings and morals are equal to the ge- 
nerality of men of their own colour. 

The colour of a man avails nothing, in 
matters of right and equity. Conſider co- 
lour in relation to treaties ; by ſuch, diſputes 
betwixt nations are ſometimes ſettled. And 
ſhould the father of us all ſo diſpoſe things, 
that treaties with black men {hould ſometimes 
be neceſſary, how then would it appear a- 
mongſt the princes and ambaſſadors, to inſiſt 
on the prerogative of the white colour ? 

Whence is it that men, who believe in a 
righteous omnipotent Being, to whom all 
nations ſtand equally related, and are equal- 
ty accountable, remain ſo eaſy in it; but for 
that the ideas of Negroes and ſlaves are fo 
interwoven in the mind, that they do not 
diſcuſs this matter with that candour and 
freedom of thought, which the caſe juſtly 
calls for ? | | 

To come at a right feeling of their condi- 
tion, requires humble ſerious thinking; for, 
in their preſent ſituation, they have but little 
to engage our natural affection in their fa- 
vour. . | 

Had we a ſon or a daughter involved in 
the ſame caſe, in which many of them are, it 
would alarm us, and make us feel their con- 
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dition without ſetking for it. The 9 98 
of an intimate friend will incite our compat- 
ſion, while others, equally good, in the like 
trouble, will but little affect us. 


Again, the man. in orldly honour, whos | 


we confider as our fu 9 25 treating us with 
„begets a return of 
gratitude and *riendſhip toward him. We 


may receive as great benefits from men a de- 


gree lower than outſelves, in the common 
way of reckoning, and feel ourſelves le 
engaged in favour of them. Such is our 
condition by nature ; and theſe things be- 
ing narrowly watched and examined, will be 


found to center in ſelf- love. 


The blacks ſeem far from being our n 
folks, and did we find an agreeable diſpoſiti- 
on and ſonnd underſtanding in ſome of them, 
which appeared as a good foundation for a 


true friendſhip between us, the diſgrace ariſ- 


ing from an open friendſhip with a perſon of 


ſo vile a ſtock, in the common eſteem, would 


naturally tend to hinder it —They have nei- 
ther honours, riches, outward, magnificence 


nor power ; their dreſs coarſe, and often rag- 


ged ; their employ. drudgery, and much in 


the dirt: they have little or nothing at com- 


mand; but muſt wait upon and work for o- 


thers, to obtain the neceſſaries of life ; ſo 
that, in their preſent ſituation, there is not 


much to engage e, the friendſhip, or move the 
affection of ſelfiſn men: but ſuch who live! in 
the Bt of true charity, to ſympathiſe with 

— — 
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the afflicted in the loweſt ſtations of life, is 
a thing familiar to them. 

Such is the kindneſs of our Creator, that 
people, applying their minds to found wiſ- 
dom, may, in general, with moderate exer- 
ciſe, live comfortably, where no miſapplied 
power hinders it. We 1n theſe parts have 
cauſe gratefully to acknowledge it. But men 
leaving the true uſe of things, their lives are 
leſs calm, and have leſs of real happineſs in 
them. 

Many are deſirous of purchaſing and keep- 
ing ſlayes, that they may live in ſome mea- 
ſure conformable to thoſe cuſtoms of the 
times, which have in them a tincture of lux- 
ury ; for when we, in the leaſt degree, de- 
part from that uſe of the creatures, for which 
the Creator of all things intended them, there 
luxury begins. 

And if we conſider this way of life ſeri- 
ouſly, we {hall ſee there is nothing in it ſuf- 
ficient to induce a wiſe man to chuſe it, be- 


fore a plain, ſimple way of living. If we 


examine ſtately buildings and equipage, de- 
licious food, ſuperfine cloaths, filks and 
linens; if we conſider the {ſplendour of choice 
meta] faſtened upon raiment, and the moſt 
ſhowy inventions of men; it will yet appear 
that the humble-minded man, who is con- 
tented with the true uſe of houſes, food and 

arments, and chearfully exerciſeth himſelf 


agreeable to his ſtation in civil ſociety, to 


earn them, acts more reaſonably, and diſ- 
covers 
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covers more ſoundneſs of underſtanding in 
his conduct, than ſuch who lay heavy bur- 
dens on others, to ſupport themiclves in a 
luxurious way of living. ; 

George Buchanan, in his hiſtory of Scot- 
land, page 62, tells of ſome ancient inhabi- 
tants of Britain, who were derived from a 
people that had a way of marking their 
bodies, as ſome ſaid, with inſtruments, of 
iron, with varicty of pictures, and with ani- 
mals of all ſhapes, and wear no garments, 
that they ſhould not hide their pictures; and 
were therefore called Picts.“ 

Did we ſee thoſe people ſhrink with pain, 
for a conſiderable time together, under the 
point or edge of this iron inſtrument, and 
their bodies all bloody with the operation ; 
did we ſee them ſometimes naked, ſuffering 
with cold, and refuſe to put on garments, 
that thoſe imaginary enſigns of grandeur 
might not be concealed, it is likely we ſhould 
pity their folly, and fondneſs for thoſe things: 
but if we candidly compare their conduct, 
in that caſe, with ſome conduct amongſt 
ourſelves, will it not appear that our folly is 
the greateſt ? ? 

In true goſpel ſimplicity, free from all 
wrong ule of things, a ſpirit which breathes 
peace and good will is cheriſhed ; but when 
we aſpire after imaginary grandeur, and ap- 
ply to ſelfiſh means to attain our 'end, this 


= detire, in its original, is the ſame with the 


Picts f in cutting figures on their bodies ; but 
A 2 the 
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the evil conſequences attending our proceed- 
ings are the greateſt. 


A covetous mind, which ſeeks opportuni- 
ty to exalt itſelf, is a great enemy to true 


harmony in a country: envy and grudging 
_ uſually accompany this diſpoſition, and it 
tends to ſhr up its likeneſs in others. And 
where this diſpoſition ariſeth ſo high, as to 
embolden us to look upon honeſt induſtrious 
men as our own property during life, and to 
keep them to hard labour, to ſupport us in 
thoſe cuſtoms which have not their founda- 
tion in right reaſon; or to uſe any means of 
oppreſſion; a haughty ſpirit is cheriſhed on 


one ſide, and the deſire of revenge frequent- 


ly on the other, till the inhabitants of the 
land are ripe for great commotion and trou- 
ble; and thus luxury and oppreſſion have 
the ſeeds of war and deſolation in them. 


Some Account of the SLAVE-TRAPDR, 


From the writings of perſons who have been 
at the places where they are firſt purchaſed, 


VIZ. 


B OSMAN on Guinea, who was a factor 
for the Dutch about ſixteen years in that 
country, (page 339) thus remarks : But 
< ſince I have ſo often mentioned that com- 
«© merce, I ſhall deſcribe how it is managed 

* by our factors. The firſt buſineſs of one 
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of our factors, when he comes to Fida, is 
to ſatisfy the cuſtoms of the king, and the 
great men, which amounts to about one 
hundred pounds, in Guinea value, as the 
goods mult ſell there. After which we 
have free licence to trade, which is pub- 
liſhed throughout the whole land by the 
cryer. And yet. before we can deal. with 
any perſon, we are obliged to buy the 
king's whole ſtock of ſlaves, at a ſet price; 
which is commonly one third or fourth 
higher than ordinary. After which, we 
have free leaye to deal with all his ſubjects, 
of what rank ſoever. But if there happen. 
to be no ſtock of ſlaves, the factor muſt 
reſolve to run the riſk of truſting the in- 
habitants with goods, to the value of one 
or two hundred ſlaves; which commodi- 
ties they ſend into the inland country, in 
order to buy with them {ſlaves at all mar- 
kets, and that ſometimes two hundred 
miles deep in the country: for you ought - 


to be informed, that markets of men are 


here kept in the ſame manner as they of 
beaſts are with us. 
Moſt of the ſlaves which are offered to 
us, are priſoners of war, which are ſold 
by the .victors as their booty. When 
theſe ſlaves come to Fida, they are put in 
priſons all together ; and when we treat 
concerning them, they are all brought out 
in a large plain, where, by our ſurgeons, 
whoſe province it is, they are thoroughly 
ned even to the ſmalleſt member, 

( and 
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© and that naked, both men and women, 
without the leaſt diſtinction or modeſty, 
*© Thoſe which are approved as good, are ſet 
on one ſide. The invalids and maimed 
being thrown out, the remainder are num- 
* bered, and it is entered who delivered 
them: in the mean while a burning iron, 
with the arms or name of the company, 
lies in the fire, with which ours are mark- 
ed on the breaſt. This is done, that we 
* may diſtinguiſh them from the flaves of 
the Engliſh, French, or others. When 
** we have agreed with the owners of the 
** flaves, they are returned to their priſons, 
* where, from that time forward, they are 
% kept at our charge, coſt us two-pence a 
* day a flave, which ſerves to ſubſiſt them, 
like our criminals, on bread and water: 
ſo that, to fave charges, we ſend them on 
board our ſhips the firſt opportunity; be- 
„ fore which their maſters ſtrip them of all 

they have on their backs, ſo that they 
| « come aboard ſtark naked, as well women 
* as men; in which condition they are o- 
* bliged to continue, if the maſter of the 
„ ſhip is not ſo charitable (which he com- 
60 monly is) as to beſtow ſomething on them, 
*© to cover their nakedneſs. 

Same author, page 310. The inhabi- 
c tants of Popo, as well as thoſe of Coto, de- 
„ pend on plunder, and the ſlave- trade, in 
* both which they very much exeeed the lat- 
0 ter; for being endowed with more courage, 
ka they rob more ſucceſsfully, and by that 
„ means 
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means increaſe their trade: notwithſtand- 


ing which, to freight a vellel with flaves, 


requires ſome months attendance. In the 
year 1697, in three days time I could get 
but three ſlaves; but they aſſured me, that 
if I would have patience for other three 
days only, they ſhould be able to deliver 
me one or two hundred.” 


* 


Boſman, page 440. We caſt anchor at 


cape Mizurada, but not one Negroe coming 
on board, I went on ſhore; and being deſi- 
rous to be informed why they did not come 
on board, was anſwered, That about two 
months before, the Engliſh had been there 
with two veſſels, and had ravaged the coun- 
try, deſtroyed all their canoes, plundered 
their houſes, and carried off ſome of their 
people for ſlaves; upon which the re- 
mainder fled to the inland country. They 
tell us, they live in peace with all their 
neighbours, and have no notion of any 
other enemy than the Engliſh ; of which 
nation they had taken ſome then : and 


publickly declared, that they would en- 


deavour to get as many of them, as the 
two mentioned ſhips had carried off of 
their natives. Theſe unhappy Engliſh 
were in danger of being ſacrificed to the 
the memory of their friends, which ſome 
of their nation carried off,” | 


> 
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EXTRACTS from a Collection of 
VoYaGEs. Vol. I. 


LN, I E author, a popiſh miſſionary, ene 


ing of his departing from the Negroe 
country to Brazil, ſaith, “ I remember the 


duke of Bambay (a Negroe chief) one day 
ſent me ſeveral blacks, to be my ſlaves, which 


I would not accept of; but ſent them back 
to him. I afterwards told him, I came not 
into his country to make e but rather 
to deliver thoſe from the ſlavery of the devil, 

whom he kept in miſerable thraldom. The 
hip I went aboard was loaded with elephants 
teeth, and ſlaves, to the number of ſix hun- 
dred and eighty men, women and children. 
It was a pitiful ſight to behold how all theſe 
people were beſtowed, The men were ſtand- 
ing in the hold, faſtened one to another with 
. ſtakes, for ſoar they ſhould riſe and kill the 


whites : the women were between tlie decks, - 


and thoſe that were with child in the great 

cabbin : the children in the ſteerage, preticd 

together like herrings in a barrel; which 

cauſed an intolerable heat and ſtench. jy Page 
50 

z 45 It is now time (Gith the ſame author) 

to ſpeak of a brutiſh cuſtom theſe people 


have amongſt them in making ilaves; which 


I take not to be lawful for any perſon of a 
good conſcience to buy.” — 
He then deſcribes how women betray 1 men 
into ſlavery, and adds, There are others 
going up into the inland country, and, thro' 
pretence 
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pretence of juriſdiction, ſeize men upon any 
trifling offence, and .ſell them for ge, 
Page 57% : 

The author of this treatiſe, converfing. with 
a perſon of good credit, was informed by him, 
that in his youth, while in England, he was 
minded to come to America, and happening 
on a veſſel bound for Guinea, and from. 
thence into America, he, with a view to ſee 
Africa, went on board her, and continued | 
with them in their voyage, and ſo came into 
this country, Among other circumſtances 
he related theſe, ** They purchaſed on the 
coaſt about three hundred ſlaves; ſome of 
them he underſtood were captives of war; 
ſome {ſtolen by other Negroes privately. 
When they had got many ſlaves on board, 
but were ſtill on that coaſt, a plot was laid 
by an old Negroe, notwithſtanding the men 
had irons on their hands and feet, to kill the 
Englith and take the veſſel ; which being diſ- 
covered, the man was hanged, and many of 
the ayes made to thoot at him as he hung 
up.“ 

Another flave was charged with having a 
deſign to kill the Engliſh; and the captain 
ſpoke to him in relation to the charge brought 
againſt him, as he ſtood on deck; whereup- 
on, he immediately threw himſelf into the 
ſea, and was drowned.” 

« Several Negroes, confined on board, were, 
he ſaid, ſo extremely uncaſy with their con- 
dition, that after many endeavours uſed, 
they could never make them eat nor drink 

after 
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after they came in the veſſel; but in a deſpe- 
rate reſolution ſtarved themſelves to death, 
behaving toward the laſt like mad-men.“ 
In Randall's geography, printed 1744, we 
are informed, That in a time of full peace 
nothing is more common than for the Negroes 
of one nation to ſteal thoſe of another, and 
ſell them to the Europeans. It is thought 
that the Engliſh tranſmit annually near fifty 
thouſand of theſe unhappy creatures; and 


the other European nations together, about 


two hundred thouſand more. 

It is through the goodneſs of God that che 
reformation from groſs idolatry and barbari- 
ty hath been thus far effected; if we confi- 
der our conditions as chriſtians, and the be- 
nefits we enjoy, and compare them with the 
condition of thoſe people, and conſider that 
our nation trading with them for their coun- 
try produce, have had an opportunity of im- 
parting uſeful inſtructions to them, and re- 
member that but little pains have been taken 
therein, it muſt look like an indifference in 
us. But when we reflect on a cuſtom the 
molt thocking of any amongſt them, and re- 
member that, with a view to outward gain, 


we have joined as parties in it; that our con- 


rence with them in their barbarous pro— 
Cs has tended to harden them in cru- 
city, and been a means of increaſing calami- 
ties 12 their country, we muſt own that 
herein we have acted contrary to thoſe wor- 
thies whoſe lives and ſubſtance were ſpent in 
propagating truth and aha —_—_ 
rag 
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the heathen, When Saul, by the hand of 
Doeg, flew four ſcore prieſts at once, he had 
a jealouſy that one of them at leaſt was con- 
federate with David, whom he conſidered as 
his enemy. Herod flaying all the male 
children in Bethlehem of two years old and 
under, was an act of uncommon cruelty 3 but 
he ſuppoſed there was a male child there, 
within that age, who was likely to be king 
of the Jews, and fii:ding no way to deſtroy 
him, but by deſtroying them all, thought 
this the moſt effectual means to ſecure the 
kingdom to his own family. 

When the ſentence againſt the proteſtants 
of Marindol, &c. in France, was put in ex 
ecution, great numbers of people fled to the 
wilderneſs; amongſt whom were ancient 
people, women great with child, and others 
with babes in their arms, who endured cala- 
mities grievous to relate, and in the end ſome 
periſhed with hunger, and many were de- 
ſtroyed by fire and ſword; but they had this 
objection againſt them, That they obſtinately 
perſiſted in oppoſition to holy mother church, 
and being hereticks, it was right to work 
their ruin and extirpation, and raze out their 
memory from among men. Fox's Acts and 
Monuments, page 646. i 

In favour of thoſe cruelties, every one had 
what they deemed a plea. Theſe ſcenes of 
blood and cruelty among the barbarous in- 
habitants of Guinea, are not leſs terrible 
than thoſe now mentioned. They are con- 
n from one age to another, and we make 

ourſelves 
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ourſelves parties and: fellow-helpers in them; 


nor do I ſee that we have any plea in our fa- 
vour more plauſible than the plea of Saul, of 
Herod, or the French in thoſe flaughters. 

Many who are parties in this trade, by 
knoping. ſlaves with views of ſelf-intereſt, 
were they to go as ſoldiers in one of theſe in- 
land expeditions to catch ſlaves, they muſt 
neceſſarily grow diſſatisfied with ſuch em- 
ploy, or ceaſe to profeſs their religious prin- 
ciples. And though the firſt and moſt ſtrik- 
ing part of the ſcene is done at a great diſ- 
tance, and by other hands, yet every one 
who is acquainted with the circumſtances, 
and notwithſtanding joins in it for the fake 
of gain only, mult, in the nature of things, 
be chargeable with the others, 

Should we conſider ourſelves preſcnt as 
ſpectators, when cruel Negroes privately 
catch innocent children, who are employed 
in the fields; hear their lamentable cries, 
under the moſt terrifying apprehenſions; or 
ſhould we look upon it as happening in our 
own fam::ics, having our children carried 
off by ſavages, we mult needs own, that 
ſuch proceedings are contrary to the nature 
of chriſtianity: ihould we meditate on the 
wars which are greatly increaſed by this 
trade, and on that affliction which many 
thoufands live in, through apprchenſions. of 
being taken or flain ; on the terror and a- 
mazement that villages are in, when ſur- 
rounded. by theſe troops of cnterpriſers ; on 
the great pain and miſery of groaning dying 

men, 
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men, who get wounded in thoſe ſkirmiſhes ; 
we thall neceſſarily ſee, that it is impoſſible 
to be parties in ſuch a trade, on the motives 
of gain, and retain our innocence. 

Should we conſider the caſe of multitudes 
of thoſe people, who in a fruitful ſoil, and 
hot climate, with a little labour, raiſe grain, 
roots and pulſe to eat; ſpin and weave cot- 
ton, and faſten together the large feathers of 
fowls, to cover their nakedneſs; many af 
whom, in much ſimplicity, live inoffeuſively 
in their cottages, and take great comfort in | 
raiſing up children. 

Should we contemplate on their circum- 
ſtances, when ſuddenly attacked, and labour 
to underſtand their. inexpreſſible anguith of 
ſoul, who ſurvive the conflict; ſhould we 
think on inoffenſive women, who fled at the 
alarm, and at their return ſaw that village, 
in which they and their acquaintance were 
raiſed up, and had pleaſantly ſpent cheir 
youthful days, now lying in a gloomy deſo- 
lation; ſome ſhocked at finding the mangled 
bodics of their near friends amongſt the ſlain; 
others bemoaning the abſence of a brother, a 
fiſter, a child, or a whole family of children, 
who, by cruel men, are bound and carried 
to market, to be ſold, without the leaſt hopes 
of ſeeing them again: add to this, the af- 
flicted condition of theſe poor captives, who 
are ſeparated from family connections, and 
all the comforts ariſing from friendſhip and 
acquaintance, carried amongſt a people of -a 
range language, to be parted from their 

fellow 
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tellow captives, put to labour in a manner 
more ſervile and weariſome than what they 
were uſed to, with many ſorrowful circum- 
{ſtances attending their ſlavery; and we muſt 
neceſſarily ſee, that it belongs not to the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt to be parties in ſuch a trade, 
on the motives of outward gain. 

Though there were wars and deſolation a- 

mong the Negroes, before the Europeans be- 
gan to trade there for ſlaves, yet now the ca- 
lamities are greatly increaſed, ſo many thou- 
ſands being annually brought from thence; 
and we, by purchaſing them, with views of 
ſelf-intereſt, are become parties with them, 
and acceſſary to that increaſe. 
In this caſe, we are not joining againſt an 
enemy who is fomenting diſcords on our con- 
tinent, and uſing all poſſible means to make 
ſla ves of us and our children ; but againſt a 
people who have not injured us. 

If thoſe who were ſpoiled and wronged, 
ſhould at length make ſlaves of their oppreſ— 
ſors, and continue {ſlavery to their poſterity, 
it would look rigorous to candid men: but 
to act that part toward a people, when nei- 
ther they nor their fathers have injured us, 
hath ſomething in it extraordinary, and re- 

uires our ſerious attention. 

Our children breaking a bone; getting bs 
bruiſed, that a leg or an arm muſt be raken 
oft ; loſt for a few hours, ſo that we deſpair 
of their being tound again ; a friend hurt, 
ſo that he dieth in a day or two; theſe move 
us with grief: and did we attend to theſe 

| ſcenes 
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ſcenes in Africa, in like manner as if they 
were tranſacted in our preſence; and ſympa- 
thiſe with the Negroes, in all their afflictions 
and miſeries, as we do with our children or 
friends: we ſhould be more careful to do no- 
thing in any degree helping forward a trade 
productive of ſo many, and ſo great calami- 
ties. Great diſtance makes nothing in our 
favour. To willingly join with unrighte- 
ouſneſs, to the injury of men who live ſome 
thouſand miles oft, is the ſame in ſubſtance, 
as joining with it to the injury of our nate 
bours. 

In the eye of pure juſtice, actions are re- 
garded according to the ſpirit and diſpoſition 
they ariſe from: ſome evils are accounted 
ſcandalous, and the deſire of reputation may 
keep ſelfiſh men from appearing openly in 
them; but he who is thy on that account, 
and yet by indirect means promotes that 
evil, and thares in the profit of it, cannot 
be innocent. 

He who, with a view to ſelf-intereſt, loam 
a ſlave, made ſo by violence, and only on the 
{trength of ſuch purchaſe holds him a flave, 
thereby joins hands with thoſe who commit- 
ted that violence, and in the nature of things 
becomes chargeable with the guilt. 

Suppoſe a man wants a ſlave, and bein 
in Guinea, goes and hides by the path where 
boys paſs from one little town to another, and 
there catches one the day he expects to ſail; 
and taking him on board, brings him home, 
without any aggravating circumſtances. Sup- 

pole 
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poſe another buys a man, taken by them 


who live by plunder and the flave-trade : 


they often ſteal them privately, and often 
ſhed much blood in getting them. He who 
buys the ſlaves thus taken, pays thoſe menfor 
their wickedneſs, and makes himſelf paſty 
with them. 

Whatever nicety of diſtinction there may 
be, betwixt going in perſon on expeditions to 
catch ſlaves, and buying thoſe, with a view 
to ſelf-intereſt, which others have taken; it 
is clear and plain to an upright mind, that 
ſuch diſtinction is in words, not in ſubſtance; 
for the parties are concerned in the ſame 
work, and have a neceſſary connection with, 
and dependance on, each other; for were 
there none to purchaſe ſlaves, they who live 
by ſtealing and ſelling them, would of con- 
ene do leſs at it. a 

Some would buy a Negroe brought from 
Guinea, with a view to ſelf-intereſt, and 
keep him a ſlave, who yet would ſeem to 
ſcruple to take arms, and join with men em- 
ployed in taking ſlaves. 

Others have civil Negroes, who were — 
in our country, capable and likely to ma- 
nagggpell for themſelves; whom they keep 
as flaves, without ever trying them with 
freedom, and take the profit of their labour 
as a part f their eſtates, and yet diſap- 
prove gs them from their own coun- 


He. Wecoroes had come hag as mer- 


chants, with their wy and gold duſt, in 
order 
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order to trade with us, and ſome powerful 
perſon had took their effects to himſelf, and 
then put them to hard labour, and ever after 
conſidered them as ſlaves, the action would 
be looked upon as unrighteous. TT TT 
Thoſe Negroe merchants having children 
after their being among us, whoſe endow- 
ments and conduct were like other people's in 
common, ifon their attaining to mature age, 
and requeſting. to have their liberty, they 
ſhould be told they were born in ſlavery, 
and were lawful ſlaves, and therefore their 
requeſt ſhould be denied; ſuch conduct to 
ward them, would be looked upon as unfair 
and oppreſſive. os oy 
In the preſent caſe, relating to home-born 
Negroes, whoſe underſtandings and behaviour 
are as good as common among other people, 
af we have any claim to them as ſlaves, that 
claim is grounded on their being the chil- 
dren or offspring of flaves, who, in general, 
were made ſuch through means as unrighte- 
ous, and attended with more terrible circum- 
ſtances than the caſe laſt ſuppoſed ; ſo that 
when we trace our claim to the bottom, theſe 


home-born Negroes having paid for their 


| education, and given reaſonable ſecuniff to 


thoſe who owned them, in caſe of their be- 
coming chargeable, we have no more equit- 
able right to their ſervice, thall@ ſhould if 
they were the children of holler 

who came from Guinea in an Ewllf 1 
to trade with us, 3 


* 
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If we claim any right to them as the chil- 

dren of {laves, we build on the foundation 
laid by them, who made flaves of their an- 
ceſtors; ſo that of neceſſity we muſt either 
juſtify the trade, or relinquiſh our right to 
them, as being the children of flaves. 

Why ſhould it ſeem right to honeſt men to 
make advantage by theſe people, more than 
by others? Others enjoy freedom, receive 
wages equal to their work, at or near ſuch 
time as they have diſcharged theſe equitable 
obligations they are under to thoſe who edu- 
cated them. 


% 


Theſe have made no contract 
to ſerve ; been no more expenſive in raiſing 
up than others, and many of them appear as 
likely to make a right ule of freedom as o- 
ther people; which way then can an honeſt 
man withhold from them that liberty, which 
is the free gift of the Moſt High to his rati- 
onal creatures? 3 

Tu E upright in heart cannot ſucceed the 
wicked in their wickedneſs; nor 1s it conſo- 
nant to the life they live, to hold faſt an ad- 
vantage unjuſtly gained. 1 
The Negroes who live by plunder, and the 
flave-trade, ſteal poor innocent children, in- 
vade their neighbours territories, and ſpill 
mul blood to get theſe ſlaves: and can it 
be poſſible for an honeſt man to think that, 
with a vie ſelf-intereſt, we may continue 
Javery ti otispring of theſe unhappy 
Jufferers, Merely becauſe they are the chil- 
dren of ſlaves, and not have a ſhare of this 
guilt ? | Her Ir 
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It is granted by many, that the means uſed 
in getting them are unrighteous, and tat 
buying them, when brought here, is wrong; 
yet as ſetting them free is attended with ſome 
difficulty, they do not comply with it; but 
ſeem to be of the opinion, that to give them 


food and raiment, and keep them ſervants, 


without any other wages, is the beſt way to 
manage them that they know of: and hoping 


that their children after them will not be 


cruel to the Negroes, conclude to leave them 
as ſlaves to their children. 

While preſent outward intereſt is the chief 
object of our attention, we ſhall feel many 


. objections in our minds againſt renouncing 


our claim to them, as the children of ſlaves ; 
for being prepoſſeſſed with wrong opinions, 
prevents our ſeeing things clearly, which, 
to indifferent perſons, are eaſy to be ſeen; '- 
. Suppole a perſon ſeventy years paſt, in low 
circumſtances, bought a Negroe man and 
woman, and that the children of ſuch perſon 


are now wealthy, and have the children of 


ſuch flaves. Admit that the firſt Negroe man 
and his wife did as much buſineſs as their 
maſter and miſtreſs, and that the children of 
the flaves have done ſome more than their 


young maſters : ſuppoſe, on the whole, that 


the expence of living has been leſs on the 
Negroes fide, than on the other (all which 
are no improbable ſuppoſitions) it follows, 


that in equity theſe Negroes have a right to a 


part of this increaſe; that ſhould ſome diffi- | 
cultics ariſe on their being ſet free, there is 
4 reaſon 
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reaſon- for us patiently. to en through 
them. 

As the nondudt of men varies, , relating to 
civil ſociety; ſo different treatment is juſtly 
due to them. Indiſcreet men occaſion trou- 
ble in the world; and it remains to be the 
care of ſuch, who ſeek the good of mankind, 
to admoniſh as they find occaſion. 

The ſlothfulneſs of ſome of them, in pro- 
viding for themſelves and families, it is like- 
ly, would require the notice of their neigh- 
bours; nor is it unlikely that ſome would, 
with Juſtice, be made ſervants, and others 
puniſhed for their crimes. Pure juſtice points 

out to each individual their due; but to de- 
hy a people the privilege of human creatures, 
on a ſuppoſition that, being free, many of 
them would be troubleſome to us, is to mix 
the condition of good and bad men together, 
and treat the whole as the worſt of them de- 
ſerve. 
If we ſeriouſly conſider, that liberty is the 
right of innocent men; that the mighty God 
is a refuge for the oppreſſed ; that in reality 
we are indebted to them; that they being ſet 79 
free, are ſtill liable to the penalties of our 
laws, and as likely to have puniſhment for c 
their crimes as other people: this may an= 
ſwer all our objections. And to retain them 
in perpetual ſervitude, without juſt cauſe for | 
it, will produce effects, in the event, more 
grievous than ſetting them free would do, 
when a real love to truth and equity was the 
motive to it. | 
Our 
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Our authority over them ſtands originally 


in a purchaſe made from thoſe who, as to 
the general, obtained theirs by unrighteouſ- 
neſs. Whenever we have recourſe to ſuch 
authority, it tends more or leſs to obſtruct 
the channels, through which the en 
plant in us receives nouriſhment. 

There is a principle, which is pure, cad 
in the human mind, which in difterent places 
and ages hath had different names; it is, 
however, pure, and proceeds from Gocl.— 
It is deep, and inward, confined to no forms 
of religon, nor excluded from any, where 
the heart ſtands in perfect ſincerity. In 
whomſoever this takes root, and grows, of 
what nation ſoever, they become brethren, 
in the beſt ſenſe of the expreſſion. Uſing 
ourſelves to take ways which appear molt ea- 


ſy to us, when inconſiſtent with that purity 


which is without beginning, we thereby ſet 
up a government of our own, and deny obe- 
dience to him, whoſe ſervice 1s true hberty. 
He that hath a ſervant, made ſo wrongful- 
ly, and knows it to be ſo, when he treats 


him otherwiſe than a free man, when he 


reaps the benefit of his labour, without pay- 
ing him ſuch wages as are reaſonably due to 
free men for the like ſervice, cloaths except- 
ed; theſe things, tho done in calmneſs, 
without any ſhew of diſorder, do yet deprave 
the mind in like manner, and with as great 
certainty, as prevailing cold congeals water. 
Thele ſteps taken by maſters, and their con- 
duct ſtriking the minds of their children, 
Whilſt 


A 
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whilit young, leave leſs room for that which 
is good to work upon them. The cuſtoms 
of their parents, their neighbours, and the 
people with whom they converſe, working 
vpon their minds; and they, from thence, 
conceiving ideas of things, and modes of 
conduct, the entrance into their hearts be- 
comes, in a great meaſure, ſhut up againſt 
the gentle movings of uncreated purity. 
Prom one age to another, the gloom grows 
chicher aud darker, till error gets eſtabliſhed 
ty g2,zal opinion; that whoever attends to 

ect goodneſs, and remains under the 
melting influence of it, finds a path un- 
Known to many, and ſees the neceſſity to lean 
upon the arm of divine ſtrength, and dwell 
alone, or with a few, in the right commit- 
ting their cauſe to him, who is a refuge for 
his people, in all their troubles. 

Where, through the agreement of a mul- 
titude, ſome channels of juſtice are ſtopped, 
and men may ſupport their characters as juſt 
men, by being juſt to a party, there is great 
danger of contracting an alliance with that 
{pirit, which ſtands in oppoſition to the God 
of love, and ipreads diſcord, trouble, and 
vexation among ſuch who give up to the in- 
fluence of it. 

Negroes are our fellow creatures, and their 
preſent condition amongſt us requires our 
{ſerious conſideration. We know not the 
time when thoſe ſcales, in which mountains 
are weighed, may turn. The Parent of 


mankind is gracious: his care is over his 
ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt creatures ; and a multitude of men. 
eſcape not his notice: And though many of 
them are trodden down, and deſpiſed, yet 
he remembers them: he ſeeth their affliction, 
and looketh upon the ſpreading increaſing 
exaltation of the opprellor. He turns the 


channels of power, humbles the moſt haughty 


people, and gives deliverance to the oppreſ- 
ſed, at ſuch periods as are conſiſtent with his 
infinite juſtice and goodneſs. And wherever 
gain is preferred to equity, and wrong things 
publickly encouraged to that degree, that 
wickedneſs takes root, and ſpreads wide a- 
mongſt the inhabitants of a country, there 
is real cauſe for ſorrow to all ſuch, whoſe 
love to mankind ſtands on a true principle, 
and who wiſely conſider the end and event 
of things, | x 
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JAMES iii. 17. 


The wiſdom that is from above, is firfl pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
full of mercy, and good fruits, without partia- 
lity, and without hypocriſy. 
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mind hath often been affected with ſor- 

FE row, on account of the prevailing of that 
ſpirit, which leads from an humble watting on 
the inward teaching of Chriſt, to purſue ways 
of living, attended with unneceſſary labour, 
and which draws forth the minds of many peo- 


ple 
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ple to ſeck after outward power, and to ſtrive 
for riches, which frequently introduce oppreſſion, 
and bring forth wars and grievous calanaties. 
It is with reverence that I acknowledge the 
mercies of our heavenly Father, who, in infinite 
love, did viſit me in my youth, and wrought a 
belief in me, that through true obedience a flate 
of inward purity may be known in this life, in 
which we may love mankimd in the ſame love 
with which cur Redeemer loveth us, and there 
in learn reſignation to endure hardſhips, for the 
real good of others. | | | 
« While the eye is fingle, the whole body 1s 
&« full of light,” Mat. vi. 22. but for want of 
this, ſelfiſh defires, and an immagmary ſupertori> 
ty, darken the mind; hence injuſtice frequently 
proceeds ; and where this is the caſe, to con- 
vince the judgment, is the moſl eſteclual remedy. 
Where violent meaſures arc puiſucd in oppoſing 
muſiice, the paſſions, and rejentments of the in- 
jured, frequently operate in the prgſecution of 
their deſigns ; and after canjlicts produttiye of 
very great calamities, the minds of contending 
parties often remam as little acquainted with 
the pure principle of divine love, as they were 
before; but where people walk in that pure 
light in which all their © works are wrought 
in God,” John iii. 21, and under oppreſſion 
perſevere m the meek ſpirit, and abide firm in 
the cauſe of truth, without actively complying 
with oppreſjrve demands, through thoſe the 
Lord hath often mamfefled his power, in open- 
ing the underſtandings of others, to the promot- 
ing righteouſneſs in the earth, i 
PL 8 A time, 
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A time, 1 believe, is coming, wherein this 


divine work will fo ſpread and prevail, that 
* Nation ſhall not hft up fword againſt nation, 
* nor learn war any more,” Iſaiah ii. 4. And 
as we, through the tender mercies of God, do 
feel that this precious work is begun, I am con- 
cerned to encourage my brethren and ſiſters in a 
Holy care and diligence, that each of us may ſo 
live, under the ſanctiſying power of truth, as 
to be redeemed from all unneceſſary cares ; that 


our eye being ſingle to him, no cuſtoms, , however 


prevalent, which are contrary to the wiſdom 
from above, may hinder us from faithfully fol- 
lowing his holy leadings, in e he 497 


| gracuuſly appoint for ths, 
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PURE WIS D Oo M, 
AND 


H UU N A N pop pes 


O have our truſt ſettled in the Lord, 

and not to ſeek after, nor deſire out- 

ward treaſures, any further than his 
holy ſpirit leads us therein, is a happy ſtate, 
as Faith the prophet, ** Bleſſed is the man 
that truſteth, in the Lord, and whoſe hope 
the Lord is.“ 

Pure wiſdom leads people into lowlineſs o 
mind, in which they learn reſignation to the 
divine will, and contentment in ſuffering for 
his cauſe, when they cannot keep a clear con- 
ſcience without ſuffering. 

In this pure wiſdom the mind is attentive 
ro the root, and original ſpring of motions 
and deſires; and as we know © the Lord to 
++ be our refuge, and find no ſafety, but in 
humbly walking before him ; we feel an hol 


engagement, that every defire which leads 


therefrom may be brought to judgment. 
While we proceed in this precious way, 
and find ardent longings for a full deliverance 


from 
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from every thing which defiles, all proſpects 
of gain, that are not conſiſtent, with the wit- 
dom from above, are conſidered as ſnares, 
and an inward. concern is felt, that we may 
live under the croſs, and faithfully attend to 
that holy ſpirit, which 1s ſufficient to pre- 
ſerye out of them. | 
When I have conſidered that Giving of 
Chriſt, Mat. vi. 19, Lay not up for your- 
77 ſelves treaſures upon earth,” his omnipo- 
tence: hath often occurred to my mind. | 

While we believe that he is every where 
preſent with his people, and that perfect 
goodneſs, wiſdom and power, are united in 
him, how comfortable is the e ee ah 
Our wants may be great, but his pow 
is greater, We may be oppreſſed and defy 11. 
ed, but he is able to turn our patient ſor 
1ngs into profit to ourſelves, and to the ad- 
vancement of his work on earth. His 
people, who feel the power of his crofs, to 
crucify all that is ſelfiſh in them, who are 
engaged in outward concerns, from a con- 
vincement that it is their duty, and reſign 
themſelves, and their treaſures, to him; theſe 
feel that it is dangerous to give way to that 
in us, which craves Done and greatneſs, in 
this world. 

As the heart truly nantrigt, earneſtly de | 
Fires * to know Chriſt, and the fellowſhip 

* of his ſufferings, Phil. ili. 10, ſo far as 
che Lord for gracious ends may lead into 
them; as ſuch feel that it is their intereſt to 
128 _ truſt in God, and to ſeek no in 

| ut 
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but that which he, by his Kay ſpirit,” leads 
into; ſo, on the contrary, they who do not 
| reverently wait for this — — and 
are not humbly concerned, according to their 
meaſure, ** to fill up that which rm 
t the aMictions of Chriſt,“ Col. i. 24, 11 
patiently ſuffering for the promoting wr rg | 
ouſneſs in the earth; but have an eye toward 
| = power of men, ind the outward advan 
of wealth, theſe are often attentive to 
ſe employments which appear profitable, 
even though the gains ariſe from ſuch trade 
_ buſineſs which proceeds from the work- 
ings of that ſpirit, which is eſtranged from 
the ſelf-denying me of an bann commits 
chriſtian. 
While I write on this ſubjeck, 1 feet my 
mind tenderly affected toward thoſe honeſtly 
diſpoſed people, who have been brought up 
in employments attended with thoſe diffi- 
eulties. 5 
To ſuch 1 may ſay, in the feeling of our 
heavenly Father's love, and number myſelf 
with you, O that our eyes may be ſingle to 
the Lord! may we reverently wait on him 
for ſtrength, to lay aſide all unneceſſary ex- 
pence of every kind, and learn contentment 
in a plain ſimple life. ' 
May we, in lowlineſs, ſubmit to the lead- 
ings of his ſpirit, and enter upon any out- 
ward employ which he graciouſly points our 
to us, and then whatever difficulties ariſe, in 
conſequence of our I ODEs 1 truſt they 


will work for our _ 
Small 
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Small treafure to a reſigned mind is ſuff- 
cient, How happy is it to be content with 
a little, to live in humility, and feel that in 
us, which breathes out this eee, Abba 
Father. 

If. that, called the wiſdom of this a. 
Had no reſemblance of true wiſdom, the name 
of wiſdom, I luppoſe, had not been given 
to it. | 

As waſting outward: ſubſtance, to gratify 
vain deſires, on one hand; ſo ſlothfulneſs 
and neglect, on the other, do often involve 
men and their families in trouble, and reduce 
them to want and diſtreſs; to ſhun both theſe 
oppoſite vices, is good in itſelf, and hath a 
reſemblance of wiſdom; büt while people 
thus provident, have it principally in view to 
get riches, and power, and the friendſhip of 
this world, and do not humbly wait for the 
ſpirit of truth to lead them in purity; theſe, 
through an anxious care to obtain the end 
deſired, reach forth for gain in worldly wiſ- 
dom, and, in regard to their inward Rate, 
fall into divers temptations and ſnares. And 
though ſuch may think of applying wealth 
to good purpoſes, and to uſe their power to 
prevent . yet wealth and power is 
often applied otherwiſe; nor can we depart 
from the leadings of our holy ſhepherd, with- 
out going into confuſion. | 
Great wealth is frequently attended with 

er, which nothing but divine love can 
quality the mind to uſe rightly; and as to 


e humility, and uprightneſs of our chil- 
| dren 


dren after us, how great is the uncertainty! 
If, in acquiring wealth, we take hold on the 
wiſdom which is from beneath, and depart 
from the leadings of truth, and example our 


children herein, we have great cauſe to ap- 


prehend, tuat wealth may be a» ſnare to 
them; and prove an injury to — over 
whom their wealth may give them power. 
To be redeemed from that wiſdom which 
is from beneath, and walk in the light of the 
Lord, is a precious ſituation; thus his people 
are brought to put their truſt⸗ in him; and in 
this humble confidence in his wiſdom, good 
neſs and power, the righteous find a refuge 
in adverſities, ſuperior to the greateſt out- 
ward helps, and a comfort more certain than 
any worldly eee can afford. * 


„ thats a — —— 


ON L A „ N 


H AVING from my childhood been uſed 
to bodily labour for a living, I may 
expreſs my experience therein. 

Right exerciſe affords an innocent pleaſure 
in the time of it, and prepares us. to enjoy 
the ſweetneſs of reſt; but from the extremes 
each way, ariſe inconveniences. 

Moderate exerciſe opens the pores, gives 
the blood a lively circulation, and the. better 
enables .us to judge rightly reſpecting that 
portion of labour which is the true 2 


b 
| 
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+55 /Thefowls of the air ſow not, for gatlier 
into barns, yet our heavenly Father feod- 
«eh them, Nat, vi. 26 nor do I believe 
that infinite goodneſs and power would have 
Allotted labour to us, had he not ſeen chat lar 
bour was proper for us in this life. 

The original deſign, and true medium of 
labour, is a fubjett; that, to me, Wer 
worthy of our ſerious conſideration. 

Idle men are often a burden to themſelves, 
negle& the duty they owe to their families, 
and become durdenaſbiti to others alſo. 

As outward labour, directed by che wits 
dom from above, tends to our health, and 
adds to our happineſs in this life; ſo, on the 
contrary, entering upon it in a ſelfiſh- ſpirit, 
and purſuing it roo long, or too hard,” Wa 
a contrary e 

I have obſerved, that too cs taboud 455 
only makes the underſtanding dull, but ſo 
intrudes upon the harmony of the body, that 
after ceaſing from our toil, we have another 
to paſs through, before we can be ſo com- 

ed as tq enjoy the ſweetneſs of reſt. 

From too much labour in the heat, * 
quently proceeds immoderate ſweats, which 
do often, T believe, open the way for diſor- 
ders, and impair our conſtitutions. =» 

When” we go beyond the true medium, 
and feel wearineſs approaching, but think 
buſineſs may fuffer if we ceaſe, at ſuch a 
time ſpirituous liquors are frequently taken, 
with a "view to — * e theſe 
fati SD | | I have 
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I have found that tdo much labour in the 
— heats the bl6od, that taking ſtrong 
Urink to ſupport the body under ſich-labour, 


increaſeth bar heat, ind: though 4 perſon. 


be ſo far temperate as not to manifeſt the 
| leaf diſorder, yet the mind, in ſuch a cir 
cumſtance, doth not retain that calmneſs and 
ſerenity, which we ſhould e to hd 
in. 

Thus bwiling in the ied, ad drinking 
liquor, makes men more reſolute, an 
leſs confiderate; and tends very much to dif 
qualify from ſucceſsfully Sowa him > 
is meek and low of heart. + * 

As laying out buſineſs, more ben is eat 
Hſtent with pure wiſdom, is an evil, ſo this 
evil frequently leads into more. 00 much 


buſineſs had} to hurry: - In the hurry and 


toil tov much ſtrong drink is often uſed, and 
hereby many proceed to noiſe” and wanton- 
neſs, and ſome, tho' more conſiderate, do 
often fuffer loſs, as to a true eee of 
mand; 
I feel Wande defines f in my Beart char no 
rent, nor intereſt, might be laid 16 high as 
to be a ſnare to tenaüts. That no deſires ” 
gain may draw any too far in buſineſs. That 
no cares to ſupport cuſtoms, which have not 
their foundation in pure wiſdom, may have 
place in our minds, but that we may build 
on the fure foundation, and feel our holy 
ſhepherd to lead us, who alone is able to pre- 
ſerve us, and bring forth from every _ 
which 2 
tiring 


- 
— — . m eee em. mate . — 


| 
| 
| 


338 On LABQUR 


| Havi ſeveral, times, in my, travels, 
p to obſerve 7B labour . 1 11 


ner of life e of great numbers of Haves 1 7 ap- 
Pears to me tl at the true medium 18 jt ament- 
ably Neg lected by many, who allign chem 
their portion of labour, 

Wichout ſaying muc ach at bci Yao, con- 
cerning buying and ſelling men for term of 
life, who have as juſt a right to liberty as we 
have; nor about the great miſeries, and ef- 


fuſion of blood, conſequent to Promageng the 


Mlave-trade ; and to ſpeak as favourably as 
may be, with, regard to continuing thoſe in 
bondage who are amongſt us,. we cannot ſay 
there is no partiality in it : for whatever ten- 


derneſs may be manifeſted by individuals in 


their life time toward them, yet for people 
to be tranſmitted from a man to his poſterity, 
in the helpleſs condition of ſlaves, appears 
inconſiſtent with the nature of the goſpel ſpi- 


rit. From ſuch proceedings. it often follows, 


that perſons, in the decline of life, are de- 
prived of monies equitably ue to them, and 
committed to the care, and ſubjefted.t to, the 
abfolute power of young u experienced men, 
' who, know but little ak out the weaknets of 
old age, nor underſtand the language of de- 
clining life. 

Where parents give their eſtates to their 
children, and then depend on them for a 
maintenance, they ſometimes meet with great 
inconveniences; but if the power of poſſeſ- 
ſion, thus obtained, doth often reverſe the 


0004 of gratitude and filial duty, and 


makes 
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makes ani e often, o. 
rant of the lan 3s IPY dae how, jane: 
the caſe of aeg 1 55 Who, eprived 
of the wages equitably due fo them, are Taft 
to young people, who have bet uid xo look 
upon them as their infetiors.... 2 
For men to behold the fruits of i labour 
withheld from them, and poſſeſſed by othen 
and in old age find themſelves deſtitute 
thoſe e e accommodations, and that 
tender regard which their tne: 01 Hfe ro- 
quires: 2 re 
When they feel pains, 55 ſti neſs 
joints and limbs, weakneſs of. appetite, and. 
that a little labour is weari ſome, and ſtall be- 
hold themielves in the neglected uncomfort- 
able condition, of a ſlave, and odere! te 
a young unſympathifing eg 44 
For men to be thus treated from ohe gene- 
ration to other, „Who, beſides their own 
diſtreſſes, think on the ſlavery entajled on 
their poſterity, an 1155 grieved !, Ws dif 
agreeable. thoughth, muſt they have ef the 
amy followers of e Jeſs! 2nd how miſt. 
eir groans afcend to that alnghty being 
9 will be a 5 for the en [, 
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While a pions tutor hath: the charge of no 
more children than he can take due care of, 
and keeps his authority in the truth, the 
good ſpirit in which he leads and gaverns, 
works on the minds of fuch who are not hard- 
ened, and his labours not only tend to. bring 
them forward in outward learning, but ta 
open their underſtandings with reſpect to 
the true chriſtian life; but where a perſon 
hath charge of tao many, and his thoughts 
and time are ſo much employed in the out- 
ward affairs of his ſchool, that he does not 
ſo weightily attend to the ſpirit and conduct 
of each individual, as to be enabled to admi- 
niſter rightly to all in due ſeaſon; through 


ſuch omiſſion he not only ſuffers, as to the 


ſtate of his on mind, but the minds of the 
children are in danger of ſuffering alſo. 
Jo watch the ſpirit of children, to nurture 
them in goſpel love, and labour to help them 
againſt that which would mar the beauty of 
their minds, is a debt we owe them; and a 
faithful performance of our duty, not only 
tends to their laſting benefit, and our own 
peace, but alſo to bender A pa 1 | 
grecable to us. 13 
Inſtruction, thus {ds "VR 8 
the pure witneſs in che minds of | ſuch chil- 
dren who are not hardened, and begets love 
in them toward thoſe who thus lead them on; 
but where too great a number are committed 


do a tutor, and he, through much cumber, 
omits a careful attention to che minds of chil- 


qren. 
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dren, there is danger of diſorders g 
increaſing amongſt them, till the e there- 
of appear in their condutt, too e to be 
eaſily remedied. 
A care hath lived on my mind, char more 
time might be employed by parents at home, 
and by tutors at ſchool, in weightily-attend— 
ing to the ſpirit and inelinations of children, 
and that we may ſo lead, inſtruct, and gow 
vern them, in this tender part of life, that 
nothing may be omitted in our power, to 
help them on their way to become the e 
dren of our father, who is in heaven. 
Meditating on the. ſituation of — in 
our provinces, my mind hath, at times, been 
affected with ſorrow, and under theſe exer- 
ciſes it hath appeared to me, that if thoſe 
Who have — eſtates, were faithful ſteww- 
ads, and laid no rent, nor intereſt, nor other 
demand, higher than is conſiſtent with uni- 
verſal love; and thoſe in lower cireumſtanes; 
ces would, under a moderate employ, ſhun 
unneceſſary expence, even to the ſmalleſt ar- 
tiele; and all unite in humbly ſeeking to che 
Lord, he would graciouſly inſtruct us, and 
ſtrengthen us, to relieve” the youth from 
various "oleh in WIRE RY: on . ar 
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As our ee bende are opened by the 
pute liglit, we experience that, through 
an inward approaching do God, / ches mid 
ſtrengthened in Naa es Mandl ichat by gra- 
tifying thoſe deſires which-are:not of his bes 
getting, thoſe approaches to him are: b ſtrusi- 
ed, and the decejvable ſpirit gams ſtrength. 
Theſe truths, being us it were englaven 
upon our hearts, and ohr eyerlaſting iintereſt 
in 8 Wannen ve be- 
come fervently engaged, that nothing May 
e ed cf tehds to feed: pride or 
ſell⸗love in us. Thus in pure obedience, ve 
ate not only inſtructed in our duty to God, 
but alſo in the affairs which meceffarily re- 
late to this life, and the ſpirit of truth which 
guides into all.truth,; leavens the mind avith 
Pens concern, that whatſoe ver we do in 
word ar deed, may be dong in his name;” 
Gol. "IH" 17. 2 (3 57 U <3 e271 IL} 17 18 gene Ir 
Hence fach buildings, furniture, food; and 
ramen": as beſt anſwer aup neceſſities, and 
areithe” Haſt likely- to ſbed that ſelfiſh ſpirit 
which is our Sew; are the molt acceptable 
tous. 1195 181 4 is 1885 £47 34914 
An this Ae mind iso tender, and in- 
werdly warthful, chat che love of gain draw 
us not into any buſineſs, — weaken 
art love to ou heuvenly. father, or bring un⸗ 


neceſſary trouble to any of his creatures 
IK Thus 
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oa aa en craves eb dd 8! 
fetched far, which) ſo mixeth with the cuſs 
toms of this world, and fo intrudes upon 
the true harmony of life, chat the LEY 
dium of labour is very much, ted. 
And as the minds of people a 2 
ſteady concern, not to hold ner Poſſtis = 
thing but what may be held œnſiſtent 
the wiſdom from above, they conſider what 
they poſſeſs as the gift of God, and ane. in⸗ 
warcliy exerciſed, chat in all parts of their 
— 2 they may act agreeable ta the maruro 
af the — government gf Chriſt. 
A little ſupports ſuch a life audl in a ſtate 
truly reſigned to the 2 the eye is ſingle. 
to ſee What outward employ he leads into, 
as a means of our ſublitende, and a dively 
Lare is maintained ta hold to: that without 
launching further. n Duin tl TY, urls . 9 
There as a harmony in the ſeveral parts-of 
this divine work in the hearts of, people: 
Hoes leads them, to ceaſe from tho — by 
ul employments, carried on in that widem 
which is fram beneath, delivers alla fram the 
deſire after worldly gr eatneſs, and reconciles 
| the. — to a i. pling that à little Goth, 
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The mutual love, ſubſiſting between the 
frithGalfollowers of Chriſt, is more pure than 
that friendſhip which is not ſeaſoned with 
kumility, how e ſoever the I N 
ance.” 

Where people depdte Weg pure wilden in 
one caſe, it is often an introduction to depart 
from it in many more; and thus a ſpirit 
which ſeeks for outward greatneſs, and leads 
into worldly wiſdom to attain it, and 3 
it, gets poſſeſſion of the mind. | 
| In beholding the cuſtomary departure From 
the true medium of labour, and that unne- 
ceſſary toil which many go through, in ſup- 
porting outward greatneſs, and procuring 
dehcacies: 

In beholding how the true calmneſs of life 
is. changed into hurry, and that many, by 
eagerly purſuing outward treaſure, are in 
great danger of winnen ax 00 . eg 
W of the mind: 

In meditating on the works of this ſpirit, 
: and on the deſolations it makes amongſt the 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, I may thankfully 
acknowledge, that I often feel pure love be- 
get longings in my heart, for the exaltation 
of the peaceable kingdom of Chriſt, and an 
engagement to labour according to the gift 
beſtowed on me, for the promoting an hum- 
ble, plain, temperate way of living: a life 
where no unneceſſary cares, nor expences, 
May encumber our minds, nor leſſen our a- 
pility to do good; where no deſires after 
yiches, or greatneſs, may lead into hard deal» 

ing; 
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ing; where no connections with wordly 
minded men, may abate our love to 1 
nor weaken a true zeal for righteouſmeſs: 
life, wherein we may diligently: labour for 
reſignedneſs to do, and ſuffer, whatever our 
heavenly father may. allot for us, in 1 cw 
ciling the world to biraſelk. 9 +508 


When the prophet Iſaiah had windy his 


viſion, and declared that a time was coming 
wherein © {words ſhould be beat into plow- 
© ſhares, and ſpears into pruning hooks, and 
that nation ſhould not lift up ſword: againſt 
* nation, nor learn war any-more;” he im- 
mediately directs the minds of people to the 
divine teacher, in this remarkable language, 
*. O houſe of Jacob, come ye and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord,” Iſaiah ii. 5. 
To wait for the direction of this light, in 


all temporal as well as ſpiritual concerns, ap- 


pears neceſſary; for if in any cafe we enter 
lightly into temporal affairs, without feeling 
this ſpirit of truth to open our way therein, 
and through the love of this world proceed 
on, and ſeek for gain by that buſineſs or 
traffic, which “ is not of the father; but of 
* the world,“ 1 John ii. 16, we fail in our 
teſtimony ta the purity. and peace of his go- 


vernment; and get inte K en 1s” for ö 


chaſtiſement. n 12 I. 
This matter hath Fit — on my mind, 
it being evident, that a life leſs hum le, les 
ſimple and plain, than that which Chriſt 
leads his theep into, does neceſſarily require 
8 uppen, which pure wiſdom does * 
vide 
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As my — have han on thele 
things, compaſſion hath filled my heart to- 
ward my fellow creatures, involved in cuſ- 
roms, grown up 1n “ the wiſdom of this 
„ world, which is fooliſhneſs with God,” 
1 Cor. iii. 19; and O that the youth may be 
ſo thoroughly experienced in an humble 
walking before the Lord, that they may be 
his children, and Rage: him .to be their re- 
fuge, their ſafe unfailing refuge! through 
the various dangers attending this uncertain 
ſtate of being. 

If thoſe whoſe minds are redeemed from 
the love of wealth, and who. are content with 
a plain, ſimple way of living, do yet find that 
to conduct the affairs of a family, without 


giving countenance to 22 proceed- 


ings 
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Firſt printed in the year 1770, 
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Mican v. 7. 


And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be in the 
midſt of many people, as a dew from the Lord, 
as the ſhowers upon the graſs, that tarrieth 
not for man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men, 


8 


INTRODUCTION. 


A S mankind from one parent are divided inta - 

many families, and as trading to ſea 1d 
greatly ena within a fexu ages aſt ; amidſt 
_ 
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this extended commerce, how neceſſary is it that 
the. profeſſed followers 97 Chrift keep 171 his 
holy name, and be employtd about trade and 
traffic no farther than juſtice and equity evi- 
dently accompanies ? that we may give no juſt 
cauſe of offence to any, however diftant, or un- 
able ta plead their 6wn cauſe ; and may continu- 
| ally keep in view, the ſpreading of the true and 
Javing knowledge of God, and his ſon Jeſus 
, Chriſt, amongſt our fellow creatures, which 
through his infinite love, ſome feel ta be more 
precious than any other treaſure, 


4 1 


— * — — —— * —— 
CONSIDERATIONS 
Ts N T H E 
T R U. E. H A R M O N Y 
0 „ | 


1 A N p42 5 


AND HOW IT 18 TO BE MAINTAINED. | 
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N 
On ſerving the Lord in our e employ- 
ments, 
1 ND ER the humbling diſpenſations 
| of the Father of 50 hy I have felt 
an inward labour for the good of my 
fellow creatures, and a concern that the holy 
ſpirit, which alone can reſtore niankind to a 
ſtate of true harmony, may with ſingleneſs 
of heart be waited for and followed. 

I truſt there are many under that viſitation, 
which, if faithfully attended to, will make 
them quick of underſtanding in the fear of 
the Lord, and qualify with firmneſs to be 


true patterns of the chriſtian life, who 1n 
Iving and walking may hold forth an invi- 


tation to others, to come out of the entangle- 


ments of the ſpirit of this world, And 


te. oi a. ks TS MK noO io kbo=&3 * a 
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e. hoſe, gb er hat Ig 
4720 7 car AF ich 9 05 ct to fup 2 
porting their Pho ap in a way mph, to 
pure wiſdom, that th&y may not be diſcou- 
raged, but remember that in hum bey=- 

155 the leading of Chriſt, he oh Us us 
his friends, 5 Ye arg my friends if ye do 
„ whatſoever I command you ;” and to be a 
friend to Chriſt, is to be united to him, wh 
hath all power in heaven and in earth; and 
tho',a woman may, forget her fucking, child, 
yet will he not forget his faithful ones. 
Ihe condition of many who dwelfimeities 
hath often affected me With a brotherly ſym- 
pathy, attended with à deſire that reſignati- 
on may be laboured for; and Where, the ho- 
17 Yar qrectetli to a country life or ſome 
er of employ, he may be faithfally fol- 
lowed ; for under, the refining pony 
W's rue ſeen, That" the inhabitants o 1 
cities reatly e through 
branches o buſinefs which his holy ſpirit 
doth not lead into, and that being entangled 
in theſe thin 85 *tends to bring Aa cloud over 
the minds of people r a of che lead 
ings of this holy leader, an 
coming of the kingdom of Chriſt on earth 4 
it is in heaven. 

Now if we indalge a a deſire to imitate our 
nei ghbours in thoſe things which harmoniſe 
not > th the true chriſtian walking theſe 
entan glements may 5 faſt to us, aud a 

l who 
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who in an awakening time, feel tender ſcru- 
ples, | with, reſpect to their manner of life, 
may Dok, on the example of others more no- 

d in the church, who yet may not be re- 
fin ed from every degree of droſs; and by 
eren, on theſe examples, and deſiring to 
Ge nar their families in a way: pleaſant to 
the 


natural mind, there may be danger of 


the worldly wiſdom gaining ſtrength in them, 
and of their departure from that pure feeling 
of truth, which if fairhfully attended to, 
would teach contentment in the divine will, 

even in a very low eſtate. 

One formerly ſpeaking on the proßttnble⸗ 
neſs of true humility, ſaith, © He that 
troubles not himſelf with anxious thoughts 
for more than is neceſtary, lives little leſs 
than the life of angels, whilſt by a mind 
content with little, he imitates their want 
of nothing.” 
page 31. 
Lt is not enough, ſays Tertullian, chat a 


chriſtian be chaſte and modeſt, hut he muſt 


appear to be ſo: a virtue of which he ſhould 


have ſo great a ſtore, that it ſhould flow from 


his mind upon his habit, and break from the 


retirements of his conſrienes, into the ſuper- 


ficies of his life.” Same book, page 43. 
** The garments we wear, ſays Clemens, 
ought to be mean and frugal—that is true 


ſimplicity of habit, which takes away what 


is vain and ſuperfluous ;: that the beſt: and 
moſt ſolid . garment, which is the fartheſt 


from SUTIN. 5 


Cave's primitive chriſtianity, 


Page 49. 2 


_ OuTwaRD, EMPLOYMENTS., 355 
Though the change from day to night, is 
Yew a'motion ſo gradual as ſcarcely to be per- 
cei ved, yet when night is come we behold it 
very different from the day; and thus as 
people become wiſe in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their on fight, ''cuftoms riſe up 
from the ſpirit of this world, and ſpread by 
little and ſlietle till a departure from the 
ſimplicity that there is in Chriſt, becomes as 
diſtinguiſhable as light from darkneſs, to 
{ſuch who are crucified to the world. 
Our holy ſhepherd, to encourage his' flock 
in dns and perſeverance, reminds them 
of his love for them, “ As the father hath 
loved me, to have loved you; continue ye 
in my love;“ and in another place graci- 
ouſly points out the danger of departing there- 
from, by going into unſuitable employments; 
this he repreſents in the ſimilitude of offence 
from that uſeful active member, the hand; 
and to fix the inſtruction the deeper, names 
the right hand, If thy right hand offend 
_ <4, 'thee: cut it off and caſt it from thee” —If 
thou feeleſt offence in thy employment, hum- 
bly follow him who leads into all truth, and 
is a ſtrong and faithful friend to thoſe who 
are reſigned to him. 11 2284 10 
Again, he points out thoſe things which 
appearing pleaſant to the natural mind, are 
not beſt for us, in the ſimilitude of fence 
from the. eye If thy right eye offend thee 
„ plucklit out, and caſt it from thee.“ To 
pluck out the eye, or cut off the hand, is at- 
tended with ſharp pain; and how precious is 
A 2 the 
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the inſtruction which our redeemerthus opens 
to us, that we may not faint under the moſt 
painful trials, but put our truſt in him, even 
in him who ſent an angel to feed Elijah in the 
wilderneſs ; who fed a multitude with a few 
barley loaves, and is now as attentive to the 
wants of his people as ever. 

The prophet Iſaiah, repreſents the unrigh- 
teons doings of the Iſraelites toward the 
poor, as the fruits of an effeminate life, As 
for my people, children are their oppreſ- 
“ fors, and women rule over them; what 
mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, 
* and grind the faces of the poor, ſaith the 
Lord God,” Then he mentions the haugh- 
tineſs of the daughters of Sion, and enume- 
rates many ornaments, as inſtances of their 
vanity, to uphold which, the poor were ſo 
hardly dealt with, that he ſets forth their po- 
verty, their leanneſs and inability to help 
themſelves, in the ſimilitude of a man maim- 
ed by violence or beaten to pieces, and 
forced to endure the painful operation of 
having his face gradually worn away 1a the 
manner of grinding. 

And I may here add, that at times, when 
J have felt true love open my heart towards 
my fellow creatures, and been engaged. in 
weighty converſation in the cauſe of righte- 
ouſneſs, the inſtructions I have received un- 
der theſe exerciſes, in regard to the true uſe 
of the outward gifts of God, have made deep 
and laſting impreſſions on my mind. 


I have 
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I have here beheld,” how the deſire to pro- 
vide wealth, and to uphold a delicate life 
hath grievouſly entangled many, and been 
like ſnares to their offspring; and though 
ſome have been affected with a ſenſe of their 
difficulties, and appeared deſirous, at times, 
to be helped out of them; yet for want of 
abiding under the humblin ng are of truth, 
they have continued in theſe entanglements; 
for in remaining conformable to this world, 
and giving way to a delicate life, this ex- 

enſive way of living, in parents and in 
children, hath called for a large ſupply, and 
in anſwering this call“ the faces of the poor” 
have been ground away, and made thin thro' 
hard dealing. 

There is balm, there is a phyfician ! and 
O what longings do I feel ! that we may em- 
brace the means appointed for our healing, 
know that removed which now miniſters 
cauſe for the cries of many people to aſcend 
to heaven againſt their oppreſſors, and that 
we may ſee the true harmony reſtored, 

Behold ** how good and how pleaſant it is; 
for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
The nature of this unity is thus opened by 
the apoſtle, If we walk in the light, as 
$© Chriſt is in the light, we ſhall have fel- 
"00 My ns one with another, and the blood 
of Chriſt will cleanſe us from all fin,” 

The land may be polluted with innocent 
blood, which like the blood of Abel may cry 
to the Almi ghry ; ; but thoſe who ©* walk in 
Lt the light as Chriſt is in the light, they 
| know 
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know the © lamb of God, who taketh away 
Walking is a phraſe frequently uſed in ſcri p- 
ture, to repreſent our, journey through lite, 
and appears to comprehend the various affairs 
and tranſactions properly relating to our be- 
ZW EDO 
Chriſt being the light, dwells always in the 
Tight, and if our, walking be thus, and in 
every aftair and concern we faithfully follow 
this divine leader ; be preſeryes from giving 
juſt cauſe for any to quarrel with us; and 
where this foundation is laid and mutually 
kept to, by families converſant with, each o- 
ther, the way is open for theſe comforts in 
ſociety, which our heavenly father intends 
as a part of our happineſs in this world; and 
then we may experience the goodneſs, and 
pleaſantneſs af dwelling together in unity; 
but where ways of living take place, which 
tend to oppreſſion, and in the purſuit of 
wealth, people do that to others Which they 
know would not be acceptable to themſelves, 
either in exerciſing an abſolute power over 
thein, or otherwiſe laying on them, unequit- 
able burdens ; here a fear leſt that meaſure 
ſhould be mceted to them, which they have 
meafured to others, incites a care to ſupport 
that by craft and cunning devices which 
ſtands not on the firm, foundation of righte- 
ouſneſs: thus the harmony of ſociety is 
broken,” and from hence commotions and 
Wafs do frequently ariſe in the world, | 
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* Come out of Babylon my people, chat 

* ye be not partakers of her lins, and . ye 
0 receive not of her plagues.” Rev. XV. 3, 4. 
This Babel, or Babylon, was built in the 
{ſpirit of ſelf-exaltation : Let us build us a 
«© city and a tower, whole top may reach to 
heaven, and let us make us a name.” Gen. 
xi. 4. In departing from an humble truſt in 
God, and following a ſelfiſh ſpirit, people 
have! intentions to get the upperhand of their 
fellow creatures, privately meditate on means 
to obtain their ends, have a language in their 
hearts which is hard to underſtand, In Bar 
| bel the language is confounded, 

This city is repreſented as a place of buſi- 
neſs and thoſe, employed in it, as merchants 
of the earth : ** The merchants of the earth 
„ are waxed rich through the abundance, of 
$6 her delicacics.” Rev. xvui. 3, 

And it is remarkable ; in this call, that the 
language from the father of mercies is, m 
people, Come out of Babylon my people!“ 
Thus his tender mercies are toward us in an 
imperfect ſtate; and as we faithfully attend 
to the call, the path of righteouſneſs 1s more 
and more opened; cravings, which have not 
their foundation in pure wiſdom, , more and 
more ceaſe ;, and in an inward purity of 
heart, we experience a reſtoration of, that 
which was loſt at Babel, repreſented by the 
inſpired prophet 1 in the * returning of a pure 
v0 latiguage.. Ten uk. e 

Happy for them who humbly aden ro 
the call, Come out of Babylon my people.“ 

For 
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For though in going forth we may meet with 
trials, which for a time may be painful, yet 
as we bow in true humylity, and continue in 
it, an evidence is felt that God only 1s wiſe; 
and that in weaning us from all that is ſelt- 
11h, he prepares the way to a quiet habitation 
where all our deſires are bounded by his wiſ⸗ 
dom. And an exerciſe of ſpirit attends me, 
that we who are convinced of the pure lead- 
ings of truth, may bow in the deepeſt reve- 
rence, and 16 watchfully regard this leader, 
that many who are grievoully entangled in a 
wilderneſs of vain cuſtoms, may look upon 
us, and be inſtructed. And O that ſuch who 
have plenty of this world's goods, may be 
faithful in that with which they are entruſt- 
ed! and exxmplc others in the true chriſtian 
walking. NY 

Our bleſſed hate ae 88 on worldly 
greatneſs, compares himſelf to one waiting 
and attending on a company at dinner: 
* Whether is greater, he that ſitteth at meat 
or he that ſerveth? Is not he that ſitteth 
© at meat? but Iam amongſt you as he that 
e ſerveth.” Luke xxii. 27. 

Thus in a world greatly diſordered, where 
men aſpiring to outward greatneſs were wont 
to oppreſs others to ſupport their deſigns, he 
who was of the higheſt deſcent, being the 
Son of God, and greater than any amongſt 
the greateſt families of men, by his example 
and doctrines forecloſed his followers from 
claiming any thew of outward greatneſs, from 
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any ſuppoſed ſuperiority in er or 
derived from their anceſtor s. 1 
He who was greater than earthly princes, 
was not only meek and low of heart, os his 
outward appearance was plain and lowly, 
and free from dot & ſtain of wy _— of this 
world. 
Such was the candle of ou bleſſed Re- 
deemer, of whom the beloved diſciple faid, 
* He that faith he abideth in him, ought 
„ alſo to walk even as he walked.” - 
John Bradford, who ſuffered martyrdom, 
under queen' Mary, wrote a letter to his 
friends out of priſon, a ſhort time before he 
was burnt, in which are theſe expreſſions; 
hay Conſider your dignity as children of God 
and temples of the Holy Ghoſt,” and 'men- 
bers of Chriſt, be aſhamed therefore to think, 
ſpeak, or do any thing unſeemly, for God's 
children and the members of Chriſt, Fox's 


Accs and Monuments, page 1177. 


o TT. 
On the example of CHRIST, 


S my mind hath been 3 into a 
brotherly feeling with the poor, as to 
the things of chis life, who are under trials 
in regard to getting a living in a way an- 


 Twerable to the Pure of truch; ; a labour of 
heart 
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heart hath attended me, that their way may 
not be made difficult through the love of mo- 
ney in thoſe who are tried with plentiful 
eſtates, but that they with tendernels of heart 
may ſympathize with them. 

It was the ſaying of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
* Ye cannot ſerve God and mammon,' 
There is a deep feeling of the way of purity, 
a way in which the wiſdom of the world hath 
no part, but is opened by the ſpirit of truth, 
and is called the way of holineſs;“ a way 
in which the traveller is employed 1 in watch- 
ing unto prayer; and the ontward gain we 
get in this journey is confidered as a truſt 
committed to us, by HIM who formed and 
ſupports the world; and is the rightful di- 
rector of the uſe and application of the pro- 
duct of it. 

Now except the mind be preſerved chaſte, 
there is no ſafety for us; but in an eſtrange- 
ment from true relignation, the ſpirit of the 
world caſts up a way, in which gain 15 many 
times principally attended to, and in which 
there is a ſelfiſh application of outward trea- 
ſures. | 

How agreeable to the true harmony of ſo- 
ciety, is that exhortation of the apoſtle? 
% Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man alſo on the things of otheps, 
Let this mind be in you which was alſo in 
** Chriſt Jeſus.” 

A perſon in outward proſperity may have 
the power of obtaining riches, but the ſame 
mind being in him which 1 is in Chriſt Jeſus, 

he 
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be may feel à tenderneſs. of heart towards 
hoſe of law degree; and inſtead. of ſetting 
DCE above them, may look upon it as an 
unmerited favour, that his way through life 
is more eaſy than the way of many others; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 
forth, out of thoſe, cuſtoms, which have en- 
tangled the family; employ. his time in look- 
ing into the wants of the poor members, and 
held forth ſuch a perfect example of humili- 
ation, that the pure witneſs may be reached 
in many minds; and the way opened for 
harmonious walking together.. 
Jeſus Chriſt, in promoting the, 1 
of others, was not deficient in looking for the 
helpleſs, who lay in obſcurity, nor did he 
fave any thing to render himſelf honourable 
amongſt men, which might have been of 
more uſe to the weak members in * Father's 
family; of whoſe, compaſſion towards us I 
may now ſpeak a little. He Who was per- 
fectly happy in himſelf, moved with infinite 
lover, * took not upon him the nature of an- 
© gels,” but gur, imperfect , natures, and 
therein wreilled with the temptations which 
| attend us in this life; and being the Son of 
u 1M who is greater than earthly princes, yet 
| became a companion to poor, ſincere heart 
ed men; aud though | he gave the; cleareſt 
evidence "that divine power attended him, yet 
the moſt unfavourable conſtructions were 
framed by a ſelf righteous people; tholg 
muracles repreſented. as the effect of a diabo- 
lical Park fzN and endeavours uſed to rendey 


him 
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him hateful, as having his miſſion from the 
prince of darkneſs ; nor did their envy ceaſe 
till they took him like a criminal and brought 
him to trial. Though ſome may affect to 
carry the appearance of being unmoved at 
the apprehenſion of diſtreſs, our dear Re- 
deemer, who was perfectly fincere, having 
the ſame human nature which we have, and 
feeling, a little before he was apprehended, f 
the weight of that work upon him, for which 
he came into the world, was ** ſorrowful 
even unto death; here the human nature 
ſtruggled to be excuſed from a cup ſo bitter; 


but his prayers centered in reſignation, Not 


my will but thine be done.” In this con- 
flict, ſo great was his agony that “ ſwear 
* like drops of blood fell ane: him to the 


ground.“ 


Behold now as foretold hop the prophet, he 
is in a judicial manner“ numbered with the 
8 tranſgreſſors. ” Behold him as ſome poor 
man of no reputation, ſtanding before the 
high prieſt and elders, and before Herod and 
Pilate, where witneſſes appear againſt him, 
and he mindful of the moſt gracious deſign 
of his coming, declincth to plead in his own 
defence, © but as a ſheep that is dumb be- 
s fore his ſhearer,” ſo under many accuſati- 
ons, revilings, and buffetings, remained ſi- 
lent. And tho' he ſignified to Peter that he 
had acceſs to power ſufficient to overthrow all 
their outward forces ; yet retaining a reſig- 

nation to ſuffer for the ſins of mankind, he 
exerted not that yours but permitted them, 
to 
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to go on in their malicious deſigns, and pro- 
nounce him to be worthy of death, even him 
who was perfect in goodneſs ; thus © in his 
© humiliation his judgment was taken a- 
* way, and he, like ſome vile criminal, 
led as a lamb to the ſlaughter.” Under 
theſe heavy trials (though poor unſtable Pilate 
was convinced of his innocence, yet) the peo- 
ple generally looked upon him as a deceiver, 
a blaſphemer, and the approaching puniſh- 
ment as a juſt judgment upon him, They 
= * eſteemed him ſmitten of God and afflick- 
ed.” 80 great had been the ſurprize of 
his diſciples, at his being taken by armed 
men, that they © forſook him and fled ;" 
thus they hid their faces from him, he was 
deſpiſed, and by their conduct it appeared ag 
though they eſteemed him not.” 
But contrary to that opinion, of his being 
ſmitten of God and afflicted, it was for our 
ſakes that he was put to grief; he was 
„ wounded for our tranſ; greſſions; ; he was 
* bruiſed for our iniquities ;” and under the 
weight of them manifeſting the deepeſt com- 
paſſion for the inſtruments of his miſery, 
Jaboured as their advocate, and in the deeps 
of affliction, with an unconquerable Pati= 4 
ence, cried out, Father forgive them, they 
% know not what they do 
Now this mind being in us, which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, it removes from our hearts 
the deſire of ſuperiority, worldly honour or 
greatneſs; a deep attention is felt to the di- 
vine counſellor, and an ardent engagement 
. to 
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ro promote, as far as we may be enabled, "the 
happineſs of mankind univerſally ; this ſtate, 
where every motion from a ſelfiſh ſpirit 
yieldeth'to pure love, I may, with gratitude 
to the father of mercies acknowledge, is oft= 
en opened before me as a pearl to dig after; 
attended with a living concern, that amongſt 
the many nations and families on the earth, 
thoſe who believe in the Meſſiah, that he 
vas manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil,“ and thus to“ take away the. 
of the world,” may experience the will of 
our heavenly Father, may be done on earth 
eas it is in heaven.” Strong are the deſires 
L often feel, that this holy profeſſion may re- 
main unpolluted, and the believers in Chriſt 
may fo abide in the pure inward feeling of 
his ſpirit, 'that the wiſdom from above may 
ſhine forth in their living, as a light by which 
others may be inſtrumentally helped on er 
ny, in the true harmonious ei | 
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opened, and we obediently follow., 


him who is the light of lite, the- mind be- 
comes chaſte; and a care is felt, that the 
unction from the holy one may be our leader 
in every undertaking. ; 


In 


; 03, MERCHANDIZENG: 367 


In being crucified to the world, broken 
off from that friendſhip which is enmity with 
God, and dead to the cuſtoms and faſhions 
Which have not their foundation in the truth; 
the way is prepared to lowlineſs in outward 
living, and to a diſentanglement from thoſe 
ſnares which attend the love of money ; and 
where the faithful friends of Chriſt are fo ſi- 
tuated that merchandize appears to be their 
duty, they feel a reſtraint from proceeding 
farther than he owns their proceeding ; being 
convinced that we are not our own, but are 
EN bought with a price, that none of us may 
wort live to ourſelves, but to him who died for 
8 2 Corin. v. 15. Thus they are taught, 
not only to keep, to a moderate advance and 
uprightneſs in their dealings; but to conſi- 
der the tendency of their proceeding; to do 
nothing which they know would operate a- 
gainſt the cauſe 5 univerſal righteouſneſs; 
and to keep continually in view the ſpreading 
of the peaceable kingdom of Chriſt amongſt 
mankind. 

The prophet Tſaiah ſpake of the gathered 
church, in the ſimilitude of a city, where 
many being employed were all preſerved in 
purity ; ; They {ſhall call them the holy peo- 

ple, the redeemed of the Lord, and thou 
« ſhalt be called ſought out, a city not for- 
% faken.“ Ixilii. 10. And che apoſtle after 
mentioning the myſtery of Chriſt's ſuſſerings 
exhorts, Be ye holy in all manner of con- 
«© verſdtion.”” 1 Pet. i. 1 5. There is a con- 
verſation neceſſary in trade; and there is a 
converſation 
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converſation ſo foreign from the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom, that it is repreſented in the 
ſimilitude of one man puſhing another with 
a warhke weapon; “ There 1 15 that ſpeaketh 
* like the piercings of a ſword,” Prov. xii. 18. 
Now in all our concerns it is neceſſary that 
the leading of the ſpirit of Chriſt be humbly 
waited tor and faithfully followed, as the on- 
ly means of being preſerved chaſte as an holy 
people, who * in all things are circumſpect. 
Exod. xxiii. 13, that nothing we do may 
carry the appearance of approbation of the 


works of wickedneſs, make the unrighteous | 


more at eaſe in unrighteouſneſs, or occaſion 
the injuries committed againſt the oppreſſed 
to be more lightly looked over. 

Where morality is kept to, and ſupported 
by the inhabitants of a country, there is a 
certain reproach attends thoſe individuals a- 
mongſt them, who manifeſtly deviate there- 
from, Thus, if a perſon of good report, is 
charged with ſtealing goods out of an open 
ſhop in the day time, and on a public trial 
found guilty, and the law in that caſe put in 


execution, he therein ſuſtains a loſs of repu- 
tation ; but if he be convicted a ſecond and 
third time of the like offence, his good name 


would ceaſe amongſt ſuch who Knew theſe 
things. If his neighbour, reputed an honeſt 
man, being charged with buying goods of 
this thief, at a time when the purchaſer knew 
they were ſtolen, and on a public trial is 
found guilty, this purchaſer would meet with 
diſeſteem, but if he perſiſted 1 in buying ſtolen 

goods, 


) 
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goods, knowing them to be ſuch, and was 
publicly convicted thereof a ſecond and third 
time, he would no longer be conſidered as an 
honeſt man by them who knew theſe things; 
nor would it appear of good report to be. 
found in his company, buying his traffick, 
till ſome evident tokens of ſincere repentance. 
appeared in him. But where iniquity. is, 
committed openly, and the authors of it are 
not brought to quftice; nor put to Thame, 
their hands grow ſtrong. Thus the general 
dorruption of the Jews ſhortly before their 
ſtate was broke up by the Chaldeans, is de- 
{cribed by their boldneſs in impiety; for as 
their leaders were connected together in wick 
edneſs, they ſtrengthened one another, and 
grew confident, Were they aſhamed when 
* they had committed abominations ? nay, 
c they were not at all aſhamed, neither could 
te they bluſh.” Jer. vi. t5, on which account 
the Lord thus expoſtulates with them, What 
% hath my beloved to do in my houſe, ſeeing. 
“ ſhe hath wrought lewdneſs with many? 
© and the holy fleſh is paſſed from thee, 
„ when thou doeſt evil, then thou rejoiceſt.” 
ine TT W 
Now the faithful friends of Chriſt, who 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and in- 
wardly breath that his kingdom may come 

on earth as it is in heaven; he teacheth them 
to be quick of underſtanding in his feat, and, 
to. be very attentive to the means he may ap- 
point for promoting pure righteouſneſs in the 
earth; and as ſhame is due to thoſe whoſe” 
17 5 B b werks 
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works manifeſtly operate againſt the, ragipus 
_ deſign of his ſufferings for us, a care lives on 
their minds that no wrong cuſtoms however 


ſupported, may biaſs their judgments, but 


that they may humbly — under the craſs 
and, be preſerved in a conduct which may not 
contribute to ſtrengthen the hands of the 
wicked in their wickedneſs, or to remove 
| lhame from thoſe. to whom it 1s juſtly due. 
The coming of that day is precious in which 
we experience the truth of this expreſſion. 
The Lord our. righteouſneſs,” Jer. x11; 6, 
and feel him to be made unto us s wiſdom 
« and ſanQtification.” _ , +3 
The example of a righteo.'s man is aften 
looked at with attention. Where righteous 
men join in buſineſs their company gives en- 
couragement to others; and as one grain of 
incenſe deliberately offered to the prince of 
this world, renders an offering to God in that 
ſtate unacceptable; and from thoſe eſteemed 
leaders of the people may be injurious to the 
eak; it requires deep humility of heart, to 
Follow him faithfully, who alone gives ſaund 
wiſdom and the ſpirit of true diſcerning; and 
O how neceſſary it is, to conſider) che weight 
of a holy profeſſion! old in 
The conduct of ſome formerly, gave Occ 
don of complaint againſt them. Thou haſt 
<< defi led thy ſanctuaries by the multitude of 
* thing. iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
+ trathek.;” Ezek. Xviii. 18, and in ſeveral 
e ee en e againſt Tine) that they 
hach pot holy name. . 
gicſtbaotu 8 0 The 
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- The propher Iſaiah repreſents inward favs 
tification in the ſimilitude of beitig purgeg 
from that which is fuel for fire; and jlartiou 
larly deſcribes the outward fruits, brought 
forth by thoſe who dwell in this inwayd Rel 
lineſs, they walk righteouſly, | and*fpeak 
<< uprightly. By walking he repreſents'the 
ray through life, as a righteous journey”; 
and © by ſpeaking uprightly,” ſeems to point 
at that which Moſes appears to have had in 
view, when he thus expreſſed himſelf, Thou 
< ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil, 
nor ſpeak in a caſe to decline after many 
to wreſt judgment.“ Exod. xxiii. 2. 
He goes on to ſhew their firmneſs in equity ; 
repreſenting them as perſons ſuperior to all 
the arts of getting money, which have not 
righteouſneſs for their foundation; They 
*< defpiſe the gain of oppreſſions: and furs 
ther ſhews how careful they are that no pro 
ſpects of pain may induce them to become 
partial in judgment reſpecting an injury 
„% They fhake their hands from 19 
c bribes.” „ ; k 7. $4110" 
Again, where any intereſt is ſo connected 
with ſhedding blood, that the cry ef inn64 
cent blood goes alfo with itz he points out 
their care to keep innocent blood from cryin 
againſt them, in the ſimilitude of ſa man ſtop- 
piſig his ears to prevent a ſound from eneer- 
ing his head, They ſtop xheir ears from 
< hearing blood; and where they Ktiow 


W 
that wickedneſs is committed, he peints- ef 
wich care, that they do not by an unguarded 

S B b 2 friendſhip 
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friendſhip with the authors of it; appear like 
unconcerned lookers on, but as people ſo 
deeply affected with ſorrow, that they cannot 
endure to ſtand by and behold it ; this here- 


* 


his eyes from ſeeing evil.” _ 
Who amongſt us ſhall dwell with the de- 
„ youring fire? Who amongſt us ſhall dwell 
&© with everlaſting burnings? He that walk- 
eth righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly, He 
&© that deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, that 
& ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes, 
** that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
ic and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing evil.“ 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 14, 15. AD, > 

He proceeds in the ſpirit of prophecy to 
ſhew how the faithful being ſupported under 
| temptations, would be preſerved from that 
defilement that there is in the love of money; 
that as they who in a reverent waiting on 
God, feel their ſtrength renewed, are ſaid to 
t mount upward ;” ſo here their preſervation 
from the ſnare of unrighteous gain, is repre- 


* 


fented in the likeneſs of a man, borne up 


above all crafty, artful means of getting the 
advantage of another, They ſhall dwell on 
* high; and points out the ſtability and 
firmneſs of their, condition, * His place of 


defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks ;” 


and that under all the outward appearances, 
of loſs, in denying himſelf of gainful profits 
for nighteouſneſs lake, yet through the care 
of him who, provides for the ſparrows, he 
thould have a ſupply anſwerable to his infi- 


preſents in the ſimilitude of a man ſhutting 


! as ds ee 
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nite wiſdom, “% Bread ſhall be given him, 
© his waters ſhall be ſure.” And as our Sa- 


viour mentions the fight of God to be attain- 


able by © the pure in heart,” fo here the pro- 
phet painted our, how in true ſanctification 
the underſtanding is opened, to behold the 
Pn harmonious nature of his kingdom, 
© thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beauty: 
and that looking beyond all the afflictions 
which attend the righteous, to * a habitati- 
© on eternal in the heavens,” they with an 
eye divinely open ** ſhall behold the land that 


is very far off. 


He ſhall gycll on high, his place of de- 
© fence ſhall be the munitions of rocks, brea 
ce ſhall be given him, his waters ſhall be ſure, 
„ Thine eyes ſhall fee the king in his beauty; 
”" chen (hat behold the wo that is very far 

© off,” Iſaiah xxxiii. 16, | 

I often remember, and to me the ſubject 
is awful, that the great Judge of all the earth 
doeth that which is right, and that he“ be- 
= * fore whom the nations are as the drop of 

a bucket,” is * no reſpecter of perfons.”* 
ak for them, who like the inſpired pro- 
phet, “ in the way of his Judgments wait 
for him.” Iſaiah xxvi. 8. 

When we feel him to fit as a 3 with 
fire, and know a reſignednęſs wrought in us 
to that which he appoints for us, his bleſſing 
in a very low eſtate, is found to be more pre- 
cious than much outward treaſure in thoſe 
ways of life where the e of his ſpirit 
are not *. | 

The 
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1 ny in a ſight of divine work 84 
Lo eople, declared in the name 
7. T 1 will ather all nations and 
*, Sens NG they thall come and ſee 
5 hee Iſaiah IXvi. 18. And again, 5 from 
«the ity of the ſun to the going down of 
«the fi; 5 my name ſhall be great amongſt. 
PE the d entiles, and in every place incenſe 
60 mall be offered to my name, and a PEE 
5 offering.“ Malachi i. 11. 
> "Behold ere how the prophets had an in- 
$I 122 of the ſpreading of the kingdom 
'and how he was ſpoken of as one 
og walt „take the heathen for his inhe- 
< ritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
<«< 1 105 poſſeſſion.“ Pfal. ii. 8. That ehe 
« was An for a light to the Gentiles; and 
N lvation to che e ends of the earth. & 
Tale IX. 6. 
1 8 Meditite on this divine work, 
290 ok 805 à work that the prophets felt 5 
== Chriſt ' appeared viſibly on earth, 
ineniber the bitter agonies he endured 
bande red out his ſoul unto death, 
Kachen nations, as well as others, 
985 5 eto t the ENOTES of the truth 


aig | 
"gk bs 77 Item ate on this mar vellous 
NES Fa — the angels deſire to 


125 

"<6 Look "3.12; "And behold peo- 
179 15 MAN: Rs ght hath eminec 

ä 7 who have received many 

of | ou IR Fang of dur hea- 
indifferent“ with fe- 

ſpect 
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82 publiſhing the lad tidin 55 ſt 
* IP tiles, 4 om in d ERR 25 


5 5 Ned with many ang io Fore bile A 3 
tp iring after wealth and worldly. hogours, | 
abe Pola d of means to obtain their ends, 


ending to ſtir up wrath and indignation, 
01 1 an Abborrence in them to the 
name of chriſtianity. - When theſe things are 


h attend how mouenfyl, is the | 
en 1 ed to, 


t is worthy of r emembrance, that cople 
in different ages, a ply baptiſed into 5 
ture of that work for which Chriſt f 2557 
have joyfully offered up their liberty and 1755 
forth promoting of it in the earth, _, 
Pohcarp, who was reputed a diſciple of st. 
"es, having attained to great age, was at 
ength ſentenced to di r his religion and 
bas brought to the rayed, nearly, as 
follyws, © Thou G an Father of, our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom I have received 
the knowledge of thee ! O God of che angels 
and] powers, and of eyery living. 5 3 
and of all ſorts of juſt m which, live 1 
preſence. J thank thee ! 13 thou h fk 
ciouſly vouchſafed this day qu this 0 
allot me a portion 3 
martyrs, among the af rl, wg 
” "the reſurrection, of daes kf 199057 
whom I ſhall be received xs. fight, this 


us . 8 and 1 a1 


550 17 00 1 5 1 5 


1 . ; e "hy, wel 
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hf to whom, with thee and the holy Ghoſt, 
e all glory, world without end. Amen. 
_ Biſhop Latimer, when ſentence of death 
y fire, was pronounced againſt him, on ac- 
count of his firmneſs, in the cauſe of religion, 
he faid, I thank God moſt heartily ! that 
he hath prolonged my life to this end; that 
I may, in this caſe glorify him by chis kind 
pf death.” Fox's Acts and Mon. 936. 

William Dewſbery, who had ſuflered much 
for his religion, in his laſt ſickneſs, encou- 
raging his friends to faithfulneſs, made men- 
tion, like good old Jacob, of the loving kind- 

neſs of God to him in the courſe of his life, 
and that through the power of divine love, 
he for Chriſt's ſake had joyfully entered pri- 
ſons. See introduction to his works. 

L mention theſe, as a few examples, out of 
many, of the powerful operation of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, where pcople are fully 3 to 
it, and of the ardent longings in their minds 
for the ſpreading of his kingdom amonglt - 

mankind. Now: to thoſe, in the preſent age, 
who truly know Chriſt, and feel the nature 
of his peaccable Gon Pond i opened in their, 
underſtandings, how loud is that call where- 
with we are called to faithfulneſs ; that in 
following this pure light of life, we as 
«© workers, together with him,” may labour 
in that great work for which, he was, offered, 
as a ſacrifice on the croſs; and that his peace- 
able doctrines may ſhine through us in their 
real re at a time when the name of; 

- chriſtianity 


# 
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dealt is become hateful ta ma f the 


eathen. 8 . 
When Gehazi had ne Hears) which 
the prophet under divine direction had-r 
ed, and was returned from the buſineſs; the 
prophet troubled at his conduct, queried 
In was. a time chus ta Prepare for a ſpecious 
V1 | + e 52 
01 it a time to receive money and gar- 
% ments, men ſervants and maid ſervauts, 
{© theleprofy therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave 
eto thee and to thy ſeed forever.” 2 Kings 
v. 26; And O that we may lay to heart the 
condition of the preſent time! and humbly: 
follow his counſel, who alone is able to pre- 
pare the way for a true bunten yea, 
amongſt mankind, _ 


02 diuine Admenitions. 8921 117 6 


8 U CH are the perfetions of our en ; 
ly Father, that 1n all the difpenfarions of? 
his providence, it is our duty, * in every” 
thing, to give thanks.“ Though fro the 
firſt ſettlement of this part of America, he 
hath not extended his judgments td the degree 
of famine, yet worms at times have come 
forth beyond numbering, and” Hid waſte” 
fields of grain and graſs, where they have * 
appeared : another kind, in great multitudes, 
| working 
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working but of fight, in graſs ground, have 
ſo eat the roots that the ſurface, being looſ- 
ened from the ſoil IE wish be en 
. ee ſheets. 0 „ 0 55 
Theſe kind of devourin 8 creatures nnr 
ing ſeldom,, and coming in ſuch multitudes, 
their generation appears different from moſt 
other reptiles, and by the prophet were call- 
ed “ God's _— ſent amongſt the People.“ 
7 Wa on 
Abend Rave been tempeſis of hal, which 
have very much deſtroyed the grain where 
they extended. Through long drought in 
ſummer, grain in ſome Placen! hath, been leſs 
than half the uſual quantity *; and in the 
continuance thereof, I have beheld with at- 
tention, from week to week, how dryneſs 
from the top of the earth, hath extended 
deeper and deeper, while the corn and plants 
have languiſhed; and with reverence my 
mind hath been turned toward HIM, who 
being perfect in goodneſs, in wiſdom and 
power, doeth all things right. And after 
Jong drought, when the ſky hath grown dark 
with a, collecion:of matter, and clouds like 
lakes off water hung over our heads, from 
whence the thirſty land hath been ſoaked ; I 
have at times, with awfulneſs, beheld the ve- 
hement operation of lightning, made ſome- 
tines Wavoompany theſe: as a\mef- 
Hod en go. tn Fe lenger 
4 en oa ei 001 — 4) Sts rt © 
77 Dio T 507 7151701 Med Bolt e nn 


* When dbpdithy, Ide anger t Wied cite 


ef poor tenants may be mercifully conſidered. 
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ſenger from HIM who created allhithings, to 
remind us of our duty in a rightauſe of thoſe 
benefits, and give ſtriking admomtions, that 
we do not miſapply thoſe gifts, in which an 
Almighty power is exerted, in beſtowing 
them upon us. GE A. 
When I have cinfidered 3 many of our 
fellow creatures ſuffer much in ſome places, 
for want of the neceſſaries of life, whilit thoſe 
who rule over them are too much given to 
luxury, and divers vanities ; and beholdithe 
apparent deviation from pure wiſdom amongſt 
us, in the uſe of the outward gifts of God; 
thoſe marks of famine have appeared like 
humbling admonitions from him, that we 
might be inſtructed by gentle chaſtiſements, 
and might ſeriouſſy conſider our ways; re- 
membring that the outward ſupply>ob life is 
a gift from our heavenly Father, andsthat we 
ſhould no more venture to ute, or apply his 
gifts, in a way contrary to pure wifdbmc 
Should we continuè to reject! thoſe merei- 
ful admonitions, and uſe his gifts at homq, 
contrary to the gracious deſign of the giver, 
or ſend them abroad in a way of trade, which 
the ſpirit of truth doth not lead into; and 
ſhould he whoſe eyes are upon all buỹ ways, 
extend his chaſtiſements: ſo; far as to reduce 
us to much greater diftrefs than hath e 
felt by theſe provinces; with what ſorrow of 
heart might we meditate on that ſubject, 
*© Haſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf, 


« in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
oof God. ben be! ſeu thee, 0 f Tenne ? 


U &/0 ck * 


380. ON DIVINE ADMONITIONS. 


& Thine awn wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, 
* and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove thee: 
„ know'therefore and fee, that it is an evil 
„thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not 
in thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts.” Jer, 
1 %, 19. 

My mind hath often been affected with 
ſorrow, in beholding a wrong application of 
the gifts of our heavenly Father ; and thoſe 
expreſſions concerning the defilement of the 
carth have been opened to my underſtanding, 
„The earth was corrupt before God, and 
the earth was filled with violence.” Gen, 
vi. 11. Again, Ifaiah xxiv. 5. The earth 
& alfo, is Fa under the inhabitants there- 
1 of, becauſe they have—broken the ever- 
" laſting covenant.” 

The earth being the work of a divine pow- 

er, may not as ſuch be accounted unclean; 
but when violence is committed thereon, and 
the channel of righteouſneſs ſo obſtructed, 
that in our ſkirts are found the blood of 
the ſouls of poor innocents ; not by a ſe- 
6 cret ſearch, but upon all theſe,” Jerem, 
11. T , 

When blood, ſhed urige. remains 
unattoned for, and the inhabitants are not 
effectually purged from it, when they do not 

waſh their hands in innocency, as was figur- 
ed in the law, in' the caſe of one being found 

{lain ; 


ks. Da 


Sec a cantion aud warning to Great Britain and her co- 
Jones, page 3 1. 
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Main ; but ſeek for gain ariſing from ſcenes 
of violence and oppreſſion, here the land is 
polluted with blood. Deut. Xxi. 6. 

Moreover, when the earth is planted and 
tilled, and the fruits brought forth are appli- 
ed to ſupport unrighteous purpoſes; here the 
gracious deſign of infinite goodneſs, in theſe 
his gifts being perverted, the earth is defiled; 
and the complaint formerly uttered becomes 
applicable; “ Thou haſt made me to ſerve «# 
* with thy ſins; thou haſt wearied me with | 
*© thine iniquities.“ Iſaiah xliii. 24. 


THE END, 


SUNDRY SUBJECTS. 


Pirſt printed in London, 1773. 


. 


D 
On loving our Neighbours as ourſelves. 


W HEN we love the Lord with all 
"M/Y/ our hearts, and his creatures in his 
love, we are then preſerved in ten- 
derneſs both toward mankind and the animal 
creation; but if another ſpirit gets room in 
our minds, and we follow it in our proceed- 
ings, we are then in the way of diſordering 
the affairs of ſociety, 

If a man ſucceſsful in bufineſs expehds 
part. of his income in things of no real uſe, 
while the poor employed by him paſs through 

eat difficulties in getting the neceſſaries of 
life this requires his ſerious attention. » 


= 
474 
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If ſeveral principal men in-bufmeEs-unite 
in ſetting the wages of thoſe who work for 
hire, and therein have regard to a. profit to 
themſelves anſwerable to unneceſſapy-expthce 
in their families, while the wages of the others 
on a moderate induſtry will not afford a com- 
fortable living for their families, and a pro- 
per education for their children; this is like 
laying a temptation in the way of ſome to 
{trive” for a place higher than they are in, 
when they have not ſtock ſufficient for it. 
Now I feel a concern in the ſpring of pure 
love, that all who have plenty of outward 
ſubſtance, may example others in the right 
uſe of things; may carefully look into the 
condition of poor people, and beware of ex- 
acting on them with regard to their wages. 
While hired labourers, by moderate in- 
duſtry, through the divine bleſſing, may live 
comfortably, raiſe up families, and give them 
ſuitable education, it appears reaſonable for 
them to be content with their wages. . ww 
If they who have plenty, love cheil bus 
creatures in that love which is divine, ind in 
2 their proceedings have an equal regard to 
e good of mankind univerſally, their place 
in ſociety is a place of care, an office requir- 
ing attention, and the more we poſſeſs, the. 
greater is our truſt, and with an increaſe of 
treaſure, an increaſe of care becomes neceſ- 


| When our will is ſubject to the will of God, 
and in relation ta the things of this world, 
we have nothing in view, but a Scene 

, . in e BE 6 e n AN 
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hving, equally with the reſt of our fellow 
_ creatures, then outward treafures are no-far=! 
ther dleſixrable than as we feel a” gift in dur 
minds equal, to the truſt, and ſtrength to act 
as dutiful children in his ſervice, WhO hath: 
formed all mankind, and appointed a ſub- 
ſiſtence for us in this world. 

A defire for treaſures on any ther motive, 
appears to be againſt that command of our 
bleſſed Saviour, „Lay not up for yourſelves 
& treaſures on curth, Mats vi. ig J 2604 

He forbids not laying up in the ſummer 
againſt the wants of winter; nor doth he 
teach us to be ſlothful in that which properly 
relates to our. being in this world; but in 
this prohibition he puts in yourſelves! © Lay 
% not wy for PR treaſures ray ory 
« earth. 3 : Das 3 | ; 

Now in. the pure light} this ene is 
underſtood, for in the love of Chriſt there is 
no reſpect of perſons; and while we abide in 
his love, we live not to ourſelves, but to him 
who died for us. And as we are thus united 
in ſpirit to Chriſt, we are engaged to labour 
in promoting chat work in the earth fur N 
he ſuffered. Ste e 1 

In this ſtate of mind dur dufires arc, ahas 
every. honeſt meraber in ſociety may have 4 
portion of treaſure, and ſhare of truſt, an- 

Iwerable to that gift, with which our. heas 
venly Father hath gifted uu... 

In great treaſure, there is a great truſt. 

A great truſt requireth great care. 1 | 
- Bur ets mind wants reſb4-5! | 

| A Ng 
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A pious man is content to do a ſhare of 
| buſineſs in ſociety, anſwerable to the gifts 

with which he is endowed, while the chan- 
nels of buſineſs are free from unrighteouſ- 
neſs, but is careful leſt at any time his heart 
be overcharged. 

In the harmonious ſpirit of ſociety © Chriſt 
is all in all,” Col. iii. 11. 

Here it 1s that old things are paſt away, 
all things are new, all things are of God,” 
2 Cor. v. 17, 18. and the deſire for outward 
riches 1 is at an end. 

They of low degree who have ſmall gifts. 
enjoy their help who have lar _ gifts; thoſe 
with their 7 gifts, have a ſmall degree of 
care, while theſe with their large gifts, — 
a large degree of care: and thus to abide in 
the love of Chriſt, and enjoy a comfortable 
living in this workd's 1s all that 1s aimed at by 
thoſe members in ſociety, to whom Chrilt is 
made wiſdom and righteouſneſs. 

But when they who have much treaſure, 
are not faithful ſtewards of the gifts of Gad, 
great difficulties attend it. 

Now this matter hath deeply affected my 
mind. The Lord, through merciful chaſtiſe- 
ments, hath given me a feeling of that love, 
in which the harmony of ſociety ſtandeth, 
and a fight of the growth of that ſeed which 
bringeth forth wars and great calamities in 
the world, and a labour attends me to open 
it to others. 

Now to act with integrity, ac to 
that ſtrength of mind and body with which 
c our 


N * 
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our creator hath endowed each of us, :apprars 


nereſſury for all, and he who thus ſtands in 
the Joweſt ſtation, ' appears to be entitled to as 


comfortable and convenient a living, as he 


whoſe gifts of mind are greater, and whoſe 


cares are more extenſi ve! 
Af ſome end wed with ſtrong underſtand- 
ings as men, abide not ii the harmonious 
ſtate, in wich we love our neighbours as 
„ Gurſelves,“ but walk im that ſpirit in which 
the children of this world are wiſe in their 
generation; theſe by the ſtrength of contri- 


vance may ſometimes gather great treaſure, 


but the wiſdom of this, world is foolithneſs 
with' God; and if ve. gather treaſures in 
worldly wifdoni, we lay up “ treafures for 
„ ourſelves”! and great treaſures managed 
in any other ſpirit, chan the ſpirit of truth, 
diſordereth the affairs of ſociety, for hereby 
the good gifts of God in this outward, crea- 


tion are turned into the channels of worldly 


honour, and frequently applied to ſupport 
luxury, While the wages of poor labourers 
are ſuch, © that with moderate induſtry and 
frugality they may not live eomfortably, raiſe 
up families, and give them ſuitable educati- 
on, but through the ſtreightneſs of their con- 
dition, are often drawn on to labour under 
Hrrearineſs, to toil through hardſhips them- 
"ſelves; and frequently to oppreſs thoſe uſeful 
animals with Which we are entruſtet. 

From agè to age, throughout all ages, di- 
ine love is chat alone, in which dominion 
has been, is; and willabe rightly conducted. 


Fo! 
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| In this the endowments of men are ſo em- 
ploybd, that the friend and the geyvernor are 
united in one, and oppreſſive cuftoms, come 
t0 an end. 8 Jt inen * bn 5 Adgnotmgs 3 
Riches in the hands of individugig in for 
ciety; is attended with-ſome-degreaof power; 
and ſo fur as power is: put forth ſeparate from 
pure love, fo * the government of the Prince 
of Peace is interrupted; and as we now not 
that our children after us will dwell in that 
Rate in which power, is rightly; applied, to 
lay up riches for them appears to be ann 
.the nature of! dis government. } VEIL 5 
+ The carth, through the labour of men un- 
os the bleſſing of him who formed at, yield 
eth a ſupply for the inhabitants from gene- 
ration to generation, and they WhO Walk in 
the pure light, their minds are prepared to 
taſte and reliſh not only thoſe bleſings which 
are ſpiritual, but alſo feel a ſweetneſs and ſa- 
cis faction in a right uſe of the good gifts of 
ine in the viſible creation. r bag Annona 
Here we fee! that man's happineſs, ſtands 
not in great poſſeſſions, but in a heart, de- 
voted to follow » Chriſt, in that,uſe of thingb, 
-whero cuſtoms contrary to univerſal, love have 
no power: over uH 1 i gurt 10 no 
In this ſtate our hearts are prepared to truſt 
- God, àud ourſdeſines for our chaldnen and 
poſteriry ares that they; vith che welt of mun- 
kind, in nges to come, may beſof/that num- 
ber, of whom the: hath ſaidgj Sol will be a 
4 father to then,” and they thall be my ſons 
Saddrdavghtgh,5 Corp xi. . 199d 2250 
* = „ When 


— —— — 
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When wages in a fruitful land bear ſo ſmall 


a proportion to the neceflaries of life, th 


poor honeſt people who have families cannot 
by a moderate induſtry attain to a comfort- 


ble living, and give their children ſufficient 

ning, but muſt either. labour to a degree 

of oppreſſion, or elſe omit that which n 
to be a duty. ul 

While this is che ca en with the poar, oe 

is an inclination in the minds of moſt people, 

to prepare at leaſt ſo much treaſure for their 

children, chat they with care and moderate 

induſtry may live free from theſe bardſhips 


which the poor paſs through. 


Now this ſubject requireth our ferious,con- 
fideration : to labour that our children may 
be put in a way to live comfortably, appears 
in itſelf to be a duty, ſo long as; theſe our 
labours are conſiſtent with univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs; but if in ſtriving to ſhun poverty, 
we do not walk in that ſtate Where Chriſt is 
our life, then we wander; He that 
5 hath the Son, hath life, 1 John w. g. 
% This life is the light of men, John i. 4. 

f we walk not in this light, we walk in 
darkneſs, and ““ he that — in in darkneſs, 
f5 knoweth not mf he Wan "Jahn 
ed 101 police 110% 

To keep to right means in labouring to 


attain a right end is neceſſary: if in ſtriving 


to ſhun poverty, we ſtriye only in that ſtate, 
here Chrſt is the light of our life, our la- 
bours will ftand in the true harmony of ſo- 


m 3: but if People amel gonfidint. that the 


end 


%% dd. od 


* 
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end aimed at is good, and in chis confillencg 
purſue it ſo eagerly, as not to wait for the 
ſpirit of truth to lead them, then they come 
to'loſs. | Chriſt is given to be a leader and 
commander of the people, Iſaiah Iv. 
Again; «The Lord ſhall guide thee: conti- 
1 nually,“ Ifalah lviii. 12. Again; “Lord, 
* thou wilt ordain peace for us, for 
e alſo haſt wiolughts all our works in us. 
Iſtiah' xvi. 12. 
In the Lord have we righteouſneſs and 
a. ſtrength, * Iſaiah &lv; 2. ili 
In this ſtate our minds are preſerved watch 
ful in following the leadings of his ſpirit in 
all our proceedings in this world, £45 a car 
is felt for 'a ' reformation in general; tlia 
our on poſterity, with the reſt of mankin 
in ſucceeding ages, may not be entangle: 
by 'eppreſfive cuſtoms, ' tranſmitted to them 
through our hands: ' but if people in the 
narrownels of natural love, ate afraid that 
their children will be Fe by the rich, 
and through an eager defire to get ah inn 


depart from the pure leading s of truth ino 
cate, though it may ſeem > be a mall mat 
ter, yet the mind 2581 in that ſmall matter 
may be emboldened to continue in a r of 
proceeding, without  W20g for the diving 
Leader. 1851 63 05 4 81 
Thus Praple may grave: expert in buſineſs, 
"iſ in the wiſlom of this world, retain 
fair reputation amongſt men, and yet being 
ſtrangers to the voice of Chriſty the ſafe-lead- 


er of his flock, the treaſures thus gotten, 
Los | may 


1 7 8 ef 1814 A x 21. Pl } 
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1090 TIF 
may be like ſnares to the feet of theip Hive: 
Mag 217 to 2qiffth;; ag 
Nov tò keep: faithful 10 the pure count 1— 
lor; and under trying, circuiaſ (ANCES, 185 
adverfity for righteguſnelſs lake; in this, here 
ISvregardy IMA wy . 

It we, being. poor, are ne dealt eh 
by chofe who are rich, and under, this Arlt 
culty are frugal and induſtrious, and in true 
Humility open our caſe to hem who opprels 
us, this may reach the pure, witneſs: in t. their 
minds; and though, wel ſhould remain under 
difficulties as to the outward, yet if we abide 


in the love of Chriſt, Wl: will work off our 


3 111 vo. 
9% "When we feel what it is 0 1 9 in che true 
Aeg ſtate, then we experience the truth 
of thoſe expreſſions, that, „as the ſufferings 
of Chriſt abound in, us, ſo our conſolation 
4 aboundeth by Chriſt,”,;2, Cor, i. F. . ;, 
But if poor people who, are hardly dealt 
1. owtithi? do not attain to the true 79 —. 0 ſtate, 


doi not labour in true love with thoſe Who 


deal hardly with them, but envy their out- 
Ward greatnefs,, murmur in their hearts be- 
-» eauſctof their own poverty, and ſtri ce in the 
ifdom of this world to get riches for them- 
feldes ant their children; this is like Wan- 
dering ain the dars. _— 
f wewho-are of a middle 8 Veryfeen 
oriches andi poverty, arg affected at times Frith 
the oppreſſions of the poor, and feel a tender 
"2 regard for our poſterity after us; O how ne- 
ceſſary 


5 6 


„ 0A — — — 
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A 
coſa is it that we wait for the pure cowlfel 
RIG 10 JogTr 207 of #* Mik 3 if gc vy * BITE 
1 e have ſeen the hardſhips of the poor; 
felt an eager delire thar their children max 
be put in a way to eſcape” theſe; hardthips:$ 
but how few have continued in that pure love 
which openeth our underſtandings to proceed 
rightly under theſe diffeulties? 
How few have faithfully followed that ho- 
ly Leader who prepares his people to labour. 
for the reſtoration of true har mony nene 
our fellow-crearures ! PM 15:57 76g 2ul eur 
0 In the pure goſpel ſpirit | we walk by 
faith and not by fight,” 2 Cor. v 7 
In the Obedience of faith we die to the nar- 
rowneſs of ſelf- love, and our life being hid 
with Chriſt in God, our hearts are enlarged 
N GERT mankind univerſally ; ; but in depart- 
from the true Ao hs unt . 


Nd 8 pure off life Nh. $09 EY 
ow faithfulneſs in following the ſpirit,of 
truth, that ſtate where our minds are devot- 
ed to ſerve God, and'all our wants are ſbound- 
ed hy his Wiſdbm, this habitation has often 
deen opened before" me as a plate of retire- 
ment ber the chüldren of the light, where 
we may ſtand ſe parated from thatwhich-diſ- 
ordereth and tale the affflirs of ſociety, 
and where, we! may have à teſtimony uf our 
e in tlie hearts bf thoſt who. behold 


21087 1 1 Toth 1000 74 to dq 147 
ir won O ; 217 Tots ? 160 The 
wife) h ; t BI ough 
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on Through departing from the truth as it is 


in Jeſus, through introducing ways of life 
attentled With unnereſſary expences, many 
waits hade ariſen,” the minds of people have 
bern employed in ſtudying to ger wealth; and 
in this Purſuit! ſome departing from equity, 
have retained a profeſſion of religion; others 
have looked at their example, and thereby 
been ſtren ngthened to proceed further in the 
fame way: thus many Have encouraged the 
trade of taking men from Arie an ſelling 
Am as ave s.. do 1 
It hath been coated nt rut one hun- 
dred thoufand Negroes have of late years 
been taken annually. from that coaſt, by 1 
cliploy ed in the Engliſh trade, + 
have travelled on religious vilhs: in 


Wine parts of America, I have ſeen many of 


theſe people under the command of Wer, 
in a panfu ſervitude. 

T have beheld them as Gentiles undder peo- 
ple profeſſing chriſtianity, not only kept ig- 
Norant of the holy ſcriptures, but under 
great provocations to Wrath; of whom it 
may truly be faid, They chat rule over ther 
© make them to Howl, atid the holy Name Is 

<<. abundantly: blaſphemed, Iſaiah Iii. 
Where child — are tauglit to read the facretl 
writings, ''while young, and exumpled in 
meekneſs and humility; it is often helpful to 
them; nor is this any more than a debt due 

from us to a ſucceeding age. 8 
But where youth are pinched dern want of 
the neceilaries of life, forced to labour hard 
under 
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under the barſh rebukes of rigotaasover- 
ſrers, and many times endure unmerciful 
whippings: in ſuch an education, h⁰ 
are the diſadvantages they lie under And 
how forcibly do theſe thin Fa work againſt the 
increaſe of) the. government of the Prince of 
Peader 1 i ef to no olan a D518 58 

| Hliuhrphicy Smich, in his works, p. 125, 
ſptaking ef the tender feelings of the love of 
Gol in his heart when he was a child faid; 
ys the violent wrathful nature that ruled 
in _— was my quietneſs diſturbod, aud 

begotten in mie toward them, yet that 

ef Boche in me was not wholly overcome, but 
Ins love was felt an my heart, and great Was 
my grief when therearthly+mindedneſ: and 
wrathful nature ſo Rr me, that I was 
efbranged fyotm it. ! fo n ee 
„And this I write as a Warning to bal. 
rents and others, that in the fear af the live: 
ing God, you may train up the youth, and 
may not be a means pony nnn them inte 
fuchmnlicnation. e ee Io Far ot 
Many are the vanities and-luxaries of the 
preſent age, and in labouring to {ſupports 
way of living conformable tothe preſent 
world, the departure from that wiſcdom that 
is pure and peaceable, hath been great. 

Under the ſenie of a deep revolt, and an 
overflowing: ſtream of unrighteouſneſu, Amy: 
life has been often a life of » mourning, and 
tender deſires are raiſed in me, that therna- 
ture: of this mn be Jaid toſheart. 
„i to 221161415 Þhave' 


oY 
» ia 
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I have read ſome books; wrote by, peop! 
who! were! acquainted). with the. manner o ” 
getting flaves in Atrica.“ Etat zt, 4000 

Ehavethad verbal xelations, of this, nature 
from ſeveral Negroes brought 1 rica, 
who have learned to talk Englith 1 
I have ſundry times, heard Englithmen 
ſpeak on this ſubject, y have, ee A+ 
friea on chis. buſineſs; and from, all theſe ac- 
counts it appears evident that — Abe 
is committed, and much, 119% the <a, A- 
frica in (getting lave. 

When thred or fou Inmdaed, aca are, put 
in the hold of a veſſe * in a hot ee 
breathing ſoon aſſectsethe air. Were that 
number of free Peoplz to go ,pallengers with 
all things proper for their voyage, there 
would inconvenience ariſe from their num- 
ber; but ſlaves, are taken by. violence, and 
frequently endeavour to kill, the white peg- 
ple, that they may return to their native 
land. Hence they are frequenty kept under 
ſuch a fort of confinement, by means of ach 
'a'ſcent/aviſeth- inthe hold, of a thip, an 
>temipers, often break out amongſt rhe, of 
which many die. |, Ot, this, tainted air in the : 
hold of: 1hyps freighted, with Mayes, I I have 
had ſeveral accounts, ſome in print, and ſome 
verbal, and all agree chat the cent is griev- 
ous. Wheistheſe people are ſold in America, 
and in the iſlands, they are made to labour 

\ zin a manner more ſervilę and conſtant, t than 

\ Ny te whack: rs Ae, to at Me pes har 
Ll | "4 Ii 


- 110 148191 
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witli grief, with different diet from what has 
Uber? ommon with them; and with hard A 
bour, ſome thouſands are computed to die 
on ear, in _— ig called the ſeaſoning. 
Thus it appears evident, chat great num- 
bers of cheſs ſeo ple are brought every year 
to an umtim end; 720 8 . chem being 
ſuch WhO Teverkafiited. tis | 2107 no Anggr 

Where the innocent Auer under hard- 
hearted men, even utito death, and the chan- 
nels of equi y are 165 obſtructed, that the 
cauſe of the ſutterers is not judged in righte- 
oufnefs, „the 1 nd is 0 lured with blood,” 7 
Nythb. er. wal al [5] A 1 

Where blood hath been hed i 
and remains unattoned for, the: ery” thaicaF is 
very PIebang; 1903; * att Is 

Inder the humbling dif} Wee of 1 
Providence, this ery hath deeply affected my 
heart, and I feel à concern to open, as L may 
be etiable, that' Which lieth heavy on 72 
mind. 110909 3174; 

When 1 iwüguley vof the huuſt of Iba! 
«and of Judah was exceeding great, when 
the land was defiled with blood, and the 

* city full of perverſneſs, Burk. iX. 9. 
Some were found ſighing and crying for 

e tlie Abominations of tlie times/ * KEzek. ix. H. 
and ſuch who live under a rihncfedlakg of 
our condition as a nation, hell truſt will 

£ be fenſible that the Lord at tliis day doth call 
'tp/ mourning, chough many are ignorant of 
it. So powerful are bad cuſtoms when they 


become general, that people growing 3 
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thro the examples one of another, have often 


been unmoved at the moſt ſerious warnings. 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaking of tlie people 

aft the old "world, ſaid, They eat, 7 — 
«© drank,” they married, and were given in 
„ marriage, until che day chat Noah went 
into the ark, and the flood came and de- 

by a tree eh all,” Luke xvii, 27. 
The like he ſpake concerning the acl of 
Socken; Who are alſo repreſented by the pro- 
Phet as haughty, luxurious, and prefiye'; 4 

This was the ſin of Sodom, pride, fulne 
** of bread, and abundance of: idleneſs was 
& found in her, and in her daughters; nei- 
1 ther did ſhe Krengthen the hands of | the 

poor and needy,” Ezek. xvi. 49. 

Now in a revolt ſo deep as this, an 
* blood has been ſhed unrighteouſly, in 
carrying on the ſlave-trade, and in ſupport- 
wg the practice of keeping flaves, which at 
this day is unattoned for, and crieth from 
the earth, and from the Ty | againſt the op 
Hor ACk 080 IE.. 
While this prudlok is IG ESP and un- 
der a great lond of guilt there is more un- 
righreouſneſs een 3 Nats of ckiugs 
nene ” Et 
' — There is a love his 3 in nature, 
and à parent beholding his child in miſery 
hath'a feeling of the affliction; but in divine 
love the heart is enlarged twazds mankind 
univerſally; and prepared to ſympathiſe with 
— 2 though” in che loweſt Rayons in 


Of 
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Of this the, prophet appears to havg had. a 
feeling, when he laid, Have we not all one 
2 Father? Hath. not one, God: created us? 
& „Why then do we deal treacherouſly every 
„man with his brother, in Prophaning the 

© covenant of our fathers ?” . Mal. ii. Hen 
„ee B of old heard * groans of the 
OR of Iſrael under the hard taſk-mnaſters 
in Egypt, I truſt hath. looked down from his 

holy n on the miſeries of cheſe deep 


ecbarſt people. Many lives have been 
ſhortned through extreme oppreſſion, While 
they laboured to ſupport luxury and worldly 
VE and tho' many. people in outward 
755 e may think little of choſe Things, 
yet t 


gracious Creator hath regard to che 
cries of the 1 daegent. however unnoticed ** 


men ; 
| The Jord j in the _— of his goodneſs 3 is, 
leading ſome into the feeling of the condition 


of this people, who cannot. reſt without la- 


» 


bouring as their advocates; of which i in ſome, 


meaſure I have had experience, for, in the 
movings of his love in my heart, theſe poor 


ſufferers have been brought near to me. 


The unoffending aged and infirm made bs 


labour too hard, kept on a diet leſs com- 
fortable, than, their weak ſtate. required, and 


| expoſed to great diſficultięs under ard-heart-, | 


ed men, to whaſe ſufferings I have often, 
been a witaeſs, and under the heart-melting 
power of divine love, their miſery hath. felt 


to me like che miſery * 1. parents. 
Innocent 


1 
oy 


t 


X | 
© oo 
1610 7 


F 
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Innocent youth taken by violence flom 


their native land, from their friends andlac- 
quaintance; put on board ſhips with hoarts 


laden with ſorrow; ! expoſed to great hard- 


ſhips at ſea; placed unden people, where tlieir 
Bües have been attended! with. great poor 


tion to anger and revenge. 


Wich ehe condition of theſe youth, my 


55 


Ae hath often been affected, as with the 


afflictions of my children, and in a feeling 
of the miſery: of theſe people, and of that 


great offence which is miniſtered to them, 


my tears have been often poured out before 


the Lord. 108 #11 ask 21 5008 Jet 


hat Holy Spirit which affected my heart 
when I was a vourh, ] truſt is often felt by 
the Negroes in their native land, inclining 
their minds to that which is righteous, and 


had the profeſſed followers of Chriſt in all 
xheir conduct toward them, manifeſted a diſ- 
poſition anſwerable to the pure principle in 
their hearts, how might the holy Name have 
been honoured amongſt the Gentiles, and 
- how might we have rejoiced i in the fulfilling 
of that prophecy, I the Lord love . 


ment, I hate robbery for burnt-offtri 


* and: will direct their work in truth, =3 
© make an everlaſting covenant with»them, 
Their ſeed {hall be known amongft the 
„ Gentiles, and their offspring amongſt tlie 

cc people : all that ſee them ſhall bee 


186 them, that they are the ſeed which 


the 
0 Lord hath bloſſecl,” Rink Ki. % 2 


hr 
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Bur-in the preſent ſtate of things, O 
contrary is this practice to that meek: ſpivit, 
Snowhich'wobun Saviour laid down his late for 
us that all the ends of the earth might know 
1alvation'1 In his namen bon iq ; 69k 18 unt 
How are the ſufferings of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ſet at nought, and his name blaſ- 
phemed amongſt the Gentilos, through the 
unrighteous procevdingscof: his profeſſed fol- 
Jowers þ ut bag „Hobo ya to audit 
My mind hathꝭ often been affected, even 
Krol the days of my youth, under a ſenſe of 
that marvellous e for which God, in in- 
finite goodneſs, ſent his Son into the World. 
The opening of that ſpring ofoliving wa- 
cbr); which the rrue believers in Cliriſt ex- 
perience, by which they are redeemed from 
pride and covetouſneſs, and brought into a 
ſtate of meekneſs, where their hearts are en- 
larged in true love toward their fellow crea- 
tures univerſally q this work to me has been 
precious; and the ſpreading the knowledge of 
the truth amongſt the Gentiles been very de- 
ſirable. And the profeſſed followers of Chriſt 
joining in cuſtoms evidently unrighteous, 
vhich manifeſtly tend to ſtir up wrath, and 
uncreaſo wars and-defolations, liath often eo- 
vered my mind with ſorr ow 
we bring this matter home, and. as Job 
prpoſed to his friends, Put dug ſoul in 
\otheix favl's ſead;); Job xvi 4. algoag. ?? 
If we confider! ourſelves and our children 


as expoſed to thei hardſ{bips; Which held wo 
+4 To: | P le 


— . 2 — te 
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ple lie under in ſupporting | an imaginary 


greatneſs,” big 
Did we in fuch cafe behold an increaſe of 


taxury and ſuperfluity amongſt our oppreſ- 


ſors, and therewith felt an 3ncreaſe of the 


weight of our burdens, and expected bur Po- 
ſterity to * under oppreffion after us. 


Under at this mrlery, had we none 10 


plead our cauſe, nor an kope of relief from 
man, how would our c es aſtend to the God 


of rhe ſpirits of all fle, ho judgeth the 
world in righteouſneſs, arid in his own ' tin e 


is à refuge for the oppreſſe c? 


If chey who thus afflicted us, conti ted, a 
lay claim to religion, and were aſſi Red in 
ple, who through a friendfhip wich them 


their buſineſs by others, eſteemed pious p 


ſtrengthened their hands in tyran ny.” e © bbs 


In ſuch a ftate, when we were hunger-bit< 
ten, and could not have fufficient noutiſh- 


ment, but ſaw them in fulnefs pleaſing wa 


taſte with things fetched from far: 


When we were wearied with labeur, den 
ed the liberty to reſt, andſaw them fake 


their time at eaſe: wheh garments Acker“ 


able to our neceſſities were denied us, ' while 

we ſuw them cloathetl in that whitch' Was 

coſtly and delicate "Ny 4 
Under fuch affliction, how would theſe 


paiffful feelings riſe up as witneſſes againiſt 


their pretended devotion! And ff the name 
of their religion was mentioned in our Hear- 


ing, "how" would: 1 ſound in our ears Hke a 
; R Word 


84 
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word Which «ave Lelf-exaltation,, and 
hardneſs of heart! 


* 0 


When a trade is * productive af 
much miſery, and they who ſuffer BHS It are 
ſome. thouſand miles off, the danger is che \ 
Rs of not Wia "their ſuf rings to 


In procuring Hayes e on the als js of Africa, 
many childre are ſtolen pri oy vately; wars alſo. 
od 2p 


are encourage ongſt t Negroes but all 
is, WA great diſtance, __ 
any groans ape from dying men, which 


. 4 11 4 wy 
Many cries, are utter by widows, and fa- 
5 fg which reach not our ears. 

* cheeks are wet with tears, and faces 


fd with unurterable grief, Which we ſeg, 


not 13 
ruel tyranny is encouraged, The un 
oft ek are ſtrengthened, and thouſands 
reduced to the moſt feet flavery, who N 
ver ene e ts 
ere, we for the term of one year only 4 
be Week to what ran in Sen 
theſe, flaves: 
the blood which; is chere ſhed. to, be 
| rlnkled e on our garments 
Mere the poor captives bound wah chokes. 
heavy, laden with elephants teeth, to paſs Be- 
fore our eyes on their way to the ſea: 0 
Were their; bitter lamentations day after 
day to ring in our ears, and their mournfu 
cries in the night to hinder us from fleep- 


in 
* D d Were 
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Were Tre to hear The ſound of the tumult 
when the ſlaves on board the ſhips attempt 
to kill the Engliſh, and benen the iſſue of 
thoſe bloody conflicts 

What pious man could be a veritnefd to theſe 
things, and, ſec A trade carried on in this 
manner, without wann affected with 
ſorrow»! is N 263 e nel 91 

Through abiding in the jane of -Chriſt we 


feel a tenclerneſs in our hearts toward our 


fellow- creatures, entangled in preſſive cuſ- 
toms ; and a concern ſo to walk, that our 
conduct may not be # means of ſtr enigehening 
them 1n error. AA. 

It was the command of the Lee through 
Moſes, „Thou ſhalt not ſuffer fin upon thy | 
„brother: thou ſhalt in anywiſe rebuke thiy 
„ brother; and ſhalt not luffer ſin upon 
eee, ip ne 1003 

Again; Keep far froth a falle mütter "Ip 
Wand the innocent and righteous My ti 
& not.” Exod. xxiii. 7. 7 

The prophet Iſaiah mentions: oppteMicd as 
that which the true church in time! of out- 
ward e ſhould not only be clear of, but 

uld be hr from it; Thou ſhalt be far 


from oppreſſion.“ Iſaiah Hv. 14. No 


theſe words, far from, appear to have ah ex- 
tenſive meaning, gand ito” convey: Iinſtrultion F 
in regard to that of which Solomon ſpeaks, 
*© Though hand join in hand, the wiekell 
„ ſhall not go unpuniſhed.““ Prov. Xvi. 5 
It: was) a complaint againſt one of old, 


„ Mͤhen thou ſaweſt a thief, thou control. i 
Fecht wich him,“ Pal; 1. bs 6 The 
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The. prophet Jeremiah repreſents the «dew: 
grees af preparation toward 1dolatrous facri- 
fice, in the ſimilitude of a work caro ou 
by bildidoc: men and Women. f SF he 
* children gather weod, the fathers kindle 
the fire, and the women knead the Haug 
to bake cakes for the queen of heaven.“ 
Jer, vii, d. 1% val wh id 

It was a e of che Land nie I 
rael, throu gh his prophet Ezekiel, that“ they 
* ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, and 

made the hearts of the righteous fa.” 159 
Ezek. xi. 12. 1 2413.3 

Some works! of (1 iniquity.c ds on by the 
people were repreſented by the prophet” Hoſea,/ 
in the ſimilitude of, ploughing, reaping, ant 
eating, the fruit; You have ploughed wick- * 
* edneſs, reaped iniquity, eaten the fruit of 
" „ Hing. becauſe thou didſt truſt in thy own 

way, to the multitude of may Wan men.“ 
WE. I 3. "Joi * 
A haye felt great SG af mind find 
came on this, lands; on account of the mem 
bers of our ſociety being mixed with che 
world in various ſurts of buſineſs 1 
carried on in impure channels. Gxęat is the 
trade to Africa for ſlaves; and in loading 
theſe ſhips abundance of people are employed 
in the manufactories-. 40 181 01 Dis GIL LIL 
Friends in early time refuſed, on à religi- 
ous principle, to makeſor trade in fupetlui- 
ties, of;which we have many large teſtimo- 
nies on record but for Want of falthfulneſs 
ſome gave way, even {birt whoſt hα nes 
C were 


2 1 
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ifl 3 Jou 11£ 
were of note in ſociety, and from chende o- 
thers took more f members of br 16 


oicty worked in ſuper uities, and bought and 

ſold them, and thus 1. ken of ſight came 
qver many. At length, friends got into the 
uſe of ſome ſuperfluities in dreſs, and in tlie 
furniture of their houſes, and this hath ſpread 
from leſs to more, Wl ſuperfluity of ſome 
- kinds is common amongſt 1 us. 

In this declining ſtate many look at the 


example one of another, and too much ne- 


glect the pure feeling of truth. Of late years 


a deep exerciſe hath attended my mind, that 
0 HEnderitls may dig deep, may carefully caſt forth 
the looſe matter, and get down to the rock, 
the ſure foundation, and there hearken to 
that divine voice which 4 a clear and cer- 
tain- ſound. 

And Thaye felt! in that which doth not de- 
ceive, that if friends who have known the 
| rruth, keep in that tenderneſs of heart, where 

delle ies of outward gain are given up, and 
heir truſt is only on the Lord, he will gra- 
ciouſly lead ſome to be patterns of deep ſelf- 
denial, in, things relating to trade, and han- 
dicnaft labour; and, that ſome who have 
plenty of the treaſures of this world, will ex- 
-aimpleana plain trugal life, and pay wages 
touch whom, they may, hire, more liberally 
_-11thahyns Bow.) cuſtomary. i in ſome places. 
The prophet, ſpeaking of the true church, 
fad, Thy people alſo ſhall be att riphte- 

«ous. 

Of the depth of this divine work ſeveral 
have ſpoken, John 
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ohn Gratton, in his journal, p. 45, faid, 
yo « The ord is 3 [ ſhall 1.20 a 
He hath wrouglit all my works intaner vl 
am nothing but Noor. am in him“ xg 
Gilbert Latey, ob gh. the powerful op 
rations of the i irit Enie; in his ful, 1825 
brought to chat opt of ſelf-denial, that he 
could not join wit tht proud ſpirit in other 
_ People, Which incli them to want vanities 
and ſuperfluitics.. his friend was often a- 
mongſt the chief F Lade s of the nation in times 
of perſecution, and“ t appears by the teſti- 
Any, of. frien „ chat is dwelling was ſo e- 
vidently in the pure fe of truth, that in his 
viſits to thoſe great men, he found a place in 
their, minds ; and that king James the ſocond, 
in the times of his troubles, made Particdlar 
1 in a very reſpectful manner of what 
Gilbert once faid to him. 11D 1818 . 
Ihe ſaid Gilbert found a concern'to:write 
an, epiſtle, in which are theſe expreſſions ; 
Fear the Lord, ye men of all ſorts, trades, 
and callings, 7 Nahe off all the evil that is 
in them, th the Lord'i is grieved with all. the 
evils uſed in your employments which you 
are exerciſed wm. 1 vim 
It is. even a grief to ſee how you arelſer- 
vants to ſin, and inſtruments of Satan.“ See 
his works, p. 42, 1 to Haolg 
George Fox, in an pille. writes thus ; 
1 1 ſtand in the | eternal power of 
God, witneſles ak TRE Portips and vani- 
ties of this world.” 5 40 54 T 
e vel] ** $iSuch 
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en Such tradeſmen who ſtand as wimneſſes 4a 
13 the power of God, cannor- fulfil, the peo- < 
4 ple! 1 minds in theſe, vanities, it and t e + 
rk offended ar them. n,” 1; ow | 
q 1 „Let, all truſt, in, the Fg d, nt . pa- -& 
| rienily ON, him ; for. When tr ath firſt, broke 3 
$0P%3 in l pdon, man tradeſmen could not P 


makers hu moncy. in their thops, for ſome 
e. 95 renn buy em bread. and Water, 


Becan ifs they With iand the wor d. % Ways, . 
— Alhibn 155 3 » C & Ws 510 t- 1 their er, Patent 4 
Waiting, on E Nn Yor 3 25 lite and . 


| ohr rlätion, | 1 8 antivered the truth in Peo- 
ples. hear ts, and thus, their bufineſs, increaſ- 
ed.” BOE of Doctrinals, pda. 0 4 
per, Chriſt our holy 10 gracoplly con- 
tin th to open the dent enge ot. his 
People, and as circumſtances alter trom age 
to age, ſome who are deeply baptized. into a 
feeling of the ſtate of things, are led by his 
aoly thivic into exerciſes. in ſome reſpect dit- 
zozent from thoſe which attended the faithful 
n foregging ages, and through the conſtrain- 
1925 0tFpure, love,.urc. engaged to open the 
tel nes they have to others. 1705 
In taithfüll V following C hriſt, che heart! is 
wenne from the deſire of, Nene and ve 
tre loch into life ſo plain and Simple; that u 
little, doth ſuflicc, and thus che way openeth 
©, deny Nantelnes, under all the tempting al- 
ue ments of that gain, Which we know 1s 
the, gain oflunnig Zhtecuſnefs. 
ä „Ane angle. tycaki 4112: On chis lubject, ak 
„ eth 


—̃ͤ— 
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eth chis queſtion; “ What fellow{hip hath 
„bighreculnels with untightecufnefs ' 2 Cot. 
vi. Ea. And again faith, © Have no fellow- 
„ {hip with the unfruitful works of darknels, 
Abt rather -reproye them,“ Ephef. v. 11. 
A in, „ Be hot partaker of other men's 
| fins, keep cyfelf pure. 1 Tim! v. 22. 
VIhere people through the power of Chriſt 
are thoroughly ſettled in a right uſe of things, 
freed from all unneceſſary care and expence, 
the mind in tliis true reſignation is at liberty 
from the bands, of a narrow ſelf-intereſt, to 
attend from time to time on the movings of 
his ſpirit upon us, though he leads into that, 
through which our faith 1s cloſely tried. 

The language of Chriſt is pure, and to the 
pure in heart, chis pure language is intelligi- 
ble; but in the love of money, the mind be- 
ing intent on gain, is too full of hitman con- 
trivance to attend to it. 5 

It appeareth evident, that ſome chatinitle of 
trade are defiled with unrighteouſneſs, that 
the minds of many are intent on getting 
treaſures to ſupport a life, in NOR en are 
many unneceſſary expences. 2019 gie! 

And J feel a living Lone uehd my 
mind, that under theſe difficulties we may 
humbly follow our heavenly ſhepherd, who 
graciouſly regardeth his flock? nd is willing 
and able to ſupply us both inwardly and out- 
wardly with clean provender, that hath been 
winnowed with the ſhovel and the fan, where 
we may ** ſow to ourſelves in righteouſneſs, 
„ reap 
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Teap in mercy, Hoſea X. 12, and not be 
Gele with the 2 of iniquity. _— 10 


hep cuſtoms contrary to pure wiſdom 

tranſmitted to poſterity, it appears to che 
an. ee committed alte them! z- and 4 
often feel tender compaſſion toward a young 
generation, and deſires that their, difliculties 
may not be increaſed through dufte 
in us of the preſent age, 0 
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N the a oe to as oa daves, . in the 


management of {hips going on theſe voy- 


ages, many of our lads and young men bars 
a conſiderable part of their education- 


. Now what. pious father beholding his r 


placed in one of theſe ſhips, to learn the prac- 
tice of a mariner, could forbear ameurning 
over him? 

Where youth are exampled in means of 
getting money, ſo full of violence, and uſed 
to exerciſe ſuch cruelties on their fellow - er- 


tures, the diſadvantage to them in their edu- 


cation is Very great. ir! tal rr, 099 Igo WE: 33 Tal bf 7 
But I feel it in my mind to Write concern- 


ing the ſeafaring life in generalll. 
In the trade carried on from the Weſt⸗In⸗ 


dies, and from ſome parts of the continent, 
the 


a > "m. om a» ns a « 
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the produce of the labour of Haves is Aer 
ſiderable part. a 6-7 1 
And ſailors whe are fre quently at 
where ſlaves abound,” and cone Bo Dy 
people who oppreſs them without the ap ppear- 
anceof remorſe, and often with ſailors employ- 
ed In the Nlave trade, how powerfully de Ale 
evil de ſpread amongſt the ſeafaring 
youth ! ric offs Tex es | 
I have had many opportunities to feel and. 
underſtand the general ſtate of the ſea 
life amongſt us, and my mind hath often 
been ſad on account of ſo many lads and 
young men being trained up amidſt ſo great 
corruption. 
Under the humbling power of Chriſt I 


have ſeen, that if the leadings of his prof 


ſpirit were faithfully attended to by his pr 
feſſed followers in general, the heathen nati 
ons would be exampled in righteouſheſs, . A 
leſs number of people would be employed on 
the ſeas. The charinels of trade would be 
more free from defilement. FTewer people 
would be employed 1 in vanities and ſuperfſu- 
ities. 5 ne VAWA 
The inhabitants of cities would: be leſs" in 
number. 11 1819 ' tt ang 
Thoſe who have en lands would become | 
fathers tothe p 03 246795 DEND HAT, goal 
| More people would be employed in the 
ſweet employment of huſbandry, and in the 
path of pure wiſdom, labour would be an a- 
e wa unplopment. ban 2 ot. 
| 0} MOLE bus Sail: 
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n the opening of theſe things in my Mind, 
I feel a hv ng concern chat we who Ra velFelt | 
jg as love in our hearts may faithfully 'abide 
| „ And like ene e yr endure Bauers 
for Chriſt's fuk. PAO 01 g@ MC RONTINS 
He, our bleſſed Sevidurg eihbrting is fol- 
lobes to love one another, adds, As J 
% have loved you. Joha gell. SEU 2196-1 
He loved Lazarus, yet in his Gickneſs did 
not heal him, but left him to endure the 
pains of deach, that in reſtoring him to life, 
the people might be confirmed meter truc 
tabh,o 7 697 eee NO QI 
He loved Nis diſtiples, hut ſent ale forth 
on. a nieſia ge attended 'with great difficulty, 
amongſt hard-hearted people, ſome of whom 
would think that in killing 8 _— did 
Goch ſervicel 251! ni Doll gl 2y 
80 deep is divine love, au m NedFaſtly 
abidirig in it, we are prepured to deny our- 
ſelves of all that gain Which is contrary to 
pure wiſdom, and to follow Chriſt, even _— 
der contempt, and through feefering gs. | 
While friends were kept truly Nurble, ada 
walked according to the parity of our prin- 
ciples, che divine witneſs in many hearts was 
reached; but when a worldly ſpirit got en- 
trance, therewith came in luxuries and Th 
perfluities, and ſpread by little and little, 
even amongſt the fdremoſt rank in ſociety, 
and from thence others. 8 lib erty” in chat 
way: more abundantly; 
In the continuation of theſe chings rem 
parents to children, there were many wants 
[2789 to 
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to ſupply, even wants unknown to friends 
while, they faithfully followed Chriſt. And 
in ſtriving to ſupply theſe wants many have 
exacted on the poor, many have entered on 
employments, in which they often labour in 
upholding pride and vanity. Many have 
looked on one another, been ſtrengthened in 
theſe things, one by the example of another, 
and as to the pure divine ſeeing, dimneſs 
hath come over many, and the channels = 
true brotherly love been obſtructed. | 
People may have no intention to 3 
yet by entering on expenſive ways of life, 
their minds may be ſo entangled therein, and 
ſo engaged to ſupport expenſive cuſtoms, as 
to be eftranged: Wm; bo pure! eee 
11 itt pe ves #1 
2 I have tabelle in England 1 have hall 
a tender feeling of the condition of poor peo- 
ple, ſome of whom though honeſt and indu- 
ttrious, have nothing to ſpare toward paying 
for the ſchooling, of their children. 33h 
There is a proportion between km and 
the neceſſaries of life, and in true brotherly 
love the mind is open to feel rod the necet- 
fities of the poor. nie Hivib 963 ole 
Amongſt the poor there are e hatt arc 
weak; through age, and others of a ,weakby 
nature, who pals, through ſtraits in very pri- 
vate life, Wichgut alking relief from 3 
publick. ot % JH moi bns 
Such who are ſtrongiand) healthyomay=do 
that buſineſs, which to the weakly may be 
oppreſſive; and in performing thatiin a day 


Which 
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which is eſtcemed a day' s labour, by weakly 
perſons in the held and in the ſhops, and by 
weakly women who ſpin and knit in the 
manutactories, they often paſs through wea- 
rineſs; and many ſighs I believe are uttered. 
in ſecret, unheard by ſome who might caſe 
their burdens. 
„Labour in the right medium is healthy, 
but in too much of it there is a painful wea=-, 
rineſs; and the hardſhips of the poor are 
ſometimes increaſed through want of more 
agreeable nouriſhment, more plentiful fewel 
for the fire, and warmer cloathing in the 
winter than their wages will anſwer, - © 
When I have beheld plenty in fome houſes 
toa degree of luxury, the condition of poor 
children brought up without learning, and 
the condition of the weakly and aged, who 
. Rrive to live by their labour, have often re- 
vived in my mind, as caſes of which ſome 
who live in fulneſs need to be put in remem- 
brance. 
Ilhere are few, if any, could behold . 
fellow- creatures lie long in diſtreſs and for- 
bear to help chem, when they could do it 
without any inconvenience; but cuſtoms re- 
quiring much labour to ſupport them, do 
often he heavy on the poor, while they who 
liye in theſe cuſtoms are'ſo entangled in a 
wultitude of unneceſſary concerns, that they 
think but little of the hardſhips which ** 
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ORS HIP in ſilence hath adn been 
refreſhing. to my mind, and a care 
attends, me that a you! mg. ee generation may feel 
the nature of this w 

Great expence 7 in relation to that 
which is called divine worſhip. 

A conſiderable part of this expence is ap- 
Nied toward outward greatneſs, and many 
poor people in raiſing of tithe, labour in ſup- 
porting cuftoms, contrary to the ſimplicity 
that there is in Chriſt, toward N my 
mind hath often been moved with pity. © 

In pure ſilent worſhip, we dwell 0 be the 
holy anointing, and feel Chriſt to e our 
ſheß herd. n ee 

25 the beſt of teachers miniſters to the 
23 conditions of his flock, and the ſoul 
receives immediately from the vine fountain, 
that with which it is nouriſhed. 8 
As I have travelled at times where told of 
other ſocieties have attended our meetings, 
and have perceived how little ſome of them 
-»knew of the nature of ſilent worſhip ; I have 
felt tender deſires in my heart chat \ e who 
often fit ſilent 1n our meetings, may ve an- 
| ſwerable to the nature of an in ward fellow- 
ſhip with God, that no ſtumbling block 
through us, may be laid in their way. 

| Such 
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Such is the load of unneceſſary expence 


1 


which lieth on that Which is, called divine 


F 4 


ſervice in many places, and ſo much are 


* x 
4 1 *# 
: 


minds of many people employed in outward, 
forms and ceremonies, chat the opening of 


an inward ſilent worſhip in this nation to 
me hath appeared to be a 5 


pious people have been deeply exerciled in 
ſoul on account of the ſuperſtition which 
prevailed amongſt the profeſſed followers of 


Chriſt, and in ſupport of their teſtimony a- 


gainſt oppreſſive idolatry, ſome in ſeveral ages 
have finiſhed their courſe in the flames. 

It appears by the hiſtory of the reformati- 
on, that through the faithfulneſs of the mar- 
tyrs, the underſtandings of many have been 
opened, and the minds of people, from age 
to age, been more and more prepared for a 
real ſpiritual worſhip, 1 8 

My mind is often affected with a ſenſe of 
the condition of thoſe people, who in different 
ages have been meek and patient, following 
Chriſt through great afflictions: And while 
I behold the ſeveral ſteps of reformation, and 
that clearneſs, to which through divine good- 
neſs, it hath been brought by our anceſtors ; 
I feel tender defires that we who ſometimes 
meet in ſilence, may never by our conduct 
lay ſtumbling- blocks in the way of others, 
and hinder the progreſs of the reformation 
in the world. | 

It was a complaint againſt ſome who were 
called the Lord's people, that they brought 

| | polluted 


ared to be & precious opening. 
Within the laft four hundred years, many 
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QUARTERLY AND MONTHLY 
MEETINGS". OF b FRIENDS: 
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Beloved ende, 1 tt 
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EELING at chis Be a evade: con- 


cern that the pure principle of light and 
life, and the righteous fruits thereof may 


ſpread and prevail amongſt mankind, there 
is an engagement on my heart to labour with 


my brethren in religious profeſſion, that none 


of us may be a ſtumbling block in the way 


of others; but may ſo walk that our conduct 
may reach the pure witneſs in the — of 
ſuch who are not in 1 with us. 


err friends, while v e publicly Werd | 
that the holy Spirit is our leader; the profeſ- 


ſion is in itſelf weighty, and che weightineſs 
thereof increaſeth, in proportion as we are 


noted among the — of truth, and 
active 
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active in W with ſuch Who walk diſor- 


derlxz = i — 8 e — CORE M4 . A 4 
Many under our profeſſion for want of due 
attention, and a perfect reſignation to this 


Divine Teacher, have in ſome things mani- 


feſted a deviation from the purity of our re- 
ligious principles, and theſe deviations ha v- 
ing crept in amongſt us by little and little, 
and increaſing from leſs to greater, have been 
ſo far unnoticed, that ſome living in them, 
have been active in putiüng diſcipline in prac- 
tice, with relation to others, whoſe conduct 
hath 5 J N mare diſhonourable in the 
world. OM au IAA 

Now as my mind hath” been exereiſed be- 
fore the: Lord, I have ſeen, that the diſci- 


and „„ thereof ſtandeth not 
in any outward circumſtances, hut in the 
authority of Chriſt who is the author of it; 
and where any walk after the fleſh, and not 
according to the purity of truth, and at the 
ſame time are active in putting diſcipline in 
practice, a veil is gradually drawn over the 
purity.of diſcipline, and over that holineſs 
of life, which. Chriſt. leads thoſe into, in 
„ whomithe love of Sages 18 verily perfected,” 
1 John ii. 5. 

When we labour i in A owes N nd 755 
ers, and they remain obſtinate, it ſometimes | 
is moet to . as far as "ur; W di- 

to H 2 rected, 


I'S LET: 
4. :- 
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reed, % Let him be to thee. as an wee 
. 19 or a publican,” Mat. xvii. 17. 
Now when ſuch are diſowned, and —— 
tis att therein feel ' Chriſt ade: unto them 
wiſdom, and are preſerved in his meek, re- 
ſtoring ſhirir, there is no juſt cauſe of offence 
miniſtred to any; but when ſuch who are 


active in dealing with offenders indulge them- 


ſelves in things which are contrary to the 
purity of truth, and yet judge others whoſe 
conduct appears more diſhonourable than 
their's, here the pure autliority of diſcipline 
ceaſeth as to ſuch offenders, and a temptati- 


on is laid in their way to wrangle and con- 


tend . judge not,” ſkid our Lord, ( that 
«ye be not jud ged. „ Now this forbidding, 
alludes to man's judgment, and points out 
the neceſſity of our humbly attending to that 
ſanctifying power under which the faithful 
experience the Lord to be“ a ſpirit of judg- 


„% ment to them,” Ia. xxviil. 6. And as we 


feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the deeds of 
the body in us, and can ſay, it is no more 
I that live, but Chriſt that liveth in me,” 
Here right judgment i is known. 

And while divine love prevails. in our 
hearts, and ſelf in us is brought under judg- 
ment, à preparation is felt to labour in a 
right manner with offenders; but at we a- 
bide not in this love, our outward perform- 
ance in dealing with others, degenerates into 
formality; Tor this is the love of God, that 
4 1 9 keep tis! commandments,” ng 1. 8. 

Ls AILI 2; S: TON - boagitss | How 
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How weighty are thoſe inſtructions of our 


Redeemer; concerning religious duties, when 
he points out, that tliey who pray, ſhould be 
ſo obedient to the teachings of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that humbly canfiding in his help, they 
r. y ſay, Thy name O Father be hall A1 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven: -In this aw- 
ful ſtate of mind-is felt that worſhip which 
ſtands in doing the will of God, on carth, as 
it is done in heaven, and keeping the holy 
Name facred. To take a holy profeſſion upon 
us is awful, nor can We keep this holy Name 
ſacred, but by humbly abiding under the 
croſs of Chriſt. The apoſtle made a heavy 
complaint againſt ſome who prophaned chis 
holy Name by their manner of living, 5 ro! 
% you,” he ſays, the name of God is blaſ- 
% phemed amongſt the Gentiles,” Rom, it. Ae 
Some of our anceſtors through. many t 
bulations were gathered into the ſtate of tru 
worſhippers, and had fellowſhip; ing — 
which is pure, and as one was e 
moved to kneel down in their aſſembl 
publicly call on the namę of Fg 8. 115 Cel 
in the harmony of united! exerciſe 
ſent, joined in the prayer; I = th J 5 
order that we of the preſent, age . a 
unto the Rock — ke 


and remember that; to unite 1 00 BBs. 5 . 


union an prayer, and that prayer 
to the Father is only in My, 
fied, where the ſacred name is Kap vl lan 2 
1 heart reſigned to do his will 98 
Ke 2 


T 
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it is done in heaven, „If ye abide in, me,“ 


ſaith Chriſt, and my words abide i in you; 
& ee mall, aſk what ye will in My name, 


«and.1 it ſhall be done unto; you.“ Now we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, but 
as the Holy Spirit doth open and direct our 


minds, and as we faithfully yield to its in- 
fluences, our prayers are in the will of our 
heavenly Father, who fails not to grant that 
which his own ſpirit, through his children, 
aſketn ; thus preſervation from fin is known, 


and the fruits, of, righteouſneſs are brought 
forth by ſuch who inwardly unite in prayer. 


How weighty; are our ſolemn meętings 


2 4 the name of Chriſt ; is kept holy? 
How precious is that ſtate in which, the 


biden of the Lord are ſo redeemed from 
the love of this world, that they are acceptect 


and. bleſſed in all Fut they do. R. Barclay's 


Apology, p. 404. a bug effi 
How ;neceflary is it that we who profeſs 


telt principles, and are outwardly activo in 
ſupporung;them, , ſhould faithfully abide in 


divine ſtrength, that“ As He who hath: call- 


ed us, is holy, ſo we may be holy;in, all 
50 manner of converſation. ) 1 Pet. i. 1 — 15 


Pe. If one profeſſing to be influenced by che 
P 


irit o f,Chriſt, prapoſeth to unite ina labour 
to promote righteouſneſs in the earth, and 


ID time paſt he bath manifeſtly deviated from 
the. path of equity, then to act conſiſtent with 


this principle, his firſt work is to make xeſti- 


tution ſo far as he may be enabled; for if he 


| ent x0 eee aa a work —_— 
e 
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ech to 1 rizbtkbuſnes wHilk' aße 8 
that he neg lecteth, Or cefioſerh. to act right 
ouſſy Tm his Eondutt Has 1 tendenc by 
ens d le the minds of thoſe who are weak 
the' Faiths who behold theſe things, and 105 
draw a veil over the purity of righteouſhels, 
by cart ring an appearance as though chat 
was righteouſneſs which is not. 
Again, if propoſe to aſſiſt in Lapplotringe 
thoſe doctrines whetein that purity of life is 
held forth, in which'cuſtoms ce ng from 
the ſpirit of this world have nd place, and 
at the ſame” time ſtrengthen others in ele! 
cuſtoms by my example; the firſt"ſtep then 
in an orderly (proceeding, is to ceaſè from 
thoſe cuftoms myſelf, and afterwards" to la- 
bout; as I may be enabled, to promote the 
like diſpoſition and conduct i in others. | 
To be convinced of the pure principle of 
truth, and diligently exerciſed in walking 
anſwerable thereto, is neceſſary before can 
conſiſtently recommend this principle to o- 
thers. I often feel à labour in ſpirit, that' 
we who are active members in he hh 


ciety may experience in (ourſelves: the 

of thoſe expreſſions of the Holy Orie = 
„will be ſanctified it chem tliat come 25 
„me.“ Lev. x. 3.—in this caſe, my mid 
hath been often exerciſed When alone! Fear 
after year, for many ye ars, and in the ten 
newings of divine . a tender aß Hat 
been indited in mec That we Who Profelb the' 
inward” principle of lighe to be our teacher,” 
oO be à family united in that purity” '6P 


worſhip, 


0 
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Ah ſhip, ich nigen a holy Uke, and 
it Hitters inſtruction to others. 
My mind! is often drawn We gs 
in the truth, who having ſmall ſhare of the 
| thi gs of 'this life, and coming to have fa- 
trfilies may be inwardly exerciſed befoye the 
Lord to ſupport them in a way agreeable to 
che purity of truth, in which they, may feel 
his bleſſing upon chem ill their labours; the 
thoughts of ſuch being entangled with cuſ- 
dong (contrary to pure wiſdom) conveyed to 
them through our hands, doth often very 
tenderly and movingly affect my heart, and 
when 1 look towards and think on the ſuc- 
ceeding generation, fervent deſires are raiſed 
in me, that we by yielding to that Holy Spi- 
rit which leads into all truth, may not do 
the work of the Lord deceitfully, may not 
live contrary to the purity of the divine prin- 
ciple we profeſs ; but that as faithful labour- 
ers in our age, we may be inſtrumental in 
removing ſtumbling blocks out of the way of 
thoſe who may facceed us. 1 
80 great was the love of Chriſt, that he 
* gave hitmſelf for the church, © that he might 
* fntify and cleanſe it, that it thould- be 
holy, and without blemiſh, not having 
Og pot or wrinkle, or any fach. thing,” Eph. 
v. 25. and where any take the name of 
' Chriſt upon them, profeſling to be members 
of his church, and led by his Holy Spirit, 
and yet manifeſtly deviate from the purity 
of truth, they herein act againſt the gracious 
: deſign of his * himſelf for them, and 


miniſter 
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miniſter cauſe for the continuance of his af» 
fictions, viz. in his body the church. 

Chriſt ſuffered afflictions in a body of fleth 
prepared by the father, but the afflictions of 
his 'myſtical body are yet unfiniſhed; for 
they who are baptized into Chriſt are, 'bap= 
tized into his death, and as we humbly abi 
under his fanctifying power, and are brought 
forth into newneſs of life, we feel Chriſt to 
hve in us, who being the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and forever, and always at unity 
with himſelf, his ſpirit in the hearts of his 
people leads to an inward exerciſe for the ſal- 

vation of mankind; and when under a tra- 
Fail of ſpirit, we behold a viſited people en- 
tangled by the ſpirit of this world with its 
wickedneſs and cuſtoms, and thereby ren- 
dered incapable of being faithful examples to 
others, ſorrow and heavineſs under a ſenſe 
of theſe things, is often experienced, and 
this in ſome meaſure is filled up, that which 

remains of the afflictions of Chriſt. 5 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaking concerning 
| pits offered in divine ſervice, ſays, If 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
„ remembereſt that thy brother hath. ought 
_ «© againſt thee, leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconcil- 
% ed to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift.“ Mat. v. 23, 24. Now 
There is no true unity, but in that wherein 
the Father and the Son are united, nor can 
there be a perfect reconciliation hut in ceaſing 
from that which miniſters cauſe for the con- 
Eo { +, tinuation 


« . 9 of he A 0 of big; % and if 
a 1 7 Min to b fi 10 gift to the altar, 
do, e the + Follomory ary,..contradiction 
which fome of de bear to the pure, 
55 al 18 8 — neceſſary to 
heart, this comman „leave thy gift 
h che altar“ 

iſt graciouſl calls his peo brethren, 
T AE Er ſhall do the Rl or 850 the ſame 
« is my brother.” Mark ui. 35. Now af we 
walk contrary to the truth as it is in Jeſus 
while we continue to Mah [708 we offend 

againſt Chriſt, and i under this offance we 
bring our gift to the altar, qur Redeemer 
doth not direct us to take ack, our gift, hie 

doth not diſcourage our proceeding in a, g. 
work; but graciouſly points out the neceſſa- 
ry means by which t e gift may be rendered 
acceptable, * leave,” $- ith he, thy gift by 
* the altar, firſt go and be reconciled: to thy 


kh brother,” ceaſe from that which grieves 


the Holy Spirit, ceaſe from that which is a- 
gainſt the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and then 
come, and ale thy gift. 1 1 b. 
1 fee Whil e I am writing, a a.tenderneſs, to 
thoſe w 0 | through divine fayour, are pre- 
ſerved in a lively ſenſe of the ſtate, of the 


churches, and at times may be under diſ- 


couragement with. regara to proceeding in 


hat pure way which Chriſt by his Holy Spi- 
5 Wade into: the depth of diſorder and 
weakneſs, which ſo much prevails, being o- 

pened, doubtings are apt to ariſe as to the 


din of e as an aſſembly 72 
| the 
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— 


che Lord 8 people ii in the pur 
and here I feel à Concern by 
rightneſs, that which hat 
my mind, 2 undder the po 


Chriſt, relating to a e 13 1 | 


the iombers wh Whercbf Are g 


Spi 

it JT, 
on 9212 f. calle als 150 Hf ot Hl iſt, 
111 2 1. Fs ny e ad of e church, 
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of truth; 5 15 I 242 35 
po So chu an "yy 1 n aldi t Why Nas 
cled, nd Find f. cellit of K | 5 ing; 
holy, appears evidenf; for ben oY Nader 
of people unite in A Pes of bein g led by 
che ſpirit of Chriſt, and ublich (19 p99 
ci les to the world, the as and proceedings 
of that people may in ſome meaſure be c: con- 
fidered as fuch which Chriſt is the author 
: Now while we' ſtand in this lation, af the 
pute light of life is not 5 58 5 9 an 4 regard- 
ed in our re ly "We Are in he (FAY) of 


i 
prophaning the h Nate, And o „Bein 
back toward that WI Benels of NOR 150 
perſecution, our of which, through ee iN 
mercies of God. a church hath Keen 9 ath 5 
ed; * Chriſt liveth in ſanckifled here 
ii. 20. and where thi y behold his Kol 0 By 
profaned, and the pure ove ee 0 
62 } ah 17 


through the unfai FIN bf 

their Atation appear to be ſtan 

under the Prince of Peace, the 1 0 5 me bee 
1 D bers 
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bers in the body of Chriſt in behoiding theſe 
things, do in ſome degree experience t Ee fel- 
lowſhip of his ſufferings, and as the wiſdom 
of the world more and more takes place in 
conducting the affairs of this viſible gathered 
church, and the pure leadings of the Holy 
Spirit are leſs waited for and followed, ſo the 
true ſuffering ſeed is more and more oppreſ- 

ſed. 

My mind is often affected with a ſenſe of 
the condition of ſincere hearted people in fome 
kingdoms, where liberty of conſcience is not 
allowed, many of whom being burthened in 
their minds with prevailing ſuperſtition, join- 
ed with, oppreſſions, are often under ſorrow ; 
and where ſuch have attended to that pure 
light which hath in ſome degree opened their 
underſtandings, and for their faithfulneſs 
thereto, have been brought to examination 
and trial, how heavy are the perſecutions 
which in divers parts of the world are exer- 
ciſed upon them? How mighty, as to the 
outward, is that power by which they are 
borne down and o 9 | ? 

How deeply a alle ecting is the condition of 
many upright hearted people who are taken 
into the papal inquiſition? What lamentable 
cruelties, in deep vaults, in a private way, 
are exerciſed on many of them? and how 
lingering is that death by a ſmall flow fire, 
which they have ear indured, who 

have been faithful to the end ? 

How many tender-ſpirited proteſtants have 
been ſentenced to ſpend the remainder of their 

, lives 
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lives i in a galley chaititd to dars, untler hard- 
19 maſters, while their young children 
e placed out for education, and taught 
biin ple ſo contrary to the conſciences of the 
arents, that by diſſenting from them, they 
Bade hazarded their Fiery: lives, and all 
that was dear to them of c things of this 
world ? 

There have been in time paſt ſevere perfe- 
cutions under the Engliſh government, and 

fincere - hearted people have ſaffered 
Heath for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
"whoſe faithfulneſs it! their day hath miniſtred 
encouragement to others, and been a bleſſing 
to many Who have ſucceeded them; thus from 
age to age, the darkneſs being more and more 
Nc a channel at length, through the 
tender mercies of God, hath been opened for 
the exerciſe of the pure gift of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, without interruption from butward 
power, a work, the like of which is rare, and 
unknown in many parts of the world. 

As theſe things are often freſh in my mind, 
and this great work of God going on in the 
earth has been open before me, that liberty 
of conſcience with which we are favoured, 
hath appeared not as a light matter.” - 

A truſt is committed to us, a great and 
weighty truſt, to which our dingent attenti- 
on is neceſſary: wherever the active members 
of this viſible gathered church uſe themſelves 
to that which is contrary to the purity of our 
principles, it appears to be a breach of this 

truſt, and one ſtep — toward the wilder- 
| neſs, 
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Teſs, one ſtep towards undoing what Godin 
infinite love hath» done throught his faithful 
ſervants, in a work of ſeveral ages, and is like 
laying the foundation fot future lufferz | 


ings. 03, 23151942 οuν⁰ν SIS) DAR gf HOME 
J feel a living invitation in mind to 
ſuch who are active in our religious ſbeiety, 


that we may lay to heart ly and 
conſider the ſtation in which we? ſtand; a 
place of outward liberty under the free Ser- 
ciſe of our conſcience towards God, not ob- 
tained but through great and manifeld aſflic- 
tions of thoſe ho lived before us. There is 
gratitude due from us to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and juſtice to our poſterity ; can our 
hearts endure, or our hands be ſtrong, if we 
deſert a cauſe ſo precious, if we turn afide 
from a work under which 1 Mg have _ 
tiently laboured ? ul 
May the deep fullorings of our. Saviour be 
ſo dear to us, that we may never trample un- 
der foot the adorable Son of God, nor count 
the blood of the covenant unholy! 5 
May the faithfulneſs of the martyrs ken 
the proſpect of death by fire was before them, 
be remembered! and may che patient con- 
ſtant ſuffetings of the e ſer- 
vants of God in latter ages be revived in dur 
minds land may we ſo follow on to know 
the Lord, that neither the faithful in this 
age, nor thoſe in ages to come, may erer be 
brought under ſuffering, through our ſliding 
back from the work” of n ene in che 
Won TI To's YISILYY ll. Jig 
| While 
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While the active members ing the viſible 
gathered church ſtand upright, andbithe cats: 
fairs thereof are carried on under the leadings 
of the Holy Spirit, altho diſorders: may ariſe 

among us, and cauſe many exerciſes to thoſe 
who feel the care of the churches upon them; 
yet while theſe; continue under the weight of 
the work, and labour in the meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom fon the help of others, the name of 
Chriſt in the viſible gathered church may be 
kept ſacred; but while they who are active 
in the affairs of This church, continue in a 
maniteſt oppoſition to the purity of our. prin- 
ciples, chis as the prophet. Iſaiah x. 18. ex- 
preſleth it, is like as when a ſtandard bear- 
er fainteth: Hand thus the way opens to 
great, and prevailing degeneracy, and to 
ſufferings for ſuch who through the power of 
divine love, are ſeparated to the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and cannot unite with any ching 
which ſtands in oppoſition to the purity of it. 

Ihe neceſſity of an inward ſtillneſs, hath 
under theſe exerciſes appeared clear to mx 

mind; in true filence ſtrength 18 — 
the mind herein is weaned from all things, 
but as they may be enjoyed in the divine 
will, and a lowlineſs in outward living op- 
pqſite ta worldly honour, becomes truly ac- 
ceptable to us; in the deſire after out ward 

: gain, the ; mind 185 Pr evented fr om 4 perfect 
attention to the voice of Chriſt; but being 
weaned from all chings, but as they may be 
enjoyed in the divine will,, the; pure light 
thines into the ſoul: and where the _ of 

al 
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that ſpirit which is of this world, are brought 
forth by many who profeſs to be led by the 
ſpirit of. truth, and cloudineſs is felt to be 
gathering over the viſible gathered church, 
the ſincere in heart who abide in true ſtillneſs, 
and are exerciſed therein before the Lord for 
his name fake, have a knowledge of Chriſt 
in the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and in- 
ward thankfulneſs is felt at times, that thro) 
divine love our own wiſdom is caſt out, and 
that forward active part in us ſubjected, 
which would riſe and do ſomething in the 
viſible gathered church, without the en 
leadings of the Spirit of Chriſt. ä (97-75; 
While aught remains in us different from! 
a perfect reſignation of our wills, it is like a 
ſeal to a book wherein is written ** that good; 
* and acceptable, and perfect will of God 
% concerning us, Rom. xii. 2. but when 
our minds entirely yield to Chriſt, that 
filence is known, which followeth the  open< 
ing of the laſt of the ſeals, Rev. viii. 1. in 
this filence we learn abiding in the divine 
will, and there feel, that we have no cauſe 
to promote but that only in which the light 
of life directs us in our proceedings, and that 
the alone way to be uſeful in the church of 
3 is to abide faithfully under the lead- 
ings: of his Holy Spiritin all caſes, and being 
preſerved thereby in purity of heart, and ho- 
lineſs of converſation, a teſtimony to the pu- 
rity of his government e ow held forth 
through us, to an IE 4 n The * 
3 0 1101. 59 Zu 1 1 $1 : As 
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As my mind hath been thus exerciſed, I 
have ſeen that to be active, and buſy in the 
viſible gathered church, without the Jeadings 
of the: Holy Spirit is not only unprofitable, 
but tends to increaſe dimneſs, and where 
way is not opened to proceed in the light of 
truth, a ſtop is felt by thaſe who humbly at- 
tend to the Divine Leader, a ſtop which in 
relation to good order in the viſible gathered 
church, is of the greateſt conſequence to be 
obſerved; thus Robert Barclay in his treatiſe 
on diſcipline holds forth, page 65. 68. 84. 
That the judgment or concluſion of the 
church or congregation, is no further effec- 
tual as to the true end and deſign thereof, 
but as ſuch judgment or concluſion proceeds 
from the Spirit of God operating on their 
minds who are ſanctified in Chriſt jeſus. 
Now in this ſtop I have learned the neceſ- 

ſity of waiting on the Lord in humility, that 
the works of all may be brought to light, 
and thoſe to judgment which are wrought in 
the wiſdom of this world, and have alſo 
ſeen, that in a mind thoroughly ſubjected to 
the power of the croſs, there is a ſavour of 
life to be felt, which evidently tends to ga- 
ther ſouls to God, while the greateſt works 
in the viſible gathered church brought forth 
in man's wifdom, remain to be unprofitable. 
Where people are divinely gathered into a 

holy fellowſhip, and faithfully abide under 
the influence of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth, they are the light of the world, 
Mat. v. 14. Now holding this profeſſion, to 
| me 
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me hath appeared weighty, even beyond 
what I can fully expreſs, and what our bleſs 
ſed Lord ſeemed to have in view, when he 
opoſed the neceſſity of — — 
fore we begin to huildt... 
I truſt there are many who at times, under 
divine viſitation, feel an inward enquiry” af- 
ter God, and when 1uch in the ſimplieity of 
their hearts mark the lives of a people who 
profeſs to walk by the leadings of his Spirit, 
of what great concernment is it that our 
lights ſhine clear, that nothing of our con- 
duct carry a contradiction to the truth as it 
is in Jeſus, or be a means of profaning his 
holy Name, and be a ſtumbling nt ww the 

way of thoſe fincere'enquirers. - (#0517 
When ſuch ſeekers who: —— ; wich 
empty forms, look towards uniting with us 
as a people, and behold active members a- 
mong us depart: in their cuſtomary way of 
living, from that purity of life, Which under 
humbling exerciſes hath deen opened before 
them, as the way of the Lord's people, how 
mournful and diſcouraging is the proſpect 
and how ſtrongly doth ſuch lunfaithfulneſs 
operate againſt the ſpreading of the peaceable, 
harmonious principle and teſtimony of truth 
engen eee eee 1955 eee 
In entering into that life, which 1h 
with Chriſt in God, we behold his peaceable 
government, Where the whole family are go- 
verned by the lame ſpirit; and the“ doing 
h others as we would they ſhould do un- 
to us, 9 up as good fruit from « 
| good 
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do tree, the peace, quietneſs, and harmo- 
niqus walking in this government is beheld 
with humble reverence to him who is the 
author of it, and in partaking of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, we partake of that Which — 
and ſuffers for the increaſe-of this peaceable 
government among the inhabitants of the 
world; and I have felt a lahour of long con- 
tinuance that we who profeſs this peaceable 
principle, may be fai chful ſtandard bearers 
under che Prince of Peace, and that nothing 
of a defiling nature, tending to diſcord and 
wars, may remain among us. 

May each of us query with ourſelves; have 
| the treaſures I poſſeſs, been gathered in that 
wiſdom which is from above, 10 far as + hach 
appeared tome add era ae, e 
Hlave none of my fellow-creatures: an 

table: right to any part which is called mine 2 
Have the gifts, and poſſeſſions received by 
mo from others been conveyed in a way free 
from, all unrighteoufneſs an tar as 1 anda 
lem oy 505 rock +42. n 1 * . 5 * 

The. principle of peace which: rere 
is only on the Lord,; and our minds. weaned 
from a dependance on the ſtrength of armies, 
hath appeared to me very precious, and I 
often feel ſtrong deſires, that we ] na pro- 
feſo this principle, may ſo Walk, as to give 
juſt cauſe for none of our tellow=creatures to 
be oltended:at us; that our lives may evi- 
dently, manifeſts; that we are redeemed from 
that, tpirit in which wars are: our bleſſed 
Sander in pointing out langer of 0 
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leaning on man, as ta neglect the le: 6 
222 Spirit, faid, “ Call no man your 
< father upon the earth; for one is your fa 
4 thep:whach is in heaven, Mat. xxkiii. 9p 
where the wiſdom from above is faithfully 
followed, and therein we are entruſted with 
ſubſtance, it is a treaſure committed to our 
cure in the nature of an inheritance, ,:as/an 
inheritance from him, who formed, and up- 
pores the world. Now in this condition the 
true enjoyment of the good things af this life 
c underſfood, and that bleſſmig felt, in which 
is real ſafety; — Lapprehend our 
bleſſed Lord had in view, when he pronounc- 
2, ; <6 eren 
4 herit the earth. . J&(13 f 10 lat: 
Selfiſh worldly inked tendon hald dandd 
in the ſelfiſh ſpirit, and depending on the 
ſerength of the outward power, be perplexed 
with ſecret uneaſineſs, left the injured, ſhould 
fometune overpower them, and that meaſure 
meted to them, which they meaſure to others. 
— Thus ſelfiſh men may poſſeſs the earth 3 
but it is the meek — it, and:enjo oy 
it as an inheritance from the heavenly: Fa- 
cher, free from all the defilements wantefter⸗ 
plexities of unrighteouſnels. tw 
Where proceedings have been in that wiſe 
dom which is from beneath, and inequitable 
gain gathered by a man, and left as à gift 
to his children, who being entangled by: the 
ſame worldly ſpirit, have not attained roithat! 
olearneſs of light in which the channels of 
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thoſe. who:remain. ſilent ander injuries gzuthere 
Lhaveſſeen under humbling exeraſe of Hund; 
that che ſinis of the fathers art ermbraced by 
the children, and become their fins; and thus 
in the days of tribulation, the iniquities of 
the fathers are viſited upon theſe children, 
who take hold of the ninrighteaufiieſs of their 
fathers, and live in that gien, in which thoſe 
iniquities were committed; to which agreeth 
— —- — A rebel 
hous people, , They chat are deft of you 
«© ſhall pine away in their iniquities, in your, 
4 e nemy's land, and in the iniquities of theip 
< fathers ſhall they pine away Lev. my nos ah | 
and our! bleſſed Lord in beholding the har 
neſs of heart in that generation, —— feeling 
in himſelf, that they lived in the ſame ſpirit 
in which the prophets had been perſecuted; 
unto death, ſignified, that the blood f a 
the prophets which was ſhed from _ 
foundation uf che world, Ahould be requi 
ed of that generatio —— — 
Abel, unto the —— of Lacharias, which. 
<.-periſhed neten ane and eee 
Luke XI 51. l Mitt ig 
Tender compnliinh fills my bann vo wand 
my fellow ereatures eſtranged from 
monious government of the Prince of Pente, 
and: a labour attenids me, that they may be 
gathered to this peaceable hahitatienn 
In being inwardly prepared to ſuffer adver- 
ity for Chriſt's ſake, and weaned from a de- 
penglance on the arm of fleſh, we feel, that 


there is à reſt for the * of God, ns 


oil. 
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that it ſtands in a perfect reſignation of dur- 
ſelves to his holy Will; in this condition, 
all our wants and deſires are bounded by pure 
wifdom, and our minds wholly attentive to 
the council of Chriſt inwardly communicated, 

which hath appeared to me as a habitation 
of ſafety for the Lord's people, in times of 
outward commgtion - and trouble, and deſires 
from the fountain of pure love, are opened 
in me, to invite my brethren and tetlow 
creatures to feel for, and ſeek after age | 
which gathers the mind into it. | 
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